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Downtown Westfield
Summer Activities Reviewed
WESTFIELD — The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) an-
nounced summer activities, business
additions and closings, streetscape
improvements, historic clock repair
and parking updates.

Summer events downtown will in-
clude the 12th Annual Sweet Sounds
Jazz Festival to be held every Tues-
day night in July and August. The 7th
Annual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza will be held on
Wednesday, July 23.

Melinda Lane, specializing in
’tween apparel and accessories “for
the young, fun, fashionable girl,”
opened at 208 Lenox Avenue next to
Bittersweet Designs.

Allstate Financial and Insurance
Services relocated to 519 South Av-
enue W. at the Route 28 circle.

With a Cherry on Top ice cream
store opened at 210 South Avenue W
(next to Manhattan Bagel).

La Belle Vie, a European fashion
accessories business, opened at 15
East Broad Street (next to G.O.
Keller’s and across from PNC Bank).

Huggins Flooring opened at 406
W. Broad Street (across from
Westfield Auto Wash).

Staples Print and Copy Shop will
open at 225 E. Broad Street in the
former location of Kaybee Toys.

Verizon Wireless will open at 109
North Avenue W. in the former loca-
tion of Blockbuster.

Gaucho’s BBQ and Grill has closed
at 615 South Avenue W.

Fitness Together, 222 North Av-
enue W. has relocated to Cranford
(now The Next Step in Fitness).

Allied Business Machines, serving
the community for 37 years at 301
South Avenue W. has relocated to
Clark.

Artifacts by Elise, 129 E. Broad
St., has closed its second location in
Westfield.

According to DWC Director Sherry
Cronin, some of the vacant stores in
town are normal, but the town is in
high demand with retailers – Although
too early to disclose, new stores will
open soon.

The improvement plan for South
Avenue streetscapes is underway to
include both sides of the street from
Central Avenue to Westfield Avenue.
The work will include new sidewalks,
lighting, landscaping and crosswalks.
The bidding process will take place
soon and construction is expected in
late summer of 2008.

The clock hanging on the building
over the corner of Elm and E. Broad
streets since the 1930’s is being re-
stored following its recent malfunc-
tion. According to Ms. Cronin, build-
ing owner Dominick Verdic (DWC
Chairman) took the clock down al-
most two years ago in hopes of restor-
ing it.

DPW employee Richard Edge, Jack
Gordin of Gordin and Sons Jewelers
and Mr. Verdic spearheaded restora-
tion of the clock. It should be rein-
stalled soon. Mr. Edge managed the
project, restored and repainted the
housing and engaged electrician Frank
Chestnut to replace the connections
and lighting. Mr. Gordin replaced the

two-sided clock mechanism. Mr.
Verdic funded the restoration.

Tuesday night jazz will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on sidewalks and
street corners, for nine consecutive
weeks from July 1 through August
26. Rain dates will be the following
Wednesday evenings at the same time.

Bands will be located on Central
Avenue in front of the former Bombay
Company, the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, the corner of
East Broad and North Avenue and at
Elm Street in front of the Baptist Church,

DWC assistant director Beth
Brenner said, “We have a mix of great
bands, which played in past festivals,
as well as new bands this year. Sweet
Sounds has become so popular that
we have to turn away many talented
groups.”

The schedule of performers is:
July 1: Full Count Big Band, Ron

Kraemer and The Hurricanes, Arturo
with Alison Kalaher, and Nicole Hart
and the NRG Band.

July 8: Marlene VerPlank, Roamin
Gabriels, Eric Mintel Quartet and
Richard Reiter Swing Band.

July 15: David Aaron Quintet,
Scarlett Moore, Taino and Mike
Kaplan Nonet.

July 22: Linda Ipanema, Gordon
James, Bob DeVos Organ Trio and
Grupo Yuri.

July 29: B. D. Lenz, Carrie Jackson,
Karl Lathan Group and Butterball.

August 5: Jennifer Wright, Sarah
Partridge, Emilio Teubal and La
Balteuband, and Radam Schwartz.

August 12: Swingadelic, Chuck
Lambert Band, Cobra Brothers and
Glenn Alexander.

August 19: Summit Stompers,
Sandy Mack Band, Lauren Schub
Trio and Chris Colaneri Quartet.

August 26: Dr. Dubious and the
Agnostics, Scott Hunter and The Soul
Searchers, Stringbean and the Stalk-
ers, and the Dave Leonhardt Trio.

While listening to the music, pa-
trons are invited to dine at Westfield’s
restaurants, shop, and stroll through
the downtown.

Free one-hour parking tokens are
available at many retail stores down-
town.

The Town of Westfield has com-
pleted renovations to municipal Park-
ing Lot 1, including adding spaces
and conversion of over 100 spaces to
short-term use. The layout, lighting,
landscape and drainage have been
improved. Additional pay stations
have been installed. A drive-through
connection between Elm and Pros-
pect streets has been added.

Parking is free in non-numbered
permit spaces after noon in Lot 3, at
the South Avenue train station, Mon-
day through Friday. Parking is free on
Saturdays in non-numbered permit
spaces in Lots 3, 6 and 9.

On-street parking meters have a
10-minute free button if the meter is
expired.

Parking is free everywhere on Sun-
days and holidays.

For more information about down-
town events in Westfield, call the
DWC at (908) 789-9444, or see
WestfieldToday.com.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Great work through tiny openings.

Expert minimally invasive surgery at OverlookHospital.
An incredibly small incision.  That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove 

gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss.  We’re 

the first primary angioplasty site in the state.  And one of the first hospitals in the state 

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® Retriever.  By

employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster

recoveries, with many going home the same day.  We start out small.  So you get big results.

For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

A “HAND” IN NEED…John Panosh, town bell master and curator of the
Westfield Town Clock, holds the plaque displaying 156 names of businesses and
residents who contributed to the 1993 restoration of the Town Clock. Tax-
deductible donations are once again sought to upgrade the clock.

Funds Sought to Upgrade
Circa 1886 Town Clock

WESTFIELD — The October 1993
restoration of the Westfield Town
Clock was the first since new hands
were installed on the dials in the early
1940’s. Before that time, little atten-
tion was paid to this 1886 E. Howard
tower clock.

According to John Panosh, town
bell master and curator of the
Westfield Town Clock, the clock, sig-
nificant in Westfield’s history, and
which strikes each hour, still runs by
pendulum movement and weekly
winding.

When it was purchased, not long
after the end of the Civil War, using
funds and donations raised from 1885
to 1886, by the citizens and busi-
nesses of Westfield, the Town of
Westfield chose to place the clock,
with its then four dials, in a central
location and near the busy railroad,
Mr. Panosh said.

It was the town’s decision in 1886,
in agreement with the Church’s trust-
ees, to make the Methodist Church
caretakers of the clock wherein it
would also assume responsibility for
maintenance.

The First Methodist (Episcopal)
Church building of 1877, was demol-

ished in 1910, to make way for the
current edifice. The clock was moved
to its new home with only two dials
and the huge 2,048-lb. bell.

 Still looking out over the plaza and
the town center, as it has for 122
years, the dials and wooden hands
have endured weather conditions of
all sorts. The 14-karat gold plating of
the hands, numerals and minute
marks, which make the dials visible
from long distances, are showing the
test of time and climate, Mr. Panosh
said, noting that some minute marks
have loosened and the black dials
need to be “spruced up.” The minute
hand on the West dial is warping and
in danger of a “slow death.”

Donations are being sought to un-
derwrite the repairs estimated at
$8,000. The Town Clock Fund, estab-
lished in 1993, once again will accept
donations of any amount.

Those wishing to help make the
2008 restoration possible should mail
donations to: The Town Clock Fund,
C/O The First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Donations are
tax deductible. Visit the church
website at fumcwestfield.org.

Gov. Nominates Hunnicutt
For State Comm. Position
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After being tapped
for a position on the State Employ-
ment Training Commission (SETC),
Westfield’s Alice Hunnicutt explained
how her time spent helping the dis-
abled community has prepared her
for what is to come.

Saying she is “very excited to have
a voice at the table,” Ms. Hunnicutt
sat down with The Westfield Leader
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
last Friday, to discuss her role on the
commission.

The Westfield Board of Education
member said a general function of
her role on the commision is to assist
those with disabilities and their fami-
lies in the search for employment
following high school.

Ms. Hunnicutt said with her work
on the Statewide Parenting Advocacy
Network (SPAN), where she helping
those with special needs, that she can
lend a “voice” to those with disabili-
ties.

Ms. Hunnicutt stressed that for a
large percentage of the disabled com-
munity, joining the workforce after
high school is “just as good of an
outcome” as going to college.

“I feel strongly that they should
have every opportunity to become
taxpayers and have a job, not be de-
pendent on public assistance,” Ms.
Hunnicutt told The Leader and The
Times.

She said those with disabilities ben-
efit from a sense of autonomy gained
through working. In addition to help-
ing the disabled leap over the inher-
ent hurdles they face, Ms. Hunnicutt,
oftentimes, must stress to parents that
they not “overprotect” their children.

“They should have that dignity to
go out and get a paycheck. It’s excit-
ing,” she said.

Ms. Hunnicutt said her job involves
not only equipping the disabled com-
munity with the skills and training
necessary to join the work world, but
also assuaging the fears of businesses
that are hesitant to hire those with
special needs.

“We serve two customers,” Ms.
Hunnicutt said, explaining that, as a
member of SPAN, she helps to ensure
that those with disabilities receive
job coaching, so that they are able to

“keep up.”
In addition, she works to help the

disabled community overcome ste-
reotypes that they face from prospec-
tive employers.

Often, employers worry about the
costs of extra accommodations for a
disbaled person, and informing them
of their relative inexpensiveness is a
key role of Ms. Hunnicutt’s work, she
said.

Governor Thomas Kean established
the non-partisan SETC in 1990, to
“provide each citizen of the state with
equal access to the learning opportu-
nities needed to attain and maintain
high levels of productivity and earn-
ing power.”

After the nomination by Governor
Jon Corzine, Ms. Hunnicutt now
awaits “senatorial consent” from State
Senators Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield,
Nicholas Scutari of Linden and
Raymond Lesniak of Elizabeth, which
she expects to occur shortly.

The commission meets formally
between six and eight times annually,
but sub-committees meet more fre-
quently throughout the year. Ms.
Hunnicutt will serve as a volunteer,
earning no salary or pension.

Ms. Hunnicutt said that as a mother
of children with disabilities that she
can speak authoritatively to parents
about the entire process and “reach
them in a way that a person who is
credentialed, but hasn’t experienced
[it first-hand], couldn’t.”

Between 49 and 51 million indi-
viduals nationwide are classified as
having special needs, and Ms.
Hunnicutt said this “underutilized
segment of the population” deserves
a chance.

Assisting people with disabilities
is one element of the SETC, which
works to establish one-stop career
centers, tackle issues of diversity and
equity, and promote adult literacy,
among other goals.

Henry Plotkin, executive director
of the SETC, said, “As the economy
evolves...we need policies and pro-
grams to meet those needs.”

“She [Ms. Hunnicutt]  was respon-
sible for giving persons with dis-
abilities a fair shake,” Mr. Plotkin
said. “It’s a labor of love for Alice,
and we’re thrilled to have her on
board. It’s a wonderful appointment.”


