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I’VE GOT RHYTHM. I’VE GOT MUSIC...Rhonda Thomas, a background singer for Isaac Hayes, belts out a tune during
Union County’s Rhythm & Blues by the Brook concert this past Saturday.

Expressions of Love, Unity Emanate
From Union County’s R&B Fest
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — The expression of
love is the foundation for many songs
sung by the legendary Isaac Hayes.
Hits such as “Ellie’s Love Theme,”
“Never Can Say Goodbye” and “Walk
On By” had helped to get him inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame six
years ago.

His deep, bourbon-like voice was
still intoxicating many of his longtime
fans at Union County’s “Rhythm &
Blues by the Brook” free concert on

Saturday afternoon in Plainfield’s Ce-
dar Brook Park. When the clock neared
the time for his introduction on stage,
crowds moved their chairs closer to the
stage, some millimeters from the metal
barricade.

After his third song, the crowd was
chanting for him to play the “Theme
from Shaft,” the song that earned Mr.
Hayes an Oscar award. The crowd had
to wait it out.

“It’s too soon,” replied Mr. Hayes.
He tapped his keyboards while perched
atop a stool alongside his band mates,

including a frontline of accompanying
keyboardists.

Although, Mr. Hayes’ 66 years of
age and a stroke he suffered two years
ago has slowed him down – he was
assisted to his keyboard, a post from
which he did not move – that did not
seem to subdue his fans. The crowd was
singing along, dancing or, when it was
just too hot in the 90-plus degree heat,
people were tapping their feet in their
chair.

Leading up to Mr. Hayes was a knock-
out, lively performance by up-and-
comer Ryan Shaw. The Grammy nomi-
nee played his mix of gospel, soul and
blues that had teens and men old enough
to be their grandpas showing some of
their best moves on the lawn of Cedar
Brook Park.

“Do the 45” was akin to the ’50s era,
with sounds conjuring up Chuck Berry
and a tune that could stir up a dance
craze if it were in the times of “Ameri-
can Bandstand.” The video airs on BET
and VH1.

Most of his songs had just the right
tone of R&B to introduce Mr. Hayes –
from tunes such as “Choosin’,” about
self-love, and the Otis Redding cover
“Try a Little Tenderness” to Mr. Shaw’s
gospel version of The Beatles’ “Let it
Be.”

SPFHS Awarded
For Spring Musical

SCOTCH PLAINS – Paper Mill
Playhouse’s 13th Annual Rising Star
Awards were announced recently and
include the following nominations:

Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) was named for three
awards for their spring musical. Mat-
thew Campbell was named as a Final
Nomination for his Scenic Achieve-
ment of Urinetown, the Musical.

Honorable Mention was gleaned
by SPFHS in two award categories:
Outstanding Performance by a Pri-
marily Student Orchestra, and Musi-
cal Direction by John Brzozowski.
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Westfield High School Senior
Project has Fairytale Ending

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Mia Pafumi always
wanted to play Ariel, Disney’s Little
Mermaid. That dream became reality
when, on June 5, she created the char-
acter as part of her senior project for
Warren Hynes’ English class at
Westfield High School (WHS).

For the half-hour show, billed as a
“Sing-a-long Celebration with Prin-
cesses,” Mia not only performed in it,
but wrote, produced and directed the
event.

“Originally, I wanted to do a brunch
with Disney princesses, but this project
just grew and evolved into what you
saw on Thursday,” the senior girl said in
a telephone interview.

And what the 300 children and par-
ents saw in the high school’s audito-
rium was quite a production. “We were
told to try something new for the senior
project and then tell what we learned
about the experience,” Mia said. She
learned plenty.

A talented senior, recognized with a
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star nomi-
nation, she has been an assistant direc-
tor and participated in musical theater
at WHS, as well as with a child/teen-
based summer Community Theater in
Kenilworth called C.A.S.T. (Commu-
nity Actors Student Theater.)

But the “new” aspect of Mia’s project
came from being on the other side of the
audition table.

“Back in December, I held auditions
and callbacks,” she said. “I really tried

to match the look of each girl and her
vocal sound with that of the princess.”

Mia is familiar with these fictional
heroines. “I have always loved Disney,”
she explained, and although eventually

she would like to study voice in Italy
after she graduates from Montclair
University with a major in vocal perfor-
mance, she would love to do a co-op in
Disney.

The next step in her project was to
formulate a budget, solicit volunteers
and sponsors and anticipate every as-
pect of the half-hour production.

Wanting the princesses to look au-
thentic, she set about finding a cos-
tumer. “Ever since I was young, I saw
the costumes our neighbor, Alyssa
Korner, made for Halloween; they won
contests every year,” Mia said.

The teen was thrilled when Mrs.
Korner agreed to help Mia with tailor-
ing items that were loaned or donated.

More friends and relatives got on
board with the project. All of the profits
will go to C.A.S.T. because, as Mia
said, “They gave me such a positive
theater experience; I want to give back.”

As the project grew, the e-mails and
phone calls flooded the Pafumi house-
hold. Her mother, Paula, handled ticket
orders and grew alarmed with the de-
mand. “I’ve raised four children. And I
know how tough it is for little ones to
wait in line for something,” Mrs. Pafumi
explained via telephone.

“My biggest disappointment was to
have to turn kids away,” the teen pro-
ducer said.

In the end, Mia relied on her mother’s
advice. “She told me that for safety’s
sake, I should cap the tickets at 300.”

The half–hour show, led by
Tinkerbelle Pami Marks, starred an ar-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LITTLE PRINCESSES WAIT FOR THE BIG ONES…Scotch Plains residents
Hope Kaczynski, left, dressed as Belle, her sister Annie as Snow White, Meagan
Bourke as Cinderella, Westfield resident Leila Giacomarro as another Cinderella
and Julia Bell of Scotch Plains as Ariel queue up for the Friday, June 5, princess-
themed sing-a-long at WHS.

ray of princesses (and princes) that
waved theatrically, sang beautifully and
interacted with children in photo ses-
sions after the performance. Some songs
featured live piano accompaniment by
Andrew Monath, and others used or-
chestral renditions from CDs.

The whole process was an eye-open-
ing one for Mia. “I learned always to
have a backup plan or two,” she laughed.
“Also, and I live by this, everything
happens for a reason.”

Explaining her philosophy, she said,
sounding like many Disney heroines,
“I look for the silver lining in every-
thing.”

Finally, she learned whom she could
rely on in a pinch. “A million hugs to
Matt and Mike DiFabio, and all the
others who did sound and lighting,” she
said.

For her mom, aunts and uncles and
all of the friends who came through for
her, Mia said she will never forget what
they did to make magic for children and
to make her own dream come true.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/ Times
MIA SQUARED…Pony tailed Mia
Albano of Westfield poses with her
heroine Ariel from “The Little Mer-
maid” played by Mia Pafumi, the
producer, director and coordinator
of the June 5 princess show at WHS.

WF Musical Club Lauds
Baron, Diep, Maran, Udell

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield held its annual luncheon at
the Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains on May 21. Sondra
Tammam and Clarissa Nolde, co-chair-
men of the scholarship awards commit-
tee, presented the new scholarship win-
ners to the club.

Ben Baron is a senior at Westfield
High School (WHS). He is currently
principal bassoon of the New
York Youth Symphony. He
studies with Marc Goldberg
at the Juillard School pre-col-
lege division. Also, he has
participated in the Governor’s
School for the Arts, the
Kinhaven Senior Music
Camp, N.J. All State Wind
Ensemble and Orchestra, and
the N.J. Youth Symphony. He
plans to attend the Mannes
School of Music in the fall.

Melvin Diep is also a senior at WHS
and has plans to begin his undergradu-
ate studies at the University of Michi-
gan as a piano major. Melvin has com-
peted in the Music Educators Associa-
tion of New Jersey Annual Piano Com-

petition for the past three years and has
won five, first prizes and three, second
prizes in the piano solo category. Melvin
is also an accomplished violinist and
has participated in the Central Jersey
Regional Orchestra and All-State Or-
chestra. In addition, he is the concert-
master of the WHS Chamber Orchestra
and a first violinist in the N.J. Youth
Symphony. Melvin is currently study-

ing piano under pianist and
musicologist Dr. Ferdinand
Gajewski of Westfield.

Joey Maran is a senior at
WHS, as well as a musical
theatre major at Somerset
County Vocational and Tech-
nical High School. This fall,
he plans to attend Ithaca Col-
lege where he will study act-
ing/musical theatre. He has
performed in shows, such as
“Triumph of Love,” “You

Can’t Take It With You,” “Ragtime,”
“We Are The Ones,” “Celebration,”
“Godspell” and “Yerma.” Also, he has
performed in “Hansel and Gretel” and
“The Barber of Seville” with The Little
Opera Company of New Jersey.

Nathanael Udell is a senior at South
Plainfield High School. This fall, he
will enter the Juilliard School as a French
horn major. He was principal horn of
the N.J. All State Wind Ensemble and
Orchestra, principal horn of the CJMEA
Orchestra, and was selected to partici-

pate in the ASTA
National Honor
Youth Orchestra in
Albuquerque, N.M.
Nathanael won the
CJMEA Concerto
Competition. He is
also a member of
the Philadelphia
Youth Orchestra.
He has earned a
scholarship to

Kendall Bett International Horn Camp
this summer.

For membership information or to
make a donation to the scholarship
fund, contact Clarissa Nolde at
cnoldestudio@hotmail.com.

Ben Baron

Nathanael Udell
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