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– Obituaries –
Florence R. Schembs, 96, Nurse’s Aide;

Worked For Prudential and Adler’s
Florence Rita Groves Schembs, 96,

of Westfield passed away on Tues-
day, July 22, at the Center For Hope
Hospice, Peggy Coloney’s House at
Hope Village in Scotch Plains.

Born in Newark on November 25,
1911 to Aloysious Joseph Groves and
Florence Barber Groves, she was a
1931 graduate of Barringer High
School in Newark.

“Grovsy,” as she was known, ex-
celled in athletics, foreign language
clubs, the science club, cheering squad
and theater groups, and also had a
special interest in art.

She was married to Douglas C.
Schembs on February 23, 1946 at St.
Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic
Church in Newark. After her mar-
riage, she lived in Newark and Eliza-
beth before moving to Westfield in
1952.

In 1943, Florence was certified as a
Nurse’s Aide with the Newark Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross. She
also worked in the Industrial Policy

Department of the Prudential Insur-
ance Company and at Adler’s Jew-
elry Store in Westfield.

Her husband, Douglas C. Schembs,
Sr., predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Douglas C.
Schembs, Jr., his wife, the Reverend
Lois Schembs, and a granddaughter,
Jennifer Schembs. She also will be
deeply missed by her four nieces, two
nephews and two cousins.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, July 26, at Saint Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield, where she
was a member for many years.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the Lions Eye Bank of New Jersey,
841 Mountain Avenue, Springfield,
N.J. 07081 or the Center For Hope
Hospice, Peggy’s House, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 would be appreciated.
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Sergio F. Sotolongo, 83, Longshoreman;
Was Active With Holy Trinity Church

Sergio F. Sotolongo, 83, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, July 22, at
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick.

Born and raised in Cuba, he came to
the United States in 1962, settling in
New York City. Mr. Sotolongo, who
became a United States citizen in 1971,
lived in Westfield for 24 years.

He had been a longshoreman with
the International Longshoremen’s As-
sociation of New York City for 25
years, retiring in 1989.

Together with his wife, Mr.
Sotolongo was an active member of
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, serving as an
usher and as a member of the choir.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,

Fermina Amengor Sotolongo; two
sons, Sergio E. Sotolongo and David
Sotolongo; a sister, Maria Lusia; his
twin brother, Roberto Sotolongo, and
two grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, July 26, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Burial took
place at Rosehill Cemetery in Lin-
den.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Cancer Institute of New Jersey
Foundation, 120 Albany Street, Tower
2, Fifth Floor, New Brunswick, N.J.
08901.
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Ms. Bridget Benisch to Wed
Chazzreno Ca’Merono

Mrs. Jean Steckler and Rich Steckler
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of Mrs. Steckler’s daughter,
Ms. Bridget Stephanie Benisch, to
Chazzreno Agapé Ca’Merono. He is
the son of Mrs. Heather Ca’Merono
and Lawrence Woods of Las Vegas,
Nev. The bride-to-be is the daughter of
Stephen Benisch of Summit.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Benisch was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropol-
ogy from Colgate University in 2002.
She is a paramedic with American
Medical Response in Las Vegas.

Mr. Ca’Merono graduated from
Mountain View Christian Academy in
Las Vegas and earned his Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Nevada in Las Vegas.

He is a flight paramedic for critical
care flight in helicopters at Tri-State

Care Flight, based out of Bullhead,
Ariz. The future bridegroom also is a
paramedic instructor in Las Vegas.

The couple will be married in Octo-
ber in Las Vegas, where they will re-
side.

Helen Slocum, 91, Active Volunteer;
Worked For Westfield School District

Helen Slocum, 91, of Lakewood
passed away on Tuesday, July 22, at
Ocean Medical Center in Brick.

Born in Roselle Park, she spent
her childhood and later lived in
Westfield for many years before
moving to Original Leisure Village
in 1966. Helen moved to Harrogate
in 1997.

She graduated from Westfield High
School and later worked as a secre-
tary for the Westfield school district.

Helen was involved in volunteer
work for the Westfield Service
League, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, the Westfield Rescue Squad,
the Thrift Shop, PTA, Cub Scouts
and Little League.

Additionally, she was active in
Original Leisure Village, especially

the Host and Hostess program, the
Travel Club and Kimball Medical
Center.

Helen also enjoyed dancing,
bridge, golf, traveling, reading in the
Health Center, singing in the chorus
and being active in Arts and Crafts.

She is survived by her sons, Rick
Slocum and his wife, Linda, of
Pequannock and Wayne Slocum and
his wife, Marte, of Athens, Greece;
her five grandchildren, Kelley,
Kathleen, Kristine, Jennifer and
James, and her six great-grandchil-
dren, Rachel, Rory, Mitchell, Andie,
Avery and Henry.

The D’Elia Funeral Home in Lake-
wood was in charge of the arrange-
ments.
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Robert A. Loder, Jr, 75; Owned
Gallery; Was Dem. Committee Chair
Robert A. Loder, Jr., 75, of Brielle,

who lived most of his life in Westfield,
died Friday, July 25, after a brief but
courageous fight with cancer. He was
75.

Mr. Loder and his wife, Shirley,
operated an art gallery, Gull Studios
in Bay Head, for 20 years.

Born in East Orange, Mr. Loder
was raised in Westfield and attended
Holy Trinity School. He was a 1950
graduate of St. Benedict’s Prep in
Newark. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where he
was a member of the Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity. In 1956 he married Shirley
Morrell of New Hope, PA.

Mr. Loder served as public rela-
tions director at Perth Amboy Gen-
eral Hospital until he was drafted into
the Army in 1956. Upon discharge,
Mr. Loder joined the Perth Amboy
Evening News as a general assign-
ment reporter, subsequently covering
the Middlesex County Courthouse
and the New Jersey Legislature, even-
tually becoming editorial page editor
and political columnist.

In 1965, Mr. Loder joined Luery
Marks and Strasser, a North
Brunswick advertising agency. He
served as administrative assistant to
the New Jersey State Senate minority
leader, and also as public relations
consultant with the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.

In 1971, Mr. Loder was named
public relations director of the John
F. Kennedy Community Hospital in
Edison, later becoming vice-presi-
dent for public relations and market-
ing. In 1989, he joined Kimball Medi-

cal Center in Lakewood in the same
capacity.

He retired from Kimball Medical
Center in 1995 and devoted his time
to painting and his gallery in Bay
Head.

During his time in Westfield, Mr.
Loder became active in Democratic
Party politics. He fulfilled several
roles, including chairman of the
Westfield Democratic Committee. He
was a member of the Union County
Democratic Committee and was
elected to two terms on the Demo-
cratic State Committee. Mr. Loder
was a member of the Manasquan River
Group of Artists, the Westfield Art
Association, the Ocean County Art-
ists Guild and the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the American Artists Profes-
sional League.

In addition to his wife he is sur-
vived by four children: Robert, 3rd,
of Far Hills, and former daughter-in-
law Pamela; Kathryn Loder-Murphy
and son-in-law Kerry Murphy of
Shrewsbury; Gregory and daughter-
in-law Alison, of Middletown; and
Christopher and daughter-in-law
Elizabeth, of Westfield, along with
10 grandchildren, Amanda, Kaitlyn,
Kelsey, Meghan, Kylie, Conner,
Catherine, Brendan, Claire and Grace,
and pre-deceased by Erin.

The family hosted a celebration of
his life on Tuesday, July 29, at Gull
Studios in Bay Head. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests donations be
made in his memory to Haven Hos-
pice, c/o JFK Medical Center, 65
James St., Edison, NJ 08818.
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Band Chooses Library
For CD Release Party

FANWOOD – On Thursday, Au-
gust 7, the Lampshades will unveil
their new CD and perform at the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

Together for two and a half years,
the band spent the early part of sum-
mer recording its first album project
and has selected the library as the
place for its upcoming release party.

The concert will be held on the
library’s front lawn from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m.

Three other local bands, Goodman
Brown, Fluid Jazz and Outnumbered,
will join the Lampshades, comprised
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students and graduates.

The band began its journey when
trumpet player Nick Murray and gui-
tarist Eric Davis, who also share
lead vocal duties, decided to form a
ska band and modeled it after bands
such as Reel Big Fish and Streetlight
Manifesto.

After recruiting Tom Cristiani on
drums, Andrew Livingston on tenor
sax, Chris Casserly on guitar (now

on trumpet), Rich Murray on bass
and Zach Feldman on trombone, they
played their very first show at an
SPFHS open mic night in March
2006.

They received a positive response,
never placing below the top three in
any SPFHS Battle of the Bands.

The Lampshades recently played
the world- famous Knitting Factory
in lower Manhattan as well as ven-
ues in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
all of central New Jersey.

Now, the Lampshades have re-
corded a seven-song CD as a “thank
you” to every kid, parent and pass-
erby that was entertained as a result
of a Lampshades show.

The new CD will be available at
the concert for a reduced price, and
the band encourages everyone to
copy it, rip it to their computers and
burn CDs for their friends to help
spread its music as widely as pos-
sible.

For more information, contact the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Lovatos Welcome
Son, David Heath

Amy and Dave Lovato welcomed
the birth of their first child, son David
Heath Lovato, on Thursday, July 3, at
3:33 p.m. at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.

David weighed 6 pounds and 1 ounce
and measured 20 inches in length at
birth.

His father’s hometown is Lincroft
and his mother was raised in Plano,
Tex. and Rochester, Mich. The couple
has lived in Westfield since 2006.

The baby’s paternal grandparents are
Ruth and John Lovato of Lakewood.

His maternal grandparents are Bruce
and Parry Heath of Morrison, Colo.

David’s maternal great-grandmother
is Janelle Cooper of Paulden, Ariz.

National Night Out
On Tap In Borough

FANWOOD  – The Fanwood Com-
munity Policing Alliance (CPA) will
sponsor Fanwood’s second National
Night Out celebration on Tuesday,
August 5 at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.
It will start at 6 p.m. and last until 8 p.m.

The celebration will mark the 25th
national observance of this event. Park-
ing will be available at the Fanwood
Train Station (South Avenue side), lo-
cated one block from the park.

Free pizza, soda, water and health
give-aways will be available at the event.
Following the celebration, the Fanwood
Recreation Department will present its
“Movie in the Park,” with a screening
of Alvin and the Chipmunks.

For more details on National Night
Out, visit  FanwoodCPA.org. More
information on Fanwood’s recreation
programs can be found at
FanwoodRecreation.org.

FUMC Series Features
‘Dessert and Devotions’

WESTFIELD – The Spiritual Life
Committee of the First United Method-
ist Church offers a summer arts series
entitled “Dessert and Devotions.” Each
workshop starts at 7:30 p.m. and ends at
9 p.m. A  half hour of music, dessert and
fellowship is followed by an hour-long
program. Dessert is provided.

“Praying With Beads” is set for
Wednesday, August 6. Attendees will
design and develop their own pattern of
beads representing various prayers,
hymns or Bible passages. A selection
of beads will be available or people
may bring their own. Children are wel-
come and will have materials suited to
their ability level.

“Meditations With Nature” will be
offered on Wednesday, August 13 in the
church’s memorial garden. Participants
will be introduced to four different
ways to meditate.

The church is located at One East
Broad Street in Westfield. To register,
call  (908) 233-4211. Sign-up sheets
also are available outside the church
office. The fee for each program is $10.
Babysitting and scholarships are avail-
able.

Dean Swing Band to Play
On Wednesday at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present the James
L. Dean Swing Band on Wednesday,
August 6 at 6:30 p.m.

A six-piece ensemble, the James L.
Dean Swing Band plays a variety of
styles, from ’40’s swing to rock stan-
dards to show band tunes. Singer Car-
rie Jackson will accompany the band.

Following a stint with the U.S. Navy
Band in Hawaii, Mr.  Dean became a
fixture on the New York metro-area
club and show band scene.

Mr. Dean formed the band in 1995.
Following an eight-year run at
Tierney’s Tavern in Montclair, the
band moved its regular venue to The
Whiskey Cafe, a dance club in the
Meadowlands.

According to a review in LA Jazz

Scene magazine, “Dean should be
rated among the top five or six clari-
netists currently active.” Mr. Dean
also plays the flute and the tenor, alto
and baritone saxophones.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s circulation desk or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.

During the summer, the library is
open Monday through Thursday from
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. It is closed on Sundays.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
call (908) 789-4090, visit wmlnj.org
or stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

Chazzreno Ca’Merono and Ms. Bridget Benisch

THE ECO-CRAFT ZONE OPENS

IN WESTFIELD

Local residents Shari Reich
Brandman, formerly of Surgent’s Elite
Gymnastics, and JoAnn Magers Araya,
an earth & environmental science
graduate of Wilkes College and former
owner of SunJo Martial Arts Academy,
opened The Eco-Craft Zone at 715
Central Avenue, Central Square Mall
#10, on July 15, 2008.

The newly “green” renovated 1,300
square foot, air-conditioned facility
provides 2-hour craft sessions
emphasizing the use of natural materials
and sensitivity to the environment for
children ages 4-11. Attendance is by
advance reservation. During the craft
sessions, the children are introduced to
the concept of “reduce, reuse, recycle
and recraft” through creative
expression.

The children work on projects such
as puppets, mobiles, masks, musical
instruments, origami, placemats, sand
art, jewelry, banks, wind chimes, and
bird feeders (to name a few) using soda
bottles, glass jars, egg cartons, tissue
boxes/paper towel rolls, shoe boxes,
and other commonly discarded
household items. Non-toxic and organic
based art supplies are used to paint,

color and decorate the crafts in each
child’s own unique way.

Emphasis is placed upon contributing
to a sustainable community through
organic gardening, community action
projects promoting the “Live Globally-
Act Locally” attitude, and support of
environmentally friendly initiatives.
The Zone staff identifies those types of
items that can be recycled, how to
separate those items for curbside pick
up or drop off at a local recycling center,
and the concept and importance of
“recycle and reuse” by describing the
Earth as a place of limited resources.

The Eco-Craft Zone also offers
birthday parties featuring invitations
made from recycled paper, earth-
friendly craft projects, partyware made
from corn plastic and other recycled
materials, and biodegradable goodie
bags packed with useful and fun items
made from recycled and organic
products.

For further information, to schedule
a free trial session, to book an
environmentally friendly birthday
party, or to check out our “Ecotique,”
go to ecocraftzone.com or call (908)
233-ZONE (9663).

Paid Bulletin Board

RECESSION PROOF YOUR SALES

FORCE IN A TOUGH ECONOMY
Paid Bulletin Board

STEVENSON, Md., July 23 —
As news of the battered economy
proliferates the media and consumer
confidence stagnates to historic
lows, nowhere does the impact hit
closer to home than in the sales
industry. That’s why it is important
to have an effective strategy in place
to take action when the economy is
trending down. In response to this,
Sandler Training (also known as
Sandler Sales Institute) has co-
authored a book titled Five Minutes
with VITO(sm); Making the most of
your selling time with the Very
Important Top Officer. The book,
which is scheduled for release
August 15, will be available for
purchase through Sandler Training
locations and on Amazon.com.

“It is critical that salespeople
compress their sales cycle by going
directly to the organization’s VITO,
which stands for Very Important Top
Officer,” says David Mattson, co-
author and CEO of Sandler Training.
“This book not only details how to
get to VITO, but what to do when
you get there.” In addition, Mattson
offers important strategies to
recession proof your sales efforts:

Feel Their Pain. “Let’s face it,
clients are in pain,” says Mattson, “If
there is no pain, there is no sale.”
Now is the time to thoroughly
understand and feel your client’s
pain, and adapt accordingly. Pain is
a jigsaw puzzle that has three distinct
elements; problems, reasons and
impact. By putting the pieces
together with your client you are able
to recognize what’s happening. If
you can’t solve your client’s pain,
your competition will.

The Fear Factor. Understand the
psychology behind a recession’s fear
factor and openly discuss it with your
sales team. Engage a team approach
of how to meet company goals.
Share your vision of what measures
need to be taken to ensure success,
and ask them to be part of the
solution by finding hidden
opportunity, up-selling and
identifying cost saving measures
within the organization. Encourage
a positive mindset that looks beyond
public perceptions to the
opportunities change affords.

 Remain Flexible. With rising
fuel costs many companies have
shifted to a condensed work week.
Be willing to meet clients at their
location and recognize the changing
nature of the standard work week by

making yourself accessible and
available where and when they are.

Coach and Train. The worst time
to cut back on sales or training is in
a recession. Focus and highlight
every area of success and discuss
what was done to create it and exploit
it. Highlight sales wins, reference
goals and site historical examples of
how the company or a salesperson
has gone above and beyond.

Mobilize your Sales Force. “All
eyes need to be focused on the
prize,” says Mattson. That means
bringing every department that
supports what sales does into the
mix. Ratchet your sales focus up a
notch. Now is the time to quantify
what you can do for clients because
everyone is looking for ways to
either save money or make more
money.

David Mattson is the CEO and a
partner at Sandler Training. Since
1986 he has been a trainer and
business consultant in management,
sales interpersonal communication,
corporate team building and strategic
planning throughout the U.S. and
Europe. His domestic and
international clients include top-
name organizations in many
different industries.

Five minutes with VITO is the
definitive guide for salespeople who
want to start selling where they
belong - at the top. Together the
authors David Mattson and Anthony
Parinello, founder and CEO of
VITO, combine 80 year of sales
know-how, 1,200 hours of audio and
video programs, 5,000 pages of
training materials, and direct
experience in training over 15
million salespeople into one concise
book.

Sandler Training is the leading
provider of sales and management
training with 225 licensed trainers
throughout the U.S. and
internationally. The company
provides a full range of sales and
management training programs,
with powerful coordination and
customization benefits throughout
its extensive franchise network.
Among its many achievements,
Entrepreneur Magazine has
awarded Sandler its #1 ranking for
Training Programs 8 times since
1994, including the past three years
2006, 2007, and 2008. The company
website is located at http://
www.sandler.com. Carlos Perez
Santalla: 201-984-5988


