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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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Join Us For a  
Special Presentation:

The Growing Concern 
About Identity Theft –  

What You Need to Know

Presented By:
Jack Kulpa, Vice President

American Century Investments®

This event is sponsored and 
financially supported by  

American Century Investments.

You're Invited

Event Specified Here

The Growing Concern  
About Identity Theft –
What You Need to Know

Stewart Ritter & Wachovia Securities   
Invite You to

Date & Time
June 19, 2008    7:00 p.m.

Location & Directions
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027
www.thewestwood.com

Your Host
Stewart Ritter
Senior Vice President – Investments &  
Financial Advisor
Wachovia Securities

RSVP
The event is free, but space is limited. Please call 
Stewart Ritter’s office to reserve your tickets at 
(908) 789-7802.  
 
Supervised from: 
155 Elm Street    Westfield, NJ    (908) 789-7802

IN-FLY-60651  0805

Citizens Decide on How
To Spend Stimulus Package

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — February,
congressional leaders approved an
economic stimulus package that
would give most tax filers refunds
up to $1,200, and more for those
with children.

Roughly 130 million households
were scheduled to receive the rebate,
expected to arrive in mailboxes as
early as last month. The checks are
intended to stimulate the economy,
so...here’s the question: What are tax-
payers going to do with the money?
Will they spend it on a big-screen TV,
airline tickets or a new wardrobe?

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times inter-
viewed local townspeople to find the
answers. An overwhelming major-
ity of respondents reported that they
would simply “pay bills” with their

rebate.
Joseph DeCosta of Mountainside

plans to set aside the money for his
daughter’s college fund. John Dorio of
Westfield said he’s splurging on a night
out on Broadway, although with the
price of theater tickets, the rebate would
only pay for him and two of his friends.

A few residents reported that they
were ineligible for the rebate because
of their income level. According to
irs.gov, the rebate begins to lessen
and phase out with an  adjusted gross
income over $75,000 for single filers
and $150,000 for joint filers.

Sam Mahamwal, Mountainside 7-11

“My wife and I are going to use it
for gas money for our two cars.”

Greg Philpott, Mt. Laurel

“I’m giving it to my wife!”

Madeline Greenberg, Westfield

“To pay bills”
John Dorio, Westfield

“I’m going to see The Country
Girl on Broadway with two friends.”

Keansburg, Plainfield ‘Super’
Contracts Result in Abbott Probe

Governor Jon Corzine has asked
Commissioner of Education Lucille
Davy to review the contracts of all 31
school superintendents in the state’s
Abbott Districts. This follows news of
a $740,000 severance package given
by the Keansburg Board of Education
to retiring superintendent Barbara
Trzeszkowski, Gannett State Bureau
reported. The school district has agreed
to halt the payments until a compro-
mise can be reached. The state is seek-
ing a court injunction to stop the pay-
ments to Ms. Trzeszkowski.

Ms. Davy vetoed a contract that the
Plainfield Board of Education had
awarded to its new superintendent,
Steven Gallon. He would have been
paid $198,000 per year, beginning
July 1, and received supplemental
payments for “travel, meals and lodg-
ing; relocation expenses; life insur-
ance entitlement, and sick leave re-
imbursement,” nj.com reported.
West Orange Cop Elected Mayor

Of Orange, Replaces Hackett
Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., 27, a West

Orange police officer, was elected as
the new mayor of Orange. He re-
places Mims Hackett, a former state
assemblyman who resigned after
pleading guilty to accepting a $5,000
bribe to steer a city insurance con-
tract to a specific vendor, The Star-
Ledger reported. He defeated a com-
munity activist, two incumbent coun-
cilmen and the chairmen of both the
city’s planning and zoning boards.

Orechio Loses Re-election Bid
After 40 Years on Nutley Board
After serving 40 years on the Nutley

Board of Commissioners, Carmen
Orechio has lost his bid for re-election
to Joseph Scarpelli, the son of outgoing
Commissioner Peter Scarpelli. Also

winning were newcomer Al Petracco,
incumbents Joanne Cocchiola, Tom
Evans and Mauro Tucci.

Mr. Orechio is a former state sena-
tor and served as senate majority leader
and senate president. He also served
four terms as mayor, according to in-
formation on the Nutley website. His
brother, Frank, ran a group of weekly
newspapers in Essex County, includ-
ing a Nutley paper, before selling them
to Macromedia, the publisher of The
Record in Bergen County, in 1998.
Frank Orechio died at age 81 in 1999.

State Responds to Trump’s
Letter on Meadowlands Project
Assistant Attorney General Robert

Romano called Donald Trump’s recent
letter regarding the Meadowlands golf
redevelopment project “posturing” and
filled with “misinformation.” Mr. Trump,
who took on the financially beleaguered
project in November, said the state Mead-
owlands Commission’s decision to ter-
minate its contract with EnCap Golf
Holdings over charges that EnCap had
not met a state demand to formulate a
new plan to finance the project was “a
very sad ending.” Mr. Trump agreed
last year to manage the project. He said
the state’s action would result in the
project being tied in courts for years.

Non-Partisan Elections
Could Move to November

State Assemblymen Patrick
Diegnan, Jr. (LD-18, South Plainfield)
and Peter J. Barnes, III, (LD-18,
Edison) have sponsored legislation
to allow towns with non-partisan elec-
tions to move them to November with
the General Election, according to a
press release on the Assembly Demo-
crats’ website. These elections cur-
rently are held on the second Tuesday
of May. The bill was amended to
apply only to towns with populations
of 10,000 and under.

Mayor Skibitsky Interviews
Corzine for TV-36 Show

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andy
Skibitsky had the opportunity to ask
pertinent questions of Governor Jon
Corzine last week on the mayor’s
local TV-36 interview, available to
both Comcast and Verizon subscrib-
ers locally.

The mayor said he invites elected
officials onto his show, “because I
think its good from an informative
basis for the residents of Westfield.”
He had TV-36 Director of Operations
Jamie Lynn Drohan contact the
Governor’s office to ask if New
Jersey’s highest elected official would
like to come on the show as a guest.

“It happened very quickly. The
press secretary got back to Jamie Lynn
and said ‘yes, we would like to come
on the show.’ About a week later, we
had it scheduled for a Tuesday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. at Drumthwacket (the
New Jersey Governor’s Mansion in
Princeton),” said Mr. Skibitsky.

In preparing for the interview, Mr.
Skibitsky was concerned about the
number of questions he would be
able to cover. But he said he was
“really interested in hearing his take
on things.” He said he was able to ask
eight to 10 questions.

“I was hoping to just get good in-
formation out there that Westfield
residents would find interesting,” he
said.

In discussing the status of the state
budget, now at $33 billion, Mr.
Skibitsky said the Governor “was very
frank that spending has to stop grow-
ing and that the budget gimmickry
has to stop.”

 “He said the state has been spend-
ing too much for many years,” the
mayor said, noting that from 1997
through 2007, the state’s budget has
doubled from $16 to $32 billion.

Mr. Skibitsky also said the Gover-
nor noted that the state is $32 billion
in debt, and that this figure balloons
to $116 billion when under-funded
pensions and healthcare costs are in-
cluded. “He was the one who brought
up that figure…I mean that’s a lot of
money,” the mayor said.

During the interview, the Governor
specified “raiding” of the unemploy-
ment fund, the tobacco settlement,
not funding pensions so money could
be used to fund state operations in-
stead, and bonding to pay for operat-
ing expenses.

Mr. Skibitsky said he gives Mr.
Corzine credit for bringing the state’s
financial woes to the forefront. “It’s
been talked about, but not to this
extent, I don’t believe,” Mr. Skibitsky
said. “He really wants to get the mes-
sage out to New Jersey residents of
the bleak financial situation that the
state is in.”

“He’s in a difficult situation be-
cause every time he tries to do some-

thing, there is going to be some con-
stituency that is going to be scream-
ing at him, whether it’s for education,
or it’s the state aid, or it’s the closing
of hospitals,” Mr. Skibitsky said.

In discussing state mandates, the
mayor said Mr. Corzine referenced
the formula used to finance local li-
braries. Towns have noted the for-
mula has resulted in a significant in-
crease in funding, paid out of local
property taxes, to local libraries.

“He was well aware of that for-
mula, even the fact that it fell outside
the 4 percent [for municipal spend-
ing],” Mr. Skibitsky said. “He was in
favor of changing that law, so that the
towns themselves can decide how
much to fund the libraries.”

The mayor said the Governor was
aware that Westfield raised its park-
ing fines from $20 to $32. “I told him
if he [the state] didn’t take $11.50
[per ticket], we would be better off.
He just sort of laughed at it.”

Mr. Skibitsky asked the Governor
his view on the Alternative Minimum
Tax, which the mayor said impacts a
lot of families in the area. He said the
tax was created in the 1960s because
21 families didn’t pay any state in-
come tax. “So they put in this alterna-
tive minimum tax, but they failed to
index it to inflation.” He said the
Governor “realized that it had to be
changed.”

“I asked if it was time for New
Jersey to consider it’s own Proposi-
tion 13,” the mayor said, noting that
California lawmakers put through a
measure to roll back property taxes
and require a two-thirds approval vote
of the legislature for any future tax
increases. “He [Mr. Corzine] said it
was effective in reducing property
taxes, but California went from one
of the best educational systems in the
country to one of the lowest ones in
the country because it impacted school
funding significantly.”

On a lighter note, Mr. Corzine, who
lived in Summit for 25 years, said,
“normally, [Westfield High School]
did very well against Summit in foot-
ball and lacrosse.”

“It was a good discussion. Thirty
minutes goes very quick. I would
have loved to have spent an hour
with him, but he was generous with
his time. He gave me 30 solid min-
utes,” Mr. Skibitsky said. “He had a
ceremony he had to go to immedi-
ately following [the interview] at the
mansion, celebrating the anniversary
of when Princeton was the capital of
the Continental Congress for six
months.”

The mayor finished the interview
by asking Mr. Corzine about his near-
fatal automobile crash two years ago.
“He said it hadn’t changed his out-
look on life, but it had made him
appreciate how quickly things that
you have can be gone in an instant.”


