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Aquatic Club to Buy Four
Acres From UC for $1.6 Mil.
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The Ber-

keley Aquatic Club has signed an agree-
ment with the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA) to purchase
four acres of land for $1.6 million at
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

The club plans to build a 40,000-
square foot facility “that would be-
come one of the premier swim and
fitness facilities on the East Coast,”
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.

According to a county press release,
the county would not only gain funds
from the sale of the unused, vacant
property in Berkeley Heights, which
sits at the lower basin of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital, but it would put a
currently tax-exempt property on the
county tax rolls.

The Berkeley Aquatic Club would
move from its current location on
Springfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights,
and build a 40,000-square foot center
for both private and public use that
would allow it to remain in the town-
ship.

The new facility would contain a 50-
meter pool, a United States Olympic
trials swimming pool purchased sev-
eral years ago. The Berkeley Aquatic
Club is planning to build a separate
teaching pool, an aqua therapy pool,
locker rooms, a weight room, offices, a
conference room, a lobby and parking.

“We have been experiencing tremen-
dous growth over the past few years and
are forced to turn away students,” said
its founder and principal, James Wood.
“This will enable us to take our pro-
gram to the next level of training excel-
lence and provide more children with
the opportunity to develop and reach
their full potential.”

The Berkeley Aquatic Club would
also enter into a partnership with the
county’s Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal to provide aqua therapy for various
injuries at the new facility.

“This is a winning situation for all
parties involved,” Mr. Estrada said.
“Union County and Berkeley Heights
gain tax revenues and ratables, and we
both retain and enable a very prominent
business to expand and offer improved
services to our residents. In addition,
the county gains access to aqua therapy
services, which will help our residents
with rehabilitation.”

Berkeley Heights Mayor David
Cohen commented that, “The Berkeley
Aquatic Club already supports hun-
dreds of swimmers in our region and
this move will enable them to provide a

chance to many more young student
athletes with the means to expand their
education and fitness,” Mr. Cohen said.
“Berkeley Heights also realizes a qual-
ity of life benefit from having a unique
business and community partner like
this in our backyard.”

The county, through the UCIA, will
jointly seek with the Berkeley Aquatic
Club a subdivision through the Berke-
ley Heights planning board in Septem-
ber. The purchase of the property itself
by the Berkeley Aquatic Club is ex-
pected to close by the end of the year,
officials said.

The club has 324 swimmers and 234
families from seven local communi-
ties. The club was designated by USA
Swimming as a Gold Level Club from
2002 through 2004. Only the top 25
swimming clubs in the nation are rec-
ognized at this level for club excel-
lence.

 Over 30 of its members have quali-
fied for the U.S. Olympic Trials and
have held first place national rankings.

Mr. Wood, a veteran swim coach and
entrepreneur, founded the club in 1977.

Asm. Green Receives Award
From Apartment Assoc.

LAWMAKER AWARD... State Assemblyman Gerald Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
has been named “Legislator of the Year” by the New Jersey Apartment Associa-
tion (NJAA). Pictured, from left to right, are: Conor Fennessy, vice president of
government affairs for NJAA; Michael Haydinger, vice president of legislation
for NJAA; Asm. Green; and Tom Kretsch, NJAA president.
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Deposits are now being accepted for Green Meadows, our new lakeside apartments. 
Prime locations are still available . . . so why wait?

-Weyman Steengrafe

AREA — Assemblyman Gerald
Green (D-Plainfield, LD-22), chair-
man of the Assembly Housing and
Local Government Committee, has
received New Jersey Apartment
Association’s (NJAA) 2008 “Legis-

lator of the Year” award recognizing
his support for multi-family rental
housing residents and providers.

“Asm. Green’s efforts to advance
multi-family rental housing issues in
Trenton is unmatched,” said Conor
Fennessy, vice president of govern-
ment affairs at NJAA. “In a state where
property taxes, municipal fees, fuel
costs, health insurance, property and
casualty insurance costs have all risen
dramatically, Asm. Green has sought
to work with housing providers to
ensure that rental housing remains
available and affordable.”

According to the association, Mr.
Green has promoted housing policy
through expanded availability, re-
newed attention to overall
affordability, and increased produc-
tion of rental housing in New Jersey.

“Under Asm. Green’s leadership,
the Legislature has adopted dozens of
legislative initiatives that help make
rental housing more affordable. He
understands the issues facing multi-
family rental housing providers and
residents in New Jersey,” said Tom
Kretsch, president of NJAA.

Asm. Green said, “I look forward
to continuing to work with the entire
community of housing advocates,
providers and stakeholders as we
move forward in our efforts to keep
rental housing affordable for New
Jersey’s working families.”

For more information on apartment
home living in New Jersey and the
NJAA, access njaa.com.

County Acquires Hungarian
Club Property for $625,000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
 Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day approved the acquisition of the
4,600 sq. ft. American-Hungarian Citi-
zens Club and its grounds in Clark for
$625,000.

According to a press release by the
county, the club was built in 1935, and
had hundreds of members during its
heyday in the 1940s and 1950s. Mem-
bership, though, has dwindled over the
past two decades.

The triangle-shaped .77-acre prop-
erty is located off Old Raritan Road,
adjacent to the 42-acre Clark Reser-
voir, which was purchased by the county
for a dollar last year.

County officials said that 195 acres
of land have been purchased in Clark
for $23.9 million since 2003, through
the county’s Open Space fund.

The county previously purchased a
14-acre parcel from the Hazelwood
Cemetery in Rahway for $6.25 million,
the former 13-acre Esposito Farm for
$2.9 million and the 4.25 acre-Schwarz
Farm in Clark and Westfield for $3.6
million. The county also owns Milton
Lake in Rahway.

“The property is contiguous with the
reservoir and provides an area for light
recreational use,” said Nancy Ward,
freeholder and chairman of the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, in a
press release issued by the county.

Clark Mayor Sal Bonnacorso com-
mented in the release that, “The free-
holder board has done a fantastic job
for the residents of Clark in preserving
green space and improving the quality
of life in our township.”

“Together as partners, we saved the
reservoir from development and now
we have linked a beautiful stretch of
green space for future generations to
enjoy,” he continued.

During the public session, Cranford
resident Barbara Krause spoke of con-
cerns over damage to, what she said
are, 100- to 150-year-old trees at Hanson

Park on Springfield Avenue. “It is a
shame. It really is,” Ms. Krause said.

She said the trees sustained deep
gashes and also had their bark slashed.
She also described a “path of destruc-
tion” and damage to the compounded
soil around the trees. She said when the
compound soil is damaged it can cut off
oxygen to a tree, causing it to die.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said he wanted to look into the issue and
find out why the trees were damaged.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension and
the Union County Master Gardeners
are working with the Hanson Park Con-
servancy on an invasive plant
managment plan, according to the
Rutgers University website.

James Horne, director of the United
Way of Greater Union County, made a
brief presentation on a “needs assement”
report he did on county services.

He said some 350 persons spoke at
10 meetings on affordability for daycare
and healthcare services. Mr. Horne said
residents also were concerned about
gangs, domestic violence and drugs.

He said there was a need for better
communication on how to find services.

Mr. Estrada said he was concerned
about high school drop-out statistics in
some communities. He said the report
would offer the county a “map” to start
addressing issues raised in the findings.

A final draft will be provided on June
12, at a 9:30 a.m. meeting at Kean
University in Union.

The freeholders honored Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich for his 50th anniver-
sary in law enforcement. He has been
sheriff for 30 years, the longest tenure
in county history. “This is the first day
of my second 50 years,” said Mr.
Froehlich, who was an Elizabeth police
officer for 20 years. “I’m going to rust
out before I wear out.”

The freeholders begin their summer
schedule this month. Agenda meetings
will be held on June 19, July 10 and
August 7. Public meetings will be held
June 26, July 24 and August 21. All
meetings are held at 7 p.m. at the county
administration building in Elizabeth.

Sen. Lesniak to Speak
Before ELC June 25

UNION — Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Elizabeth) will be the guest of the
Union County Employer Legislative
Committee (ELC) on Wednesday,
June 25, at Lana’s at the Hyatt Hills
Golf Course, 1300 Raritan Road,
Clark. The breakfast meeting will be
held from 8 to10 a.m.

Mr. Lesniak has represented the 20th
Legislative District in the New Jersey
State Senate since 1983. He served in
the General Assembly from 1978 to
1983. He is chairman of the Economic
Growth Committee and vice chair-
man of the Commerce Committee.

The cost to attend the event is $20.
Checks must be made payable to: Union
County ELC c/o Organization Re-
sources, 34 Ridgedale Avenue, Summit.

HEROES ON DISPLAY…An assortment of collectibles from “Batman” and
various other DC comics from the collection of Gregory Lombardo are on display
at the Garwood Library. The display will remain in the library through the end
of July, coinciding with the release of the latest “Batman” movie.

Arts Council Inducts
Kean, Sets Budget

TRENTON — The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts (AC) held its May
meeting at the Rutgers-Camden Center
for the Arts. AC Chair Carol Herbert
announced the newest ex-officio mem-
ber, Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., from
District 21.

The May meeting highlighted the
council’s work in arts education as well
as fiscal year-end business. The council
approved $40,000 as a cosponsored
project grant to the South Jersey Cul-
tural Alliance for regional marketing
and tourism; $6,500 was awarded as a
cosponsored project grant to the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs and the balance of remaining
FY08 funds were awarded to support
the 2008-2009 Artists in Education
(AIE) program. The roster of artists to
conduct in-school residencies was ap-
proved.

The Arts Education Committee re-
ported on the progress of the New Jer-
sey Arts Education Partnership, the AIE
after-school program, Poetry Out Loud
and the upcoming Artist/Teacher Insti-
tute, cosponsored with Arts Horizons.

Recommendations from the Arts
Education report include the appoint-
ment of a liaison from the State Board
of Education to the NJ Arts Education
Partnership, legislation to equally weigh
arts credits with other core subjects and
establishment of a model schools rec-
ognition program.

For further information on the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, access
jerseyarts.com.
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