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– Obituaries –
Henry G. Ricardo, 89, DuPont Retiree;
Active In Church, Lions and Knights

Henry G. Ricardo, 89, of Garwood
died on Tuesday, June 3, at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
in Rahway.

Born and raised in Westfield, he
lived in Garwood for more than 50
years.

Mr. Ricardo had been a plant buyer
for DuPont Co. in Newark for 36
years, retiring in 1982.

He served in the United States Army
during World War II.

Mr. Ricardo was a member of the
Holy Name Society of the Church of
St. Anne in Garwood, where he also
was an usher and lector. Additionally,
he was a member of the Garwood
Lions Club and the Garwood Knights
of Columbus, Monsignor Walsh
Council 5437, and the DuPont Ath-
letic Club and Retirees Club.

Surviving are his wife of 50 years,
Mary LePore Ricardo; two sons,

Gerry Ricardo and John Ricardo, and
five grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, June 7, at the Church of St.
Anne.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Garwood
First Aid Squad, Garwood, N.J.
07027.
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Shirley Nicholson, 76
Shirley Wentzel Nicholson, 76,

of Fanwood died on Sunday, June 1,
at the Regency Grande Nursing
Center in Dover.

Born in Reading, Pa., she lived in
Fanwood for more than 40 years.

Mrs. Nicholson had been employed
as an office manager with National
Tool in Mountainside before retiring.

Her husband, Ronald, prede-
ceased her in 1988.

Surviving are her children, Jef-
frey Nicholson, Sheri Principe and
Lori Piazza; four grandchildren,
Courtney and Ashley Principe and
Kaitlin and Marc Piazza, and one
great-grandchild, Jakob.

Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. For
additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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James B. Sweeney, 51
James B. Sweeney, 51, of

Westfield, formerly of Madison, died
on Monday, June 2.

Born in Jolla, Calif., he was raised
in Madison and lived in Westfield
for many years.

Mr. Sweeney was a reinsurance
claims mitigator for more than 20
years. He was a graduate of Upsala
College and received his Master of
Business Administration degree from
Rutgers University.

He was the devoted father of Rich-
ard, Thomas and Christopher
Sweeney; the beloved son of Betty
Martin Sweeney and the late Will-
iam P. Sweeney, and the loving
brother of Beth Panucci, Meg Gillen,
Tom, Tim and Patrick Sweeney. Also
surviving is his former wife, Clair.

A Funeral Mass was offered on Fri-
day, June 6, at St. Vincent Martyr
Church in Madison. Burial took place
at St. Vincent’s Cemetery in Madison.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to New Or-
leans Area Habitat for Humanity
(NOAHH), Attention: Development,
P.O. Box 15052, New Orleans, La.
70175.
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Al and Denise West Receive
Golden Volunteer Award

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced that Al and Denise
West are the 2008 recipients of the
“Y”’s Golden Volunteer Award, the
highest award presented by the “Y.”
They were honored April 21 at the
“Y”’s annual meeting and Strong Kids
Campaign celebration at The
Westwood in Garwood.

The couple, who are residents of
Westfield, has been part of the “Y”’s
Black Achievers program since its
inception 10 years ago. Starting out

as the first Adult Achievers, they be-
came a part of the committee, which
Mr. West later chaired.

They took special interest in the
program as the parents of Justin West,
who was a participant in the program.
In 2002, Mr. West accepted an invita-
tion to become a member of the board.

The Golden Volunteer Award was
initiated in 1973, during the 50th an-
niversary of the Westfield YMCA, as
a way to honor individuals for out-
standing service to the community
and to the “Y.”

The “Y” expressed congratulations
to Mr. and Mrs. West on receiving the
Golden Volunteer Award and thanked
them for their outstanding service and
dedication to the “Y,” the Black Achiev-
ers Program and the community. For
more information on Westfield Area
“Y” programs, call (908) 233-2700, or
visit westfieldynj.org.

GOLDEN MOMENT…Members of the Westfield Area “Y” community honor Al
and Denise West on receiving the “Y”’s Golden Volunteer Award. Pictured at the
award presentation, from left to right, are: Tarajee Russell, Westfield Area “Y”
Teen Program coordinator; Brittany Pryor, a Youth of the Year; Al West, Justin
West, Denise West and Stephen Murphy, Westfield Area “Y” board chairman.

Teen Summer Reading Club
To Kick Off This Monday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will offer an Online Sum-
mer Reading Club called “Metamor-
phosis @ Your Library” from Mon-
day, June 16, to Saturday, August 16.

Those entering grades 6 to 12 who
are full-service library cardholders
and who have a valid e-mail address
are invited to become part of the club
via the Internet.

“Once registered, all teens have to
do is read,” said Adrienne Basso,
Youth Services librarian. “Partici-
pants then keep track of the number
of hours they read and enter the
hours in their Online Reading
Record. Club members can read any
material they choose and in any in-
crement of time.”

All eligible participants must regis-
ter online. Registration will begin on
June 16 and continue throughout the
summer. It can be done from any
Internet-ready computer, including
those located in the library. Prizes will
be awarded, including a free one-night
rental from the library’s DVD collec-

tion, for five hours of reading; a $5 gift
card from Cold Stone Creamery or
Starbucks, for 10 hours, and a new
hardcover book, for 20 hours. To get
started, access the library’s website at
wmlnj.org, select “Teens” and click
on “Summer Reading.”

For any additional information, call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4125.

DEDICATION COMMITTEE…Temple Emanu-El of Westfield will host a
ribbon-cutting celebration for its new parking lot on Wednesday, June 18, from
7:30 to 8 p.m. Members of the public are invited to attend and refreshments will
be served. Participants will meet in the lobby of the temple at the rear of the
building, located at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield. Parking Lot Dedication
Committee members, from left to right, are: Eleanor Peris, Jonna Berman and
Nanci Pompan. For more information, call the temple office at (908) 232-6770.

James Hamlette, Jr., 67, Navy Veteran;
Was Beloved Husband and Father

James T. Hamlette, Jr., 67, of
Plainfield died at home on Saturday,
June 7.

Born in Plainfield, he was raised in
Scotch Plains and graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and from Rutgers University. Mr.
Hamlette was honorably discharged
from the United States Navy.

For the past 30 years of his life, he
was employed in the waste manage-
ment industry.

He leaves to mourn his wife of 26
years, Shirley Pritchard; two sons,
James Hamlette, III and his wife,
Loretta, of Lincoln, Neb.; his daugh-
ter, Sherri Lynne Stephen, and her
husband, Craig, of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia; his son, Thurston James
Hamlette, and his grandson, Isaiah.
He also leaves three sisters and two
brothers, Grace Hamlette, Lois
Hamlette, Norma Keats, Patrick

Hamlette and Harold Hamlette and
his wife, Marva; 11 nieces and neph-
ews; the Cabarras Family of
Montclair; the Pritchard Family of
Norfolk, Va. and the Dixon Family of
Philadelphia, Pa.

Visitation will be held on Saturday,
June 14, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. The funeral will
take place there at 5 p.m. Interment
will be at Arlington National Cem-
etery in Arlington, Va.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Curtis Jackson Schol-
arship Fund at the All Saints’ Epis-
copal Church, 559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For fur-
ther information or to express con-
dolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Activate America Youth
Invited to Celebration
WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area

“Y” will host a year-end party for the
Seventh Grade Activate America par-
ticipants and their families on Tues-
day, June 17, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the main “Y” facility, located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Dr. Marshall Mintz,
sports psychologist and managing
partner of Springfield Psychological
Associates, will speak to the children
and their families. He is a licensed
psychologist with specializations in
clinical and sport psychology.

In the beginning of the 2007-2008
school year, the Westfield Area “Y”
worked with local school officials to
collaborate on a new health and
wellness program for seventh graders.

All seventh graders residing in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood or
Mountainside were eligible to receive
a complimentary limited membership
to the “Y” to take part in wellness and
nutritional programs in an effort to
join the YMCA’s nationwide Acti-
vate America initiative. More than
150 area youth have participated in
the program.

The year-end party will feature din-
ner, prizes, rock climbing and an ob-
stacle course. For more information
or to respond, contact Jennifer
Hessberger at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no. 252, or e-mail
jhessberger@westfieldynj.org.

Fitness Classes Are Set
To Begin In Borough
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Department
has announced that its next session of
fitness classes will begin  this month.

Yoga classes will be offered on
Thursdays from 7 to 8 p.m. beginning
June 26. Instructor Linda Green spe-
cializes in anusara yoga for healing,
therapy and alignment.

Body sculpting classes will be fea-
tured on Monday evenings beginning
June 30, from 7 to 7:45 p.m., led by
personal trainer Lucia Carannante.

Enrollment is limited, and registra-
tion must occur in advance. A mini-
mum number of participants are
needed or the session may be can-
celled. All fitness classes are held in
the Community Room on the second
floor of Mountainside Borough Hall,
located at 1385 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.

Individuals may register at the rec-
reation department. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-0015, or visit
mountainside-nj.com/recreation.htm.

Barbara Johnson, 72, Speech Therapist
With Catholic Community Services

Barbara L. Johnson (née
Lancaster), 72, of Westfield died on
Saturday, June 7, at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit.

Born and raised in West Virginia,
she lived in Westfield for 49 years.

Mrs. Johnson had been a speech
therapist for Catholic Community
Services in Newark for more than 20
years, retiring in 2001.

She graduated from Mary Washing-
ton College of the University of Vir-
ginia with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
1958 and received her Master of Arts
degree from Kean University in 1974.

Surviving are her husband of 49

years, L. Dean Johnson, Jr.; a daugh-
ter, Lauran Johnson-Hunt, and a son,
L. Dean Johnson, III.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 14, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
either to the Humane Society, 124
Evergreen Avenue, Newark, N.J.
07114-2133 or to the American Lung
Association, 1600 Route 22, East,
Union, N.J. 07083-3410.
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WHS Reveals Final Exam
Policies and BASH Details

As reported by the Westfield High
School (WHS) Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Organization (PTSO) via the
Westfield Public School website.

WESTFIELD – All students must
take final exams but may only do so
after they have served all accrued
detention hours and paid all school
fines.

All students must take their final
exams at the times noted in the
exam schedule. Any request for an
exemption (other than seniors quali-
fying under the senior exam ex-
emption policy) must be approved
in advance by Assistant Principal
Doug Sanford.

All exams are two hours in length
unless a particular extended time
arrangement is made. Five addi-
tional minutes have been added to
each session to provide time to col-
lect and secure all materials.

Exams are scheduled in the rooms
in which the classes normally take
place. During the morning break,
students can report to the student
center, library or cafeteria.

The final make-up exam sched-
ule is listed in the student hand-
book. Since the final exam is con-
sidered to be an integral part of any
course, failure to take the final exam
as provided above will result in a
failure for that course.

The attendance policy has been
modified this year. Students who do
not have an exam or an assigned
class may stay home rather than
being required to come to school.

There are departments and
courses that do not give mid-term
and final exams. These include
physical education, fine arts, TV
production, industrial arts, contem-
porary living and music. On a pilot
basis this year, students with courses
in the above-mentioned departmen-
tal areas will no longer be required
to attend a class. Physical-educa-
tion staff will supervise the gym for
students who wish to use it.

Classes for the other departments
will meet, but attendance will be
optional. Staff members will be in

their rooms to assist students with
make-up work, project and portfo-
lio completion, etc.

Support services for special-edu-
cation students will be available dur-
ing exam week.

Seniors may be exempted from
the final exam in a given full-year
course, subject to the conditions:
grade of A for the year; no grade
lower than a B, including mid-year
exam; no in-school or out-of-school
suspensions; no cuts in the class
where the exemption is requested;
no pending central detention as-
signments after June 1. English de-
partment senior projects do not fall
under this policy.

Westfield High School gradua-
tion is less than three weeks away
(June 19), and final plans are under-
way for BASH 2008, the all-night
alcohol-free and drug-free gradua-
tion party for seniors.

While there is no charge for a
senior to attend BASH 2008, for the
last 19 years, about 70 percent of the
$27,000 budget comes from senior
parents. To date, only 50 percent of
senior parents have contributed. A
donation of $75 is suggested.

Donations payable to “Project
Graduation” can be mailed to The
Optimist Club of Westfield, P.O.
Box 2213, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
So far, 350 seniors have signed up
to attend.

All seniors must sign the blue
“Code of Conduct” form to receive
a bus-boarding pass for BASH 2008.
All seniors must take the bus and
are not allowed to drive. Bus ser-
vice is from the WHS parking lot to
Ricochet Health and Racquet Club
in South Plainfield. Buses will be-
gin departing at 10:30 p.m.

Activities at BASH 2008 include
music by DJ Jerry Benaquista, sumo
wrestling and pedestal jousting,
dancing, swimming, racquetball, vol-
leyball, wallyball, pickleball, bas-
ketball, magic show, indoor games,
contests (lip synch, dance contest),
massages, manicures, handwriting
analysis, fortune telling, palm read-
ing, caricaturists and food all night.

Robert Phillips Chosen as
New Deerfield Principal

By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
announced at its May 27 meeting that
it had approved the appointment of
Robert Phillips as principal of its
Deerfield School, effective July 1
through June 30, 2009. Mr. Phillips is
replacing Jeanette Baubles, who took
the place of former Chief School Ad-
ministrator Richard O’Malley.

Mr. Phillips comes to Mountainside
from the Bridgewater-Raritan school
district where he has been the princi-
pal of the Van Holten School, a K-4
school, for the past two years. Prior to
that position, he was the assistant
principal of the middle school in that
district, also for two years.

In an effort to get back to working
in middle school, Mr. Phillips de-
cided to leave his position in
Bridgewater-Raritan and apply for
the Mountainside opening, which he
felt was an “excellent fit” for his K-8
administration experience, he told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

“I have heard great things about
Mountainside,” he said, mentioning
that he liked the smaller size of the
district, and has extensive experience
with the same programs the district is
offering, such as Everyday Math,
guided reading, a reading workshop

and a writer’s workshop.
 “I have a passion for technology,”

Mr. Phillips said, expressing his de-
sire to propel the district forward in
terms of integrating technology into
the classrooms and school district
and help bring the schools up to date.

Mr. Phillips is originally from
Manville, but relocated to pursue his
educational goals. Before returning
to New Jersey, he taught middle school
social studies and math in Fairfax
County, Va., and later was the assis-
tant principal of Oak View Elemen-
tary School, a K-6 school. He has
coached high school basketball, foot-
ball, lacrosse and tennis.

He told The Leader and The Times
that he and his wife made the decision
to move back to New Jersey when
their first daughter was born so that
they could be closer to family and
their Somerset County roots.

Mr. Phillips has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Economics from Penn-
sylvania State University, a master’s
degree in special education from
George Washington University and
an Education Specialist degree in edu-
cational leadership and policy stud-
ies from Virginia Tech. He lives in
Flemington with his wife, Lisa, and
his two daughters, Katie, 4, and Jes-
sica, 1.

At Deerfield, he will be paid an
annual salary of $117,000.

Mobile Shredding Program
Heads to Vo-Tech June 26

SCOTCH PLAINS  — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that its next mobile
paper-shredding program will be avail-
able on Thursday, June 26, in Scotch
Plains on the campus of the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools.

The Union County Vo-Tech
Schools are located at
1776 Raritan Road. The Cintas shred-
ding company will be at the site from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain
or shine.

 All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. Documents should not be
bound and plastic binders and
paperclips should be removed. Resi-
dents should continue to recycle non-
confidential papers and magazines

with their municipal recycling pro-
gram. The shredding event will end
before 2 p.m. if the shredding truck
reaches capacity.

 Documents are put into 96-gallon
containers provided by the shredding
company. The items are then dumped
onto a conveyor belt and put through
the shredder. Participants are welcome
to view the shredding process via a
closed-circuit television. The shredded
documents are then recycled, shipped
to paper mills and used as pulp.

 The mobile shredding program is
paid for through funds from the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection Solid Waste Services Tax
Grant. For more information or di-
rections, call (908) 654-9889 or visit
us online at ucnj.org/recycle.

Service Dogs Are Topic
Of Program Tomorrow

WESTFIELD – The Shetland
Sheepdog Club of Northern New Jer-
sey will hold a presentation tomor-
row, Friday, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. by
the Essex County Puppy Club en-
titled “The Eyes of Hope” at the
Westfield Community Center, located
at 558 West Broad Street.

Attendees will learn the history of
the Seeing Eye program, how puppies
are trained and how they are prepared
for a lifetime of service as guide dogs
for the visually impaired. Individuals
are asked to use the main entrance on
Palsted Avenue.

                                                   


