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Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAD TRIP…Congressional candidate and Asw. Linda Stender (D, LD-22),
center, is joined by Scotch Plains (D) candidates Theresa Mullen for council, left,
and Kevin Glover for mayor at Scotchwood Florist on Monday, July 28. Asw.
Stender began a four-day trip through New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District
to reach voters with her campaign’s goals.

Fanwood Board to Defend Lawsuit
By SP Developer Paul Difrancesco

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Scotch Plains De-
veloper Paul DiFrancesco has filed a
lawsuit with the state Superior Court in
Elizabeth against the Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjustment
for denying a site plan application,
which he filed in January.

The application proposed to con-
struct a house fronting onto the dead-
end street of St. John’s Place, on a
subdivided lot, behind an existing home
that fronted onto Woodland Avenue.
After hearing hours of testimony in
January and again in April from various
experts, board members cited fire safety
concerns and lack of adequate access as
their chief reason for unanimously re-
jecting the application.

The board voted to adopt a resolution
authorizing Planning Board Attorney
Robert Renaud to “vigorously defend”
the lawsuit at their regular monthly
meeting held on July 23. Mr. Renaud
told the board that, “The lawsuit was
defensible. The board’s actions were
within reason and within the law.”

Subsequent to that application, the
board voted to approve an amendment
to an ordinance clarifying that the end
of a dead-end street should not be con-
sidered frontage for a lot.

Mr. DiFrancesco told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he could
not comment on the lawsuit at this time
under the advisement of his attorney.

Gary Maher, owner of Creative Habi-

tats, a tile and countertop business,
located at 74 South Avenue and owner
of the adjacent, residential lot located at
28 Stagaard Place, withdrew his vari-
ance application requesting permission
to use the Stagaard Place lot for indus-
trial storage of his materials and inven-
tory.

Under recommendations from the
planning board, Mr. Maher will return
in October with a combined site plan
and variance application, requesting to
subdivide the Stagaard Place lot. This
would allow the portion he proposes to
use to be rezoned for light industrial
use (LI zone). The board told Mr.
Maher’s attorney, Richard Kaplan, that
they preferred to have a portion of the
lot rezoned to LI, rather than permit
usage of a residential lot for industrial
storage.

 At Wednesday night’s meeting, La
Grande Avenue resident, John Garozzo,
who lives adjacent to Stagaard Place,
told The Times that there was currently
a cloud of fiber-glass dust emanating
from the tile building, which was not
being properly contained. He also
voiced concerns that the value of his
property and the properties of his neigh-
bors would be diminished if the board
permitted the subdivision and rezon-
ing.

An LI zone would permit a number
of uses, including garages, auto repair
shops, warehouses, processing and
packaging plants, appliance repair stores
and numerous, other types of commer-
cial and retail buildings. The lots are
currently occupied by single-family
houses.

Terrill Middle School to Use
Trailers as Classrooms in Fall

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In the wake of
increased enrollment at Terrill Middle
School the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has brought in four
modular trailers to serve as classrooms
for the 2008-2009 school year.

The idea of holding classes in trailers
was first considered this past school
year, and then approved in June. The
estimated cost, including renovations
of the modules, is estimated at $50,000.

“We are using our classrooms at ev-
ery period of the day,” Anthony
DelSordi, business administrator for
the district, said. “The school isn’t over-
crowded; the building is over-utilized.”

With the use of the trailers, teachers
will now have free periods in their
classrooms, he said.

Although construction and leasing
other space were both considered, Mr.

DelSordi said the trailers were the
cheapest alternative solution to the prob-
lem at hand.

Mr. DelSordi said an increased enroll-
ment “bubble” occurred when this group
of students was in kindergarten, and the
“bubble” has now come to Terrill.

Mr. DelSordi said there is potential
for this problem to persist as these
students graduate on to high school.
The board of education is looking to
solve this problem before it starts.

“Right now, we are looking at op-
tions in the high school to house these
students,” he said. “That is the next
phase. We may have to reorganize or
cut larger classrooms in half.”

As of right now, Mr. DelSordi said
the board has the support of Terrill
Middle School’s parents.

“There are currently no complaints,”
he said, “but they want to see how we
will handle enrollment in the future.”

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL EARS… Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr (left) and Councilman David
Valian (right) listen in as Fanwood Chief Financial Officer Fred Tompkins, front,
explains the revisions to Fanwood’s 2009 budget at the borough council meeting
Monday night.

Asm. Neil Cohen Resigns Amid
Child Pornography Investigation
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – After allegations that por-
nographic images of children were
found on his legislative office com-
puter, Democratic Assemblyman Neil
Cohen (LD-20, Union) resigned on
Monday.

Senator Raymond Lesniak and
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, who
share the Union office with Mr. Cohen,
were told of the pornographic mate-
rial, and they informed the Office of
Legislative Services.

Assemblyman Cryan and Senator
Lesniak released a joint statement
regarding the claims.

“We have been in constant touch

with the appropriate authorities
throughout this situation and will
continue to follow the Office of Leg-
islative Services guidelines and coun-
sel in this matter,” they said.

“While it was our proactive steps
that led the investigation to this point,
we are appalled at what has tran-
spired. Both of us have known Neil
Cohen for more than two decades.
We know him as a compassionate
individual, but if the allegations prove
true, clearly, there was a side to him
neither of us knew.

“We have been instructed to not
make any further comments regard-
ing this very serious matter.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-

21, Westfield) considered Mr. Cohen
a “friend” and someone across the
aisle with whom he could work effec-
tively, he told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The two have co-
sponsored legislation together, and
the Westfield assemblyman said the
news “haunts” him.

“Normally, I’m not shocked by
things,” Mr. Bramnick said. “This
one shocked me. If these allegations
are true, and they are allegations at
this point, it’s really sad. If it’s true, I
hope he gets help. If it’s not true, I
can’t wait till he gets back.”

Mr. Bramnick said, “I feel like I
lost a friend. This is sad stuff, and I
wish him well.”

Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden) said the news did not “shock”
him.

“I’m not shocked about anything
anymore,” Mr. Scutari told The Times.
“We had a governor (James
McGreevey) resign after he admitted
he was gay. We had a governor (Eliot
Spitzer) who prosecuted prostitution
and engaged [in prostitution]. You
just see more and more wacky stuff.”

Senator Scutari has known Mr.
Cohen professionally since his time
as a Union County freeholder. Though
he said he does not know Mr. Cohen
personally, Senator Scutari said of
Mr. Cohen, “He’s an excellent legis-
lator, well regarded and a passionate
advocate.”

“Only because of the individual
involved do I find it shocking,” he
added. “It’s bizarre stuff. We’ll just
wait and see. You try not to pass
judgment.”

In a statement issued by his office,
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield) called the allega-
tions of Mr. Cohen “horrific,” and
said he is “confident Attorney Gen-
eral Anne Milgram will give this
matter the full attention of her of-
fice.”

Union County Democratic Com-
mittee Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo said she is “deeply sad-
dened” by this turn of events.

“This is not the Neil Cohen I know,”
Ms. DeFilippo told The Times. “I’ve
never seen anything to indicate this
sort of behavior.”

Governor Jon Corzine called the
allegations “deeply disturbing,” in a
statement issued by his office.

Governor Corzine said, “All of us
who have worked with him are shocked
by the reports. Child pornography re-
flects a horrible debasement of chil-
dren that is totally intolerable. Creat-
ing, distributing and using child por-
nography should be pursued vigorously

FW Council Unveils Budget
With 5.6 Percent Tax Hike

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council introduced an amended
budget, Monday night, which calls
for a 5.6 percent hike in municipal
taxes over the 2007 year.

The revisions were presented as an
amendment to the original budget for
the council to vote on. The provisions
passed, with all council members
voting in favor of the changes, with
the exception Councilman Tony
Parenti. He cast his vote against the
amendment.

The amendments presented evi-
denced the “tremendous amount of
work” on the budget since February,
according to Mayor Colleen Mahr.
The budget in February called for a
28 percent tax increase over the 2007-
2008 budget, a number Mayor Mahr
called “completely unacceptable, but
that was our reality.” Total revenue to
be raised by taxes would be reduced
from $5.9 billion to $5.3 billion.

Regarding current taxes, the mayor
said residents would see a 10 percent
drop in their taxes from the third
quarter to the fourth quarter. The third
quarter taxes were figured using the
budget figures from February. How-
ever, Mayor Mahr also said tax bills
from last year to this year would see
a 5.6 percent increase overall.

The borough arrived at the budget
after figuring in the extraordinary aid
and looking into funds it could, or
could be willing, to cut. Mayor Mahr
said cuts had to be made from current
services, because “current spending
is relatively flat,” increasing one-half
of one percent from the previous year.

One of the main areas requiring
attention is the amount of extraordi-
nary aid received by the borough,
which, according to the mayor, is
“being eaten at” every year and con-
tinues to decrease. “It will get worse
every year,” she said.
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Largest Vendor Leaves WF
Market; SP Flourishing

By PAUL PEYTON and LAURA
MORTKOWITZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Area produce
buyers may have noticed a difference
this year when comparing apples to
apples – or in this case, Westfield to
Scotch Plains.

The Westfield Farmers Market
opened July 5 with less produce after
the largest vendor - Hackettstown-
based Donaldson Farms - was absent
from the marketplace.

When reached for comment on Fri-
day, Gary Donaldson of Donaldson
Farms, said a dispute started with a
parking problem last year when the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC), which runs the mar-
ket, started a flea market during the
Farmers Market hours and distrib-
uted 50 parking spaces at the Westfield
Train Station to those vendors. He
said customers complained to ven-
dors, who then took the complaints to
the Chamber.

He said Chamber Executive Direc-
tor Naomi McElynn “ignored” the
complaints, so one of his employees,
an eight-year employee of Donaldson
Farms, went “over her (McElynn’s)
head.”

“(The) Chamber is telling people
we had violations,” Mr. Donaldson
said, but added there was no record of
violations. “This is a personal con-
flict.”

Ms. McElynn said Mr. Donaldson’s
accusations are inaccurate. She said
the farmer’s employee was asked to
leave because the employee removed
safety barricades in violation of Farm-
ers Market rules. The barricades were
installed last year following an acci-
dent at a Farmers Market in another
state.

“We invited Donaldson back. They
told us they were coming,” she said.

She said she spoke to Mr.
Donaldson’s brother about following
the rules and the importance of civil-
ity at the markets.

Ms. McElynn said the employee
was upset with the new parking ar-
rangements and barricades, thinking
this took foot traffic away from the
farmers.

“I went to speak with her (about not
moving the barricades), but she refused
to speak with me,” Ms. McElynn said.

Ms. McElynn said the market man-
agers, all WACC volunteers, had to
confront the Donaldson Farms’ em-
ployee each time she moved the bar-
ricades.

“We could not have this with our
market managers,” Ms. McElynn said.

She said the WACC had a “signed
contract” and a $100 check from
Donaldson Farms agreeing to partici-
pate and to contract stipulations,
which included banning the em-
ployee. The letter was sent to
Donaldson Farms in April.

“There were other incidents,” Ms.
McElynn said, although she did not
provide further details.

Ms. McElynn said a new farmer is
being added to replace Donaldson
Farms.

Right now, Westfield has nine ven-
dors, two of which sell produce and
vegetables. Donaldson had the larg-
est table. Ms. McElynn said, “Foot
traffic is consistent” over last year.

Meanwhile, the Farmers Market in
Scotch Plains has three produce ven-
dors of the eight, and according to
Jeffrey Stein, promotional/marketing
consultant for the Business and Pro-
fessional Association, “the market has
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SP Cops to Get
3.5 Percent Pay Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will vote next month on
a new salary ordinance covering po-
lice department personnel under
which the average salary increase
next year will be about 3.52 percent.
The department’s one-year contract
will succeed a three-year agreement
that expires at the end of December.

Three salary schedules are in-
cluded in the ordinance and affect
three classes of personnel: those
hired prior to 1995, those hired since
the start of 2006, and those hired
between those two dates. Newer pa-
trolmen will need to move through
additional salary steps in order to
reach the maximum salary level of
$89,164; instead of a four-year pro-
cess, newer hires will move through
a seven-year process to reach that
salary maximum.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times the additional salary steps
“helps the town on costs” because it
takes officers longer to reach the
maximum salary level.

Lieutenant Brian Donnelly told
The Times that the local Policemen’s

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONNECTED TO WESTFIELD...Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada and Finance Chairman Al Mirabella,
a Fanwood resident, visited the Westfield council, Tuesday evening, as they attempted to foster the relationship between the
two entities. Council members questioned the county representatives on issues of spending and the new Performing Arts
Center in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are Second Ward Vicki Kimmins, Mr. Mirabella, Mr. Estrada, Town
Clerk Claire Gray, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and First Ward Councilman Frank Arena.
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Muhlenberg Formally Closes
Plainfield Emergency Room
PLAINFIELD – On Wednesday at 8

a.m., Muhlenberg’s emergency room
went on “full divert” status, meaning
rescue squads must divert to other hos-
pitals. On Tuesday, Muhlenberg Medi-
cal Center sent a letter to local rescue
squads formally closing the emergency
room in Plainfield. The letter reads:

“Dear Emergency Medical Techni-
cian:

This letter will serve to formally
advise you that Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center, an affiliate of Solaris
Health System, will discontinue acute
care services at its facility located at
Park Avenue and Randolph Road,
Plainfield, New Jersey on Wednesday,
August 13, 2008. Approval from the
Commissioner of the New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior Services
of our Certificate of Need (CN) to close
has been received and pursuant to the
conditions of the CN, this letter will
provide a 15-day notification of our
intent to close.

We will immediately implement an
operational plan to achieve an orderly
closure of acute care services. As a part

of that planning process, we will cease
to accept direct admissions to the hos-
pital. In 48 hours, we will place the
Emergency Room on full divert status.
These steps are being taken to ensure
we can provide a safe discharge for all
current inpatients by August 13, 2008
[final closing date]. During the transi-
tion period, we will continue to operate
a full-service Emergency Department.

We are deeply saddened by the clo-
sure of Muhlenberg but we remain com-
mitted to the provision of care to the
residents of Plainfield. We thank you
for the support you have provided dur-
ing this process and your willingness to
assist in the continuance of healthcare
services for the residents of the
Plainfield community.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact me directly at
(908) 668-2197.

Sincerely,
Nancy Fiamingo

Senior Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer

Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center.


