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AN EVENING OF ART AND MUSIC…Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s
Westfield and Mountainside Campus held its annual “Evening of Art and Music”
on May 6. Families and friends were able to view a complete exhibit of student art
works, sculptures and hear student musicians playing a variety of instruments.
Pictured viewing selected artworks are Julia MacDonald, Brianna Tucciarone
and Anna Cattafe

PGNJ Show Highlights
New Styles of Pottery

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Nothing an-
nounces the arrival of spring better
than the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s
(PGNJ) spring show and sale, which
is held annually at the Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside.

This year’s show brought out record
crowds, which translated into brisk
sales, according to Judith Musicant
of Westfield, president of PGNJ.

“We were happy and relieved that,
even in this difficult economy, we
had a wonderful turnout and one of
our best shows,” said Ms. Musicant.

She quickly sold out of her supply
of teapots.

She also offered a new style of
large bowls with ends that can be
used as either handles or pouring
spouts.

Carla Horowitz of Livingston, who
signs her pottery as “The Clay Cel-
lar” after the basement where she
first began creating pottery, is known
for her functional pieces that contain
imprints of live leaves

Ms. Horowitz’s graceful, fluid
pieces complement her other passion
– dance.

“Every potter, as is true of every art
form, has her own style. By altering
the shapes and surfaces in a variety of
ways, I strive to imbue the work with
the feeling of movement (dance) that
is inherent in the process of “throw-
ing,” she said.

Nancy Zarbock of Pittstown,
PGNJ’s director of marketing, exhib-
ited her “Tuscany– inspired” lemon
patterns for the first time.

This new line consists of hand-
painted, one-of-a-kind platters, bowls
and cake plates made of white stone-
ware and painted with brightly col-
ored lemons accented with dark blue
and touches of greens and red.

Ms. Zarbock also showcased an-
other new addition to her line –hand-
made and raku-fired (a pottery tech-
nique dating back to 16th Century
Japan that utilizes low firing tem-
peratures) necklaces.

“I make each bead by hand and
either stain and raku-fire them or
hand-paint each one and glaze and
fire the beads. Then, I re-string and
use sterling silver findings,” she said.

Like Ms. Musicant, Ms. Zarbock
sold out some of her inventory.

“My regular clients came and
bought, and new [clients] came to the
show and bought. It was my best
show ever,” said Ms. Zarbock.

“We were very gratified by the ex-
traordinary loyalty of our customers,
who came out in force for this show.
It is a delight to see our fans returning
show after show and telling us how
pleased they are to be adding to their
collections,” said Ms. Musicant.

The PGNJ was founded in 1987 to
promote the development of New
Jersey’s ceramic artists and the ex-
change of knowledge in support of
their creative endeavors.

Their fall show and sale will be
held on November 8 and 9 at the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.

More information can be found at
pottersguildnj.org.
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Block Parties – A WF Tradition

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may not seem like block parties
are prevalent in Westfield, but there
are close to 100 block parties annu-
ally, according to Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea.

The season begins, surprisingly, in
mid to late April and runs all the way
through to late September. Holiday
weekends are popular for block par-
ties but not significantly more so than
any other summer weekend.

Block parties gained popularity
back in the 1970s, and it is probably
around that time when the first one
took place here on the streets of
Westfield. Although, no one is sure
which neighborhood was the first to
begin hosting one, it is known that
Birch Place has been throwing theirs
for many years, and Willow Grove is
not far behind.

Permission to hold one of these
events is granted by the town admin-
istrator. After the date is cleared and
a rain date is established, the street is
barricaded, and everyone who lives
on the block is invited to attend.

Sometimes, residents who have
moved away, return year after year to
reconnect with their friends from the
old neighborhood. The annual block
party provides the perfect forum.
Often, the fire department or the po-
lice department or both will send a
public vehicle to the sight for the kids
to enjoy.

The recreation department offers a
picnic kit that contains a badminton
set, horseshoes and other miscella-
neous items. Some neighborhoods
arrange for live music or a magician,
or in rare instances, there have been
pony rides for the young children.

Although it is a group effort, one or
two of the residents usually coordi-
nates the food. For most block par-
ties, the barbecue grills are generally
rolled out, and the smell of grilling
fills the air for a two- to three-block
radius.

Salads, desserts and a wide array of
side dishes prepared by the partici-
pants abound. In today’s hectic world,
it is not as easy to know our own
neighbors. These gatherings provide
the opportunity for us to connect with
the people we live with and those we
really do not have much of an oppor-
tunity to socialize with otherwise.

A lot of planning goes into these
memorable events. As with any so-
cial function, it is the food that re-
quires much attention, as it is such a
huge part of the block party. Some
planners assign a particular type of
dish for a specific amount of people
per household and make sure there
are plenty of child-friendly foods
available.

To limit this column to three spe-
cial dishes is almost impossible. I’ve
chosen these Asian turkey burgers, as
they are low in calories but so deli-
cious for summertime barbecuing.

They do require a little preparation
but not too much to make them unrea-
sonable for our purpose here. The
coleslaw is a traditional recipe from
my grandmother that just cannot be
beat. It’s still the best in the world,
easy and simple. The corn salad is a
unique blend of corn and wild rice,
perfect for outdoor parties.

CORN SALAD
WITH WILD RICE

INGREDIENTS

1 cup wild rice
2 cups waters

1-1/2 cups cooked corn kernels
(fresh, frozen or canned)

1 tomato, diced
1 shallot, minced

2 tablespoons fresh chives, snipped
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

1 tablespoon honey
1/3 cup cider vinegar

¼ cup olive oil

PROCEDURE

Boil the rice in a saucepan
and let simmer for 45 minutes.
Remove from the heat and let
cool. In a large bowl, combine
the corn, tomato, shallot and
chives.

In a separate bowl, beat the
mustard and honey together.
Add the vinegar and oil. Add
the rice to the corn mixture and
pour on the dressing. Toss well.
Marinate in the refrigerator for
one hour before serving.

Yield: 6-8 servings

GRANDMA’S
COLESLAW

INGREDIENTS

1 medium head cabbage, shredded
or 1 bag (16 ounces) shredded

cabbage
2 medium carrots, grated

1 green pepper, grated
1 teaspoon kosher salt

½ cup sugar
½ cup Hellman’s mayonnaise

1 teaspoon white vinegar

PROCEDURE

Put the shredded cabbage in a
large bowl. Add the carrots and
green peppers. Add the salt,
sugar, mayonnaise and vinegar
and toss well.

Yield: 6 servings

PEARFICT
TURKEY BURGERS

INGREDIENTS

1 onion, diced
1 pear, peeled and diced
3 tablespoons canola oil

2 ½ pounds ground turkey
2 teaspoons kosher salt

½ teaspoon pepper
1/4 cup sweet & sour sauce

PROCEDURE

Sauté the onion and the pear
in the canola oil in a pan until
browned, about 4 to 5 minutes.
Place the ground turkey in a
large mixing bowl. Add the
sautéed items along with the
salt, pepper and sweet and sour
sauce. Mix well. Shape into 8
burgers. Refrigerate for 30 to
45 minutes. Grill burgers for 5
to 6 minutes per side or until
meat is thoroughly cooked.
Serve with Sweet & Sour Pear
Sauce.

Sweet & Sour Pear Sauce
1 pear, peeled and diced

1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon kosher salt

2 cups sweet & sour sauce
½ cup raisins or craisins

PROCEDURE

Preheat the oven to 400 de-
grees. Toss the diced pears with
the cinnamon and salt. Bake on
a cookie sheet for 20 minutes.
Remove from oven and toss
with the sweet and sour sauce
and raisins or craisins. Top the
burgers with the sauce or serve
on the side.

Yield: 8 burgers

Artisans Offer Unique
Wares at Fine Art Show
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — This past week-
end, sizeable crowds took advantage
of the warm weather to stroll around
Nomahegan Park for the Spring Fine
Arts and Crafts Show. Fine artists,
photographers and artisans showcased
their uniquely crafted items, which
included a variety of jewelry, paint-
ings, etchings, metal art, stained glass,
quilts, furniture, pottery and assorted
textiles.

The show, which is held twice an-
nually, was co-sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal and
Rose Squared Productions.

Vendor Mary Casey from South
Orange shared that she has been de-
signing and hand-crafting her “Clas-
sics” jewelry line full-time for the
past 24 years. She enjoyed that the
Nomahegan show afforded her the
opportunity to display her hand-ham-
mered sterling silver and 14K gold
pieces locally.

And while many items for sale
could be appreciated purely for their
aesthetic value, some useful and prac-
tical items were also available.

Jerry Oppenberg of Florida said he
created his “Fiddler’s Bow Knife”
out of necessity. It featured a stainless
steel saw blade across a wood handle,
similar in design to a fiddler’s bow.

“My wife always complained that
our knives were too dull,” he said.
“So since I love working with wood,
I started making these. It’s a hobby I
enjoy, and it keeps me busy and out of
trouble, too. But the best part is meet-
ing and talking to people. That’s the
real enjoyment for me.”

While many came to shop, some
came to sample the variety of food,
ranging from hot dogs and gyros to
funnel cake and Italian ice. Others
simply wanted to settle back and en-

joy the live entertainment provided
by the band, Round Trip.

“We come to these every six months
when they have them,” said Tamar
Friedman of Springfield, who was
relaxing with her family at one of the
picnic tables.

She said her children, Zachary and
Julia, loved the band’s music.

“We also really liked the clay jew-
elry,” said her husband, Steven. “They
have really nice stuff here...And we
like being in the park.”

Vendor John Crutchfield of Vir-
ginia said the “beautiful lake” and
park surroundings provided a lovely
setting for the craft fair.

Mr. Crutchfield’s metallic jewelry
and sculptures employed a unique
process in which fine-art paintings
and other designs are applied to brass
with inlaid strips of glitter, prism and
marble paper through his own photo-
image-transfer technique.

He acknowledged the quick efforts
of county and park staffers, who, af-
ter a brief but severe thunderstorm on
Saturday, quickly took care of over-
saturated grounds.

“They did a great job bringing in all
of this hay and lots of [traffic] cones
right away,” he said. “Otherwise, this
could’ve turned into a big mud pit.”

Other Union County staff mem-
bers, such as Special Events Coordi-
nator Jennifer Smith, volunteered
their time for the fair. Ms. Smith said
staffers wanted to be accessible to
provide county information to the
public and pass along questions or
inquiries to the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Carol Belansky of Roselle Park
said she and a long-time friend from
Sayreville often meet up to attend the
Nomahegan craft shows.

“It’s a nice excuse to get together,”
she said with a smile after making a
jewelry purchase. “It’s always a nice
way to spend time…and money.”

Courtesy of Howard Rose
MR. SANDMAN, BRING ME A DREAM...Attendees of this past weekend’s
Spring Fine Art and Crafts Show at Nomahegan Park enjoy the sand art
demonstration. The event is co-sponsored by the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal and Rose Squared Productions, Inc.

Operation Smile
Holds Garage Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Operation Smile Club
will be holding its first annual ga-
rage sale on Saturday, June 7, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 205 Sylvania
Place in Westfield.

All proceeds will go directly to
Operation Smile, a worldwide
children’s medical charity that pro-
vides surgeries to children suffer-
ing from facial deformities.

For more information, call
Debbie Knapp at (908) 232 5759

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

Steven Spielberg’s Indiana Jones
and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
reminds one of those TV sitcom re-
union specials. Sure, it’s nice to see
everyone. But it’s just not the same.
Thomas Wolfe warned us that we
can’t go home again, and this exquis-
itely photographed – yet failed – re-
prise is filmic proof.

You’ll find no gerontological digs
here. Harrison Ford and his stunt
double acquit themselves well and
earn our suspension of disbelief. But
that’s not the point. Rather, for cer-
tain art, there is a time and place.

And that time has come and gone
for this franchise. Indeed, a great
script might have made this revisit
the exception that proves the rule.
But there is no freshness in David
Koepp’s play-it-safe screenplay.
Spielberg compounds the problem
by treating his film as a nostalgic
appendage to the originals, instead of
creativity unto itself.

Not that anyone’s crying poverty.
At this writing Indiana Jones IV is
making so much money that they
might have to invent a new number to
count it. Of course, we purists aren’t
swayed by such considerations.

However, to those impressed by
such figures, and who will venture
out to the theater anyway, some ad-
vice. Sitting there, and soon turned
antsy by what is ostensibly a two-
hour chase scene, take wisdom from
the tale of “The Emperor’s New
Clothes.” It isn’t you. There’s really
nothing there. Well, at least it’s two
hours you’ll be saving on gas.

Unfortunately, the shortcomings up
there on the silver screen don’t have
the courtesy of  keeping it simple.
The story is as convoluted as the
longwinded title might suggest. Eter-
nal optimists who nonetheless tend to
follow such a plot will find that there
is never  that surprising greatness just
around the corner.

So prepare for all sorts of gobble-
dygook as concerns forbidden ruins,
a sixth sense their artifacts may have
the key to unleashing and the Rus-
sians who would have such power
before us. And in case you don’t rec-
ognize the svelte Soviet in the
jumpsuit, that’s Cate Blanchett as Irina
Spalko, a cartoony villainess whose
inflexibility steals the show.

The good guys, sundry rag-tag ex-
plorers accompanying Dr. Henry “In-
diana” Jones, are assigned their hack-
neyed slots. John Hurt is eccentric
Professor ‘Ox’ Oxley. Presumably a
Dr. Livingstone of sorts, his mind is
compromised by gosh knows what
he’s seen. Unsurprisingly but wel-
come, Karen Allen joins in as the still
freckly Marion Ravenwood.

And then, to quote Ed Sullivan,
there’s something for the kiddies, well,
teen-aged girl kiddies. Shia LaBeouf
is Mutt Williams, a visual cross be-
tween James Dean and one of those
cherubs watering a fountain in Bel-
gium. One reason this hep cat motor-
cyclist is included is to remind us it’s
now the 1950s. The other is a secret.

It’s the role that usually went to a
young James Caan, Ricky Nelson or
Fabian. While this column isn’t
equipped to assay Mr. LaBeouf’s
heartthrob quotient, he is otherwise

Indiana Jones...Crystal Skull:
Tough to Dig this Archaeologist

uninteresting. Banter between him
and the legendary archeologist/ad-
venturer meant as plot exposition and
to glean laughs from the generation
gap ultimately proves tiresome.

It’s part and parcel of the movie’s
self-consciousness, the constant inti-
mation that its pedigree might afford
some dispensation. Fact is, save for
some name-dropping, very little of
that old feeling is evoked. Plus, as
we’re no longer in the 1930s, that
great, desperately bittersweet sense
of era so integral to the whole she-
bang is sadly absent.

All of which leaves us a rather
extravagant scavenger hunt, fraught
with the usual perils. There are scary
indigenous folk, man-eating ants and
a duplicitous go-between (Ray
Winstone), forever switching alle-
giances between Indiana’s cadre and
the comrades. Odd, though, how the
funny Russians now seem a vexation
much preferable to terrorists.

But, save for the whimsical varia-
tion on a megalomaniac imparted by
Miss Blanchett’s non-Ninotchka, little
fun emanates from the continual
changing of advantage by the main
adversaries. And if there’s a limit to
how much gunfire and speeding back
and forth on jungle roads constitutes
entertainment, it is paid no heed.

Adding insult to injury, when at
long last the secret passageways are
found, the cobwebs parted, and the
ancient lock tumblers have tumbled,
the Big Divulgence is little more than
a sci-fi quick fix. It’s an awful cheat
after all that rigmarole, and final proof
that Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull clearly isn’t very
heady filmmaking

* * *
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of

the Crystal Skull, rated PG-13, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Steven Spielberg and stars Harrison
Ford, Cate Blanchett and Shia
LaBeouf. Running time: 124 min-
utes.

STUDENTS ON TOUR…Roosevelt Intermediate School eighth grade drama
students will perform “Aesop’s Fables” by James Brock at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library today, June 5, at 3:45 p.m. Kimberly Jonny directs. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Jessica Sipe and Tori Bonsall (sitting), Kari Nemeth, Kayla
Seigelstein, Katherine Chan, Caroline Zee and Stephanie Tepper (standing).

Watchung Arts Center
Welcomes Folk Rocker, Ellis

WESTFIELD — The Watchung
Arts Center’s new concert series, en-
titled “Powerful Women of Song,” pre-
sents touring singer/songwriter, Ellis,
at its second season finale on Satur-
day, June 7, at the Watchung Arts
Center at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung.

Ellis is a rising star on the folk
music circuit, creating a buzz after
being voted “Most Wanted to Re-
turn” and performing on the Falcon
Ridge Folk Festival preview tour.

She has also been asked to open for
artists such as Patty Larkin, Richard
Shindell, Cheryl Wheeler and Todd
Snider.

Ellis has a number of accomplish-
ments, including songwriting and per-
formance awards. Ellis’ music is de-
scribed as joyful, unpretentious mod-
ern folk with a slight hint of country
inspired by her southern roots.

Doors for the event will open at
7:30 p.m., and the concert begins at 8
p.m.

Admission is $16. For more infor-
mation about Ellis and to purchase
tickets for this concert, visit
ellis.eventbrite.com.

The “Powerful Women of Song”
series is presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the award-win-
ning Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series in Westfield.

The third season of the “Powerful
Women of Song” series begins on
October 4. For more information
about the Watchung Arts Center, the
“Powerful Women of Song” series, or
the upcoming performance, visit
watchungarts.org, call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105, or e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com.

County Employees Display
Art at Freeholders Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
display the prize-winning artwork of
Union County employees or their rela-
tives through July 16 in the Freehold-
ers Gallery, located on the 6th floor
of the Union County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza at
Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth. The
gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.

The art display presents selected
work from the seventh annual “Na-
tional Arts Program Exhibit and Con-
test for Union County Employees
and Their Relatives.” The exhibit and
contest is a result of a partnership
with the National Arts Program Foun-
dation, which provides prize money
and valuable support to display the
work of talented artists.

“The artistic talent of our Union
County employees is very impres-
sive,” said Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada. “We have artists who
excel in painting, photography and
other visual arts, and we are proud to
put their work on display.”

The employee artists (or their rela-
tives) and the awards they won at the
original exhibit are as follows:

Dianna Strom (Third Place, Inter-
mediate), of Cranford.

Jacy DiBella-Lentini (Honorable
Mention, Youth Under12); Joseph
Lentini (Honorable Mention, Inter-
mediate); and Camilla Marinaro (Sec-
ond Place, Intermediate), of Scotch
Plains.

Jonathon Kreinberg (Second Place,
Youth under 12); and Marie E.
Raymond (First Place, Youth Under
12), of Union.

Emily Gluck (Third Place, Youth
12-18); Gabriel Gluck (Third Place,
Amateur); Amanda Lavecchia (Hon-
orable Mention, Youth 12-18); and
Mary Paynter (Second Place, Profes-
sional), of Westfield.

For more information about this
exhibit and other programs and ser-
vices related to the arts and Union
County history, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, by telephone at (908)
558-2550, NJ Relay users dial 711 or
e-mail at culturalinfo@ucnj.org.A LOVE FOR BOTH

WORLDS…Artist and former attor-
ney, Theodosia Tamborlane, at the
opening of her painting exhibition at
N.J. Bar Association in New Brunswick.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


