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Smithereens Back Better
Health With Live Music

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

MILLBURN – While Bruce
Springsteen and Bon Jovi get most
of the attention when talk turns to
rock-and-rollers born and bred in
New Jersey, the Smithereens, led by
Pat DiNizio of Scotch Plains, have

been at it for 28 years, have a number
of hits to their name and certainly
deserve to be a part of any conversa-
tion about Garden State rockers.

The group — which, besides Mr.
DiNizio, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate, includes gui-
tarist Jim Babjak and drummer Den-

nis Diken, both from Carteret, and
bass guitarist Severo “The Thrilla”
Jornacion, who replaced original
bassist Mike Mesaros two years ago
— played a fundraiser, late last
month, for the Joseph E. Enright
Foundation at the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn.

The foundation, named after Dr.
Joseph Enright, a Summit Medical
group physician who died 12 years
ago from melanoma, creates and sup-
ports public health education pro-
grams and awards scholarships to
exceptional candidates pursuing ca-
reers in health care.

At the start of last Friday’s pro-
gram, Richard Nelson, president of
the foundation’s board of trustees,
said the organization was “support-
ing better health through the magic
of live music,” and the several hun-
dred fans in the audience certainly
responded.

The Smithereens played for
slightly more than one  hour, leading
off with nearly a dozen Beatles tunes,
including some from the Fab Four’s
1964 debut album, “Meet the
Beatles,” which Mr. DiNizio called
“the single most important rock-and-
roll record album.” So important, in
fact, that the group’s 2007 album,
“Meet the Smithereens,” paid trib-
ute by recording covers of all 12
songs from that seminal album.

The high point of the set was an
appearance by special guest Andy
White, a session drummer from way
back who recorded “Love Me Do”
and “P.S. I Love You” with the Beatles
44 years ago, when producers were
not satisfied with the performance
of the group’s new drummer, a guy
named Ringo Starr. Mr. White, now
a dignified-looking gentleman in coat
and tie, supplanted Mr. Diken at the
drums and reprised his two-song
stint, earning a long and enthusiastic
standing ovation from the crowd.

Other Beatles songs played in-
cluded “I Wanna Hold Your Hand,”
“Hard Day’s Night,” “One After
909,” “Please Please Me” and
“You’ve Got To Hide Your Love
Away,” with Mr. DiNizio yielding
the microphone to each of his
bandmates, so they could show off
their vocals.

After their joyful journey back to
the 1960s, the band turned to some of
the hits that made them famous in the
late 1980s and early 1990s. They be-
gan by leading off the second part of
the set with their first hit, the haunt-
ing “Blood and Roses” from 1986.
“A Girl Like You,” which topped out
near the top of the charts in 1989,
followed and then wandered into a
rousing cover of The Who’s “Behind
Blue Eyes.” The evening ended with
a guitar-driven version of “House We
Used To Live In.”

Fundraisers like this are much more
fun than milling around a room sip-
ping wine and making small talk. The
Smithereens, nearly three decades in,
are clearly still enjoying what they
do.

Last Friday’s performance was less
a formal stage production than a band
just playing music for a few hundred
friends. The atmosphere was similar
to the band’s “Living Room Parties,”
where they play acoustic shows at
fans’ homes, and Mr. DiNizio’s an-
nual Memorial Day weekend con-
certs held in the backyard of his Scotch
Plains home. And, of course, it was
all for a good cause. Information about
the Joseph E. Enright Foundation is
available at enrightfoundation.org.

‘Tales From The Wood’ at
Donald B Palmer Museum

SPRINGFIELD – George Saj, of
Montclair, will be showing a collec-
tion of his carved and assembled ani-
mal heads in a one-man exhibit en-
titled ‘Tales From the Wood’ at the
Donald B. Palmer Museum in the
Springfield Free Public Library from
June 9 to July 17.

These depicted animals, both wild
and tame, exaggerate the small hy-
pocrisies, vanities, vices and virtues
of our social order. They achieve this
in a gently mocking tone meant to
entertain rather than to scold.

Mr. Saj lives and works in
Montclair, where he practiced sur-
gery for 31 years.

His formal art education began at
the Newark School of Fine and In-
dustrial Arts and continued at
Dartmouth College.

Mr. Saj realized early on that most
artists need a day, job and enrolled in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons

at Columbia University. After residency
training and service as a staff surgeon at
a U.S. Army hospital in Danang, Viet
Nam, he settled in New Jersey.

Since his retirement from surgery
in 2004, Mr. Saj has returned to art
full time.

His work has been exhibited in
numerous solo and group shows in
Cleveland, Chicago, New York and
New Jersey. To find out more about
the artist or to see additional works,
visit georgesaj.com.

 The Donald B. Palmer Museum is
located in the Springfield Free Public
Library, 66 Mountain Ave., Spring-
field. Hours of the exhibit are Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. and Tuesday, and Friday
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. On Satur-
days in June, the Museum is open
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; in July the
hours are 10 a.m.  to 12:30 p.m. For
information call (973) 376-4930.

Exhibit Helps Nathenson
‘Gain Perspective,’ He Says

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Chiaroscuro – the
artistic technique of using variations
of light and shade to make a dramatic
presentation of depth – is one of the
trademarks of photographer, Howard

Nathenson’s work.
Mr. Nathenson’s mastery of the

technique is clearly evident in his
“Recent Color Still Lifes,” a photo-
graphic exhibit presently on display
at Union County College’s (UCC)
Tomasulo Gallery.

One of the results of his use of
chiaroscuro is that the eye is tricked
into thinking it is viewing not a pho-
tograph, but a still-life painting remi-
niscent of the Renaissance era.

The extra dimension chiaroscuro
brings to Mr. Nathenson’s photo-
graphs infuses them with secrecy and
causes the viewer to wonder what lies
in the shadows. What is hidden be-
yond the lens of the camera?

Part of the mysterious mood these
photographs evoke also lies in the
objects Mr. Nathenson uses for his
still lifes, and the way he places items
that one would not expect to find
together in the same photographs.

For example, in “Small Skull,
Apples, Pears,” Mr. Nathenson juxta-
poses the familiar subject of fruit
with an unexpected skull.

He takes mundane objects such as
a crushed can and a plastic bag, places
some vines with them and brings forth
a masterpiece entitled “Vines,
Crushed Can, Plastic Bag.”

All of the pieces on display in “Re-
cent Color Still Lifes” are created
using large-format scanned negatives
and transparencies, as well as high-
resolution digital camera files.

“My photography … has evolved
from my background as a painter and
the influences of some very intense
years in the art world of New York in
the 1970s,” Mr. Nathenson said.

During those years, he exhibited
drawings and paintings in various
venues, was included in the Whitney
Annual and later had a painting in-
cluded in a theme show at the Whitney
Museum. All of the images shown in
“Recent Color Still Lifes” are printed
with archival Vivera pigment inks.

Mr. Nathenson said he sees his
exhibit at the Tomasulo Gallery as an
introspective experience.

“An artist really needs a one-per-
son exhibit in a spacious well-lighted
room in order to gain perspective on
the work as a whole and to contem-
plate how to proceed with future
works,” he said.

Mr. Nathenson teaches painting,
drawing and photography at The Par-
sons School of Design, William Pater-
son University and Keane College.

He has also taught at the New Jer-
sey Center for Visual Arts in Summit
for the past 37 years.

Mr. Nathenson holds a Master of
Fine Arts degree from the University
of California at Berkeley.

His photography has been exhib-
ited at many venues in and around the
state, and as far away as St. Louis/

His work is included in numerous
corporate and private collections.

“Recent Still Lifes” will be at the
Tomasulo Gallery until June 26.

The Tomasulo Gallery is located in
the MacKay Library on the Cranford
campus of UCC, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. For gallery hours,
call (908) 709-7155.

“My photography…has evolved
from my background as a painter
and the influences of some very
intense years in the art world of
New York in the 1970s.”

~ Howard Nathenson
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MEET THE SMITHEREENS...Led by Pat Denitzio of Scotch Plains, The
Smithereens played a fundraiser, late last month, for the Joseph E. Enright
Foundation at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn. The foundation supports
public health education programs and awards scholarships to exceptional
candidates pursuing careers in health care.

Original High School Play Offers
Talented Young Actors Exposure

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Friday night
performance of Exposure, an original
play by Westfield High School (WHS)
student Kate Douglas, showcased a
wealth of talent from the young play-
wright and her cast of inspiring young
actors. The play was written, pro-
duced and performed in three months
as a senior project by Kate, but it
clearly became a venue for the cast to
put their talents on display.

Edward Tolve plays main charac-
ter Sean Merrit, a fading 1970s porn
director who entices a naïve young
documentary filmmaker, Rafe
Tomlin, played by Adam Abramson,
into making a film about his life as a
pornographer during the “golden
years of porn.”

The delivery of the sensitive adult
subject matter by the young high
school students was flawless. Edward
played the past-his-prime, fading porn
director,  who struggles to justify his
“art” and keep from becoming what
he fears the most, a “cliché,” with a
maturity worth noting.

Adam drew the audience in, with
his portrayal of the wide-eyed stu-
dent filmmaker searching for a story,
with surprising ease, considering the
surprises his character holds for the
audience.

The play pulled no punches in a
search for the truth about relation-
ships, alcoholism, sex and the com-
plex love between parent and child.
Kate provided a script with depth and
emotion, which director Joey Maran
took and crafted into a stage produc-
tion worthy of a playhouse in SoHo.

Jessica Harris deliciously played
the flirty daughter of Sean Merrit,
Avery Merrit, a self-proclaimed
“(Daddy’s) little screw-up” who lives
with her father and works as a nude
photographer.

She describes her father as a “lazy

son of a [gun], who makes porn be-
cause it’s easy and makes money,
nothing poetic about it.”

Dara Silverman plays the Bible-
thumping sister of Sean Merrit, Robin
Merrit, a recovering alcoholic who
comes to live with Sean and Avery to
save them from sin.

The actors take control of this per-
formance with scene after scene of
perfectly delivered dialogue and hon-
est, emotional performances. The
chemistry between Edward, Jessica
and Dara brought the audience into
the dining room of this modern-age
contemporary family and exposed the
deep-buried emotions waiting to be
brought to the surface.

The audience does not wait long as
the documentary being filmed by
Tomlin exposes each character’s fears
and desires through interviews. The
female leads deliver some of the most
touching and heartfelt performances
in the play.

Dara’s performance – portraying
an alcoholic, middle-aged single
woman who has thrown herself into
Christianity to hide the pain she feels
from growing up in an abusive house-
hold – was powerful. Her scene in
which she recalls the memories of
living with an abusive, alcoholic fa-
ther was a high point in the play.

The story moves forward by the
documentary Tomlin is filming for
Sean Merrit. The production crew,
headed by light designer Cat Joy and
stage manager Tzvetelina Garneva,
used actual film clips of the actors’
interviews shown on a screen above
the set to bring the documentary to
life as a fifth character.

Jessica has the most challenging
role as the daughter of a porn director
who is trying to recapture his “Holly-
wood dreams.” She shows a range of
talent, as her character, Avery, is
forced to reveal her most guarded
secrets about her father while falling
in love with Rafe.

When Avery invites Rafe to turn off
his camera and dance with her, Rafe
literally jumps at the chance; as the
scene ends in a kiss, it is hard to
believe that these talented perform-
ers had only three months to prepare.

The play was rehearsed and per-
formed so well, that crew members,
Olivia Ryan, Peter Surace, Samantha
Waldman Matthew DiFabio and An-
gela Newton, all deserve an A-plus
for their behind-the-scenes work.

For those that missed the two shows
at WHS, don’t worry; one day, the
names of these talented young stars
will be up in lights all over the world.

A ROUND OF APPALAUSE… WHS Students take a bow after their Friday night
performance of Exposure


