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POLICE BLOTTER

TICK TOCK...Richard Edge (left) and Jack Gordin inspect parts for restoring
the clock from the 1930s that hangs at the corner of Elm and East Broad Street
in downtown Westfield.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOUNCIN’ BABES...Staying cool by catching the breeze, Leah and Jonah
Strachman, right, of Fanwood enjoy Sunday’s street fair. The Fanwood
preschoolers had the inflated “ride” to themselves, while other families with
children ate, listened to the music or visited the craft tents. The fair was sponsored
by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, a teenager return-

ing to his home in the 700 block of
Clark Street heard noises inside the
house and subsequently discovered a
flat screen television had been removed
from a downstairs home entertainment
center and was left lying on the floor.

Police responded to the scene, along
with the Union County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 Unit, to check the residence. No
one was seen in the vicinity of the home
and nothing was reported missing, ac-
cording to police. The incident remains
under investigation.

Friday, June 6, Evan Fernandez, 19,
and Michael Downer, 18, both of
Westfield, were arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
Kimball Avenue. Each was charged with
possession with intent to distribute less
than 50 grams of marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and underage
possession of alcohol. Both men were
processed at Westfield police headquar-
ters, issued summonses and released
pending a court appearance.

Friday, June 6, Omar Harris, 39, of
Linden was arrested at Plainfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
criminal warrant from Westfield. He
was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of $578 bail.

Saturday, June 7, Eric Diaz, 30, of
Belford was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on outstanding motor
vehicle warrants from Clark and
Middletown. Bail amounts on the war-
rants were $120 and $228, respectively.
Diaz was released after posting bail.

Sunday, June 8, a resident of the 500
block of South Chestnut Street reported
the theft of $60 in cash plus three credit/
debit cards from her purse while it was
left unattended in an unsecured room at
a local church.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 3, Ashlee Christmas,

19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for an outstanding warrant af-
ter being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. She was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.

Wednesday, June 4, a resident re-
ported that someone removed gift cards
from her purse.

Wednesday, June 4, a student at the
Union County Magnet School reported
that someone removed her Ipod valued
at $300 from the treadmill at the gym.

Wednesday, June 4, Paul Longson,
18, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana.
According to police, he was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and officers
discovered the marijuana. He was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released after posting
bail, police said.

Thursday, June 5, Christian Lalau,
18, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with distribution of marijuana
in a park. According to police, officers
responded to a report of narcotics activ-
ity at Haven Avenue Park at which time
they said they observed Lalau selling
marijuana. He was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.

Thursday, June 5, Mandel Sly, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
for resisting arrest. According to police,
officers responded to a report of an indi-
vidual driving a car without the owner’s
consent. After being stopped by police,
Sly attempted to run, authorities said.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.

Fanwood
Friday, June 6, Shakirah Griffin, 30,

of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Scotch Plains warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Friday June 6, at 3:30 a.m. a Patterson
Road resident reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to his home
through breaking a window but fled

when the victim arrived at the scene of
the break-in. According to police, the
incident is under investigation.

Friday, June 6, a bank on North Av-
enue reported that someone cashed
fraudulent checks in April in the amount
of $955 and $975. According to police,
the suspect has been identified and
charges are pending.

Saturday, June 7, a 17-year old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested in the
500 block of North Avenue for shoplift-
ing. According to police, he was also
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult pending a court date in Elizabeth
Family Court, police said.

Saturday, June 7, a resident of
Chetwood Terrace reported that some-
one entered his home and removed two
sets of car keys. According to police,
two vehicles, a 2009 Toyota and a 1999
Mercury were stolen from the drive-
way. The vehicles were recovered the
next day in Plainfield, police said.

Saturday, June 7, Jennifer L. Hopkins,
26, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Edgewater
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, she
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, June 8, Daniel C. Smith, 20,
of Martinsville a passenger in a vehicle,
was arrested for multiple Monroe Town-
ship warrants after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. Tracy A. Getchis, 26,
the driver of the vehicle was arrested
for an outstanding Trenton warrant.
Getchis was also charged with posses-
sion of CDS paraphernalia. According
to police, both individuals posted bail
and were released.

Monday, June 9 Regina K.
Jonesbooker, 42, of Sicklerville was
arrested for an outstanding warrant out
of Maywood after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. According to police,
she posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, June 10, Kelly A. McGrath,
27, of Linden was arrested for an out-
standing Linden warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, she posted bail and was re-
leased.

Garwood
Tuesday, June 3, Maria Sosa, 51, of

Perth Amboy was arrested on South
Avenue just past the Westfield line and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence and for driving with a suspended
license. She was also charged with hav-
ing an open alcohol container in a ve-
hicle and an obstruction on her wind-
shield view, police said.

She was taken to police headquarters
where police said she failed a breath test.
Sosa was released to a family member
pending a June 9 municipal court date.

Tuesday, June 3, Jose Arroyo, 44, of
Roselle was arrested in the 100 block of
North Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous substance,
suspected to be marijuana, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was re-
leased pending a June 9 court date.

Thursday, June 5, Steven Reilly, 38,
of Cranford was arrested at the
Garwood Mall and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance determined to be marijuana and
drug paraphernalia, a brass pipe. Po-
lice responded to the scene on a suspi-
cious person call.

Reilly was also charged with an ac-
tive traffic warrant out of Morristown.

He was released after posting bail
pending a Garwood Municipal Court
hearing.

Monday, June 9, Noelle Bradbury,
37, of Union was arrested in the 400
block of North Avenue and charged
with driving under the influence of al-
cohol, having an open alcohol con-
tainer in a motor vehicle and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

She was transported to police head-
quarters where she failed a breath test,
police said. Bradbury was later released
pending a municipal court date.
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Muhlenberg Hospital
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Zoning Bd. OKs Three
Applications at Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment last
week approved three applications and
put off action on two others until next
month.

Susan and Brian Lewand received a
variance to allow construction of an
addition to their home at 1922 Parkwood
Drive. A setback requirement of 25 feet
was waived for the addition, which will
be situated 17 feet from the property
line. Mark and Bonnie Cimring also
received a variance allowing them to
construct an addition, including a front
porch, to their home at 1597 Ramapo
Way. The front setback will be about 31
feet vs. the required 40 feet set forth in
the local zoning ordinance.

Michael Criscitiello of 141 Glenside
Avenue received a variance to permit
the construction of a 192-square foot
shed that will be mostly situated in his
front yard. Local zoning requirements
are for secondary buildings to be situ-
ated to the rear of the front setback
building line.

At its July 10 meeting, the board will
continue hearings on two other appli-
cations. Penni Jade Green was seeking
side yard and rear yard setback vari-
ances to allow the construction of a
sunroom and deck at 1195 Washington

Avenue, but some issues regarding prop-
erty lines, particularly as they relate to
adjacent Kramer Manor Park.

Ms. Green was asked to re-do her site
plans so the board can consider them
next month.

The board next month will also hear
from representatives of Westfield Hall
about why a certain type of fence was
installed at the group’s house of wor-
ship at 2265 South Avenue. In Novem-
ber 2006, the board approved the group’s
application to convert the building that
housed the Friendly’s restaurant on
South Avenue into a house of worship.

Included in that approval was a
stipulation that a board-on-board
fence would be installed at the rear of
the property along the railroad tracks.
Last week, Westfield Hall requested
an amendment to their site plan to
allow the ex post facto installation of
a metal picket fence instead of the
previously approved type of fence.

The installed fence’s height may
also conflict with local zoning ordi-
nances governing fence heights along
front and side yards, officials said.
The board will need to determine if
the new fence should be considered
to be situated along the front of the
property, since the building’s main
entrance is at the rear, or the side of
the property.

explore different ownership options.
Others simply called for more time

to work out a solution and asked that
the board require Solaris to retain its
license to operate Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility for one year so that
a comprehensive evaluation of what
health services needed to be main-
tained could be conducted.

Some were disappointed at what
they perceived as a lack of support
from local political leaders. State
Assemblyman Gerald Green of
Plainfield was attacked. “Why did
Mr. Green not say something to the
public earlier?” asked Chao I-Chen
of Plainfield.

Mary Zink, an active member of
the Plainfield community, said, “We
will not vote for Green, [Governor
Jon] Corzine or [Assemblywoman
Linda] Stender if they do not help us
address this issue. It is polite to say
‘We hear you,’ but we need action.”

“We will make this a political is-
sue,” she concluded.

“Our elected government must be
held accountable for those who voted
them into office,” added Joseph
Barnes of Plainfield.

Word came on Friday after the meet-
ing that department managers at
Muhlenberg were notified that the hos-
pital will continue to operate as an
acute care facility until Friday, June 27,
two weeks more than expected.

Some employees in attendance said

the facility had already been stripped
of many of its abilities to function.
According to staff, residency pro-
grams have been discontinued and
key functions transferred to other
hospitals like JFK.

Bill Nagl summed up the position
of many in attendance when he said
that the real issue is “the disparity of
health care between the haves and
have-nots.”

After delivering an account of how
Muhlenberg saved her life when she
went into acute respiratory distress,
Patricia Richards stated to cheers that
she was, “here tonight as a warrior of
the cause to keep this hospital open. We
are minorities here – we need help.”

Calling the meeting to a close,
Board Chairman Donlen called the
audience a “spirited group” and the
situation a “very painful thing.” She
said the next step was for a public
voting session to be called, at which
Solaris will formally present its ap-
plication to close Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility.

“I have no idea,” she said, when
asked what the board may recom-
mend to Commissioner Heather
Howard, who will make the final de-
termination on the fate of Muhlenberg.

“Don’t leave us,” said Flor
Gonzalez in a final plea.

Many vowed to fight on as long as
there is a chance to save the hospital.

The decision will be made in Trenton.

Fanwood Council Reviews
Policies on Development

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COOL IN THE SHADE...With temperatures in the 90s for the Fanwood Street
Fair, people grabbed any shade they could find to cool down. The fair, held
Sunday, is sponsored by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

WF Diner Waitress
Arrested in Fraud Case

BY KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford resident
John Polo Jr., 38, pleaded guilty on
Monday to four cases of fraud and iden-
tity theft, according to Assistant Pros-
ecutor for Union County Ann Rubin.

The investigation into the thefts
began in October of 2007, when two
customers from the Westfield Diner
reported there were fraudulent pur-
chases made on their credit cards
from P.C. solutions, Polo Jr.’s busi-
ness. It was later discovered that
Denise Tortorello, a waitress at the
diner, was Polo Jr.’s accomplice.

According to Ms. Rubin, Tortorello
admitted to copying down the custom-
ers’ credit card numbers and giving
them to Polo Jr., who would then make

purchases from his own company and
pay himself.

Polo Jr.’s second partner was
Samuel Jacobs, a patient transporter
at St. Joseph’s hospital in Paterson,
the assistant prosecutor said. She said
Jacobs aided Polo Jr. in obtaining the
personal information of several hos-
pital patients, enabling Polo Jr. to
steal more than $52,000 from E-Trade
in five months time.

Ms. Rubin said Tortorello pled
guilty to two counts of credit card
fraud and was sentenced to 18 months
in state prison, while Jacobs pled
guilty to third-degree trafficking in
personal identifying information and
faces two years probation. Polo Jr.’s
sentencing is scheduled for Friday,
August 8.

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – With an audience of
nearly 25 people Tuesday, the
Fanwood Borough Council addressed
its ongoing plans to redevelop the
borough’s downtown area, in hopes
of bringing economic vitality to
Fanwood.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that the Fanwood Mews received its
certificate of occupancy this week
and congratulated owner Helen Ling
on all eight of her apartments being
filled. After visiting the apartment
complex, Mrs. Mahr said she was
very impressed at the outcome of the
apartments, which she described as
“state-of-the-art.”

“This is a display of the success
that is starting to take seed in
Fanwood,” the mayor said.

Currently, professional offices are
not permitted to occupy the first floor
of any of the new buildings in down-
town Fanwood.

Mrs. Ling spoke out against this
policy during the public portion of
the meeting. She said she believes
this space should be open to any type
of business occupancy, be it consumer
or professional.

“Putting professional offices on the
first floor will not decrease the traf-
fic, but will increase it,” Mrs. Ling
said. “It will make our downtown
more complete and comparable to
other downtowns. In this economy,
we need to open our arms to all busi-
nesses in Fanwood – it will only help
us.”

Stan Slack, consultant on the
Fanwood downtown redevelopment
plan, agreed with Mrs. Ling’s pro-
posal. Mr. Slack explained that, cur-
rently, a professional office could
occupy 25 percent of each building

between South Avenue and Second
Street; however, this office may not
be located on the first floor.

“The comments you heard from
the public are on point,” he said. “We
can get in higher quality from non-
residential usage on the first floor.”

Mr. Slack also said the height ini-
tially proposed for each of the build-
ings, which were supposed to be two-
and-a-half stories each, or 35 feet,
may have to be extended to 40 feet to
reach a full three stories.

“The two-and-a-half-story standard
does not fully recognize the fact that
it is truly a three-story structure,” he
said. “It may have to be changed to
recognize this reality.”

These considerations apply to the
area along Second Street. Some resi-
dents encouraged the council to em-
brace the alterations being made to
the project, and to vote in favor of
them.

However, Greg Cummings, plan-
ning board chairman, expressed a dif-
ferent opinion. He supported staying
true to the project’s original regula-
tions.

“It would be premature to alter the
plan,” Mr. Cummings said.

Approvals for the downtown rede-
velopment plan will be discussed at
the next council meeting.

In other business, Councilman
David Valian presented Fanwood resi-
dent Bud Colombo, of the Shade Tree
Commission, with the Volunteer of
the Month Award. Mr. Colombo has
been a Fanwood resident for 53 years.

The council also unanimously voted
in support of efforts to save
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Additionally, the council an-
nounced future plans to have a bor-
ough-wide tree count.
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Scotch Plains Council
Approves $24.6 Mil. Budget

said that problems at the state level
“shouldn’t mask excessive taxation
in town.” He noted that fees paid to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) are slated to increase
greatly in 2009. He suggested re-
searching “creative ways” to lessen
that increase, such as spending “a
couple of million dollars” for a feasi-
bility study of re-routing some of the
sewer flows to the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority.

Ms. Coronato said it was important
that the township maintain a “healthy
reserve” for future years, and added
that Mr. Samuel’s multi-million sew-
erage proposal would “put us in a
jeopardizing position.”

As he did last year, Councilman
Kevin Glover, who is running for
mayor this year, voted against the
budget. He said that in a time when
the economy is struggling, that “this
is not the time to be raising taxes.” He
said he favored more aggressive use
of revenues and the township’s sur-
plus to avoid any tax increase at all
this year.

Mr. Strauss, terming it a “good,
tight budget,” said the spending plan
provided township officials with the
“greatest flexibility and protection.”
He called Mr. Glover’s proposal for a

zero-tax increase “reckless,” and
noted that the zero-tax increase passed
by the council in 2000 created an 18-
point tax increase three years later.

Mayor Marks called Mr. Glover’s
zero-tax rate proposal “outlandish”
and “reckless.” He asked Township
Manager Thomas Atkins what would
happen in 2009, if the council had
accepted Mr. Glover’s plan, and Mr.
Atkins said there would be less money
and a higher tax rate next year. The
mayor said he felt the council was
being “too aggressive” in its revenue
anticipations this year, and was con-
cerned about the township’s ability to
regenerate enough surplus for use in
2009.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
will face Mr. Glover in this year’s
mayoral race, said township officials
would look at a “tremendous increase”
in taxes next year if this year’s tax rate
were lowered any further. She said, as
of now, next year’s tax rate will be 17
points before any spending or rev-
enue details are examined. “If there
was a possibility [for a lower tax-rate
plan] that was responsible, we’d lower
it,” she said. But, with further man-
dated spending increases slated for
2009, “we’ve lowered it as low as we
can without jeopardizing next year.”

GIFTS TO EDUCATION…Scotch Plains-Fanwood media specialists and mem-
bers of the Fanwood Clean Community Committee display educational tools
purchased through the committee. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Carla Herniter, Terene Labrecque and Erica Moon; second row, Barbara
Madurski, Linda Talcott, Terry Keller, Eileen Raszka, Eunice Ellard and Bob
McCarthy, and top row, Dean Talcott and Clint Dicksen. Mr. and Mrs. Talcott,
Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Dicksen are committee members.

Garwood Approves Pay
Cuts for Mayor, Council
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council proposed more than
$100,000 in changes to the 2008 mu-
nicipal budget on Tuesday, including
the approval of pay reductions for the
mayor and council.

The pay cut, which takes effect on
July 1, trims $5,150 from the 2008
budget.

The mayor’s salary will be cut from
$2,400 to $1,800. Council members
will make $1,500, down from $2,000,
according to Councilman Anthony
Sytko.

“That was something I pushed for,
and we were able to come to an agree-
ment on with the finance committee,”
Mr. Sytko said.

Council President Kathleen Villaggio
recommended additional changes to
the municipal budget through a combi-
nation of reductions and anticipated
revenue. These include decreasing the
amount of money set aside for seasonal
public works employees by $5,000,

raising the percent of funding reserved
for uncollected taxes from 97.26 to
97.75 percent and higher anticipated
revenue from the municipal library and
sewer charges.

In addition, Ms. Villaggio said the
borough received word that its Con-
solidated Municipal Property Tax Re-
lieve Aid (CMPTRA) will be partially
restored in the amount of $154,933.

“We have been officially notified by
the state that we can include this amount
in our 2008 budget,” Ms. Villaggio
said.

Including the CMPTRA money and
the proposed reductions, the borough’s
budget would decrease by $259,583.
Ms. Villaggio said this would lower the
budget’s tax impact from an average
municipal tax increase of $518 to $378
per house assessed at $100,000. The
council is also awaiting word on addi-
tional state aid, which could result in
further tax decreases.

The borough’s budget will not be
finalized until the state’s budget is ap-
proved by the State Legislature in July.


