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POLICE BLOTTER

Court Upholds Conviction
In 2003 Westfield Arrest

dened” by this turn of events.
“This is not the Neil Cohen I

know,” Ms. DeFilippo told The
Leader. “I’ve never seen anything to
indicate this sort of behavior.”

Governor Jon Corzine called the
allegations “deeply disturbing,” in a
statement issued by his office.

Governor Corzine said, “All of us
who have worked with him are
shocked by the reports. Child por-
nography reflects a horrible debase-
ment of children that is totally intol-
erable. Creating, distributing and us-
ing child pornography should be pur-
sued vigorously by law enforcement
wherever it is found.”

Mr. Cohen has represented the 20th
District, which includes Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Roselle and Union, since
1994, and also served from 1990 to
1991. He served on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders from
1988 to 1990.

Mr. Cohen also resigned as gen-
eral counsel to the Union County
Utilities Authority, a $109,000 post,
and as  Union County Planning Board
attorney, a $27,000 salary.

According to Susan Evans, direc-
tor of communications at the New
Jersey Department of State, under
state guidelines the Union County
Democratic Committee has 35 days
from the time the department re-
ceives notice of resignation to fill
the vacancy with an interim succes-
sor. Ms. Evans told The Leader, Tues-
day, that the department has yet to
receive Mr. Cohen’s resignation.

A special election will be held in
November to fill the remaining year
on Mr. Cohen’s term. Both parties
must have their candidate’s names
certified 48 days before the general
election. The Democrats can choose
to place someone other than the in-
terim successor on the November
ballot.

Phil Morin, Union County Repub-
lican Committee chairman, told The
Leader that if the allegations against
Mr. Cohen are true, “He should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of
the law. Never forget the real victims
in child pornography are the chil-
dren themselves who are forced to
participate in these heinous [acts].”

Mr. Morin said he has reached out
to all four municipal chairs within
the district and will have candidates
shortly. He said the GOP plans to
hold a convention after potential can-
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Neil Cohen Resignation
didates are identified.

He said the GOP has “some pretty
natural candidates,” including  C.
Louis Bassano, a former state sena-
tor from the district; Linda Gagliano,
a former Union school board mem-
ber and 2007 state senate candidate;
Kathi Fiamingo, the mayor of
Kenilworth, and Roselle’s Esther
Guzman-Malcolm, a former candi-
date for sheriff.

He said no matter whom the Demo-
crats select to fill the term, “they will
just give voters more of the same.”

On the Democratic side, Mr. Morin
called first-term Roselle Council-
woman Cecelia Dallas-Ricks the
“presumptive frontrunner” in a field
that also includes current Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada and Patricia
Perkins-Auguste, at-large council-
man in Elizabeth.

Mr. Morin said he heard “rum-
blings” that Mr. Estrada would be
interested.

Mr. Estrada, an Elizabeth resident
and manager at the Elizabeth Motor
Vehicle Commission, confirmed with
The Leader on Tuesday that he would
be interested in the Assembly seat.

Mr. Estrada, who has lived in the
20th district for more than 40 years,
said he “knows the ins and outs” of
the area, as well as the “makeup” of
the community.

“I know what the job requires,” he
said.

The freeholder added, “On the en-
vironment, evening the playing field
with regards to social services and
bringing the community together, my
record is clear.”

With new dual-office-holding laws
in place, Mr. Estrada would have to
resign from the freeholder board if
selected. His seat expires at the end of
the year.

In 2006, Mr. Morin called for an
investigation into Mr. Estrada’s ac-
tions after then-Attorney General
Zulima Farber called Mr. Estrada to
straighten out driver’s license and car
registration issues associated with Ms.
Farber’s boyfriend, Hamlet Goore.

Mr. Morin said he is “not quite
sure” what the results of the investi-
gation were. “Regardless, it leaves
some clear questions as to his judg-
ment.”

While admitting that the situation
is not clear, he said a “chain reac-
tion” would go off if Mr. Estrada
were tapped for the position.

Westfield
Wednesday, July 23, Hector Menjivar-

Mejia, 35, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant and
an outstanding Harding Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop in the area of Park
Street and Central Avenue. He posted bail
and was released.

Wednesday, July 23, Michael C. Johnson,
32, of Westfield responded to police head-
quarters where he was arrested on an out-
standing Garwood warrant. He posted bail
and was released.

Wednesday, July 23, Salvatore Fazio, 24
of Westfield responded to police headquar-
ters where he was arrested for an outstand-
ing Westfield warrant. He posted bail and
was released.

Friday, July 25, Jobin Mathew, 18, of
Westfield was charged with possession of
marijuana in the area of Wells Street and
Fairacres Avenue after police received a
call of a suspicious vehicle. Mathew was
released with a summons pending and a
court date.

Friday, July 25, Bishara Tyler, 32, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing New Brunswick warrant after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Lamberts Mill
Road and Spruce Lane. Tyler posted bail
and was released.

Saturday, July 26, a joint investigation
with Clark police resulted in the arrest of
three individuals: Bryan Fowler, 20, Chris-
topher Dean, 20, and Corey Perez, 20, all
residents of Cranford.

Police said the arrests were pursuant to a
burglary of a residence on Manchester Drive.
Each suspect was charged with burglary,
theft, criminal mischief and possession of
burglary tools. Bail was set at $25,000 for
Dean and Perez and $10,000 for Fowler,
police said, pending a superior court date of
August 1.

Sunday, July 27, Ikemefuna Okwuosa,
21, of Union was arrested for an outstanding
warrant following a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad Street and Euclid Avenue. He
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, August 27, a resident of the 900
block of Ripley Avenue reported the theft of
two laptop computers and an emerald ring.
The total value of items taken was placed at
$18,500.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 24, a resident of Bay-

berry Lane reported receiving several calls
from a collection agency regarding a check
that he supposedly cashed in the amount
of $1,022. According to police, the front
of the check had an address in Elizabeth
where the victim never resided and the
victim stated that he never wrote or cashed
a check in that amount. The victim filed

an affidavit stating the above and the
incident is under investigation.

Thursday, July 24, a resident of Lark-
spur Drive reported that as she was driv-
ing on Route 22 she noticed a vehicle she
described as a dark red, older model com-
pact four-door station wagon occupied by
five white males in their late teens travel-
ing east. According to police, the victim
stated that the vehicle attempted to paral-
lel her car and when it was directly along
side hers, a passenger threw an object into
the open driver’s side window of her
vehicle.

The object was determined to be a Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken soda cup full of soda,
police said. The victim did not sustain any
injuries, but police have broadcasted a SPEN
alert to neighboring jurisdictions to stop and
hold any vehicle matching the description
noted in this report, authorities said.

Monday, July 28, Francisco G. Lebron,
34, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding Mountainside
warrant.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, July 23, Michael T.

Sweeney, 38, of Scotch Plains was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield.
According to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, July 24, Thomas P. Creamer
18, of Elmwood Park was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana after
a field investigation. According to police,
he was processed and released on a sum-
mons.

Thursday, July 24, Charles H. Williams,
49, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant out
of Elizabeth. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, July 24, Michael J. Molina,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Elizabeth. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, July 25, Ivano Pizzarno, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for criminal
mischief and criminal trespassing after a
field investigation. According to police, he
was processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Sunday, July 27, Janine F. Lytle, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop for an outstanding warrant out of
Middlesex. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, July 27, Xiomilka Rodriguez,
26, of Allentown, Pa. was arrested and
charged with driving a vehicle reported
stolen from Jersey City. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released with a
summons.

ELIZABETH – On July 28, appel-
late judges Rudy Coleman and Tho-
mas Lyons ruled against Warren
Guerrier on appeal from the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Law Division,
Union County.

The defendant’s position was that
the arresting officers in 2003 in Westfield
violated his rights under the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution, to be
free from unreasonable searches and
seizures.

Defendant Warren Guerrier appealed
an October 21, 2005 judgment of con-
viction entered following the trial court’s
acceptance of his March 2, 2005 guilty
plea – third degree conspiracy to com-
mit the crime of identity theft, and third
degree possession of devices and mate-
rials to make false drivers’ licenses.

Guerrier had moved to suppress evi-
dence seized from his car after a stop
for traffic violations in Westfield. The
court found that the police had the right
to stop the vehicle and probable cause
to conduct the subsequent search of the

interior of the car because the smell of
marijuana emanated from the vehicle.

The court found that the arresting
Westfield Police Officers had acted
correctly.

On September 12, 2003, at approxi-
mately 12:01 a.m., Officers James Stivale
and Kevin O’Keefe of the Westfield
Police Department pulled over a Honda
wagon driven by Guerrier. The reasons
for the stop were that the officers ob-
served that the car had an unreadable
expiration date on its Virginia license
plate tag and the car’s front side win-
dows were unlawfully tinted.

The officers approached the vehicle
and asked the driver, Guerrier, to provide
his driving credentials. Guerrier could
not produce them. At that time, Officer
O’Keefe detected a strong odor of mari-
juana emanating from the vehicle.

Officer O’Keefe then instructed
Guerrier and his passenger, co-defen-
dant Alexander Young, to exit the ve-
hicle. Both men were advised of their
Miranda rights.

the only differences.
The Scotch Plains Farmers Mar-

ket now has an organic baker, which
is new. He also said one the farmers
sell organic produce grown from
another New Jersey organic farmer.

According to the Global Market
for Organic Food and Drink, or-
ganic food sales have increased from
$23 billion in 2002 to $40 billion in
2006.

However, Westfield cannot jump
onto the organic food bandwagon
as easily as Scotch Plains has. Ms.
McElynn had sought to bring or-
ganic produce to Westfield through
the Purple Dragon co-op, but as a
member of the New Jersey Council
of Farmers and Communities pro-
duce sold at the market must be
grown in New Jersey and at the
farm owned by the farmer selling
the goods. She said an inspection
revealed that Purple Dragon imports
organic fruits. She also said there
are a limited number of organic
farmers in New Jersey and they pro-

duce a small volume of crops.
The Chamber is looking into

whether it wants to stay a member
of the council. For the October 3
Chamber board meeting, this topic
is already on the agenda. The Cham-
ber will look at both the benefits
and the restrictions of staying a
member of the council. Some of the
items the Chamber will look into
are being able to sell organic food
and the fee that has to be paid to the
council to stay a member.

Scotch Plains is not a member of
the council. Elizabeth, Roselle Park,
and Springfield are the only other
Union County towns that have mar-
kets that are part of the council.

According to the Downtown
Cranford Management Corporation,
Cranford has not had a Farmer’s
Market in about three years as they
have their own farm in town,
Dreyer’s Farm on Springfield Av-
enue.

Katherine Vowell contributed to this
story.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
A FAIR SHAKE...Fourth Ward Westfield Councilman Tom Bigosinski, left,
shakes hands with Freeholder Al Mirabella. County representatives attended the
meeting to hear concerns of the Westfield council and promote the relationship
between the county and municipality.

Muhlenberg Formally Closes
Plainfield Emergency Room
PLAINFIELD – On Wednesday at 8

a.m., Muhlenberg’s emergency room
went on “full divert” status, meaning
rescue squads must divert to other hos-
pitals. On Tuesday, Muhlenberg Medi-
cal Center sent a letter to local rescue
squads formally closing the emergency
room in Plainfield. The letter reads:

“Dear Emergency Medical Techni-
cian:

This letter will serve to formally
advise you that Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center, an affiliate of Solaris
Health System, will discontinue acute
care services at its facility located at
Park Avenue and Randolph Road,
Plainfield, New Jersey on Wednesday,
August 13, 2008. Approval from the
Commissioner of the New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior Services
of our Certificate of Need (CN) to close
has been received and pursuant to the
conditions of the CN, this letter will
provide a 15-day notification of our
intent to close.

We will immediately implement an
operational plan to achieve an orderly
closure of acute care services. As a part

of that planning process, we will cease
to accept direct admissions to the hos-
pital. In 48 hours, we will place the
Emergency Room on full divert status.
These steps are being taken to ensure
we can provide a safe discharge for all
current inpatients by August 13, 2008
[final closing date]. During the transi-
tion period, we will continue to operate
a full-service Emergency Department.

We are deeply saddened by the clo-
sure of Muhlenberg but we remain com-
mitted to the provision of care to the
residents of Plainfield. We thank you
for the support you have provided dur-
ing this process and your willingness to
assist in the continuance of healthcare
services for the residents of the
Plainfield community.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact me directly at
(908) 668-2197.

Sincerely,
Nancy Fiamingo

Senior Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer

Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center.
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Freeholders Visit Westfield
increase from last year.

Mr. Mirabella acknowledged that
balancing the county budget has been
a “challenge.” He also said county
increases over the last few years are
“not where we want them to be.”

However, he said, “We’ve worked
hard as a budget committee” and
thanked First Ward Councilman
Frank Arena for attending freeholder
budget meetings and attempting to
understand the process.

Mr. Mirabella said, “We struggle
with the same things – mandated
costs, salaries, insurance costs, util-
ity costs.”

Later in the conference, council
members had an opportunity to query
the freeholders.

Mr. Arena took the opportunity to
question the financing for The Acad-
emy of Performing Arts, which will
be located in Scotch Plains at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (Vo-Tech).

The $20 million venture will
eventually accommodate 200
students. The money will mostly be
used to build a new outdoor
amphitheater, sound studios,
dressing rooms and a stage.
Construction should be complete by
fall 2009.

Mr. Arena said, “We’re all
tightening our belt…It sounds good,
and I know some of the value that’s
there, but it’s a very expensive
proposition. Governor Corzine
basically said, ‘financially, we’re
having a heartattack. Get the paddles
out.’ Is the $20 million investment
worth the value?”

Mr. Estrada, while acknowledging
the expense, responded by saying
that “investment in education and
our children is critical.”

Mr. Mirabella deemed the $20
million figure “a large capital
investment” but said he is “proud” of
the vocational schools in Union
County, calling them one of the
“premiere” county vocational centers
in the state.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst asked the freeholder
representatives if they would be
willing to accept a similar pay scale
to that of a Westfield councilman.

According to a Union County
employment list, while freeholders
earn salaries of $29,500, Mr.
Mirabella makes $30,500, and Mr.
Estrada earns $31,500.

“We, as Westfield council people
and the mayor, are elected but are
essentially volunteers and serve for
$1 a year. So, would the freeholders
consider a similar budgetary
proposal?” Mr. Foerst asked.

“No,” Mr. Mirabella replied
immediately, causing laughter to
spread throughout the room.

“When people ask me what a
freeholder does, I say I do what a
[municipal] councilman does but a
little bit larger scale, budget, area
and constituency. It’s a lot of
responsibility, too. We’re not going
in that direction, but that’s a nice
question,” he added.

In other business, First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana addressed
Westfield’s budgetary picture. As a
“necessary measure in an extremely
difficult budgetary year,” Westfield
will have no capital budget in 2008.

The proposed capital budget of $4
million had included $2.5 million in
funds for the renovation of Memorial
Field. Plans for Memorial Field
included a complete redesign of the
softball fields to allow for
simultaneous play, changes in the
parking lot design and moving the
tennis courts. The budget had also
included $1.3 million in public works
improvements to fund road
improvements.

Mr. Caruana said while the finance
committee “loves” the Municipal
Field project, “as Councilman Arena
was saying to the freeholders, you
can’t do every project you love.” He
said opportunities for private support
or partnerships would have to be
considered for the project to come to
fruition. “At $2.5 million, it’s
nowhere close.”

Mr. Caruana did say that capital
improvements will occur in 2008,
but they will be completed with
money appropriated in 2007.

The town will set aside $75,000
for quiet zone work on Rahway
Avenue and $70,000 to fund its share
of a state aid project for Westfield
Avenue.

“Our capital budget is funded by
long-term debt,” Mr. Caruana said.
“With a $4 million capital budget,
we would be adding to our debt
service by about 25 percent.” The
town has $15 million in unfunded
debt.

“At this point, we need to be a lot
more strategic in planning our capital
improvements,” he added. “In 2008,
we are taking a break.”

Mr. Foerst, as a member of the
public works committee, said he was
“disappointed” with the news
because constituents want roads
paved. However, he said, “I realize
there’s not much we can do.”

JoAnn Neylan, who chairs the
public works committee, said this
“tough love” was needed. She said
“this is the right decision and is in
the best interest of all of us.”

Mr. Caruana said declining rev-
enues over the first half of 2008 also
contributed to the decision. Con-
struction fees are down 40 percent
from last year. Parking revenue is
down 15 percent, which is “further
than we would have projected, rep-
resenting a slowdown in consumer
spending and driving.”

In addition, there is a decline in
interest. The town will earn $300,000
in interest income this year. Last
year, the town made $800,000.

Starting Monday, August 25, the
finance committee will meet every
Monday for nine months. They will
work to create a debt-management
plan, while meeting with all depart-
ment heads to discuss possible em-
ployee reductions and hear propos-
als for “revenue enhancement.”

With about 15 volunteers, some of
whom also volunteer with the fire de-
partment, members are expected to be
on duty 12 hours every week, with
shifts running from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.

Ms. Moore believes that the primary
reason for volunteer shortages is the
“class you have to take for five months.”
Although the class is paid for by the
town, she said that the “schooling just
sounds worse than it is.”

President of the Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad, Dan Sullivan, believes that
word of mouth is the best way to recruit
new volunteers.

The Scotch Plains Squad, comprised
of 62 members, has had difficulties
recruiting individuals to cover the day-
time shifts from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Al-
though Mountainside has a paid ser-
vice during the work week, Mr. Sullivan
said that a paid service is “something
we don’t want to consider.”

Sharpe James Sentenced;
27 Months Stirs Debate

NEWARK – U.S. District Judge
William Martini sentenced former
State Senator and former Newark
Mayor Sharpe James to 27 months in
prison on Tuesday. James was also
fined $100,000, nj.com reported.

Co-conspirator Tamika Riley was
sentenced to 15 months in jail.

After being sentenced, they were
released. They are expected to report
to prison on September 15.

In a highly publicized trial, a jury
convicted James and Riley of fraud
and conspiracy last summer. It was
reported that Riley, 39, and James,
72, were romantically involved.

The conviction was a joint pros-
ecution effort by U.S. Attorney Chris-
topher Christie, Attorney General
Anne Milgram and the FBI.

The prosecution of James, initiated
two years ago, brought an end to the
career of the Democratic Party power
broker, whose influence was far reach-

ing in the state. James, in public of-
fice for 20 years, has accumulated
millions of dollars in the bank, a
yacht, Rolls Royce and a number of
properties, according to published
reports.

The light sentence given to James
and Riley by the judge stirred contro-
versy. Mr. Christie said his office will
appeal the sentence, contending it was
unreasonable under federal sentenc-
ing guidelines. Judge Martini said the
sentencing was in line with that given
to other corrupt, convicted politicians
in the state, according to NJ.com.

James’ and Riley’s crime involved
their conspiracy in the fraudulent sale
of publicly-owned city property of
which hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in profits were garnered.

About his light sentencing, the
judge further added that he failed to
see who was the victim in this crime,
NJ.com reported.
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Mountainside Fire Dept.
Scotch Plains is a little more lenient

with its required hours and members
usually volunteer about four to five
hours every week.

In the meantime, Scotch Plains has
maintained a good relationship with its
neighboring town, Fanwood, to ensure
that the daytime calls are answered.

“We have a unique situation, be-
cause Scotch Plains surrounds
Fanwood, and there is a very good
relationship between the two squads,”
Mr. Sullivan said.

For Mr. Sullivan, being part of the
squad is to “do something good for
people. You will never get rich doing
EMS…It is an appreciation for what
we do and how we do it.”

For Mountainside Fire Department
volunteer of 31 years, Dean Paskow,
the bottom line is simple.

“If you’re interested, you find the
time to do it.”

SP Farmers’ Market Sets
Blood Drive Gift Certificate
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

August 2, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market will
feature a blood drive. Donors will
receive a $20 gift certificate towards
purchases at the market. The market
is located at the Municipal Building
parking lot at 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) is
sponsoring the blood drive in con-
junction with The Blood Center of
New Jersey.

As part of the SPBPA community
outreach effort, this drive is being
held to meet the urgency of the
community’s increasing need for
blood. One donation can save up to
three lives.

Donors are first asked medical his-
tory questions and given a mini-health
check, including pulse, blood pres-
sure and iron level. The actual dona-
tion of blood takes five to seven  min-
utes, and then the donor is given a
snack and juice. The entire process
generally takes under one hour. Do-

nors will receive a free cholesterol
screening.

“This event helps bring friends and
neighbors together and provides an
opportunity for an act of kindness,”
said Jeff Stein, Farmers’ Marketplace
Manager.

Donors must be 17 years of age,
weigh at least 120 pounds, and be in
general good health. There is no up-
per age limit for donors, provided
they meet health requirements Do-
nors should bring a signed or picture
form of identification. People with a
fever or sore throat should wait until
they are feeling better before donat-
ing, and there is a 24-hour deferral for
teeth cleanings and fillings.

For those who have recently trav-
eled outside of the United States, call
the blood center at (973) 676-4700,
ext. 132, for eligibility criteria.

Interested donors are encouraged
to pre-register for the event at
bloodnjorg. For more information,
call Mr. Stein at (908) 322-6774 or
the Blood Center at (800) 652-5663,
extension 140.

County GOP Calls for Cohen
Campaign Funds to be Frozen

COUNTY — In response to former
Assemblyman Neil Cohen’s resigna-
tion following allegations that por-
nography involving children was found
on his legislative office computer,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin issued the following state-
ment:

“As the investigation of child por-
nography allegations apparently con-
tinues against former Assemblyman
Neil Cohen and election laws mandate
that a special election be held this
November as a result of the legislative
vacancy, the Union County Republi-
cans are calling for both his individual
and joint legislative campaign accounts
with Assemblyman Cryan to be frozen
until the investigation is complete.

“No campaign funds should be used
for Mr. Cohen’s personal legal de-
fense or doled out as campaign contri-

butions in the interim.
“If the allegations are true, we call

upon Mr. Cohen to donate all funds in
his individual and joint campaign ac-
counts to the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
to help in the fight against child por-
nography and to assist the only true
victims of such a heinous crime.

“According to their website, finan-
cial donations to the NCMEC ‘help
advance their mission to prevent child
abduction and sexual exploitation’ and
‘assist victims of abduction and sexual
exploitation, their families and the pro-
fessionals who serve them.’

“According to the release: Election
Law Enforcement Commission advi-
sory opinion AO-01-2008 limits the
use of campaign funds for criminal
legal defense. Charitable donations
are specifically authorized.”
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Vendor Leaves Market


