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NEW DIRECTOR…Former Westfield resident Janina Jaruzelski is sworn in as
Director for the USAID Regional Mission in Ukraine. She is congratulated by
James Kunder, acting deputy administrator for the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) Her brother, Barry Jaruzelski, held the
Bible while the oath of office was administered.
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Gas Crisis Hits New Jersey
Yellow ‘Shoe-Box-On-Wheels’

Fred Lecomte

That yellow “shoe-box-on-wheels”
you see running in and out of town
from early morning on to late in the
afternoon 12 months per year is sup-
posed to transport kids to and from
school safely at a low cost. However,
what I see are school buses chauf-
feured around with very
few children on board.

What I also see are
moms with gas guzzling
4x4s taking the kids to
school. Man, what a
nightmare. You see them
every day in their ‘off
road’ vehicles, dropping
their little darlings off
at the school gates in
their 4x4 school bus
monster. I basically
have no issues with that,
but what gets me is that
they roll up every morn-
ing and afternoon, park
wherever they feel it is most conve-
nient for them and proceed to unload
or pick up all of their kids. By this
time, all of the doors to the idling
vehicle are wide open, preventing
traffic from moving freely. They then
just stand there and have a good old
gossip with one of the other moms.
It’s total chaos, I tell you. To make
matters worse, once they drop off
‘little Johnny,’ that’s when they sud-
denly decide they’re running late
themselves, and watch out anyone
who gets in their way.

What to do! Who’s doing what?
Skyrocketing fuel prices and the

downward spiraling economy are
forcing school districts to consoli-
date bus routes and find innovative
ways to stretch their transportation
dollars. Bus companies are looking
to slow the flow of gasoline and at
opportunities to turn some of those
soot-spewing school buses into a
clean, green plug-in-hybrid machine,
just like what the New York cabbies

will run around in soon. No more
exhaust clouds. Plug-in hybrid buses
use both a diesel engine and an elec-
tric motor, which plugs into a power
socket at night. These plug-in hybrid
school buses may be more expensive
than a regular bus, but they will pay

for themselves in just a
few years with lower
maintenance and fuel
costs. Yellow “shoe-
boxes-on-wheels” get
about six to eight miles
per gallon, as the plug-
in hybrid rates more
than 12 m.p.g. That
means a big fuel sav-
ings for tight budgets.

Other fuel saving
ideas may include run-
ning a shuttle bus with
central drop-off points,
reduce field trips and
eliminate sports activi-

ties that motor our kids to Essex
County.

Here’s a final thought to ponder.
Kids should be encouraged to ride
their bikes to school if conditions are
safe. Kids need to learn from an early
age how to get around. Riding a bike
and walking are not only good for
your health (and your wallet) and set
up for a more active future, but  are
also good for the environment. If more
kids rode their bikes and fewer chil-
dren were driven to school, it would
be safer for bike riders and reduce
traffic congestion and air pollution.
Kids who ride bikes and learn the
traffic laws become better drivers. At
the high school level, it is appropriate
to encourage students to ride bikes. It
gives kids a real sense of self-reliance
and independence. We all need more
exercise and less time in the car. If
given proper instruction on the rules
and regulations, and the police de-
partment ensures that routes are safe,
I believe it will make a difference.

WHS Grads Compete
In Frisbee Tourney
WILDWOOD, NJ – Lacey and

Adam Cohen, formerly of
Westfield and both graduates of
Westfield High School, took part
in the world’s largest Ultimate
Beach Frisbee tournament on July
26 and 27.

Over 300 teams participated in
last weekend event in Wildwood.

Poll Says Pickens’ Energy
Concept Should be Adopted
FLEMINGTON – A national study

conducted among 310 self-reported
Republicans, Democrats and Inde-
pendents revealed that all parties be-
lieve that the presidential candidates
should adopt T. Boone Pickens’ en-
ergy concept after viewing his new
ad.

The communications research
study was conducted by HCD Re-
search and the Muhlenberg College
Institute of Public Opinion during
July 28 to 29 to obtain Americans’
views on a new energy ad sponsored
by Mr. Pickens in which he endorses
alternative-energy sources.

While viewing the ad, participants
indicated their levels of agreement by
moving their mouse from left to right
on a continuum. The responses were
recorded in quarter-second intervals
and reported in the form of curves.
Participants were also asked pre- and
post-viewing questions. To view
curves and detailed results, go to
mediacurves.com.

Among the study findings:
Do you believe that T. Boone

Pickens’ energy concept should be
adopted by the presidential candi-
dates? After Viewing Pickens’ Ad
(percent):

Democrats Yes – 92
No – 8
Republicans Yes – 88
No – 12
Independents Yes – 82
No – 18
Do you believe that T. Boone

Pickens’ energy concept is realistic?
After Viewing Pickens’ Ad (percent):

Democrats Yes – 89
No – 11
Republicans Yes – 86
No – 14
Independents Yes – 84
No – 16 percent

Trinitas Hospital
Changes Name

ELIZABETH – The Board of Trust-
ees of Trinitas Hospital voted on July
24 to change the institution’s name to
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
(TRMC). In accordance with state
regulations, the hospital has submit-
ted an application for the formal name
change to the state Department of
Health and Senior Services.

Trinitas was established in January
2000 following the consolidation of
Elizabeth General Medical Center and
St. Elizabeth Hospital.

With a staff of more than 2,400
employees and a medical staff of close
to 500 physicians, TRMC is one of
the largest employers in central New
Jersey. A teaching hospital, TRMC
offers highly specialized care through
ten Centers of Excellence.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
is a healthcare institution sponsored
by the Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth in partnership with
Elizabethtown Healthcare Founda-
tion. For more information please
visit trinitas.org.

PIE GALS…Franklin Elementary School thanks Joey Polizzi of Ferraro’s Res-
taurant for helping moms Lisa Lee (left) and Karen Jason serve more than 34,500
slices of pizza to students this past year.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price
Pascal Bellier

Cheverny  $16.99
Latitude 50 Rose

$13.99
Le Cellier du

Palais Chardonnay
Vin de Savoie

$15.99

Not many folks have noticed that Croatia is
emerging as an important well-priced wine

country.  This should help change some minds.
Aged for 18 months in French oak, this holds a
cornucopia of flavors including cherry, coffee,
tobacco, sage & pomegranate.  Roasted meats

and aged cheeses both work well here.

Bibich Mantra Grenache  $24.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$9.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$17.99
$15.99
$10.99
$7.99
$12.99
$12.99
$9.49
$11.99
$10.99
$9.99
$10.99
$10.99
$12.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 08/06/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $26.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $26.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $34.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $29.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $26.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $30.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $58.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $31.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $28.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $20.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $34.99   1.75L
Skyy     $23.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $19.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $19.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $21.99   750ml

This product of the Loire
Valley is reminiscent of

Bourgogne Passetout grains.
Like them, this is a blend of
gamay and pinot noir, but

here the pinot noir is
dominant (80%).  Lots of

berry flavors and lovely
spicy earth & herbal notes.

This is the perfect red to toss
in the fridge for 20 minutes

and offer to your guests
when they first come over.

This is a lovely dry rose
made from 100% pinot

noir.  Very deep considering
the fairly pale color.  Has a
very long palate, strawberry
and cherry fruit with a hint
of watermelon.  Plenty of
good acidity, lots of stony
mineral and a wonderful
clean finish.  This is great

with hot dogs, grilled
eggplant or barbequed

chicken.

If you think you don’t like
chardonnay, or you think
chardonnay has said all it

can to you, try this.  Grown
in the French Alps on clay

and limestone soils, this is a
revelation.  Filled with

honeydew, mineral and hay
notes, it is exceptionally

bright and clean.  The finish
lingers.  It will go with all

kinds of food or have it with
nothing.  Among the best

values in the store.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

Peterson’s Knowledge of Wine “Transports”
Customer to Another Time & Place

I take in a long, deep, fragrant breath and hear the passing wind rustle the trees behind me. I sip a refreshingly chilled Italian white wine thinking, “this

is the life.” A late afternoon on vacation at a villa in the Tuscan hills?......a rustic Sicilian farmhouse? ….no, ….. just sitting on my deck in New Jersey.

The wine is a Falanghina, an Italian white, made by Terredora in the Campania region near Naples. I was introduced to it last year at Peterson’s Wines

while searching for a dry, crisp, versatile white for dinners, to bring over to friends, to bring to restaurants, to have at home. The usual, affordable

suspects (the Chardonnays, Sauvignon Blancs, etc.) were just too predictable, or oaky, or heavy.

The recommendation followed an impossible description of what I was looking for: it needed to be clean, fresh, aromatic, dry, with no heavy or acidic

aftertaste, must go well with everything, dry, flavorful but not too fruity or florally, not sweet, balanced, did I say dry? – you know the type, that

perfect wine that probably doesn’t exist except in your mind. Well, it does exist and it was this Falanghina!

The wine director at Peterson’s Wines was completely right in his assessment of what I was looking for and made the perfect suggestion. In addition to

his veritable “wine mind-reading” skills, he has a wealth of ready knowledge about the wines, the regions, the processes.

Thanks to Peterson’s, I have found a small pleasure that can transport me, (and my family and friends) even if only for a few moments, to another time

and place with a little bit of imagination and a glass of Falanghina – thank you!  ~ Lou & Caroline Lesce


