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WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY JUNE 15th, 1-4PM

SPECIAL PRICING ON SELECT MODELS!
Special Pricing from $499,000

Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Handyman Services

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING OUT A BIG PUSH…Raider Mike Alleman follows through on one of his throws at the Meet of Champions last
week in South Plainfield. Alleman finished second in the state with a throw of 64-4.

ALLEMEN 2ND IN SHOT; BERGO 2ND IN T.J., 3RD H.J.

Local Athletes Have Strong
Showing at ‘MOC’ Track

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOUTH PLAINFIELD— Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Westfield High School athletes took
home a number of state medals at the
NJSIAA track & field Meet of Cham-
pions at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 5.

For one last time, eager spectators
gathered around the shot put area to
watch Raider senior Mike Alleman
and Morristown High School fresh-
man Nick Vena launch their 12-pound
shots more than 60 feet beyond the
circle. Alleman, who beat Vena at the
Group III Championships and broke
the Union County shot record with a
throw of 66-0.5, stepped into the circle
looking to defend his state shot put
title he won last spring.

After both competitors threw in the
62-63 foot range during preliminar-
ies, Vena mustered a 65-3.5 blast,
bettering Alleman’s best of 64-4, to
claim the state title. The two will
meet again at Nike Outdoor Nation-
als on June 21 in Greensboro, N.C.

“I threw 64 feet, which isn’t bad,
but I was definitely hoping for a little
bit more,” said the UConn-bound
Alleman, who placed second in the
event. “I was definitely hoping to end
senior year taking the title.”

Alleman also went to place fourth
in the discus with a throw of 162-11
later that evening.

On the Raider girls’ side, senior
Carlaya Jones finished 13th in the
shot put with a throw of 38-8. Her
teammate, senior Erin Rossi, placed
17th in the discus with a toss of 107-
10 and 24th in the shot put with a
throw of 35-4. 9 Jordan Gray of Gov-
ernor Livingston placed ninth in the
400 meters with a time of 57.23.

Blue Devil senior Adam Bergo had
a stellar evening, placing second in the
triple jump with a leap of 48-10 and
tying for third in the high jump, clear-
ing 6-8. Qaadir Tudor of West Orange
won the high jump with a height of 6-

10 and Montez Blair of Timber Creek
placed second also at 6-10. Chris
Phipps of Lodi won the triple jump
with a distance of 49-04.25.

Bergo, who cleared 7-0 in the high
jump this past winter, came into the
meet with high expectations. On
Thursday, he failed to clear 6-10. “I
said to myself, ‘I want the gold!’ It’s
okay though. I wanted to try to get 7-
0 one last time.”

Despite his shortcomings, Bergo took
nothing for granted. “It was a good year
altogether,” he said with a smile.

Bergo’s teammate, junior Jordan
Johnson, tied for 19th place overall in
the high jump by clearing 6-2.

In the javelin, Blue Devil senior
Brandon Heroux capped off his sea-
son by placing third in the state with
a throw of 195-7 behind Brian Florek
of Old Bridge, who had a toss of 201-
01, and Cody Unger of Jefferson,
who had a throw of 200-03. With a

personal best of 202-4 from Sectionals
this spring, Heroux came into Thurs-
day with the second farthest throw in
the state this year.

“I was hoping for a little better
here,” Heroux said, but like Bergo, he
was pleased nonetheless. “It was a
good season,” he said.

Heroux will be a freshman at Wil-
liam & Mary next year.

Union Catholic Viking Garrett Ellis
crossed fourth in the 400 meters with
a time of 49.24. Mike Suarez, Shariff
Stubbs, Obinna Nwafor and Ellis
placed sixth in the 4x400 at 3:19.12.
Nwafor placed sixth in the long jump
with a leap of 21-08.75 and Blue
Devil Malcolm Allen placed 24th with
a jump of 19-02.5. Viking DJ Thornton
placed 21st in the 1,600 with a time of
4:27.75 and Ryan Kilkenny placed
26th in the 800 at 2:00.43.

Raynor Dinitzio contributed
Alleman’s quote to the story.

BLUE DEVILS FINISH 31-1, 2-YEAR RECORD OF 61-1

Netravali, Snyder Capture
NJSIAA Doubles Net Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just days after the No. 1-ranked
Westfield High School boys tennis
team was dethroned by No. 3
Delbarton 3-2, for the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) title, senior Ravi
Netravali and sophomore Justin
Snyder received the top seed for the
NJSIAA Doubles Tournament and
successfully marched to the title after
stopping third-seeded Merritt Branch
and Bob Gorczakowski of Ridge in
the championship match, 3-6, 6-4, 6-
1. The two Blue Devils had defeated
the Ridge pair in a regular-season
match, 7-6 (8-6), 6-1.

Blue Devil junior Dean Thompson

made it to the “Sweet 16” in the
singles tournament before being
stopped in the fourth round by An-
drew Weeden of Bridgewater-Raritan,
6-4, 6-2.

Netravali and Snyder did not lose a
game until they defeated Alex
Massoneau and Greg Weitzmer
(Montgomery), 6-1, 6-1, in the third
round. After winning a pair of 6-0, 6-
1, matches, they advanced to the semi-
finals where they eliminated fourth-
seeded West Windsor-Plainsboro
South’s Dan Ng and Demetri Vrahnos,
6-0, 6-2.

“It was almost too easy. They lost
something like five games going into
the final match. You could see they

had an attitude with Ridge that it was
going to be easy again. But give the
Ridge team a lot of credit. They were
relaxed and took advantage of it on
the first set. Ravi and Justin didn’t let
that bother them. They started all
over again, came out and dominated
like they were capable of doing,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner.

Ranked No. 1 all season, the Blue
Devils, who won the TOC last year,
won every tournament this season
and swept the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) before handing the TOC
crown to Delbarton, finishing 31-1
and ending their winning streak at 61.

B’ball Raiders Finish 18-7-1,
Should Be Stronger in 2009

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This seasons Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
made huge strides in its quest to
capture the Union County, Sectional
and Conference titles. Finishing with
an 18-7-1 record, the Raiders fea-
tured three seniors, two juniors, four
sophomores and one freshman that
finished with an impressive .362
batting average that included 245
runs, 15 homeruns, 14 triples, 57
doubles and 177 base hits.

“We came into the season know-
ing that we had to put a very young
team out on the field. They proved
that they were worthy to be on that
varsity field and I think that the fu-
ture is very bright for us. The young
guys have a good mentality and a
good work ethic whereby they want
to get better. Hopefully we will con-
tinue to do that and get to that next
level winning a county and a sec-
tional title,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock.

The Raiders defeated Dayton and
Summit before being burned with a
two-run homer in the bottom of the
eighth by Elizabeth in the semifinals
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT).

“Summit was a very hot team, win-
ning nine of their last ten games.
William Hubbard came in, shut them
down and we got back to the semifi-
nals for the first time in about five
years. In the semi’s, Gary Binkiewicz
pitched an awesome game,” said
coach Baylock.

In the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament, the Raiders
shutout South Plainfield, 4-0, in the
first round before falling to Warren
Hills 11-7.

“We wanted to make the state tour-
nament with a young team. That was
our goal. We went to Warren Hills,
took a lead in the sixth inning then
fell a little short, which I think was
due to a little bit of inexperience,”
said coach Baylock.

The Raiders shared Watchung Con-

ference top honors with Elizabeth for
the second consecutive year.

“We kind of backed our way into
the championship with Westfield who
forfeited their last three to four con-
ference games and that took them out
of contention,” noted Baylock.

The low point of the season came
with a 13-12 loss to Westfield.

“We got a bad call on the bases
when it was 12-12 in the seventh and
they wound up beating us on a single
by Olsen,” said coach Baylock.

Sophomore pitcher Binkiewicz
compiled a 7-2 record – losing to
Elizabeth and Westfield – with a 1.94
ERA.

“He had an ERA that is under two.
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This photo was organized by David Corbin with the cooperation of Head Coach George Kapner after the
Blue Devils swept Union County Tournament in Plainfield. See 08apr25-uct-tennis on Leader archives

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCELLENT TENNIS SEASON…The Blue Devils won every tournament this season and swept the Union County
Tournament before handing the Tournament of Champions crown to Delbarton to finish 31-1. The Blue Devil boys include
Ryan Shallcross, Ravi Netravali, Evan Eisenberg, Jared Greene, Matt Gralla, Melvin Diep, Dean Thompson, Greg
Luppescu, James Chu, Justin Snyder, Graeme Stahl, Scott Bernstein and Adam Reich.


