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Wishing Every Dad a Happy Day;
Many Ways They Show Their Love
This Sunday, millions of families throughout the

United States will celebrate Father’s Day, a day set
aside each year to honor those men – fathers, hus-
bands, grandfathers and other special male figures –
who occupy a unique and cherished place in the lives
of their children.

From the time they are born and into adulthood,
children look to their fathers for strength, love and
protection, as well as sound advice on sorting out the
many complexities of life as they mature. A father is
the primary role model for his son and the first man
to win his daughter’s heart, privileges that enable
him to profoundly influence the adults his children
will become and their future relationships.

Fathers proudly wear many hats, and typically
possess many talents. They tell bedtime stories and
funny jokes, help with homework and referee sibling
squabbles, and seem to know how to build or fix just
about anything. Dads even have been known to help
out Santa – wrestling with a supposedly “easy-to-
assemble” toy stove, dollhouse or board game into
the wee hours Christmas morning – just to have it
ready in time.

Dads make good baseball and fishing buddies,
serve as confidants and gently treat scraped elbows
and knees. They have a way with the grill at family
barbecues, watch over their kids in the ocean and try
their best to look relaxed while teaching them to
drive. They proudly walk their daughters down the
aisle to be married, and take great joy in spoiling
their grandchildren.

By example, a good father imparts many life
lessons. In showing love and respect for his children
and their mother, he lays a solid foundation upon
which his children will one day build marriages and
families of their own. In going to his job each day,

and in going the extra mile in life, he forges within
his children a strong work ethic and sense of respon-
sibility. In showing patience and understanding, he
encourages these qualities in his youngsters as well.

In his willingness to sacrifice for his family, a
father teaches his children the importance of putting
others above self; in setting rules and limits, he
teaches them right from wrong; in living by his
principles, he teaches his children to live good lives
and to always be true to themselves and those around
them. A father’s greatest legacy is inspiring his
children to be the best people they can be.

Father’s Day also offers the chance to say thank
you to those “other” dads, whether they be stepfa-
thers, uncles or another close person, who fill that
vitally important role in the lives of those who look
up to them as a father figure. For those whose fathers
are no longer living, it is a day for families to
reminisce and remember times shared together.

Yes, many will gather this Sunday to honor the
fathers in their families and to show their apprecia-
tion with cards, gifts and other gestures of affection.
In houses of worship, clergy will extol a father’s
great presence in the lives of his children. Yet while
millions of dads will spend this day with their loved
ones, many others will not have this precious oppor-
tunity. Let us remember these men as well – the
fathers on the battlefield thousands of miles from
home, the fathers who live far from their children and
those who, for whatever other reason, will spend this
day apart from them. A telephone call, card or e-
mail, on Father’s Day or any other time, would surely
make their day.

With gratitude and appreciation, we wish all the
fathers in our communities and beyond a very happy
Father’s Day.

WF Parking Statistics
Are Confusing

In The Westfield Leader on May 15,
Mr. [Sal] Caruana [councilman] stated,
“Our 966 meter and pay station parking
spaces are averaging 125,000 uses per
month…” On May 29, Mr. Skibitsky
[mayor] said, “Our pay stations currently
average over 71,000 parking transactions
per month…”

Is the difference, 54,000 uses, related to
parking metered spaces? If so, what is the
significance?

Confusing, fragmented statistics do not
help the public understand the informa-
tion. Let us strive for full, fair, complete
and objective disclosure of all the facts
before addressing subjective and practi-
cal evaluations and conclusions, which
may or may not be consistent with finan-
cial or other statistical facts.

In life, human actions are often incon-
sistent with facts, and the two should not
be commingled.

Tim Harrington
Westfield

Roughneen Calls for Support
Of Republican Party Candidates

Well, that is that. What a hard-earned 7
percent of the vote! Thanks for every-
thing.

If you did support me, I truly ask you to
give your energy to our Republican Party’s
candidates. America needs patriots, not
spendthrifts, in Washington, D.C.

With John McCain in the Oval Office,
and with Zimmer and Lance, along with
Iraq Veterans for Congress, our next Presi-
dent will have the support he needs.

If ever there was a woman who personi-
fies what is wrong with New Jersey, it is
Linda Stender. Worse than being a help-
less spender, she is a quitter. Quitting on
soldiers and America’s promise to the
Iraqis is worse than being a spender —
and we need to defeat her.

With Senator McCain, Congressman

Zimmer and Senator Lance, we have a
winning line. It would have been an honor
to run under our Presidential nominee, but
that privilege awaits Senator Leonard
Lance.

As Drill Sergeant McClellan used to
say in that summer of 1988 at basic train-
ing, “Let’s get it on.”

On to victory!
Please do me a favor. Save any road/

yard signs you see or have. You never
know. They were expensive, and maybe
after I raise some children, we’ll give this
Congress thing another try one day. Oth-
erwise, that plastic should be recycled,
and I will see to that.

Tom Roughneen
Watchung

Hoop Causes ‘Hoopla’
In Westfield Neighborhood

It is with much disappointment that I
write this letter. Two days ago, we re-
ceived a violations notice stating that we
would have to remove the basketball hoop
that overhangs the street in front of our
house. When I called the Town of
Westfield, I was told that there was a
complaint, and now, the town needs to
enforce “Land Use Ordinance 13.02.”

The ordinance states that “basketball
backboards located within or adjacent to a
driveway should not be more than 15 feet
tall and should be setback at least five feet
from the rear and side property lines and
at least 20 feet from the front property
line.”

This basketball hoop has been in place
for over four years, and no one has ever
complained to us. Our neighbors were just
as shocked as we were when we received
the notice. The hoop was placed in that
location because we do not have another
viable location for it on or around our
property. If we did have another location,
we would comply without hesitation.

This basketball hoop has brought hours
of fun, entertainment and exercise to my
three children as well as our neighbors’
children. When I explained to our chil-
dren that we no longer could have the
basketball hoop, they were devastated as
well as confused.

It is a shame that in the great Town of
Westfield, children are being banned from
playing a game of basketball in front of
their own house. In today’s society, where
so much emphasis is placed on childhood
obesity, you would think a town would
encourage good-old-fashioned, healthy
fun like playing basketball. In addition, I
feel comfortable having my children in
front of my house where I can keep an eye
on them and provide supervision.

I can honestly say that my children
probably would not have come to love the
game of basketball if it wasn’t for the
hoop in front of my house. It has always
been easy for them to be out front and
practice their shooting. Unfortunately, I
cannot take them to a park every time they
want to play basketball.

I can also say that having the basketball

hoop in front of our house has given our
children the opportunity to spend more
time with our neighbors’ children and
their friends. It gives them something
constructive to do, and it has strengthened
their friendships. Some of my neighbors
have even commented to me that they
love seeing the kids out front playing. It
really gives life to the neighborhood.

I guess the Town of Westfield would
rather the kids sit inside and play video
games or surf the Internet.

In closing, I would like to thank the
person who took the time and energy to
complain about this terrible situation. I
hope that the person understands that his
or her unnecessary actions have caused a
great deal of unhappiness amongst many
children in our neighborhood.

Christine Rinaldi
Westfield

Legion’s Flag for my
Father Touched Heart
Last Sunday on Mother’s Day, my fam-

ily and I were visiting my father at the
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. We saw
a man and a woman walking around with
a clipboard and placing American flags at
different gravesites. I went over to talk to
them and learned they were from the
Westfield American Legion and were plac-
ing flags on the graves of the Veterans.

They checked their list for me and
confirmed my dad’s name, Dennis Francis
Maher Jr., was on their database. They
gave me a flag to put on his grave.

I can’t begin to tell you how moved we
were and also how thankful. I have since
learned that your organization places
American Flags on more than 3,000 graves
every year. This means so much to us and
would make my dad, who just passed
away a few weeks ago, so happy.

He was such a proud American and
Marine from World War II. He always
flew the American Flag as well as the
Marine Corps Flag. The Marines were at
his burial service.

I am constantly getting solicitations in
the mail from so many organizations look-
ing for cash donations. Meanwhile, here
is your organization, doing this service so
lovingly for my dear father. I am so appre-
ciative of your actions that, in a gesture of
thanks, I am sending you a donation and
will continue to do so every year. I have
also sent word about the Westfield Ameri-
can Legion to my family and have encour-
aged them to contribute to you as well.

Again, thank you so much. My father
was so loved and precious to us. We miss
him terribly. To witness your act of kind-
ness and attentiveness in honoring my fa-
ther, and all these brave veterans who gave
so much to our country, was impressive.

Barbara Jean Powelson
Califon

SP Is Squandering
Its Green Space

My husband and I moved to Scotch
Plains almost 40 years ago because of its
rural feel and pride in open “green spaces.”
Over the years, our family has volun-
teered on the fire department, at its public
schools, scouts and the local house of
worship. We raised our three children
here, all of whom went to SP-F schools,
and have even hosted an exchange student
from Columbia.

When the new, lighted soccer field be-
hind the south side firehouse was pro-
posed, a majority of the residents in the
neighborhood objected. Those objections
were overridden by the town in favor of
the recreation department’s needs. Work
has now begun, but the manner in which
the environment is being destroyed is
truly disappointing and disillusioning.

Acres of woodland and open space
have been cleared for what will become
artificial turf and concrete retaining walls.
The impact on the wildlife, flora and fauna
is undoubtedly significant. In short,
they’ve paved paradise and put up a park-
ing lot.

I have loved living in this community,
but these recent developments have sad-
dened and disappointed me greatly. In
fact, it has made me question whether or
not the time has come for us to leave
Scotch Plains – for good.

Marge Francisco
Scotch Plains

Sadly, Corzine Immediately Dismissed
Reasonable State Budget Changes

Recently, the Senate and Assembly
Republican Caucuses presented Gover-
nor Jon Corzine with $1.32 billion in
budget savings. The changes we proposed
last week are a common-sense fiscal strat-
egy designed to make New Jersey more
affordable and Trenton more accountable
to its citizens. We also announced long-
term structural reforms to the state pen-
sion and benefits system and an economic
growth plan that will create jobs and revi-
talize our economy.

Our savings would appropriate $500
million to the nearly bankrupt Transporta-
tion Trust Fund without raising tolls or the
gas tax. The plan would restore municipal
aid and direct property tax relief programs
to, at least, last year’s level. We would
also restore aid to hospitals and nursing
homes, eliminate the Medicaid co-pay
increase, fund higher education scholar-

ship programs and reinvest in the arts.
Sadly, Governor Corzine immediately

dismissed our effective reasonable
changes to the state budget. We answered
the Governor’s challenge to identify rev-
enue neutral alternatives to his budget
plan in good faith; yet, he is unwilling to
consider our proposals.

The full text of our budget alternatives
is available online at senatenj.com and
njassemblyrepublicans.com. Please take
the time to study our budget savings and
call the governor’s office at (609) 292-
6000 and ask him to reconsider this com-
mons sense proposal to restore property
tax relief and reduce unnecessary spend-
ing.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Asm. Eric Munoz

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Legislative District 21

Suggestions for
Westfield Lacrosse

As a former board member of the
Westfield Lacrosse Club (WLC), I feel
more representative voice should be given
to many of the players and parents. Some
comments are:

Closed board meetings fail to allow
parents to voice opinions and concerns.

Board members should be representa-
tive of the active membership. Currently,
there are four board members who no
longer have children playing lacrosse in
the WLC. I think it is in the best interests
of the club to have board members who
have children active in the program.

There are no term limits for the board.
If there were, new voices with fresh ideas
would arise.

There should free-flowing communi-
cation that would benefit the working
relationship with WHS lacrosse coaches
and programs.

Other parents have spoken of this to me
and I hope this letter facilitates the sug-
gestions.

Mark Frega
Westfield

Sen. Lieberman and Gov. Kean
Announce Support for John McCain
Former New Jersey Governor Tom

Kean (R) and U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman
(I) issued statements last Friday support-
ing Republican John McCain for Presi-
dent. Governor Kean called for New Jer-
sey voters to join “Citizens for McCain,”
a new grassroots effort headed by Senator
Lieberman of Connecticut, to rally Ameri-
cans of all political parties to support Sen.
John McCain’s candidacy.

Mr. Kean said. “As we prepare to fight
for the future stability of our country, I
think it’s of the highest importance to
support the candidate who will use his
experience, courage and integrity to bring
America forward to a positive future. That
is why I would like to welcome all Demo-
crats, Republicans, Independents and sup-
porters of both Senators Clinton and
Obama to join John McCain’s presiden-
tial campaign. Now is a critical time to put
partisanship behind us and show our sup-
port for a man who is ready to lead America
forward from Day One.”

Senator Lieberman wrote, “Today, I
asked Senator McCain if I could create
and chair a new grassroots organization,
Citizens for McCain, [johnmccain.com]
an organization within the McCain cam-
paign for people who put country before
political party and support the candidate

for President who has a proven record of
bipartisanship.

“As you know, I caucus with the Demo-
crats as a United States Senator and was
the Democrat Party’s nominee for Vice-
President against President Bush and Vice
President Cheney.

“But first and foremost, I am an Ameri-
can. I have an obligation to do what I think
is best for our nation – regardless of politi-
cal party. My love for this country and
strong belief in John McCain’s character,
judgment and willingness to work with
leaders of both parties has convinced me
to support him for President.

“I have worked with John McCain for
many years in the U.S. Senate and know
from experience that he can unite Demo-
crats, Republicans and Independents like
no one else in this country. He did it in the
United States Senate, and he can do it as
President of the United States. I am confi-
dent we will find many Democrats and
Independents who, like John McCain and
me, put country before political party and
will support a leader with a real record of
bipartisanship.

“I am proud to call John McCain my
friend and ask you to help our friend
become the next President of the United
States.”

Westfield Town Council Should Take
A Position on Muhlenberg Closing

The June 5 Westfield Leader reported
that the Westfield Town Council had yet
to take a position on the proposed closing
of Muhlenberg Hospital. The mayor said
in response to a request from Westfield
residents that he planned to speak with the
chairs of the Public Safety and Finance
Committees the following week.

I’m disappointed that Westfield’s
elected leaders delayed acting until now
on an issue important to the health and
well being of many Westfielders and
neighbors. More than three months have
passed since the intent to close was offi-

cially announced. The issues and poten-
tial consequences have been discussed in
numerous articles and letters in local
media. Eleven other communities are
reported to have already formally ex-
pressed concern.

The June 12 deadline for comment to
the State Health Planning Board will have
expired by time this letter appears. While
the issues affecting Muhlenberg and
Solaris Health Systems are complex, and
some maintain the decision to close
Muhlenberg was unavoidable, I’d thought
our town’s leaders would have recog-
nized sooner the importance of having
Westfield “on the record.” Even officials
at competing hospitals acknowledge that
Muhlenberg has been an important area
resource for emergency and inpatient care
and acknowledge that the rapid reduction
of our region’s bed capacity by 300 and
our area workforce by more than 1,000 is
a negative for our region.

Clearly, this isn’t a good time for state
and local budgets, and it is easy to regard
Muhlenberg’s problems as another
community’s and other peoples’ rather
than our own. But allowing our area’s
public health infrastructure to decline not
only puts others at risk, it puts us at risk,
too. I hope Westfield won’t just look the
other way.

My wife is a medical social worker
with Solaris/Muhlenberg Home Care, and
Muhlenberg has cared for our family.

Shane McDermott
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Town
Council, Tuesday night,drafted a resolu-
tion that states concern over Muhlenberg’s
closing and asks the New Jersey Board of
Health to “think before closing it.”

Thank You, This
Wonderful Community

We just wanted to thank everyone who
came out to get their cars washed, help
wash cars and to everyone for the dona-
tions to The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.

None of this would of been possible
without of all you. We had a crazy weather
day, with one hour of rain, but people still
kept coming. The children were able to
learn the true value of fundraising.

Jake picked this project because of our
years involved in Light the Night — We
dedicate this car wash to the late Peter de
Oliva and Sally Mandeville, who we miss
dearly. We raised over $1,000, and of
course, we could not of done it without of
all you.

Thanks again to this wonderful com-
munity.

Lori and Jake Kaplan
Westfield

Westfield Night Place
Volunteers Thanked

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department and the 3,500 students who
participated in the Night Place program
during the school year, I thank the numer-
ous volunteers for their time, energy, en-
thusiasm and commitment.

Thanks to volunteers, Night Place is
able to keep costs to a minimum and
thrive. Volunteers such as Greet Hershey
and Jolly Thomas need to be acknowl-
edged for their leadership and support. I
also thank Chuck Ropars and Ray Bevere
of the recreation department for their ex-
cellent managing of the program.

The success of “Night Place” is due to
the commitment of everyone involved.

Parents, please look in the mail for your
child’s packet from the schools this sum-
mer to sign up to chaperone or to help out
as a committee member next year.

Traci Kastner
Westfield Recreation Department

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Terebinth – A small European tree of

the sumac family. Turpentine tree.
4. Debullition – Boiling over

RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the recession

of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

DEAVE
1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp

BOREEN
1. A hard, brittle biscuit
2. Wetland; bogs
3. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

4. A lane leading from the main road
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Review of School District Superintendent Contracts
Last week, N.J. Education Com-

missioner Lucille Davy ordered all
school districts to submit copies of
superintendent contracts to county
super-superintendents for review of
potential abuse. The commissioner
urged the public to review the con-
tracts.

In response, this newspaper sub-
mitted an Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) request on June 2 to Union
County Superintendent of Schools

Carmen Centuolo for email copies of
all the county school district adminis-
trative contracts.

We were referred to the State OPRA
Custodian and have not heard if, when
and how they will comply with the
request. They requested patience due
to the volume of requests.

The Westfield School district on its
own initiative provided The Westfield
Leader with a copy of their contract
with the superintendent.

References were made in the
Westfield contract to the agreement
with the Westfield Association of
Administrators and Supervisors. We
have requested a copy of this agree-
ment.

We have posted all information re-
ceived for the public at goleader.com/
features. We will add to the posting as
additional information is obtained.

We welcome public analysis and
comment.


