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POLICE BLOTTER

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATING HISTORY...On June 1, at the Cannonball House in Scotch
Plains, area Girl Scouts presented home baked bread and engaged in Colonial
games, butter-making and other activities to earn a Colonial Life and Times
patch.  The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood, which manages the
Cannonball House, hosted the event for the girls.

UC Unveils Vo-Tech Field
To bid Ponderosa Next

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials from
both Union County and Scotch Plains
gathered last Wednesday as youth base-
ball players from the township played the
first game under the lights at the reno-
vated Union County Vocational- Techni-
cal Schools field on Raritan Road.

“We’ve wanted this field for a very
long time to be in the condition it’s in
tonight,” said Thomas Bistocchi,
superintendant of the Union County Vo-
cational Technical Schools.

The renovations were a joint project
between the county and the Township of
Scotch Plains, and included work at both
the vocational-technical field and another
baseball field in the township, located
near the McDonald’s on Route 22. The
vocational-technical field features both
baseball and soccer surfaces and is the
first lighted field in Scotch Plains.

Tina Casey, a spokeswoman for the
county, said the project came in around
$48,000 under its $1.2-million contract
cost. Ms. Casey said that Scotch Plains
contributed $424,700 to the total cost of
the project.

Ray Poerio, parks and recreation direc-
tor for the township, said that this money
went towards irrigation and landscaping
improvements on the field and included a
county grant, which went towards the
lights. The county covered all other costs
for the project, including engineering and
other site work.

According to Scotch Plains recreation
supervisor Steve Dahl, the township will
be responsible for the upkeep of the field
moving forward, including costs associ-
ated with lighting and other utilities.
Scotch Plains will also handle the day-to-
day upkeep of the field.

“As we speak, our maintenance staff
and our parks and recreation staff is re-
sponsible for the daily maintenance, the
mowing, the lining, the dragging of the
field,” Mr. Dahl said.

Mr. Dahl said the field will be available
to county vocational-technical school stu-
dents during the school day and will be
utilized by Scotch Plains-Fanwood youth

soccer and baseball through the spring
season. Mr. Dahl said that scheduling
beyond the spring has not been worked
out yet, but Ms. Casey said the field will
be available to both county and township
residents.

“It’s a county field so it’s basically
county residents having fun,” Ms. Casey
said.

In addition to the vocational-technical
school field, the county is also reviewing
plans for the 23-acre Ponderosa farm site
located off of Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains. The county purchased the site for
$10 million in 2003, and originally
planned to include a Green Meadows
children’s farm on the property. These
plans were met with opposition from
neighboring residents.

Presently, the plans call for both active
and passive recreation at the site, includ-
ing two soccer fields, a playground, spray
park and jogging trails. Ms. Casey said
the plans are in the “final engineering and
design phase” of development and the
county hopes to be able to bid the project
soon.

“The idea is that we hope to be able to
bid the project out sometime in the fall
and after that it’s a matter of when we get
the bids in and what they look like,” Ms.
Casey said.

The county also hopes to resume work
at the Esposito Park on Madison Hill
Road in Clark. After purchasing the 13-
acre property in 2003 for $5.45 million,
the county planned $2.9 million in reno-
vations including playing fields, tennis
courts, a skateboard park and other recre-
ation facilities at the site.

The county hoped to finish the con-
struction on the project in August 2007,
but Ms. Casey said that the project ran
into contract issues. Although Ms. Casey
was unable to discuss specifics regarding
the contract issues, she said that the project
is about 70 percent done, and that the
county hopes to resume construction
shortly.

“We’re close to recommencing the
work and once we get started again there’s
about two or three months left to do on
that,” Ms. Casey said.

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNDER THE LIGHTS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, along with township and county officials, cut
the ribbon during the reopening of the Union County Vocational Technical Schools
field in Scotch Plains on May 28. The field is the township’s first lighted field.

decided that parking assignments
would be designated once the plan
was in place.

The borough  council reviewed the
revisions on Monday. A public hear-
ing will take place at the council
meeting onTuesday,  June 10, at which
time members of the public  can voice
their input about the revisions.

The board heard an application by
resident Dean Pratt of 380 North Ave.,
with two variances for a shed. The
proposed shed, measuring 680 square
feet, would replace two smaller sheds.
It required variances for exceeding
the height and square footage allowed
for sheds. Mr. Pratt requested a height
variance of 22 feet, while the height
limitation is 15 feet. He said that the
second story crawl space was needed
to store lumber for his furniture-build-
ing hobby. The square footage was
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FW Boards Recommend
More Residential Units

required to store lawn and garden
equipment. Mr. Pratt’s neighbors, Jerry
and Jennifer Cooney objected to plac-
ing the shed on their property line,
stating that the shed was large and
unsightly.

The planning board approved the
shed, but designated it as a detached
garage, due to its size. It cannot be
used for car storage, according to the
ruling. Approval was  conditioned on
Mr. Pratt’s agreement to place the
shed on the other side of his property,
away from the Cooneys’ property line.
The Cooney’s said that they did not
have a problem with the shed under
these conditions.

The board’s next agenda meeting
will be held on June 16, and the next
regular meeting will be held on June
25. Both take place in the council
chambers beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, an attempted bur-

glary was reported at a physician’s office
within the 500 block of Springfield Av-
enue. A door and doorknob were dam-
aged but entry was not gained.

Tuesday, May 27, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, Ramon
Verges, 35, of Paterson was arrested on
South Avenue in Garwood on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Newark and
Ridgefield. Bail amounts were $250 and
$89, respectively. He was released after
posting bail.

Tuesday, May 27, Raul Lasluisa, 53,
of Elizabeth was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and East
Broad Street on an active no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s warrant. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff, who
committed him to the Union County
jail.

Tuesday, May 27, Stephen Heslin, 38,
of Ridgefield Park was arrested on three
criminal warrants after being stopped on
Prospect Street in conjunction with a
field investigation. The warrants were
from Passaic, with $1,589 bail; Caldwell,
with $125 bail, and Parsippany, with $500
bail. Released on his own recognizance
by Passaic, he was held pending pickup
by Parsippany authorities.

Wednesday, May 28, Steven Bessette,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested at Elizabeth
police headquarters on two Westfield
warrants, including one traffic warrant
and one criminal warrant. He was held in
lieu of $501 bail.

Friday, May 30, Hushin Scott, 27, of
Linden was arrested on two criminal war-
rants after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and West Broad Street. The war-
rants included one from Linden, with bail
of $2,410, and one from Pemberton, with
bail of $600. Scott was unable to post bail
and was turned over to Linden authori-
ties.

Friday, May 30, Robert J. Lee, 36, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop at North Avenue, West, and
Elm Street on multiple warrants from
Elizabeth. They included one traffic war-
rant, with $807 bail, and three criminal
warrants, with bail amounts of $1,038,
$1,078 and $777. He was turned over to
Elizabeth police and held in lieu of $3,700
bail.

Sunday, June 1, after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Boulevard,
Roxanne Cade, 42, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), as well as on multiple
traffic warrants. The warrants were from
Scotch Plains, with $551 bail; Plainfield,
$250 bail; Green Brook, $107 bail, and
Newark, $91 bail.

She also was served with a summons
for hindering apprehension, for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name,
plus motor vehicle summonses. Cade
later was turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Sunday, June 1, Darlene Smith, 38, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Linden traffic warrant, with bail of $55,
after a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Cacciola Place. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, May 29, a resident of

Ridgeview Road reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while it
was parked in front of his house.

Thursday, May 29, Shawki Arrington,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, he was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, May 30, a resident of Route 22
reported that someone removed a bag left
in his vehicle while it was parked in front
of his house.

Friday, May 30 a resident of Country
Club Lane reported that someone re-
moved the rims from her vehicle valued
at $900 while it was parked in front of her
house.

Friday, May 30, Roxanne Cade, 42, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Saturday, May 31, Dawn Rexach, 22,
of Passaic was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Saturday, May 31, Adalberto Mercado,
26, of Plainfield was arrested for DWI.
According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released with a summons.

Sunday, June 1, Hassan Williams, 29,
of Westfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 27, Darryl L. Hall, 43,

of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, May 29, Ivelisse Santiago,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged

with possession of stolen property after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was released after posting $5,000
bail. The incident is being investigated
further, authorities said.

Thursday, May 29, John P. Dubyk, 51,
of Furlong, Pa. was arrested for an out-
standing Lambertville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Thursday, May 29, Shaheem S.
Hamilton, 22, of Philadelphia, Pa. was
arrested for an outstanding burglary war-
rant out of Philadelphia after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According
to police, he was transported to the Union
County jail where he awaited extradition.

Thursday, May 29, Jonathan
Singhbaba, 25, of Newark was sentenced
to six months in the Union County jail by
the presiding judge for numerous DWI
convictions.

Friday, May 30, Salvador Valladares-
Rodrigues, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI and failure to
submit to a breath test after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Saturday, May 31, Laura E. Schmitt,
29, of Cranford was arrested and charged
with DWI and failure to submit to a
breath test after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, May 31, Maria C. Scovell,
47, of Rahway was arrested on an out-
standing Long Branch warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Saturday, May 31, Pedro O. Damiao,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, May 31, Ryan Sears, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Scotch Plains warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, June 1, Douglas R. Engemann,
45, of Colonia was arrested on an out-
standing Colonia warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Monday, June 2, Cynthia F. McCleod,
50, of Lyons was arrested on an outstand-
ing Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 27, a resident of Friar

Lane reported that the owner of a com-
pany deposited a check in the amount of
$3,500 and did not complete the work at
the residence but would not return the
deposit. According to police, the victim
will file a criminal complaint, as well as
pursue the issue in civil court.

Tuesday, May 27, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
opened up a Wal-Mart credit card in his
name without authorization and made
$550 worth of purchases. According to
police, the incident has been turned over
to GE Services fraud department.

Wednesday, May 28, Esrick Gordon,
31, of East Orange was arrested at East
Orange Police Department for an out-
standing Mountainside warrant. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, May 29, Priyank Patel, 26,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 for operating a
vehicle with a suspended license.

Saturday, May 31, James Stradford,
55, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license,
operating a motor vehicle without a proper
license and being an unlicensed driver.

Saturday, May 31, Clinton Mitchell,
Jr., 28, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief, DWI,
refusal to submit to a breath test, operat-
ing a vehicle without a license and an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22.

Saturday, May 31, a report of simple
assault was reported over a road rage
incident involving a Clark resident whose
car, according to police, was cut off by
the victim. Police said the suspect tail-
gated the victim until the victim stopped
at a traffic light at which point the Clark
man exited his vehicle kicking and denting
the driver’s side door of the victim’s car
and then punching the other driver in the
face through the open window.

According to authorities, witnesses saw
the men fighting and then saw the suspect
take off at a high speed, running two red
lights before driving out of sight. The
incident is under investigation, police
said.

Sunday, June 1, Cesar Buitrago-Forero,
33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with operating a vehicle without a license
and driving while on the suspended list.

Sunday, June 1, Edvaldo Romes
Pereira, 27, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for improper display of license
plates. According to police, he was also
charged with improper display of gov-
ernment documents.

$10,000 would be paid by the com-
pany.

“Take the risk,” said Councilwoman
Dolce. “We’re not making anything
[from tower leases] now.”

“Do it,” agreed Mayor Mahr, di-
recting Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern to “go out to bid.”

Prior to the agenda meeting, the
governing body held a special meet-
ing to approve an administration and
finance resolution amendment.

The measure authorizes estimated,
third quarter tax bills to be prepared
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and mailed out this summer.

“Since we do not have a budget yet,
and we will not have one for quite a
while, we need to send out estimated,
third quarter bills in order to keep the
money flowing,” Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said.

The mayor and council will hold
special budget meetings this month
to finalize the introduced municipal
budget, maximize savings, factor in
final state aid numbers and make other
adjustments prior to a public hearing
and adoption this summer.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REVIEWING THE TALLY...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, left, reviews
the GOP Primary vote totals Tuesday evening with supporter Gabe Spera. Mr.
Marks was not successful in his candidacy for the GOP spot for Congress in the
seventh District. State Senator Leonard Lance emerged as the victor.
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Lance and Stender
To Face Off for Congress

but for now, she said she looked
forward “to being able to take my
kids to school in the morning instead
of having to campaign at train
stations.”

Ms. Hatfield, awaiting the returns
at a supporter’s home in Summit, told
The Times she felt “very good about
what we’ve done,” namely running
what she called “a positive, issue-
focused campaign. I don’t think
Republicans want to see one
Republican bashing another
Republican — it’s not good for
Republicans. In general,” she added,
“the people I have talked to are
disenfranchised with bashing and
negative campaigning.”

Mr. Marks spoke to several dozen
supporters at Scotch Hills Country
Club shortly after 9:30 p.m. and soon
after he spoke with Mr. Lance, who
he called “a good man” and “a true
gentleman.” Mr. Marks said it was
“of the utmost importance that we get
behind” Mr. Lance in his upcoming
campaign against Ms. Stender.

Invoking the 2006 campaign theme
of Mr. Ferguson, who chose not to
run this year for fifth term, Mr. Marks
said that “Linda Stender is still a
spender.” He thanked his family, as
well as his campaign staff for their
support and efforts.

“I don’t know what the future will
bring politically for me,” he said,
who is not running for re-election in
this year’s municipal election and
will leave the Scotch Plains Township
Council in January after 12 years. He
said he had learned two major lessons

Building Yesterday Today

Small to Large
Additions & Renovations

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

in life, one from his mother, who
reminded him that “life isn’t always
fair, and if you remember that, you’ll
maintain your sanity.”

The other lesson, he said, was from
Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones,
who wrote that “you can’t always get
what you want, but if you try
sometimes you just might find you
get what you need,” and, turning to
his wife and two children, said he had
what he needed with them.

In the U.S. Senate race, Democratic
incumbent Senator Frank Lautenberg
easily defeated Rep. Rob Andrews of
Haddon Heights and will square off in
November against former Rep. Rich-
ard Zimmer, who easily defeated Sena-
tor Joseph Pennacchio of Morris
County and Ramapo College business
professor Murray Sabrin.

Mr. Lautenberg won in Union
County with 68 percent of the vote,
while Mr. Pennacchio defeated Mr.
Zimmer in the county balloting.

All three Democratic incumbents
won re-nomination to run for fresh
three-year terms on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Demo-
crats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick
Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden defeated challengers from
Elizabeth and Linden and will face
Republicans Michael Yakubov of
Roselle Park, John Russitano of
Westfield and Joseph Franchino in
November. They easily defeated can-
didates aligned with Mr. Sabrin.

John Maguire, Katie Rogers and
Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

SPF-BOE Meeting
Time Changed

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education has announced
that a special meeting this Monday,
June 9, will start at 7 p.m. instead of
7:30 p.m. as previously announced.
The meeting will be held in the
multi-purpose room of Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains.

A SPECIAL GUEST…Governor Jon Corzine, right,  is Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky’s guest on the mayor’s TV-36 program. The interview, now airing on
TV-36, was taped last week at Drumthwacket, the New Jersey Governor’s
residence in Princeton. See story on page 3.

cials said in a press release that they
expect an expansion at the hospital to
make the Berkeley Heights facility
“totally self-sustaining” by 2010.

Non-union employees had their sal-
ary increases delayed until July 1,
and will also pay higher payroll de-
ductions for health care to reduce
costs by $1 million.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county is facing the same budget chal-
lenges as municipalities.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said tax increases hit small towns,
like Garwood, hard, noting that Re-
publican freeholder candidates have
defeated Democrats in Garwood three
out of the last four years. He said
voters want the county to lower taxes
in Garwood. The borough’s taxpay-
ers will pay an average of $92 over
last year, or $1,207, in total county
taxes.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, ac-
cused the freeholders of only spend-
ing money “on yourselves” to help
win re-election. She said the county

averages $1.25 million in spending
per day.

“You are not serving the people,”
she said.

Refuting her statement, Mr.
Sullivan said later in the meeting that
the largest portion of the budget, $118
million, or 28 percent, is for health
and welfare programs for county resi-
dents.

A public hearing on the budget has
been set for, Thursday, June 26 at 7
p.m. in the freeholders meeting room
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Stender Thanks Voters;
Promises Addressing Issues
“It’s a privilege and an honor to be

a candidate for Congress from the
Seventh District,” Assemblywoman
Linda Stender told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times yesterday. “I feel a
great responsibility to my constitu-
ents and I want to make them proud of
their representation.”

Mrs. Stender said that she planned
to continue to talk to district voters
about “the issues they are most con-
cerned about,” including the economy,
the war in Iraq and efforts to elimi-

nate dependence on foreign oil
sources, stating that the current Re-
publican administration had “failed
us miserably.”

Regarding dependence on foreign
oil, she said that the government needs
to look toward alternative fuel sources
and renewable resources.

In addition to bringing home Ameri-
can troops, Mrs. Stender also called
for a new GI bill to support returning
veterans, a measure she said would
be “an investment that will make our
country stronger.”
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County Budget Rises;
5.5 Percent Tax Rise Coming


