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BREAKING RECORDS…On July 19,
the Willow Grove Barracudas beat
Highland Swim Club, making their
record 4-0. Seven records were bro-
ken, including the 15/18 100-meter in-
dividual medley by Scott Marino at
1:10.13 and the girls 9/10 25-meter free
style by Amanda Banasiak, pictured,
at 15.25.

DiFILIPPO SHINES ON MOUND, REAPS 2 DBLS, 3 RBI

WF White Trims Union, 9-3,
In CJBL 10s Semifinals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heightened intensity was evident
when the Westfield White 10-year-
old baseball team burst forward with
a five-run first inning then paced it-
self to roll past a good Union team, 9-
3, in the Central Jersey Baseball
League semifinals at Gumbert Field
on July 26.

Westfield received a strong pitch-
ing performance from three of its
pitching aces, Vincent Difilippo, Chris
Rinaldi and Hopper Murray. In four
innings, Difilippo tossed a five-hitter,
fanned one batter and walked one in
his 52 throws. Rinaldi sat down all
three batters in the fifth inning and
Murray closed out the game with a
scoreless one-hit performance.

Difilippo, who bashed a pair of
doubles, walked and had three RBI,
led the Blue Devils’ 12-hit-attack.
Chris Boutsikaris powered a triple,
singled in a run and crossed the plate
in his three trips to the plate. Nick
Mele whacked a two-run single. Brett
Robertshaw hammered a RBI double
and Murray delivered an RBI single.
Eric Varakian doubled, Chris Rinaldi,
Devin Anderson, Chris Varano and

Tommy Summers each singled and
Scott Tupper worked two walks.

The Farmers totaled six hits and
Isiah Guzman led with two hits and
two runs scored in his two trips to the
plate. Mike DePalma went 2-for-2,
Josh Stern rapped a double and Bobby
Sloane singled and scored a run.

“Difilippo was really clutch for us
today. He came out and threw four
real solid innings and he let his de-
fense do the job behind him. They
made some unbelievable plays.
Rinaldi came in, threw an inning and
kept them off the board and Hopper
closed it out in the sixth. Behind the
dish, Mele and Anderson really caught
a solid game,” said Westfield Head
Coach Joe Rinaldi.

The Farmers harvested a run in the
top of the first inning on Stern’s RBI
double but Westfield came out and
took advantage of the Union pitcher’s
control problems, combining four hits,
one double and three walks to tally
five runs in the bottom of the inning.

“We were down by one and I told
our guys, ‘We have to be aggressive at
the plate, smarter bats’. We looked for
our pitches and when we got them, we
drove them. We put five up and that I

think that really helped us mentally to
stay in the game. We kind of set the
tone from there on,” said coach Rinaldi.

Westfield added a run in the second
when Varakian ripped a double to
center and crossed the dish on
Difilippo’s double. Union answered
with a run in the fourth when DePalma
hopped a single to center and scored
on Guzman’s single.

In the bottom of the fourth,
Westfield tallied two more runs to its
total on Difilippo’s two-run double to
left. The final run came in the fifth
when Boutsikaris hammered his triple
to center and headed home safely on
a wild pitch.

“Offensively, it is a deep lineup,
one thru twelve you can count on
guys to come through in the clutch.
Difilippo did it on the mound and did
it with his bat. Boutsikaris came up
with a huge hit, while Summers and
Murray contributed,” said coach
Rinaldi. “It was nice to see Hopper
coming out. He really had some good
swings lately. Some of the balls
haven’t fallen but today they did and
that was key for us.”
Union 100 101 3
Westfield 510 21x 9
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July 28, 2003: The Scotch Plains
16U Cobras girls softball team capped
a successful season by winning, 12-
2, over Westfield in the Parkway
League championship game. Cobra
Elaine Piniat pitched the seven in-
nings for the win. Jessica Guerriero
went the distance for Westfield. Me-
lissa Sette had two singles and a walk.
Taylor Cianciatta rapped a two-run
double and an RBI single.

July 29, 2004: Hunter Avenue sank
the Midway express with a salvo of
six runs in the first inning, then cruised
to a 9-5 victory in Game 1 of the
playoffs of the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association at Forest Road
Park. Hunter slugger Steve Kamins
used the “thunder stick” to poke an
RBI single and crunch a monumental
330' shot into parts unknown.

July 27, 2001: The Westfield 10-
year-old baseball team won the
Middle Atlantic Region Champion-
ship by beating Marlton, NJ, 6-2, in
Newark, Del. to earn the right play in
the inaugural Babe Ruth World Se-
ries, featuring 10 teams, in Vincennes,
Ind, on August 3. Matt Munizzi had a
pair of RBI singles, Mike Kent rapped
an RBI double and Dave Pusar poked
an RBI single. Pitcher Todd Saunders

picked up the victory.
July 30, 2000: Club 40, truly re-

laxed after zooming to a 9-0 lead by
the fourth inning, held off a diminu-
tive late-inning sparkle by the Old
Stars to win, 11-4, in JCC Softball
League action at Tamaques Park. Alan
Kaufman clobbered a two-run homer.

July 29, 1999: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 11’s won the battle of the
tribes, defeating the West Caldwell
Chiefs, 15-12, in seven innings, in the
championship game of the John
Fiorino Memorial Baseball Tourna-
ment at Gumbert Field in Westfield.
Raider Kyle Gates slammed two
singles, a double and a triple and
scored four times, while collecting
three RBI, and Dom Price had three
hits and scored three runs, while
knocking in two runs.

July 24, 1998: Angels Division
leader St. Jude erupted for nine runs
in the fourth inning and held off a late
rally by Saints Division leader St.
Michael to pull off an 11-10 victory
in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field.
The “Gang Green” St. Jude boosted
its record to 14-1. Tom Rutkowski,
Tony Perfilio, Joe Romash, Joe Dolan,
Fran Lienhard, Lou DeChristofaro
and Bob Elmi drove in runs, and Jeff
Friedlander whacked a two-run single
in the inning.

David B. Corbin (July 28, 1999 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POOF! MARKS IS ON THE MARK AT HOME…Lee Marks of the Jolly Trolley
creates a huge dust cloud as he plows into home base in the sixth inning as
Checchio Chiropractic catcher Dave Duelks waits for the ball. Checchio Chiro-
practic defeated the Jolly Trolley, 4-3.

WF Rec Succeeds
With Basketball Camp
Under the direction of Neil Horne,

the Westfield Recreation
Department’s Basketball Camp just
concluded with 60 boys and girls
participating. Daily instruction on
dribbling and ball handling, shoot-
ing, passing and defense was empha-
sized, as well as daily contests and
games.
CONTEST WINNERS AND AWARDS:

1. Most Improved – Junior Division:
Lauren Sgro, International Division:
Devyn Heinzerlinig and Nicholas
McLane; College Division: Aiden
Hamilton.
2. Mr./Ms. Hustle – Junior Division:
Melina McDevitt and Dan Wilkinison;
International Division: Carly McDevitt
and Cameron Chin; College Division:
Marissa Cafaro and Chris Romano.
3. Best Defense – Junior Division:
Allison Mattesich and Cory Billings;
International Division: Hope
Rothenberg and Mike Ferraro; College
Division: Julie Penzack and Chris Pettit.
4. Best Rebounder – Junior Division:
Amanda Wisniewski and Michael Birle;
International Division: Rachel Mattesich
and Tom Reilly; College Division: Olivia
Manning and Jackson Boyle.
5. Best Ball Handler – Junior Division:
Matt Manning and Jason Lee; Interna-
tional Division: Emily Greaney and Will
Schwartz; College Division: Una
Heinzerling and Jon Lee.
6. Best All-Around – Junior Division:
Kaitlin MacKin and Marck Natiello; In-
ternational Division: Olivia Luzzi and
Owen Bartok; College Division: Kelcie
Ehler and Tyler Bowman.
7). Hot Shot contest winners – Dan
Wilkinson, Mark Natiello, Lauren Sgro,
Mike Ferraro, Emily Greaney, Veronica
Grycan, Chris Lazzarotti, Una
Heinzirling and John Birle.
8. Intensity Lay-Up winners – Dan
Wilkinson, Mark Natiello, Olivia Luzzi,
Owen Bartok, John Birle, Chris
Lazzarotti and Una Heinzirling.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED AT HOME PLATE… 10 year-old Farmer Corey Birch fell victim to a major league throw to the plate by shortstop
Justin Slavin and the tag-out by Nick Mele. The two Devils stars repeated the feat once again on the next play. Westfield
defeated Union, 9-3, in the CJBL semis.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD TUDOR COLONIAL $929,900
This 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths custom Tudor Colonial home features “Energy Star” rated
construction by D. Villane Construction...a top quality builder with an impeccable reputation.
Convenient location close to schools, Memorial Pool and transportation. MLS # 2552579

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $2,400,000

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,350,000MOUNTAINSIDE RAISED RANCH $799,900

Incomparable Arts & Crafts home tastefully marries classic old world charm with modern
amenities. A spacious LR w/ a beamed ceiling, w/b fplc, window seats, & French doors. The
adjoining parlor boasts a w/b fplc, pocket door, vintage lighting & leads to the restored sun
porch. A FDR with leaded glass corner cabinets. An EIK with granite, tumbled marble, inlaid
tile floors, peninsula with seating for 5 open to a breakfast room with seating for 10. The FR
with surround sound, 2 sets of double french doors overlooking deck to private patio & yard.
Hardwood Floors thruout. The 2nd level offers an Incredible Master En Suite, a guest suite with
walk-in closet & full bath plus 2 addl BR & a full bath, 10‘ ceilings & front/back staircases. The
lower level has tiled radiant heated floors, home theatre, 15‘ bamboo bar with DW, sink, refrig,
compactor. 48‘ Mahogany front porch with outdoor speakers & automated sprinklers. Located
on a sought after street 3 blocks to vibrant downtown Westfield. MLS # 2508778

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This distinctive home reflects the sellers special attention to detail and outstanding quality
throughout. This very special 4 bedroom home features radiant heated floors on the first
level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, formal dining room with a view of the beautiful tree-
lined property, gracious living room with fireplace, cozy den with wood burning fireplace.
Master Bedroom with full bath, laundry room, wall to wall closet space throughout, an
expansive family room. All this just moments from the picturesque Watchung Reservation
and the Trailside Nature Center. Close to major highways, transportation to NYC, shopping
and the finest dining that this wonderful community has to offer. MLS # 2501951

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/3  1-5PM $649,000
This large Split Level home situated on over an acre of manicured property on the South Side
of Scotch Plains offers spacious rooms and flexible family space. A heated in ground pool just
off the patio invite summer entertainment, while the private rear grounds are ideal for family
fun and games. Enjoy the screened porch with ceiling fan and natural brick wall that offers a
tranquil setting for relaxation or summer dinners. A picture window and fireplace with a slate
raised hearth add charm to the living room. The ground floor has a convenient half bath and
a family room with glass sliding doors to the patio. The Master Bedroom has a full bath, a
walk in closet and ceiling fan. Three additional bedrooms and a full bath complete the second
level. There are hardwood floors throughout the home as well as a large finished basement, eat
in kitchen, two car garage and laundry room. Perfect for a large and growing family near
shopping, excellent schools and transportation. DIRECTIONS: Cooper or Raritan to Ashbrook
to Lenape #1069. MLS #2552207

New Home to be built on a private spectacular setting. This gem will boast 5 Bedrooms 4.5
Baths, Formal Living Room and Dining Room, large Family Room, and beautiful front porch.
Master Bedroom with walk in closets, sitting area, and spa like bath retreat will be breath
taking. Hardwood floors with custom inlays will complement the hand crafter millwork
throughout this one of a kind estate. Call today for more details and work with the builder to
make this home tailored for your needs. MLS # 2546044

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $899,900
Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Michael Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious two
story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel appliances,
granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a cathedral ceiling
and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan. Magnificent master
bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool tub, stall shower and
double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and a full bath. Sliders
from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car attached garage and
large unfinished basement complete this home. MLS # 2550249

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


