
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 31, 2008 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 9-12

High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

KENNEDY CRACKS 3-RUN HR, ALVAREZ SOLO BLAST

St. Pats Pound St. Dave, 18-5,
In St. Bart’s Softball League

LaCORTE DRILLS 3-RUN TRIPLE; ‘UK’, FRIEL 2-FOR-2

Westfield 9s Erupt in 5th, Top
Millburn N. J. All-Stars, 6-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An intense pitchers’ duel was
abruptly interrupted when the
Westfield Blue scored five runs on six
hits in the bottom of the fifth inning
en route to a 6-0 victory over Millburn
in the North Jersey All-Star League
semifinals at Gumbert Field in
Westfield on July 27.

The victory also earned the Blue
the regular-season league title and
their only loss was a 1-0 decision to
Millburn.

“It was a nice sense for our boys to
know that when they lose a game,
they get better and they play them
again, they can beat them,” said
Westfield coach Al Rabinowitz.

Westfield Blue pitchers Mike
Ukrainskyj and Matt LaCorte com-
bined for 10 strikeouts, while yield-
ing just three hits, two walks and a hit
batter. Millburn starting pitcher Rich
Schiekofer struck out two and al-
lowed just three hits, a hit batter and
one walk before being relieved in the
fifth inning by Kyle Mangold.

Defense was just as effective as the
pitching and both teams’ second
basemen stole a big part of the show.
Westfield’s Zach Rabinowitz hauled
in a pair of popups and scooped sev-

eral sizzling grounders. Millburn sec-
ond baseman Alex Tomko made sev-
eral startling plays, especially one
where he grabbed a grounder, tagged
the runner heading to second and
tossed to first for a double play.

“Both teams played exceptionally
well in the field. The four pitchers
pitched great,” said Millburn coach
Jack Dibble. “Alex Tomko! There’s a
kid, who probably (in) some years
may not have made our team, but
every time we ask him to do some-
thing in the tryouts, he’s probably the
smartest player I have ever coached.
He made up for any shortcomings
with his brain. Kids, who don’t un-
derstand the game, don’t make double

plays like that.”
“They may have made one error all

game, a throwing error. Their second
baseman was unbelievable! They
came up with a play that 9-year-olds
aren’t supposed to make,” said coach
Rabinowitz.

Schiekofer, Nico Mottesi and
Tomko each had a single for Millburn,
while Jordan Brisgell was walked
and hit by a pitch and Matt Moriarty
walked once. In fact, Westfield pitcher
Ukrainskyj encountered problems
when he hit Brisgell to start the sec-
ond inning and followed with a walk
to Moriarty.

Coach Rabinowitz walked to the

Cranford Baseball 12s Edge
WF Blue, 4-3, in N.P. Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boasting the best record in the en-
tire St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-
ball League, St. Patrick showed no
signs of a let up by pounding St.
David, 18-5, at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on July 25. Nursing a
6-3 lead after four innings, the Pat’s
“Big Green Machine” came very alive
in the fifth and sixth innings to splat-
ter a blitz of rocket shots deep into the
outfield to take full control of the
game.

Jack Kennedy, who scored twice,
led the Pats’ 25-hit pelting, going 3-
for-4 with a three-run homer and an

RBI single. Gus Alvarez added a solo
blast and an RBI double, while Ken
Miller went 3-for-4 with three runs
scored and two RBI. Kevin Spellman
(2 doubles), Al Betau (triple) and
Marty Bernstein each went 3-for-5
with two RBI. Scott Curtis had a pair
of singles, doubled, scored twice and
had an RBI. Kevin St. Onge singled
twice and scored three times.

However, softball was not the only
sport played. Tumbling and stum-
bling also came into play as Curtis
made a great catch in center and fin-
ished it off with a backward roll and
Jim Killeen, who had a two-run double
and a single, stumbled at first, second

and third bases.
“I just needed home (base) to

stumble for the cycle,” commented
Killeen.

Killeen did score a run without
stumbling but had another chance
and fouled out.

“At least, we didn’t have to dust
you off for that one,” said teammate
and pitcher Keith Gibbons, who con-
tributed a single and an RBI.

St. David totaled 15 hits and Dave
Hill rapped a pair of doubles and scored
once. Jeff Friedlander drilled a two-
run double, Ken Blaes (RBI) and Bob
Paridiso (double) both went 2-for-2,

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The fifth-seeded Cranford 12-year-
old baseball team pulled off a stun-
ning, 4-3 victory over the top-seeded
Westfield White “B” Division when
Steve Paglieri rapped an RBI double
in the final inning in the New Provi-
dence League playoff semifinals at
Gumbert Field in Westfield on July 25.

Cranford’s Danny Cruz pitched
nearly two innings, hit two batters,
walked three, struck out two and al-
lowed one hit. Reliever Troy Kettler
fanned 10 batters, gave up two hits
and walked two. Westfield Blue starter
Bradley Norris tossed four innings,
allowed five hits, struck out four and
walked two. Reliever Mark Lazzarotti
allowed two hits, walked two and
fanned one.

“It was a very tight game up until
that last inning. We missed opportu-
nities and left guys on base. If a
couple of those guys scored, the re-
sult may have been a little different.
Unfortunately our bats did not come
alive when they needed to. Give credit
to Cranford. They played a strong
game. We beat them twice before but
they came ready to play,” said
Westfield Head Coach Anthony

Cavallo, who added, “Norris has been
our workhorse all year long. He’s
pitched tremendously throughout the
season and today it was no different.
He’s the type of kid that wants to be
on the mound whenever he gets the
chance. Mark Lazzarotti pitched very,
very well those last two innings.”

Defensively, Blue Devil catcher
Marc Cavallo slapped the tag on two
runners in the second inning and held
on to three foul tips for outs.

“He’s been a tremendous backstop
for us and he was on today. He has
kept the ball in front and caught foul
tips time-and-time again in critical
situations,” said coach Cavallo.

Shortstop Justin Slavin wiped out
two runners heading home with the
bases loaded in the second inning and
made a good read on a steaming liner
in the fifth. Third baseman Matt
Lazzarotti slapped on a timely tag in
the fifth and Nick Mennona made a
great catch in centerfield in the sixth.

“Very, very nice plays by Slavin.
Bases loaded, infield in, two balls
lined to him and he throws them out at
the plate,” said coach Cavallo.

Cranford plated two runs in the top
of the first. Rich Larkin singled and
Corey Birch uncorked an RBI sac fly

to right. Kettler tripled to right and
scored on a misguided throw to third.

In the bottom of the inning,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF A BUNT SINGLE…Owen Bartok plunks a bunt single to fuel a five-run fifth inning that put the Westfield
White firmly in the driver’s seat in the semifinal game against Millburn.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE GETTING TO FIRST ON TIME…St. David’s Jerry Miccolis does not get to first base before St. Patrick first
baseman Jim Killeen receives the throw from shortstop Al Betau.

COLDWELL BANKER
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Platinum Level: 2003-2007        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
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260 Prospect Street Unit 6, Westfield $589,900
The ultimate in Chelmsford living at an incredible price!  Magnificent premiere unit, one of only 4, featuring an entrance Foyer leading to a
gracious airy floorplan including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; large Kitchen with updated appliances plus a Breakfast Room; Family
Room w/fireplace with sliding doors to a balcony; 2 Bedrooms including a Master suite with walk in closet and private bath; laundry and 2 car
garage.  Great storage thru-out.  One floor living in an elevator building….truly a must see!


