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Watchdog Claims Need For
Turnpike Project is Unclear
AREA – According to policy

watchdog group, Tri-State Transpor-
tation Campaign (TSTC), New Jer-
sey Turnpike Authority (NJTA) data
shows that driving on the New Jersey
Turnpike has been relatively stagnant
since 2005, bringing into question a
$2-billion project to widen the Turn-
pike between exits 6 and 9.

“With driving on the Turnpike flat
lining because of rising gas prices
and other trends, should we be spend-
ing billions to expand a roadway? We
say the answer is ‘no,’” said Kate
Slevin, executive director of the
TSTC.

TSTC says recent data from the
NJTA shows that the number of ve-
hicles using all seven New Jersey
Turnpike entries in the project area
(Exits 6, 6A, 7, 7A, 8, 8A and 9) has
stagnated from April 2005 to April
2008. The most recent annual data
shows traffic on the roadway actually
declined 1.1 percent between 2006

and 2007.
TSTC says the basis for the Turn-

pike project was based on pre-2002
data, when traffic growth rates were
much higher.

According to TSTC, the new data
also brings into question NJTA’s traf-
fic growth projections through 2032
where NJTA predicts annual traffic
increases of 2.4 percent northbound
and 3.4 percent southbound: num-
bers that are much higher than actual
trends.

The $2-billion project would add
up to three lanes in each direction
to the Turnpike between exits 6
and 9.

The Tri-State Transportation
Campaign said cheaper alterna-
tives, such as an updated variable
tolling scheme, a freight manage-
ment corridor or more mass tran-
sit, could offer greater congestion
reduction benefits “at a fraction of
the cost.”

Eight Women Receive
Police Building Tour
WESTFIELD -- Eight members of

the Home Life Department of the
Woman’s club of Westfield were re-
cently given a tour of the Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich-Union County Po-
lice Safety Building in Westfield.

Lieutenant Ronald Esposito of the
Union County Police Department
conducted the tour.

The ladies saw the  recordkeeping
room, the police communications
center and the surveillance area where
hidden cameras were detailed. The
ladies were also introduced to the
health division, traffic bureau, ma-
rine unit and community services.
The ladies said they found the expe-
rience to be interesting and educa-
tional.

LEARNING THE LAW…Eight members of the Women’s Club of Westfield were
given a tour of the Union County Public Safety building. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Anne Magnotti, Anne Galante, Nita McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman,
Nina Foley, Delores Kilkenny, and Helen Assmann.

Writer Says Tension at Scotch Plains
Council Meeting Was not Reported

I attended the Scotch Plains township
meeting on June 10, which included the
2008 budget hearing. In the following
days, I read two newspaper accounts of
that meeting. The coverage by The Scotch
Plains Times was very disappointing, fail-
ing on many levels to communicate the
truly contentious atmosphere of the meet-
ing, which was every bit as turbulent as
the thunderstorm raging outside on Tues-
day night.

By contrast, the coverage in The Record
Press was not only more accurate, but
captured certain nuances that enable the
reader to understand the political under-
currents of the budget meeting proceed-
ings. Here are some important aspects of
the meeting missing from The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times coverage:

The meeting was unusually well at-
tended by concerned citizens. There was
a resounding round of applause three times
during the meeting. The first applause
broke out when Councilman Glover very
eloquently and succinctly explained why
he was voting against the large tax in-
crease encompassed in the budget, espe-
cially this year, when global economic
turmoil threatens us all.

The second round of applause occurred
when Mr. Glover introduced a resolution
to change the township’s phone service,
which has not been reviewed or changed
in the last 10 years, thus saving the town
approximately $30,000 per year.

There was a third round of applause for
Gloria Brody, from the Scotch Plains Li-
brary, who talked about all the wonderful
programs available at the library, and the
popularity that the library is enjoying.
Finally, The Times article failed to report
a number of the township’s business
people were in attendance, specifically
expecting public discussion of the SID
(Special Improvement District) ordinance.
The council voted to introduce the ordi-
nance, but deferred any discussion of the
SID ordinance until the June 24 meeting.

One of the businessmen, visibly irri-
tated about the squelched SID discussion,

confronted and accused Ms. Malool of
misleading them into thinking the discus-
sion was going to take place that night.

Unruly grumbling and chatter among
the audience ensued, prompting the town-
ship attorney Mr. Levine to intervene and
explain that this is the way things were
done, and there would be no SID discus-
sion that night. The mayor, furious at the
disruption caused by failure to allow the
SID discussion, abruptly adjourned the
meeting without even allowing the usual
opportunity for public comment, which
assuredly would have been focused on
the SID ordinance.

Yet none of this charged atmosphere
was captured by The Times coverage. The
local newspapers have an obligation to
fairly inform the public of the workings of
local government in an unbiased way.
Through the sin of omission, The Times
failed to live up to that ideal this week.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Stender Blames Bush, Calls on
Opponent Lance to Oppose Big Oil

FANWOOD  – According to a press
release from Asw. Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood), last week the Bush
Administration and Senate Republi-
cans blocked the Consumer First
Energy Act proposed by Democrats
by a vote of 51-43. She said the bill
would have ended $17 billion worth
of tax breaks for big oil and instead
used that money to invest in renew-
able energy sources.

According to Democrats support-
ing the bill, the legislation would
have added a “windfall” profits tax
on big oil companies, would have
helped end price gouging that is driv-
ing gas prices to record highs -- gas
prices rose to over $4.04 per gallon,
marking the fifth consecutive increase
and fourth straight record-setting day
for the price at the pump.

“While New Jersey families

struggle to pay record prices at the
pump, big oil companies continue to
benefit from tax breaks and record
profits,” said Ms. Stender, Democratic
candidate for Congress in New
Jersey’s 7th District.

“I call upon my Republican oppo-
nent, Sen. Leonard Lance, to join me
in opposing the Bush Administration’s
reckless policies of tax breaks for Big
Oil and a refusal to invest in renew-
able energy sources, which hurts New
Jersey families,” Ms. Stender added.

CLASSIFIEDS
goleader.com/classifieds

Holy Trinity Class of ’48
Reunites after 60 Years

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – They traveled from
Japan, Florida and New Hampshire.
They had been cheerleaders, varsity
baseball players and the class presi-
dent. More recently they played the
roles of schoolteachers and invest-
ment bankers. They were members of
the Holy Trinity School class of 1948,
and this dynamic group attended their
60th high school class reunion on
Saturday, June 14, at Giovanna’s Res-
taurant in Plainfield.

The event brought together 12
members of the class. The original
class had 53 students, 16 of whom are
now deceased, according Fred
Chemidlin, the classmate who orga-
nized the event.

Mr. Chemlin, who owns Family
Investment Bankers in Fanwood, is
the only one from the group who
continues to reside in Westfield, he
explained. Mr. Chemlin said he was
determined to have the reunion, and
began preparations as long as seven
or eight months ago.

Although the class had remained
relatively connected since their gradu-
ation, this reunion was not without
surprises; some classmates had not
seen each other in 35 years. Richard
“Dick” Pfaff, for example, an avid

baseball player while at Holy Trinity,
circled the party covering his nametag
with his hand, much to the gleeful
puzzlement of his former classmates.

Yet, for most of the schoolmates,
time had not withered their ties. To
former classmate John “Jack”
Cassidy, Mr. Pfaff said, “I knew who
you were right away!”

“We had a camaraderie,” said
Maureen Magnier. “We can still get
together and talk like nothing had
changed.”

“I like the people. We all just really
get along,” Bernadette “Bernie” Burke
said. “Simple as that.”

Particularly because of the school’s
small size, “We kept in touch,” said
Mari Bonini.

The reunion brought back many
memories for the former schoolmates.
“I’ve got tears in my eyes,” said
Eleanor DeAndrea, a Holy Trinity
cheerleader in her day. She sat next to
fellow former cheerleaders Ms. Burke
and Ms. Magnier. Despite the 60
years’ time, the women remain close.
And, according to Ms. DeAndrea,
“I’ve still got the arms!”

The class’ last reunion, in 1990,
had taken place in Japan at classmate
Father Jim Jackson’s parish. Holding
the reunion in Japan was originally
suggested as a joke, but it grew into a
full-fledged trip, one fondly recalled
by the class members in attendance at
the reunion last Saturday. Father Jack-
son was transferred to Japan in his
practice as a clergy, and continued to
reside there. At the reunion on Satur-
day, “Father Jim” led his fellow mem-
bers of the class of ’48 in prayer.

Anthony “Tony” Rossi, the class of
’48 president, made an appearance in
his wheelchair, much to the delight of
his former classmates. “He was a real
hunk,” Ms. Burke said to chuckles.

Others made up for lost time. Leo
Joseph Zaccarin signed a classmate’s
yearbook, next to the photo of his
18-year-old self, and explained, “I
didn’t manage to get around to this
60 years ago.”

Beth Budnick  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIKE OLD TIMES…Members of the Holy Trinity Class of 1948 caught up at
their 60th high school reunion last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Mari
Magnier, Tony Rossi  and Bernadette Burke. See photos at goleader.com/photos.
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