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May 2001: Jenny Korecky was
selected among all (male and female)
WHS athletes to receive the 2001
NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete award. Act-
ing Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco
addressed the scholar-athletes at a
dinner in their honor at the Pines In
Edison.

May 25, 2000: After a bye in the
first round of the State Tournament,
the Blue Devil girls lacrosse team
defeated Immaculate Heart Academy,
12-9, in Washington Township.
Sophomore Morgan Lang, who had
three goals in the first half, led the
scoring with five goals. It was the first
time ever that the Blue Devil girls
recorded a post-season victory.

May 1999: The Raider softball
team finished the season with a 16-7
record. Jen Stewart led the Raiders
with a .452 batting average and Diana
Mendez, who batted .360, led in sto-
len bases with 22.

May 2000: The Blue Devil girls
track and field 4x800 meter relay
team has qualified to compete in the
National Championships to be held
in Raleigh, N.C. on June 16. Maura
McMahon, Adrianne Blauvelt,
Heather Dennis and Alexis Anzelone
comprise the Blue Devil foursome.

June 2003: Physical education
teacher and coach, Frank Butz, feels
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that he will finally have some leisure
time after 38 years of teaching and
coaching in the SP-F High School
system. Butz grew up in Bangor, Pa.,
was a three-sport athlete – football,
basketball and baseball – and was
very successful in all three. He re-
ceived a football scholarship to
Wichita State University. One of his
teammates was former NFL coach
Bill Parcells.

June 2003: At the beginning of the
season, many would have expected
the Raider baseball team to have a
decent season but few could have
guessed they would finish with a 16-
3 record. Nor would anyone have
guessed that the Raiders would beat
rivals Cranford, Linden and Westfield
twice in the season. Seniors Steve
Pietrucha (3-1) and Dave Senatore
(5-1) became some of Union County’s
most respected pitchers and sopho-
more pitcher James Scalfaro (3-0)
was a very pleasant surprise.

June 6, 2001: Raider junior Ray
Williams flew across the finish line in
47.31 to win the state title in the 400
meters at the Meet of Champions in
South Brunswick. Raider senior
Derrion Aberdeen placed sixth in the
long jump with a distance of 21’9”.
Blue Devil senior Alexis Anzelone
finished ninth in the 3,200 meters
with a time of 11:14 – more than
seven seconds better than her previ-
ous personal best.

Devil(s) of the Year:
Simply the Best Ever

Once again we’ve come to that point
in the school year where the games are
over and it’s time to pick the athlete,
whom we feel best represented WHS
this year, whether on the field, pitch,
court, pool or course.

Last year was the first time we picked
a Devil of the Year and, although a
good case could’ve been made for his
buddy Mike Venezia or a guy like
Luke Baran, the pick was three-sport
superstandout Tommy Bonard. In ad-
dition to quarterbacking the football
team, he set school records for assists
as the basketball point guard and bat-
ted leadoff and played shortstop, earn-
ing all-county or all-state in all three
sports.

(And, of course, scoring all of
WHS’s points in a 28-24 come-from-
behind football win over SP-F might’ve
been enough to win the award by it-
self.)

This year there were, once again,
quite a few seniors who could, argu-
ably, be considered among the best to
ever represent WHS in their sports,
including:

Adam Bergo: You’d have to go back
to 1972 to find a time when WHS got
so many points out of the long jump
and high jump, and that was with two
excellent guys (Kenny Blackwell and
Eddie Morton). Bergo also has the
school record in the triple jump.

Brandon Heroux: A two-way
standout in soccer, Heroux is right
there with Jim Kovacs and Eldy Halsey
as the best javelin throwers in school
history.

Greg O’Brien: Easily one of the
best goalies WHS boys soccer has
ever had.

Kevin Shallcross: Scrappy four-year
regular (three at No. 1 singles) rates
with Dave and Tom Richardson, Bob
Stuhler, Joe Krakora, Dave and Buddy
Robinson, Joey Deer and Dan Matro
as WHS’s finest.

Evan Shapiro: The sweetest swing
seen around here since … maybe ever.

But there were also two other se-
niors, who, at least in our eyes, stood
above anybody who has ever played
their respective sports at WHS. One is
the best female swimmer in the school
history; the other is the best girls bas-
ketball player ever.

The 2007-08 Devils of the Year are
Alexi Kuska and Erin Miller.

Ironically, both girls will be attend-
ing college in Virginia in the fall, Kuska
at Richmond and Miller at James Madi-
son. As the DOY, each can choose
from the following prizes: 4 tickets to
a minor league baseball game, or lunch
for four at either Max’s Famous Hot
Dogs in Long Branch or the
Frenchtown Café.

For those who haven’t been follow-
ing closely, Kuska broke, rebroke and
re-rebroke again the 200 and 500
freestyle records all winter. And at one
time she held the 100 free record, too.
She was on both the 200 and 400
freestyle relay teams that continually
broke the school record several times.

Meanwhile, Miller became the
school’s all-time leading scorer (male

or female), and set school records for
points, assists, rebounds and steals.

And if you didn’t see them in action
as seniors, you missed both girls at the
absolute peak of their game, always
putting the team ahead of themselves,
the truest mark of a teammate.

To show a different side of these two
athletes, rather than just somebody in
a tightskin swimsuit or somebody toss-
ing up 3-point swisheroos, we thought
we’d have them respond to an offbeat
questionnaire. So, here are their an-
swers.
Alexi Kuska

Coke or pepsi? Diet coke.
McDonald’s or Burger King?

McDonald’s.
Vanilla, choco-

late or straw-
berry? Choco-
late.

Spicy brown or
yellow mustard?
Yellow.

CDs or iPod?
iPod.

Music you
would never lis-
ten to? Yodeling.

Three people
from history you’d like to meet? Lucille
Ball, Jesus, Sigmund Freud.

10 years from now? Working as a
sports psychologist, coaching a swim
team and buying a home.

20 years from now? Married, with
children, still working and planning
family travel. Probably coaching a
swim team, giving back.

School records or state titles? What-
ever time is faster, whatever goal is
tougher, and whatever journey more
inspirational.

Last book you read for enjoyment?
Harry Potter.

Last movie you saw? Enchanted.
Favorite subject? Psychology.
Favorite teacher? Ms. Jarvis, Mr.

Cheddar, Mr. Kapner.
Favorite food? Sushi.
Favorite place to eat? Manhattan

Bagel, Buono Pizzeria, Chili’s.
If I wasn’t an athlete I’d be … a

better student, more active in the youth
ministry in my church, and I’d learn to
play the drums.

In my free time I love to … hang
with my mom, watching TV or DVDs,
and travel.

I never go anywhere without …
poise, grit, courage and perseverance,
because if I have them I can make it
through anything.

How would you like to be remem-
bered by your classmates/peers?   A
friend who, despite life challenges,
dared to be remarkable.
Erin Miller

Coke or Pepsi? Diet Coke.
McDonald’s or Burger King?

McDonald’s.
Vanilla, chocolate or strawberry?

Vanilla.
Spicy brown or yellow mustard?

Neither.
CDs or iPod? iPod.
Music you’d never listen to? Heavy

metal.

Three people from history you’d
like to meet? My grandparents,
Marilyn Monroe, Martin Luther King
Jr.

10 years from now? Graduated from
college, successful job, married and
starting a family.

20 years from now? Working, still
married with a family. Hopefully
watching or coaching my kids playing
sports.

School records
or county title?
Union County
champions, defi-
nitely!

Last book you
read for enjoy-
ment? A Million
Little Pieces.

Last movie
you saw? Forget-
ting Sarah
Marshall.

Favorite subject? Math.
Favorite teacher? I’ll take the fifth

on that.
Favorite food? Fruit.
Favorite place to eat? Saladworks.
If I wasn’t an athlete I’d be … I

really don’t know. I’ve spent a good 20
minutes trying to think of what to put
and I honestly can’t see myself with-
out sports.

In my free time I love to … work out
or shop.

I’d never go anywhere without …
my cellphone. (And you thought she’d
say Gab O’Leary!)

How would you like to be remem-
bered by your classmates/peers?   As a
great friend and teammate, and a fierce
competitor.

STREAKIN’
The longest winning streak by any

WHS boys team ended last Friday at
61 when Delbarton topped the Devils,
3-2, to win the tennis Tournament of
Champions. In a classic finish, the
match was tied at 2 with just first
singles remaining. And that match,
featuring WHS senior Kevin
Shallcross against Delbarton fresh-
man Henry Steer, was a tense, back-
and-forth classic. Shallcross was back
in the lineup after missing the TOC
semifinals a day earlier due to an ankle
injury. After losing the first set,
Shallcross gamely battled back to win
the second, and the third set was tied at
4 before Steer won the final two games.

At least three times in the final games
Shallcross “played on” rather than
make an out call on a ball that he easily
could’ve called out. That’s how the
really good players do it, they “play
on.” Even in a tough loss, the captain
taught a lesson to all the players and
fans watching.

ON THE RECORD
Congratulations to Evan Shapiro,

whose triple in last week’s season-
finale gave him a school-record 21
extra-base hits this spring. “Shap” had
17 doubles (another school record),
two triples and two home runs; the
Quinnipiac-bound shortstop finished
his season right around the .500 mark.

The old mark of 20 extra-base hits

was shared by Lamont Turner (8-4-8)
in 1999 and Jay Anderson (11-3-6) in
2006.

NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
When was the last time anybody

played center field for WHS as well as
Evan Einstein did this spring? The
diminutive left-hander was an out-
standing leadoff hitter, stole bases and
made so many spectacular catches that
he almost made them seem routine.
Einstein brought back memories of
Eddie Thorne, who played for WHS,
in 1963-64, the Westfield Merchants
and Westfield Post 3, before going on
to play at East Carolina.

THE DARKEST DAY
You know how they say there are

certain events where you always re-
member where you were when they
happened? The Big Three for me,
sadly, are Nov. 22, 1963: the assassi-
nation of John F. Kennedy (I was
driving past the YMCA on Clark
Street to pick up my mom from her
job at Hahne’s when the news came
over the radio); Nov. 24, 1963: the
assassination of Kennedy’s alleged
killer, Lee Harvey Oswald, by Dallas
strip club owner Jack Ruby (I was
playing basketball with Joe Wheatley,
Bob Felter, Otto Argast and some
others at the outdoor court at
Roosevelt Junior High); and June 5,
1968: the assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy (I was at Naval Justice
School in Quonset Point, R.I.).

For whatever reason, the RFK one
hit me the worst. I (vaguely) remem-
ber spending the entire next day at a
bar drinking Naragansett beers and
playing Otis Redding’s “Dock of the
Bay” on the jukebox. Hours and hours
and hours of “Dock of the Bay” … and
then returning to the Navy base and
taking a shower in my dress whites
while singing “Dock of the Bay” over
and over until the Master at Arms
came and made me stop.

DID YOU KNOW …
That the sectional baseball game

against Columbia is believed to be
the first time WHS played a varsity
baseball game at Tamaques’ Burke-
Moeller Memorial Field (aka Field 2)
since 1959? Dick Myers (’62), a
sophomore catcher at the time, says
he never played high school games at
Tamaques. He remembers the games
being at Edison Junior High School
in 1960, where they’ve been ever
since. “That was with Smitty Lanning,
the Wildays, Artie Garvin, Pat
Kennedy, et al,” Myers said. The
American Legion team and the
Westfield Merchants continued to use
Tamaques for decades.

WAIT ’TIL NEXT WEEK
In next week’s Devil’s Den, the all-

time winningest high school programs
in New Jersey history will be revealed.
The final five are (alphabetically):
Asbury Park, Haddonfield, Trenton,
Westfield and Willingboro.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

WILLOW GROVE 

SWIMMING CLUB  
INCORPORATED 

P.O. BOX 11 

FANWOOD, N.J. 07023 

 

      2008 Memberships available for the 50th season 

   Facilities (1155 Roosevelt Ave, Scotch Plains): 

• 25 meter pool  

• Kiddie pool 

• Large recreation and picnic area 
     The club offers: 

• Swimming lessons 

• 140 member swim team 

• Family and adult social 

    

      For an application or information please call  
   908-232-2101 and leave a message.  Additional 

      information may be obtained at www.wgsc.info/ 

Devils of the Year
Alexi Kuska,
Erin Miller

Erin Miller

Alexi Kuska

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Vivian in,
and she’ll bring results!

Vivian Cortese-Strano

Call For
More Information!

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Immaculate 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths Colonial with an open floor plan. The
updated kitchen has a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with
2 new ceiling fans with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very
large yard. Other amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room,
a full basement for storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and
close to schools.   $579,000.  MLS # 2517106

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Martha in,
and she’ll bring results!

Martha Schilling

Call For
More Information!

CAPE COD

WESTFIELD . . . Custom home totally renovated and updated since 1998. The first level has an
open floor plan, created so the large EIK is the center of the home, just steps away thru French
doors to the 800 sq. ft. deck & fenced in rear yard. New hdwd flrs have just been laid in the LR
& DR! The kitchen has ceramic tile flooring, washed oak cabinetry with a matching center
island, DW, self-cleaning oven, deep sink w/instant hot. The FR is carpeted & features a chair
rail, recessed lighting & crown molding. There is a full bath w/shower enclosure & a custom
vanity. A den/office/4th BR completes this level. The Upper level has 3 BRs & main bath with a
Jacuzzi tub, temp controlled shower, custom vanity & marble flooring. The lower level has been
recently carpeted & boasts recessed lighting & chair rail. There is a rec room, office, laundry
room and a large walk in pantry. All of this sits on professionally landscaped grounds, fully fenced
rear yard with storage shed, 1 car att gar & a circular drive.  $529,900.  MLS # 2518117


