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UNLIMITED COMMUNICATIONS
305 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

908-654-6440

GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate

with new 2 Year
Activation

Blackberry Pearl
$9999

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager
$14999

AFTER REBATE

$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan).  IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee.   V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d.  V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d.  Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere.  [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.]  Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com.  Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere.  While supplies last.  Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.]  2008 Verizon Wireless Authorized Retailer

Dr. Julianne Kane
welcomes

“Our Friendly and Patient Staff is Child Oriented to
Enhance Your Child’s Dental Experience”

Dr. Julianne Kane

555 Westfield Ave., Westfield • 908-232-1231 • kidsandsmiles.com

Call Today

for an

Appointment

Dentistry for Infants,
Children, Adolescents

and Special Needs

County Residents Seek Help
On Muhlenberg, Liberty Hall

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Members of the
public asked the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders at last
Thursday’s meeting to assist on a
number of issues ranging from the
closing of Muhlenberg Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield to Commerce Bank’s
effort to purchase land from the Lib-
erty Hall Museum in Union. In addi-
tion, the verbal battle between a free-
holder and a county resident resulted
in the resident being thrown out of the
meeting.

On the Muhlenberg Regional Cen-
ter closing, Gail Jones of Plainfield
said the closing would impact a ser-
vice area of more than 150,000 resi-
dents and cause longer waits at other
hospitals including Trinitas in Eliza-
beth, Overlook in Summit, JFK in
Edison and Somerset Regional Medi-
cal Center. She said 13 municipalities
have passed resolutions opposing the
closing of Muhlenberg.

Ms. Jones questioned how
Muhlenberg could remove equipment
and reduce services when the state
has not officially given a final deci-
sion on the closing.

“Something needs to be done and
you are the freeholders,” she said.

Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield said
the goal for the community is to pur-
chase the hospital.

In response, Freeholder Rick Proc-
tor, a health officer himself, said,
“This a very, very important issue
that is facing us.”

He said the problem hospitals are
having is the high rate of uninsured
persons and the subsequent low reim-
bursement rate by the state for chari-
table care provided by hospitals.

He said Trinitas receives 78 cents
for every dollar it provides in chari-
table care, Robert Wood University
Hospital Rahway gets 28 cents on the
dollar, Somerset receives 21 cents on
the dollar while JFK garners 43 cents
for each dollar it provides for unin-
sured patients.

Mr. Proctor said, in his opinion,
“Universal health care is the only
thing that is going to save us,” adding
that more hospital closings are likely.

“We don’t take this lightly,” Free-
holder Vice Chairman Al Mirabella
said. “We hope for some sort of a
resolution that will be good for us.”

On the issue of the Commerce Bank
application at Morris and North Av-
enues in Union, Elizabeth resident
Paula Borenstein said at a recent New
Jersey Historical Preservation meet-
ing that Kean University personnel
were asked whether the County of
Union supported changing the bound-
aries removing the state historic des-
ignation at the Morris/North parcel
for Liberty Hall at the location.

Kean University, which purchased
the 120-acre property a year ago,
seeks to sell the parcel to Commerce.
A bank and a CVS pharmacy are
planned.

Ms. Borenstein, who attended the
June 18 Trenton meeting, said Kean
University officials said the county
freeholders supported the project. She
asked the freeholders if they have
gone on record as supporting the
change in boundaries.

“We are on record as having wanted
to purchase that property,” Freeholder
Sullivan responded. He said the
county could not get into a “bidding
war with Commerce Bank” to pur-
chase the parcel.

“If the Kean Foundation had agreed
(to the county’s price) we would be
the owners of that property now,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

County Manager George Devanney
said he was “not aware of any com-
munication” about the county sup-
porting the Liberty Hall parcel sale.

“We believe it should be parkland,”
he said. He said the county completed
two appraisals but the county’s offer
was rejected. “We had offered the
maximum the appraisal would allow
for.”

The state commission has delayed
action on the application.

Also during the public session, Tina
Renna of Cranford, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
once again got into a shouting match
with Mr. Sullivan during the free-
holder comments portion of the meet-
ing.

During her remarks, she said a list
of county employees reveals many
have the same surname as some
county freeholders. She specifically
mentioned Mr. Sullivan, saying his
brother, son and niece all are the
county payroll. She also mentioned
Mr. Devanney’s wife, a former county
employee, and said the county
manager’s uncle is State Senator Ray
Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth).

Mr. Sullivan said his brother worked
for the county in the 1980s and his
son, a sheriff’s officer, paid his own
way through the county’s police acad-
emy and was nearly killed three years
ago on the job.

He repeated earlier comments that
Ms. Renna was hired by her husband
Joe, at the time a county employee, to
sell advertising space for the Union
County Alliance’s newsletter.

When Ms. Renna stood up and
went to the microphone, Mr. Sullivan
told her to “Sit down and listen to
me.” He repeatedly said, “You took
the money” in advertising commis-
sions.

Ms. Renna said she “performed a
job on a project. You had no one
competent on the project” to which
Mr. Sullivan said her husband was in
charge of the newsletter.

When told to leave the microphone
Ms. Renna said, “I’m a citizen of the
United States. Who are you?”

“You think the rules (when to speak
at meetings) don’t apply to you,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

Ms. Renna was escorted from the
meeting by a police officer.

Freeholders OK Contract to
Create Messaging Service

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader anf The Times

ELIZABETH — During the busi-
ness portion of the meeting, the board
approved a $291,000 contract last
Thursday to a vendor to create a
countywide emergency messaging
service that can contact residents.

Awarded to Cooper Wheelock of
Long Branch, the Union County First
Alert program will enable county resi-
dents who opt-in to receive messages
by phone, text message, BlackBerry
and e-mail.

“The contract that we awarded to
Cooper Wheelock tonight is the first
step in an effort we hope to begin
soon,” Freeholder Angel Estrada said.
“We want to create a public warning
system that will greatly enhance emer-
gency response.”

The county intends to create a
website for residents to opt-in to the
service. A press conference will be
held this fall on the program.

The board also approved an agree-
ment with NJ Transit to provide 11 bus
stops along the county’s Route 22 pe-
destrian shuttle route. The shelters are
being provided at no cost to the county.

Mr. Proctor said 6,000 persons use
the shuttle each month.

“It is just a major traffic safety
program along this route,” he said.

The board also approved the pur-
chase of a software program to help
emergency personnel in responding
to disabled persons. The $29,000 con-
tract was given to Delta Develop-
mental Group of Mechanicsburg, Pa.

“This will enable us to register and
identify county residents with spe-
cial needs (the disabled) so emer-
gency workers know [what] their
needs are in the event of an emer-
gency,” Mr. Estrada said.

A resolution was passed support-
ing Assembly Bill, A-2654, which
would create a Gold Star Family li-
cense plate for families of service-
men and women who lost their lives
while on active duty in the United

States armed forces. Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) is
one of the sponsors of the bill.

Michael Smith of Linden spoke in
support of the legislation saying it’s
“dedicated to families of survivors of
each valiant American.”

Westfield resident Lance Cook ques-
tioned the board as to why Union County
Department of Corrections Director
Brian Riordan is permitted to reside in
Atlantic County while commuting to
Union County in a vehicle paid for by
the county. He called his residence
“unconsciousable” and “absurd.”

Mr. Cook also said the county
should switch from SUVs to smaller
vehicles “that use little gas.”

“Why would you need an SUV?”
he asked. “We’re not in Colorado.”

IRS Launches e-News
For Small Business

BALTIMORE — Keeping up with
federal tax requirements is not al-
ways easy in today’s fast-changing
business environment. Even if small
businesses and the self-employed use
a tax professional’s services, they still
need to know and understand their
tax responsibilities.

That’s why the IRS is working to
provide businesspeople with timely
information to help them understand
and meet their tax obligations.

IRS e-News for Small Businesses
offers small businesses and the self-
employed a real time-saver. e-News
is a bi-weekly newsletter that alerts
them to what’s new, hot and impor-
tant for small business owners to
know. It’s quick to read, easy to sub-
scribe to and free.

Subscribe to e-News for Small
Businesses at irs.gov/businesses/
small/article/0,,id=154825,00.html or
other IRS e-newsletters at irs.gov/
n e w s r o o m / c o n t e n t /
0,,id=103381,00.html. Click on the
newsletter title, click “Subscribe
Now” and enter your e-mail address.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Thomas E. Meade
Financial Consultant

• Investments
• Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Retirement Plans

732-382-7899
thomas.meade@lpl.com
Securities offered thru LPL Financial • Member SIPC & FINRA

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

NJTPA OK’s $10 Billion in
Transportation Improvements

NEWARK — The North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA) has approved its annual Trans-
portation Improvement Program (TIP),
a four-year investment agenda of more
than $10 billion for 13 counties in north-
ern and central New Jersey.

The Fiscal Year 2009-2012 TIP,
approved by the NJTPA Board of
Trustees at its July meeting, autho-
rized approximately $2.6 billion in
Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 for spending
on road, bridge, rail, bus and bicycle/
pedestrian projects and programs.

“The TIP represents billions of dol-
lars invested in our region’s infrastruc-
ture,” said NJTPA Chairman Susan M.
Zellman, Freeholder, Sussex County.
“These investments improve regional
transportation, and they also do much
more by creating jobs, strengthening
the economy and helping northern New
Jersey maintain its competitive edge
in the global marketplace.”

In the FY 2009 program, approxi-
mately $1.5 billion in combined state,
federal and other funding is desig-
nated for road and bridge projects
and about $1.1 billion goes to transit.
The program addresses priorities out-
lined by the NJTPA in its long-range
transportation plan for the region.

“First and foremost, this program
stresses repair and maintenance of
our existing roads, bridges and transit
infrastructure,” said Bergen County
Executive Dennis McNerney, who
serves as NJTPA first vice-chairman.
“It also contains funding for key tran-
sit expansions, intersection improve-

ments and other projects that will
help move people and goods more
efficiently in our region.”

Repair, maintenance and enhance-
ment of road and transit facilities
makes up three-quarters of the in-
vestments slated for Fiscal Year 2009.

Some of the major highway and
bridge projects scheduled for fund-
ing over the next four years are:

$200 million for interim repairs to
the Pulaski Skyway in Jersey City.

$6.6 million for completion of the
resurfacing of eight miles of Interstate
78 from east of Tunnel Road to east of
Beaver Brook in Hunterdon County.

$87.1 million for construction of
the Tremley Point Connector Road in
Linden and Carteret.

$84.3 million for construction of
two ramps at the Interstate 78/Garden
State Parkway interchange in Hill-
side and Union townships.

Public transit investments slated
for the region include:

$271 million for procurement of
new rail cars and locomotives to
expand capacity and improve reli-
ability for thousands of commuters.

$466.2 million for the Access to
the Region’s Core Tunnel, which the
NJTPA has designated as the region’s
highest transit priority. The Tunnel
would enable Raritan Valley Line
commuters a one-seat ride into Man-
hattan.

Westfielder to Head
Philanthropy Event

CHATHAM — Westfield resident
Jonathan Pearson has been named
chairman of the annual dinner/caba-
ret fundraising gala by Partnership in
Philanthropy (PIP). The event will be
held on September 25 at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark. PIP will honor
PSE&G Foundation President John
Smith at the event.

Mr. Pearson joined Horizon in 1994.
In addition to his program director
position, he is director of The Horizon
Foundation for New Jersey, a private
corporate Foundation that commenced
operation on January 1, 2004.

The PIP fundraising dinner/caba-
ret at NJPAC will begin with a pre-
dinner reception and silent auction at
5:30 p.m. The dinner and presenta-
tions will start at 6:30 p.m., followed
by cabaret performer Liz Callaway.
Tickets to the fundraising gala are
available through PIP, (973) 701-
9810.

Bureau of Mosquito Control
Calls Attention to New Pest

ELIZABETH — Add the Asian Ti-
ger Mosquito to the list of flying, sting-
ing pests to watch out for this summer.
This non-native species has been mov-
ing northward since first identified in
Texas in 1985. It has now found a home
in at least half of New Jersey.

Unlike many mosquitoes, the Asian
Tiger shuns green space. It prefers

crowded urban habitats including
patios and backyards.

It is called a “container mosquito”
because it breeds easily in any small
object that holds water, such as flower
pots, yard toys, discarded tires, empty
bottles, plastic bags, and  bottle caps.

The Asian Tiger also breeds in ne-
glected pools or fountains, or clogged
rain gutters.

Removing litter and debris is a
major first step toward eliminating
breeding sites. Unused pools, foun-
tains, and ornamental ponds should
be drained and covered. Residents
should also check their outdoor equip-
ment and garden ornaments, includ-
ing grills, wheelbarrows, and tarpau-
lins, to ensure there is no place for
water to collect, even in small
amounts. Rain gutters should be
cleaned regularly to ensure that water
does not collect in blockages, and
water in birdbaths should be changed
at least once per week.

To avoid bites, residents are advised
to wear long clothing when outdoors in
the early morning and early evening.
DEET remains the single most effec-
tive mosquito repellent.

Residents can call the Union
County Mosquito Hotline at (908)
654-9834 to report mosquito infesta-
tions. County inspectors will exam-
ine the property and recommend ways
to eliminate breeding sites. If needed,
the inspectors will also survey the
surrounding area.

Governor Signs Family
Care Legislation

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine signed legislation on July 7
expanding NJ FamilyCare and estab-
lishing mandates for health care cov-
erage of all children.

 The bill, S-1557/A-2624,  expands
NJ FamilyCare to include more low-
income parents. It also mandates that
all children in the state have health
care coverage through public or pri-
vate means.

REACHING OUT…Walter Trosin of Scotch Plains, a rising junior at Georgetown
University, spent time in the Philippines this summer with a development
organization called Gawad Kalinga (“to give care”). The group works to pull the
Philippines out of poverty and extensive homelessness. Walter is pictured above
with some children from a rural village on the island of Bacolod, where the group
stopped and did some manual work.


