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NJ-Based Jobonanno Continue
Union County Concert Series

New Jersey Artist Takes
Art Beyond the Studio

SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) presents
the work of Braulio Batista, the latest
instructor in the Art Center’s Faculty
Exhibition series housed in the
Eisenberg Gallery. The exhibition will
run from now  through August 28.

Mr. Batista is a first-generation
American, born to Portuguese parents.
He was raised in Newark and received
his Master’s Degree in fine arts educa-
tion from Kean University. He is now
both an artist and an arts educator.

As an educator, Mr. Batista teaches
photography and experimental art at
Elizabeth High School. He is an in-
structor at VACNJ, teaching an Arts
Sampler for children ages 9-12, as well
as working as a summer camp instruc-
tor. Mr. Batista is also an instructor for
the center’s outreach program with the
Greater Newark Charter School.

As an artist, Mr. Batista takes a
romantic approach to art, stating:
“When the art work is complete, the
value of the individual’s work is de-
termined by the individual them-
selves, not the people around them. I
determine the value of my own work.”

Mr. Batista works mostly in mixed
media, making ample use of spray
paint, tar gel and collage. The works
reflect his own personal history, con-
taining images and words about him-
self and those close to him.

The VACNJ is celebrating its 75th
anniversary of “bringing art and
people together.” Since its founding
in 1933, it has evolved into a regional
art center with a recognized art school,
exhibition program and an extensive
community outreach program. For
more information, visit
artcenternj.org.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert
series continues on Wednesday, July
30, featuring the Jersey-based high-
energy rock and soul music of
Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders invites the public to attend
this free concert, which begins at 7:30
p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul
have been electrifying audiences in the
tri-state area for more than a dozen
years. Recently voted one of the top 10
bands in New Jersey, it has opened
concerts for James Brown, Eddie
Money, Mitch Ryder, Bad Company,
Marshall Tucker, Danny Federici,
Clarence Clemons, Gary U.S. Bonds
and many others – and the band has
been joined on stage numerous times
by the likes of Jon Bon Jovi and Bruce
Springsteen.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union County
Clerk’s Office, to answer questions and
offer information about interesting pro-
grams available to Union County resi-
dents.

Other free Wednesday night con-
certs in the Union County Summer Arts
Festival series include:

August 6 – British Invasion Tribute
performed by the Robert Murdock
Band. (Runnells Specialized Hospital
also will hold a benefit “Party in the
Park” – Purchase tickets for the Runnells
benefit in advance);

August 13 – The Nerds (Jersey Shore
party band), sponsored by the Union
County Democratic Committee;

August 20 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi (blues and
jazz);

August 27 – Verdict (reggae and soca),
sponsored by the Union County Edu-
cation Association.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at

the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que
will have a food concession, along with
an ice cream and snack vendor, which
will be available at approximately 6:30
p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be held
in the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 527-4900 or visit the
Union County Web  site, ucnj.org/parks/
summerarts.html.

PLAYING WITH THE EARTH…Trailside’s presentation of the Grand Falloons’
“Professor W’s Earth Science Circus – What a Gas!” involved audience interaction
as information on the earth’s environment was shared through songs, dance, magic
and poems. Assisting Professor Winklebottom (second from left) and Mr. Meatloaf
(second from right) are (left to right) Jordan Stapinski, Sabella Garcia, Gabriela
Esteves and Kyle Stapinski of Elizabeth. The program was made possible with
funding from “Clean Communities.”

EASE ON DOWN THE ROAD…Summer Stage Theater cast members of The
Wiz include, from left to right, Kevin Morris, Claire Dorwart, Connor Wynne,
Maggie Tanji and Brian Pollock.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOL MATES...A crowd emerges at Echo Lake Park to take in the sounds of De Sol. The
Union County Arts Festival continues this coming Wednesday with rock and soul music.

Irish Dancers Step into
National Competition
AREA — Dancers from the Shea-

Jennings School of Irish Dance in
Cranford participated in the North
American Championship of Irish Dance
the week of July 1 in Nashville, Tenn.

Dancers from all over the world,
including the United States, Canada,
England, Scotland and Australia, par-
ticipated in this prestigious competi-
tion. The competition was held at the
Gaylord Opryland Resort and Conven-
tion Center in Nashville. John Jennings,
a world champion Irish step dancer and
teacher at the school, was in Nashville
coaching and cheering on the Shea-
Jennings dancers.

Participants from the area include:
Ryan Ferrie of Berkeley Heights; Laura
Van Horn, Erin Hannen and Mary Ushay
of Cranford; Maura Moran of Garwood;
and Ryann Morrison of Scotch Plains.

The following dancers won medals
at the event: Shannon Ferrie of Berke-
ley Heights; Anna May Fitch, Julianna
Harkins, Katie Hannen and Noelle
Zielenbach of Cranford; Kathleen
O’Boyle of Roselle Park; and Caitlin
Worthey of Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Mike Peters, July 2008
PLAY BILL OF RIGHTS...Madison, set during the time of the Constitutional
Convention, runs at Kean University until August 3. Above are Jim Poulos as
James Madison and Melissa Miller as Dolley Payne.

Madison Delivers Quirky
Quips But Little Else

By MARISA STOTTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — As a comedic play about
young James Madison’s love life and
political troubles, Madison, which plays
through August 3 at Kean University’s
Zella Frye Theatre, does well when
employing amusing one-liners and the
tried-and-true tricks of romantic com-
edy.

However, in its attempts to also be a
compelling drama, it leaves something
to be desired. What it lacks in chemistry
and passion, it unfortunately cannot
make up for in oddball humor.

Madison is meant to be an intimate,
romantic comedy about the almost-
but-not-quite love between Dolley
Madison (née Payne) and her future
husband.

Set in the homey boarding residence
of the aptly named Mrs. House, Madi-
son evokes initial feelings of coziness
and intimacy but does not follow
through on its promises.

Instead, it offers an eccentric cast
of characters milling about in Phila-
delphia during the days of the Consti-
tutional Convention. Madison hits you
over the head with the symbolism of
brotherly love but fails to convince
that any kind of love truly exists in the
boarding house living room.

The first act opens with Mrs. House
(Lianne Kressin), undoubtedly the best-
acted and most entertaining character
in the play, giving advice to a boyish
and recently heart-broken “Jimmy”
Madison (Jim Poulos). The dichotomy
between her worldly wisdom and
Madison’s naïveté about romance is
endearing, but the charm does not last
very long.

When Madison gets nervous, he
has epileptic fits; they prove to be an
over-the-top distraction throughout
the play, and they give the title char-
acter a cartoonish element that makes
it almost impossible to pity his hope-
lessness with women – the corner-
stone of the play itself.

Mrs. House undeniably steals the
show throughout the whole perfor-
mance. She is the motherly type, with
a strict moral compass that is bal-
anced out by an addiction to gossip
and a tendency toward the frivolous.

She is a constant source of humor
with a modern twist; for example, dur-
ing a tirade against the immorality of
actresses, she tells Madison, “The new
Constitution must ban thespian mar-
riage.” The play seems to be centered
more on the antics of Mrs. House than
those of James Madison. Perhaps a
better title would have been Mrs. House.

The play’s stereotypical debauchee
comes in the form of Charles Pinckney
(Blake Kubena), the dashing delegate
from South Carolina whose charm is
impossible to resist. Pinckney’s South-
ern swagger is hilarious without being
overdone. In fact, you feel the urge to
root for him more than for the lovelorn
and pathetic Madison.

Pinckney is well complemented by
his second cousin, Millicent (Ashley
West), who embodies the Southern belle
archetype. Though she is portrayed as a
shallow airhead, she has some sub-
stance.

Her witty banter with her cousin is
a joy to watch, and their seemingly
incestuous relationship has more
chemistry than that of Dolley and
Madison.

Regrettably, chemistry is precisely
what the main characters of the play
lack. While Madison has an adolescent
charm to him, his love interest is com-
pletely flat.

Dolley (Melissa Miller) is introduced
as a young Quaker woman running
from an unsolicited marriage proposal.
She is practically an anachronism as
she asserts her independence and ar-
ticulates very feminist rhetoric for her
day.

While it is clear that she is an intellec-
tual, she is more like Jane Austen’s
Elizabeth Bennett, but entirely devoid
of passion. She serves no purpose in the
first act, often just standing in the back-
ground while the other characters en-
gage in animated conversation.

There is no hint of love between her
and Madison until the very end of the
play, when the two bond over – of all
things – his driest piece of writing.

Dolley and Madison hardly inter-
act before they are rushed into falling
in love. And when they finally con-
fess their feelings, their disagreement
over slavery tears them apart. The
topic is only broached at this mo-
ment, leaving the audience befuddled.

The rushed affection makes it un-
comfortable even to watch them kiss,
from the front row of the petite the-
atre.

The plot of Madison looks promis-
ing on paper and the production is
aesthetically pleasing, but the execu-
tion of the story is poor. The play is
salvaged by seasoned playwright
Guillermo Reyes’s witty dialogue and
the equally amusing Mrs. House and
Pinckney cousins.

However, the imbalance between
comedy and drama takes away from
the play’s potential to be both comi-
cal and compelling.

Westfield Summer Workshop
 Theater Performs The Wiz

WESTFIELD — Theatergoers can
join Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin
Man, the Lion and the Wiz himself as
they “Ease on Down the Road” in the
Westfield Summer Workshop Sum-
mer Stage Theater production of The
Wiz.

Performances of the funk rock ver-
sion of L. Frank Baum’s The Wonder-
ful Wizard of Oz, with book by Will-
iam Brown and music and lyrics by
Charlie Smalls, will take place on
Tuesday, July 29 and Wednesday, July
30, at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., at Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway
Avenue, in Westfield.

According to director Kenneth
Horn, this particular musical, a con-
temporary version of a familiar story,
was chosen as the initial presentation
of the Summer Stage Theater be-
cause it “was one of the earliest uses
of funk rock and R&B in a Broadway
score. The music was fresh, exciting
and quite different.”

He added that the play has “ an
incredibly fun score with lively dance
numbers and heartfelt ballads. It pro-
vides opportunities for all cast mem-
bers to shine and have their moment
in the spotlight.”

Cast members include Matthew
Binkowitz, Claire Dorwart, Melanie
Grycan, Kevin Morris, Brian Pollock,
Kristin Ragoza, Maggie Tanji,
Courtney Weiss, Mallory Weisse and
Connor Wynne of Westfield; Danielle
Karascony, Laura McGovern and
Rachel Schack of Scotch Plains; Jacob
Dambroski of Fanwood; Shannen
Jones of Garwood; Cory Laidlaw of
North Plainfield; Raquel Mendez of
Clark; Jenna Newman of Colonia;

and Emily Norwine of Cranford.
Mr. Horn has been involved in di-

recting at the school and community
level for over 25 years. He teaches
both voice and piano and is a member
of the Fine Arts staff at Edison Inter-
mediate School, where he co-directs
the Broadway Singers, acts as Musi-
cal Director for the Edison Spring
Musical and teaches an elective course
in creating opera.

Musical Director Karen Greenstein
is a vocal music instructor at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield. She
has directed more than 100 shows
and has performed in regional theater
and NYC showcases.

Irene Ulesky, a staff member of the
Westfield Summer Workshop for the
past 12 years, created the choreogra-
phy for The Wiz. Ms. Ulesky, a teacher
at The Yvette Dance Studio in
Cranford, had choreographed many
former Westfield Summer Workshop
productions, such as The Pirates of
Penzance, Thoroughly Modern Millie,
Seussical, Music Man, Guys and Dolls
and My Fair Lady.

According to Ms. Ulesky: “You
don’t have to be a dancer to ‘Ease on
Down the Road.’ All are welcome to
join the fun and frolic of The Wiz.”

Admission for The Wiz is $8 for
adults and $6 for senior citizens and
students. Tickets may be purchased at
the Westfield Summer Workshop of-
fice at Edison Intermediate School, at
the door or at the NJWA studios. Call
(908) 518-1551 for ticket informa-
tion.

For information on any program of
the NJWA, call (908) 789-9696 or
visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

Celebrating Freedom
In Italy’s Po Delta Region

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — While Americans
dined on July Fourth staples of hot
dogs and hamburgers, and potato chips
and cole slaw, and drank fresh, cold
beer or soda, my
Independence
Day was spent in
the delta of the
river Po, the long-
est river in Italy,
tasting local deli-
cacies such as
shellfish, grilled
eel and whole fish,
and sipping Vene-
tian water – spar-
kling wine.

The closest I
came to a tradi-
tional celebration of America’s free-
dom that night was through the music
of an Italian band, “Insirada,” playing
at a local restaurant. The five-piece
ensemble not only serenaded diners
with Italian songs, but also belted out
classics from Pink Floyd, The Beatles,
10,000 Maniacs, Stevie Ray Vaughan,

Ram Jam and The Allman Brothers,
among others.

During a break, I headed outside to
meet and talk to the band with another
journalist who speaks some Italian. I

asked the lead male singer, Bruno
Raffaelo Morbiolo, how the group
knows the blues, and after translation,
he replied, “The Mississippi Delta is
like the Po Delta.” He is inspired by
B.B. King and Muddy Waters, and
much like Waters, he works in a fac-
tory by day and performs at night.

I arrived in Venice two nights earlier
as part of an Italian tourism-funded
journalist trip where we stayed one
day and two nights in “the City of
Water” and traveled two hours south-
east to the Po Delta region, where we
stayed for two days and two nights.

Seeing the delta first-hand, the Po’s
main town appears impoverished, with
small homes whose paint is faded

from the sun. Looking at a map, the Po
Delta is like a handprint in the form of
the OK symbol depressed into the
river that formed inlets of water. Many
residents fish and cultivate the land for
farming of mainly rice, corn and melon
to make ends meet. Our tourist guide,
Floriano Cosmi, told us the region has
fought to preserve the Po Delta, now a
UNESCO World Heritage site, and is
working to make it an eco-tour high-
light for travelers.

In our two days at the Po, my col-
leagues and I hopped on a flat-bot-
tomed boat, which we did a lot of, to
tour the wetlands. Though the Po River
is interlaced with vast waterways, it is
drastically different from the canals of

LIKE A FISH OUT OF
WATER...Local delicacies replaced
hotdogs and cold beer on July 4.

TOUCH DOWN IN THE LAND OF THE [PO] DELTA BLUES...The closest
this Leader/ Times freelancer got to American culture on July 4 was the playing
of Italian band “Insirada,” who serenaded with songs from Stevie Ray Vaughan
and The Allman Brothers, among others.

Venice. It is much like the Jersey Shore
and Meadowlands, with alleys of reed-
covered marsh where seagulls, egrets
and herons migrate, and turtles and
crabs feed off the marsh. We slipped in
and out of the Sacca degli Scardovari,

a sea garden where
mussels, clams
and oysters live
some seven feet
below, and at
times, we had to
peel away the wil-
lowy reeds from
our faces.

Emerging from
the jungle-like
marshlands, a
wide expanse of
the Po River and,
in the distance, the

Adriatic Sea awaited in tranquility as
the sun streamed down on a humid
mid-90-degree day. The salt from the
water, Floriano said, is processed into
sea salt used on fish. I dipped my hand
over the side of the boat to give it a
taste, and it was a very light-tasting
salt. The Atlantic and the bays of the

Jersey shore are much more brackish,
and the heady scent of salt is softened
to a mere hint in the Po.

As we toured the waters, on the
perimeter squatted a line of fishing

shacks on one side, a grassy embank-
ment where an occasional bird stopped
for a rest on the other. In the valleys
are scattered sights of fisherman in
small fishing boats. Bass, catfish, floun-
der and sturgeon are among the variet-
ies caught in the river.

Along the upper banks of the la-
goons, a cyclist or walker may wander
past. In town, packs of cyclists pedal
on the flat roadways as pristine farm-
land and rows of poplar trees that reach
for the sky flash past on their sidelines.

On our last day in the delta, we were
led by our guide through the botanical
gardens where boardwalks meander
through pinewoods and over ponds,
then veer off to the lagoon and to the

tepid Adriatic Sea. Low-lying scrub
permeate the air with its scent of juni-
per and curry and gives way to an
untouched beach where a couple was
seen walking along the shoreline.

As we headed toward a gazebo ly-
ing over the lagoon to rest our legs and
to listen to our guide, I noticed an old
man dangling his feet over the edge,
enjoying a cool breeze in the shade
after a bike ride and staring quietly out
toward the horizon; this, I thought, is a
view worthy of an ending to an expe-
dition.

Look for Part II of my trip to Italy
in next week’s edition of the paper
where I unfold my first experience of
seeing Venice.

“As we headed toward a gazebo lying over the lagoon to rest our legs
and to listen to our guide, I noticed an old man dangling his feet over the
edge, enjoying a cool breeze in the shade after a bike ride and staring
quietly out toward the horizon; this, I thought, is a view worthy of an
ending to an expedition.”
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