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Westfield’s Malinsky Translates
The Sacred into an Art Form

Irit Malinsky’s
Blooming from the Origin,

Medium: Oil Paint
Features the Hebrew word Beresheet,

meaning genesis.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – To Westfield artist
Irit Malinsky, art is more than a cre-
ative expression, it is a representation
of the sacred.

Ms. Malinsky’s outlook on art has
resulted in a body of work that is as
spiritually uplifting as it is artistically
genuine.

“The genesis of my artistic search
has been the meaning of image and
the transition of Biblical myth into art
and how it manifests the many con-
figurations of the sacred form,” said
Ms. Malinsky, who was born in Israel
and has lived in the United States for
10 years.

“[This] constitutes, for me, the in-
ner reality of God,” she said.

According to the artist, humans are
both creators and creations, and she
said, “When we open ourselves to
create from within our soul, a channel
moves us toward our personal divin-
ity, and a new inner landscape ap-
pears.”

This new “inner landscape” of
which the artist speaks is obvious in
the beauty of her oil paintings.

Ms. Malinsky brings together color
and form to present work that is spiri-

tually ethereal without the iconic qual-
ity evidenced by some religious art.

“Divinity has no logic. It cannot be
explained because there are no words

that can truly describe it,” said Ms.
Malinsky.

“That is why it can be better ex-
pressed [through images]. By articu-
lating my ideas, I move into a silent
state and look within my heart to
connect to the higher spirit,” she ex-
plained.

Ms. Malinsky holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in media arts from Wiz
College of Design in Haifa, Israel.

This past May, she received a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in fine arts educa-
tion with an option in studio from
Kean University.

In the fall, she will work as a teacher
of creative art at Temple Emanu-El.

Her immediate goal as an artist is to
teach her students that the creative
process begins internally.

“My aspiration has been to influ-
ence, inspire and contribute to
children’s lives by demonstrating their
endless potential and the world of
opportunities,” she said. “That is the
central beauty and meaning of arts
education.”

Ms. Malinsky also sees the role of
art teacher as that of a catalyst.

“Being able to express creativity is
essential for growth; therefore, the
teacher must facilitate that process,”
she explained.

Ms. Malinsky has exhibited photo-
graphs and paintings at the Museum
of Israeli Art in Ramat Gan, Israel, as
well as in museums in Haifa and Tel
Aviv.

She has also written, produced, di-
rected and edited multiple short films
that have appeared on Israeli television.

“My film is a language about big
abstract things. It is a beautiful way
of saying things in their own lan-
guage. It gives you the ability to ex-
press feeling and thoughts that can-
not be shown in any other way,” she
said.

Ms. Malinsky compared the cin-
ema to music in that people can emo-
tionally experience both by listening.

“Cinema can be very abstract…but
people have a need to make intellec-
tual sense of it….they can find an
explanation from within if they just
allow that,” she said.

Audio-Described Program
Brings Theatre to the Blind

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Three times each
year, Westfield resident Diane Fairfax,
along with other volunteers from the
Theater Project and Union County As-
sociation for the Blind, attend play re-
hearsals to gear up for presenting narra-
tions of theatrical productions for the
blind.

Ms. Fairfax has been coordinating
audio-described performances of plays
for the New Jersey Theater Alliance’s
“Theater Project” in Union County for
the past four years, a job she refers to as
“her baby.”

“This is so important to me as a
volunteer. I don’t volunteer to waste my
time. I receive so much joy when I see
how they are appreciating everything
that is being done. For them to come out
and be able to appreciate everything a
seeing person can see, it’s like the best
thing that ever happened,” she said

during a recent interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times held at
Starbucks.

Throughout rehearsals, they take
notes on what is happening, aside from
dialogue, in order to allow the blind to
enjoy a night out at the theater.

“The audio describer explains what
is going on,” she said. “It’s really in-
volved – to the point where your timing
is everything. You can’t talk while the
actors are talking, but you try to give
them a visual, so when they hear laugh-
ter, they will know why everyone else is
laughing because they’re laughing, too.”

Blind attendees are given headsets
through which on-stage movement is
described to them. Ms. Fairfax said
they are given a designated section to
sit in while the production is being
performed.

Volunteers greet the blind patrons  at
the door upon their arrival and also
assist them during intermission. They

are also provided with free transporta-
tion from the local Lions clubs, as well
as free theater tickets from the Sun-
shine club, through the help of Kenneth
Mattfield from the Lions Club and
William Totten, president of the Union
County Association for the Blind.

“It’s a lot to cater, but it’s not a
bother. It’s really not,” she said. “You
hear them laughing or sometimes cry-
ing depending on what they’re hear-
ing, but it all comes together, and it’s
really so rewarding.”

Although the program was met with
some initial hesitation, she said it has
flourished over the years and has man-
aged to help many members of the
blind community and their families.

“When we first started volunteer-
ing, they said we would be lucky if we
had five people for each performance,”
Ms. Fairfax said. “I want you to know
we have had 25 for every perfor-
mance since then. I think they’ve re-
alized this program is very promis-
ing.”

She said in five years, she anticpates
the Theater Project will have full-
house performances for the blind.

“Right now, we have about half, so
in five years, we’re there,” she said.

As for how many people she has
helped over the years, Ms. Fairfax
said it is immeasurable.

“How do you put a number on a
person going home and telling their
family how much they’ve enjoyed the
performance?” she questioned. “The
family can only do so much for their
loved one.”

This program allows them to go out
on their own and experience a form of
entertainment they cannot get at home.

“These are quality shows,” Ms.
Fairfax said. “A lot of these shows
could be Off-Broadway, and I’m seri-
ous when I say that. Mark Spina is an
excellent director, and he brings so
much energy to the stage.”

This summer, through August 3,
the Theater Project is performing
Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage
(see review at left). In September, it
will be showing Defying Gravity.

“The people that come…have be-
come my friends, and I take it [per-
sonally]. They’re almost, in a sense,
my family,” Ms. Fairfax said.

Flaming Guns of the Purple
Sage Blaze Away at UCC

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Professional Theater
Company’s production of Jane
Martin’s Flaming Guns of the Purple
Sage is an offbeat treat for adventur-
ous adult theatergoers.

Martin’s satirical play about an in-
jured rodeo cowboy and the woman

nursing him back to health is staged
on a back lot of the Cranford campus,
a perfect setting for a play written by
an author best known for avoiding the
public spotlight.

When the play begins, the audi-
ence is introduced to Big 8 and Rob-
Bob, as She-devil confronts them.
The colorful names of the outrageous
characters prepare the audience for
the exceptional dialogue and memo-
rable one-liners that the cast delivers
with professionalism in the backdrop
of an intimate single set.

Rob-Bob (Stephen Medvidick), a
young rodeo cowboy laid up from an
injury, is shacking up with the much
older nurse Big 8 (Bev Sheehan) in
her ramshackle of a home until he can
ride again. She-devil (Barbara Guidi)
– the abandoned, pregnant ex-girl-
friend of Big 8’s absent son, Lucifer
– is on the run from a “one-eyed
Ukrainian biker” named Black Dog
(Will Budnikov), her current lover.

Looking to escape a storm and the
pursuit of Black Dog, She-devil drops
in and wants to stay the night. Rob-
Bob is smitten and persuades Big 8 to
let her stay.

What follows is a mixture of hilar-
ity, slapstick and perversity. Dialogue,
meant for adults, is uncensored at

times and is not above crude or sexual
imagery occasionally. The actors are
up to the task, not only delivering the
quick one-liners, but also doing jus-
tice to the very physical nature of the
humor.

For instance, when Rob-Bob falls
in love with She-devil and guns down
Black Dog to save her, the task at
hand proves not so simple.

Wearing a red speedo, featuring a
double-holster belt, Rob-Bob kills in
style. After the one-eyed Ukranian is
shot multiple times, since he won’t
succumb to death easily, he is shoved
in a closet. This, of course, leads to a
conundrum faced in modern cinema
by characters in Fargo and Pulp Fic-
tion – how do we get rid of the body?

The cast delivers a great perfor-
mance with clean conversation and
perfect physical comedy that moves
the story to its happy ending. Rob-
Bob gets She-devil. Big-8 gets Donnie
Pride (Chris Wood), another young,
injured rodeo cowboy. And the audi-
ence gets a unique theater experi-
ence.

Director Mark Spina put together a
“Big Theater” show in a surprisingly
small setting that makes a perfect
night out for residents looking for
something different than the standard
date night of a movie and a dinner.

The show runs until August 3, and
seating is limited, so plan ahead of
time to see this great literary work
performed by an entertaining cast.
And while theatre is an enriching
experience for younger generations,
the adult nature of certain situations
makes this more appropriate for
grown-ups.

THERE’S A NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Sheriff Baxter Blue (Harry Patrick
Christian) proposes to his lady love Shirl (Angela Della Ventura), a professional
pig butcher, in The Theater Project’s production of Jane Martin’s comedy,
Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage. To purchase tickets, call Brown Paper Tickets
at (800) 383-3006, or visit brownpapertickets.com.

NJWA Offers Exotic
Hula Dancing Lessons
WESTFIELD – The spirit of Ha-

waii is returning to the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) in a
series of hula lessons, taught by in-
structor Ofelia Shore.

Trained in Polynesian dancing with
the Cora Doloroso Modeling School
in the Philippines, Ms. Shore has ap-
peared on TV performing Hula, Tahi-
tian and Maori dances.

The six-session course, for ages 7 to
adult, will be offered in 45-minute
classes, on Thursday evenings, July
10, 17, 24, 31, and August 7 and 14.
The early session, which runs from
6:30 - 7:15 p.m., is intended for begin-
ning students, while the 7:30 - 8:15
p.m. class is geared toward those who
have some hula dance experience.

The hula dance tells stories and is a
unique form of exercise that is low
impact, yet helps to strengthen the
body and relieve stress and tension.

Tuition for this course is $90 per
student, with a special discount rate of
$45 for a child (age 5 and older) who
enrolls with a parent in the same class.

The hula lessons will be held at the
NJWA, 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Call the NJWA at (908)
789-9696 for registration information.

SIMPLY DIVINE...Irit Malinsky believes there is an interplay between the spiritual and artistic world. To the Westfield
artist, when humans take on the role of creators, a path to the divine emerges. Because “no words can describe” divinity,
art helps express the portion of the spiritual world that goes “beyond logic.”

Westfield resident Diane Fairfax helps
bring local theatre to the blind community.


