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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a Great Sports State,
N.J.’s ‘Titletown’ Is …

Once upon a time there was a great
newspaper in New Jersey, the Newark
Evening News. It had great pro sports
writers, great college sports writers
and, best of all for a young guy grow-
ing up a high school sports junkie,
great scholastic sports writers.

Guys like Herb Stutz, Bill Robinson,
Walt Essbach and, the best of them all,
the late, great Ray DeGraw. After the
News became the latest of many great
“evening” newspapers to fold in the
early 1970s, DeGraw became the sports
editor at the Morristown Daily Record,
and I was one of his first hires, back in
1973. Those were easily the five best
years of my journalism career. “The
glory days,” Ray used to call them,
before the Bruce Springsteen song of
the same name.

I’ve thought a lot about Ray re-
cently, as my research of the winningest
high school teams in state history fi-
nally ends. It was Ray DeGraw, in his
“School Whirl” column at the News,
who first dubbed Westfield as
“Titletown.” I’m pretty sure he did this
before anybody gave Green Bay, Wis.,
the moniker, and well before ESPN
decided to have its “Titletown” con-
test.

Now, after nearly two decades of
going through old record books, year-
books and newspaper microfilm to
track down every state team and every
state individual championship won by
every public school in New Jersey, the
research is over. Starting in 1918-19,
the year the New Jersey State Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association began
holding state championships, through
this current 2007-08 school year –
that’s 90 seasons, 30 varsity sports,
well over 300 schools, and nearly
20,000 (the actual number is 19,115)
team and individual/relay titles that
have been won.

So who is the best high school?
What is the best sports school/town in
the sports-mad Garden State? New
Jersey is not only one of the most
populated states — and the No. 1 most
densely populated state — it is also
one of America’s premier sports states.
And there is one school that stands
above them all, one school that has
won more state group championships

— team and individual/relay — than
any other school, by a fairly wide
margin.

And that school is … cue up the
Beach Boys’ 1964 classic “Be True to
Your School” …

When some loud braggart tries to
put me down

And say his school is great, I tell him
right away,

‘Now what’s the matter buddy, ain’t
you heard of my school?

It’s number one in the state.’
That’s right … Westfield Senior High

School.
The Blue Devils.
As the line goes in the school’s alma

mater goes, “Westfield victorious, the
champions of all.”

With 103 state team champions and
251 state individual/relay champions,
WHS has a grand total of 354 state
championships, easily outdistancing
outstanding athletic schools like
Haddonfield (324), Asbury Park (323),
Trenton (322), Willingboro (297) and
Plainfield (296).

This is a very big deal, folks. Think
about it: State championships are not
that easily won, either team or indi-
vidually. One slip, one momentary
lapse, one bad pitch, one injury or
illness and — poof — it’s wait until
next year. The graveyard of runnersup
and third-place finishers is filled with
plenty of “could’ve been the best-ever”
teams and individuals.

And let us not forget that we’re
talking about a public high school that’s
always been at least as well known for
its academic excellence, with a list of
graduates from Ivy League and other
top colleges longer than the list of
Elvis’ and the Beatles’ No. 1 singles
combined.

A negative person might say that
most of WHS’s champion(ship)s have
come from the swimming (32 team,
118 individual) and tennis (20 team, 8
individual) teams — roughly 50 per-
cent. But you could say the same thing
about Asbury Park, Trenton, Bernards
and Willingboro, which all have more
than 80 percent of their total coming
from track and field or cross-country.
(WHS, for the record, has won 22 team
and 100 individual/relay state titles in
cross-country, indoor and spring track;
and its 14 football titles are twice as
many as noted power Phillipsburg.)
And, most important, most of those
titles were won in Group 4, competing
against the big boys and girls, where
it’s much harder to win a state title than
in any other group.

WHS has had state team champion-
ships in 14 different sports (boys bas-
ketball, boys bowling, boys cross-coun-
try, football, boys golf, boys lacrosse,
boys and girls soccer, boys and girls
swimming, boys and girls tennis, boys
indoor and spring track) and state indi-
vidual champions in 14 sports (boys
bowling, boys cross-country, girls fenc-
ing, boys golf, boys and girls gymnas-
tics, boys and girls swimming, boys
and girls tennis, boys and girls indoor
track, boys spring track and wrestling).

Only Haddonfield 19, Moorestown

18 and Ridgewood 15 have team cham-
pionships from more different sports.
And no school has individual champi-
ons from as many different sports.

Here are the Top 25 high schools in
New Jersey history for most state cham-
pionships, team and individual/relay
combined:

School – Total
1. Westfield 354
2. Haddonfield  324
3. Asbury Park 323
4. Trenton 322
5. Willingboro 297
6. Plainfield 296
7. Bernards 268
8. Montclair 265
9. Columbia 247
10. Moorestown 227
11. Woodbury 198
12. Bridgeton 197
13. Monmouth  184
14. Metuchen 180
15. Highland Park 170
16t. Camden 167
16t. Union 167
18. Ridgewood 157
19. Lakewood 150
20. Edgewood/Winslow 149
21. Princeton 148
22. East Orange 146
23. Ramapo 145
24t. Mountain Lakes 144
24t. Rahway 144
Here are the totals for each Union

County school: 1. Westfield 354, 2.
Plainfield 296, 3. Union 167, 4. Rahway
144, 5. Elizabeth 112, 6. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 104, 7. Cranford 99, 8.
Roselle Park 96, 9. Summit 95, 10.
Dayton and Roselle 75, 12. New Provi-
dence 74, 13. Linden 56, 14. Hillside
48, 15. Governor Livingston 35, 16.
Brearley 34, 17. A.L. Johnson 33, 18.
Edison Tech 2.

Here are the totals for each N.J.
county: 1. Essex 2137, 2. Bergen 1946,
3. Union 1899, 4. Monmouth 1647, 5.
Camden 1478, 6. Burlington 1308, 7.
Morris 1183, 8. Middlesex 1026, 9.
Gloucester 895, 10. Somerset 891, 11.
Ocean 850, 12. Mercer 829, 13. Hudson
638, 14. Cumberland 398, 15. Passaic
393, 16. Atlantic 365, 17. Hunterdon
346, 18. Sussex 242, 19. Salem 231,
20. Cape May 220, 21. Warren 193.

Unbelievably, WHS has more state
championships than five entire coun-
ties, and more than Battin/Thomas
Jefferson/Elizabeth, SP-F and Cranford
combined!

If you’re a WHS athlete, parent,
coach, fan or alumni, you might want
to take a moment to pause and reflect
… think back to those hot autumn days
behind Edison for football practice;
Walt Clarkson and his runners doing
their thing through the streets and parks
of town; the 5:30 a.m. practices for the
swim team at the Y’s Rooke Pool; the
wrestlers dragging the mats to the caf-
eteria for practice; the old cinder run-
ning track that never seemed to slow
down guys like Bob McCoy, Dave
Coleman, etc.; the long-ago days be-
fore girls were allowed to participate
in varsity sports, and how they’ve rep-
resented WHS so well since Title IX
came about in 1972.

Sure, there’ve been some heartbreaks
along the way. Plenty of them, in fact.
But it’s only when you’ve experienced
the bad times that you can totally enjoy
the good times. And the good times
have far outnumbered the bad.

Bottom line: No school has done it
better, longer or more often than
Westfield.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Success is usually failure plus a little

more effort.
STATES UPDATE

Congratulations to senior Ravi
Netravali and sophomore Justin Snyder,
who captured the state Doubles Tour-
nament championship with a three-set
victory over a team from Ridge. They
are the first WHS boys doubles cham-
pion, matching Lisa Aliche and Jessica
Bender’s triumph three years ago. The
only boys single state champion was
Dave Robinson in 1976.

A great effort by seniors Adam Bergo
and Brandon Heroux at the track Meet
of Champions last week. Bergo fin-
ished third in the high jump and was
the leader in the triple jump until the
final jump. Heroux finished third in
the javelin.

IN PASSING
Ellas Bates, aka Ellas McDaniel, and

better known to all those who grew up
in the early days of rock-and-roll as Bo
Diddley, passed away last week in
Florida at the ripe ol’ age of 79. Diddley
was famous for his horn-rimmed
glasses, his rectangular or rocket-
pointed Gretsch guitars and, of course,
the famous “Bo Diddley Beat” the back-
bone of many rock-and-roll classics.

And while The Den despises all
things Nike, we do have to admit that
one of the best commercials of all time
included Diddley in the “Bo Knows”
ads for Nike cross-training shoes fea-
turing multi-sport pro athlete Bo Jack-
son. Jackson comes on with Kirk
Gibson (“Bo knows baseball”), John
McEnroe (“Bo knows tennis”),
Michael Jordan (“Bo knows basket-
ball”), Mary Decker (“Bo knows run-
ning”), and many, many others. In the
best one, Jackson unsuccessfully tries
to play the guitar and Bo Diddley says,
“Bo, you don’t know Diddley.”

Last Saturday came news of Jim
McKay’s passing at age 86. McKay’s
“Wide World of Sports” was arguably
the greatest sports program TV has ever
had. “The thrill of victory and the agony
of the defeat” came from the show’s
introduction, and McKay went every-
where to cover everything, from the
biggest to the oddest. Best of all, McKay
was never bigger than the event he was
covering, including his legendary re-
porting of the murder of Israeli athletes
by terrorists at the 1972 Munich Olym-
pics. Most of today’s announcers, sadly,
have forgotten to follow his path.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. If you’d like to know
more about the state championship
totals of a specific school or county,
email bj1019@aol.com.WHS4EVR!!

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

Niki Fry

Call For
More Information!

SPLIT LEVEL

WESTFIELD . . . Meticulous, 8 Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths Split Level. Master Bath,
updated main bath, powder room, family room plus rec Room. Entrance foyer leads to large
living room, formal dining room with Palladian windows, oversized eat-in-kitchen with separate
dining area. Hardwood floors, generous bedrooms, walk-up attic, 2 car garage with turnaround.
Private fenced in backyard with deck, professionally landscaped.  $529,000.   MLS # 2525925

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

Sales Associate

Thomas Bianco

Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome

Sales Associate

GARWOOD
New construction, stately 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial.
Kitchen with granite & stainless steel, family room
fireplace.  WSF0114
Westfield 908-233-5555

KENILWORTH
4 bedroom colonial with central air and 2 car detached
garage. Great opportunity to own your own home.
WSF0068
Westfield 908-233-5555

PLAINFIELD
Old world charm combined with many updates makes
this 3 bedroom, 2 full bath Sleepy Hollow area colonial a
must see.  WSF0292
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Completely renovated 3 bedroom brick cape.  New
kitchen, paint, carpet, landscaping, windows, patio & drive.
Huge master.  WSF0144
Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
Adorable ranch in private setting surrounded by the
Watchung Reservation.  Eat-in kitchen, cac, 2 fireplaces
& more.  WSF0038
Westfield 908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS
Fabulous home almost an acre with circular drive.  5
bedrooms, 3 baths, fireplace, finished basement & more.
WSF0736
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
New construction colonial.Kitchen with granite and
stainless, large family room with fireplace, 4bedrooms and
much more.  WSF9303
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
One of a kind Wychwood Tudor completely upgraded.  4
bedrooms, fabulous gourmet kitchen, family room
fireplace & more.  WSF0126
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Renovated 3 bdrm Split level.  Newer appliances, many
new windows, CAC.  Close to town.  Call for more details.
WSF0142
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Fabulous custom colonial renovation complete with 4
bedrooms, 2.1 baths, eat-in kitchen with granite & much
more.  WSF0937
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Updated colonial in great location.  Spacious kitchen with
dining area, screened porch, family room fireplace, deck
& more.  WSF0377
Westfield 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD
Set on spectacular grounds this home of unparalleded
architectural distinction offers extensive amenities.
WSF9186
Westfield 908-233-5555

$579,900 $279,900 $349,900

$389,000 $385,000 $809,999

$712,500 $2,199,000 $479,000

$1,129,000 $699,000 $2,795,000

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (as of June 8):

TEAM W L
Bare Necessities 8 1
Buffy’s Tavern 7 1
Awnings Galore 5 3
Iceman’s Karaoke 4 3
American Legion/LLG 3 6
D&K Associates 2 7

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
SMC 9 0
Re/Max 5 5
KMD Tuning 4 5
Northwestern Mutual 4 6
Associated Auto Parts 1 8
The Office 1 8

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 5 0
Creative Industries 5 1
Commerce Bank 3 5
Associated Auto Silver 1 5
LA Law 0 6

Bare Necessities 17, Awnings 6
Keith Gibbons, Bob O’Gonush,

Gary Pence and Tony Radice rapped
three hits each for Necessities.
O’Gunush, Joe Massimino, Harry
Semple and Tony Williams blasted
monstrous homers.
KMD Tuning 19, The Office 1

Pete Byer, Cliff DeAnna & Paul
Taeschler (HR) led KMD’s explosive
offense.
RE/MAX 14, Associated Auto 6

RE/MAX received four hits from
Steve Kraemer and three hits apiece
from Dan D’Arcy, Sal Labella and Al
Temple.
SMC 17, Northwestern 9

The Realtors were led on offense
by Pete Osborn with three hits.

Bare Necessities 8, Buffy’s 3
Bob O’Gonush, Joe Massimino

(HR) and Tom Straniero rapped three
hits each for Necessities.
KMD 21, Northwestern 2

KMD’s explosive attack included
four hits each from Cliff DeAnna,
Bill Early and pitcher Ed Quinn. An-
thony Abbaleo slammed a homerun
for the Insurers.
The Office 15, Associated Auto 13
(8-innings)

The Office tied the game with three
runs in the seventh and then scored
three in the eighth to win. Officers
Rich Goski and Lou Koehler had
three hits each and Glen Zuhl whacked
homer and had four RBI. AAP’s Paul
Brody, John Esposito (3-run HR) and
Joe Sarica had three hits each.
Creative 12, Commerce 4

Winning pitcher Tom Lombardi
held the potent offense of the Bankers
to just nine hits, while teammate Karl
Grossmann produced two triples, a
single and three RBI. Grossmann is
now batting .790 for the season.
Kilkenny House 21, Associated Sil-
ver 6

The Housemen exploded for 28
hits, sparked by three hits each from
Howie Busch, Skip Shihar, John
Wieczerak and Gary Wiese.
Buffy’s Tavern 15, D&K 6
American Legion/LLG 14,
Iceman’s Karaoke 8
SMC 9, RE/MAX 2
D&K Associates 10, American Le-
gion/LLG 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR THE PUTTING COURSE…Madison Golf Club Superintendent
Pat Quinlan, left, and Head Pro Craig Lindsay stand by the nine-hole “tricky”
putting green set up by Dave Corbin of The Westfield Leader.


