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Bellisima Holds Off
Investors Savings

Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Kitchens & Baths

GUARNERI, DeFRANCESCO, WATT REAP 2 RBI EACH

Poplar Place Men Befuddle
Montrose Ave. Machine, 12-8

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (as of July 19):

TEAM W   L
Bare Necessities 18   1
Buffy’s Tavern 16   2
Awnings Galore 11   8
American Legion/LLG   7 13
D&K Associates   7 13
Iceman’s Karaoke   5 13

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W   L
SMC 17   3
Re/Max 10 10
KMD Tuning   9 11
Northwestern Mutual   8 12
Associated Auto Parts   5 15
The Office   4 16

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Creative Industries 10   2
Kilkenny House 10   2
Commerce Bank   8   5
Associated Auto Silver   2 10
LA Law   2 13

LA Law 15, Commerce 14
LA Law scored three in the bottom

of the seventh to upset Commerce.
Banker Oscar Harrison had two home
runs.
Bare Necessities 19, Iceman’s
Karaoke 7

Bare Necessities pounded 25 hits
led by Joe Massimino and Keith Gib-
bons with four hits each, and Angelo
Corbo, Frank Pepe and Larry Berra
with three hits.
Northwestern 14, Associates Auto 7

The Insurers banged out 28 hits. Ed
McColgan and Tom Romanowicz had
four hits each, Pete Osborn and Jim
Price followed with three. Anthony
Abbaleo had a multiple hit game,
including a triple.
KMD Tuning 16, Re/Max 3

KMD’s Paul Taeschler and Dan
Sulich tripled and had three hits each.
Kerry Gelb and Matt Costello also
added three hits each.
SMC 19, The Office 13

The ever-porous Office defense
tightened up and turned three double

plays. Mike DeChiaro (2 HRs, 4 RBI),
Charlie Wischusen (HR, 3 RBI), Den-
nis Kosowicz (4 hits), and Dave
Drechsel, Glen Zuhl, Chip Weiss and
Lou Koehler (3 hits each) led the
Office
Kilkenny 19, LA Law 8

Gary Wiese, Joe Tarulli and Tom
Wieczerak homered for Kilkenny
Commerce 16, Associated Silver 5

Bob Lorincz (3 hits, HR) and Pete
Osborn (3 hits, triple) led Commerce.
Felix Vales was the winning pitcher.
Bare Necessities 16, Buffy’s Tavern
8

Bare Necessities hammered 24 hits
led by Ed Belford (4 hits, HR), Keith
Gibbons (4 hits), Steve Ferro and
Tony Radice (3 hits each) and Joe
Massimino (2 hits, HR).
Awnings Galore 13, American Le-
gion/LLG 0

Awnings amassed 25 hits behind
three hits each from Bob Grausam,
Neil Grandstrand, Ray Meigs, Joe
Christie and Dave Waxtel. Pitcher
Tom Pasko limited the Legion to five
hits.
Associated Auto 6, The Office 4

Joe Sarica’s single drove in the
winning runs in the top of the ninth.
Keith McDede (4 hits) and Jack
Helfrich (3 RBI) led AAP. Chip Weiss
doubled and had two RBI for The
Office.
D&K 12, Iceman’s 11

Mark Brickman drove in the win-
ning run with a single up the middle
in the eighth.
SMC 18, KMD Tuning 7

SMC led 8-3 in the first and added
six in the second inning. KMD’s Paul
Taeschler homered and doubled,
and Billy Early had a big game at the
plate.
D&K 14, American Legion 12
Buffy’s Tavern 13, Awnings 5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Poplar Place, in the hunt to secure
the second seed in the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association playoffs,
defeated top-seeded and defending
champion Montrose Avenue, 12-8, at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July
17. The Watson “Glory Boys” had
claimed the third spot.

Prior to the game, Poplar team cap-
tain Tom Smith commented, “This is
what it’s all about. We have a great
bunch of guys; they played hard all
season long and we’ll do what we
have to here today. If we beat these
guys, we secure second place head-
ing to the playoffs.”

Poplar Place veteran Lance
Wildstein became “master of the
mound” as he limited Montrose to 11
singles, one triple and two walks.
Poplar Place totaled 17 hits and was
led by Grant Watt, who went 2-for-3
with two RBI. Leadoff hitter Johnny
Meskers had two doubles, two RBI
and a stolen base. Mike Kelly (RBI)
punched two singles and T.J. Smith
went 2-for-2 with a run scored. Bill
Guarneri tripled and scored two runs,
Kevin Newell doubled and scored a
run and Ed DeFrancisco singled and
scored twice. J.J. DeNoie laced a
triple with an RBI and Kevin Ryan
singled and scored a run. Wildstein
and Dave Merckel each had two hits.

Poplar turned two double plays
(DP). Third baseman Merckel initi-

ated a third-to-second DP in the sec-
ond inning and shortstop Ryan turned
a 6-3 DP in the third inning. Meskers,
T.J. Smith, Tom Smith and Newell
also added individual fetes of defen-
sive heroism.

“This was a big win for us. Our
guys played scrappy defense, we had
solid pitching and we capitalized on
opportunities,” said Tom Smith.

Chris Ferrera (2-for-4), Jim Swisher
(2-for-3) and Mike Swisher (2-for-3)
each scored a run for Montrose. Ken
Kup, Jordan Scher and Jack Sullivan
each had a hit and an RBI. Bob
Swisher and Nick Beyer each scored
a run. Gary Pancoast, in three at bats,
had two hits, including a triple, and
Bill Swisher contributed a hit.

Montrose’s first baseman Jordan
made several fine plays, Bill Swisher
at third and Ferrera at short each
made two sparkling plays and Beyer
in center made a super overhead snag.

Montrose scored two runs in the
top of the first inning when Ferrera
and Bill Swisher each rapped singles
followed by Kup and Beyer, who
each zoned RBI sac fly balls. Poplar
jolted Montrose with five runs on six
hits in the bottom of the inning.
DeFrancesco rapped an RBI single,
Guarneri smacked a two-run triple,
Newell drilled an RBI double and
Kelly poked an RBI single.

Montrose plated three runs in the
second. Pancoast and Jim Swisher
singled. Mike Swisher tapped an RBI

single, Bob Swisher lofted an RBI a
sac fly and Ferrera ripped an RBI
single. Merckel, at third, quelled the
surge with a slick DP. Poplar an-
swered abruptly with four runs in the
bottom of the second. Wildstein and
T.J. Smith cracked singles, while Watt
thumped an RBI single.

“Put a leash on it, fellows,” hollered
Wildstein.

Meskers responded with an RBI
double. Ryan poked an RBI single
and DeFrancesco sacrificed to center
lifting the score to 9-5. Montrose’s
Jordan added an RBI in the third and
Sullivan slapped an RBI single in the
fourth.

In the fourth, Wildstein, with
Guarneri’s shout of, “Look at that old
man run,” laced a double and pinch
runner DeNoia scored on Watt’s
single. Montrose scored a run in the
sixth when Pancoast tripled to right
and headed home on Jim Swisher’s
sac fly to center.

“You look like a linebacker going
into third,” teased Jordan.

Poplar closed the show in the sixth.
Kelley walked and scored on
DeNoia’s triple and T.J. Smith’s
slashed an RBI single.

“The difference between last year
and this year is that our younger guys
are making great plays, we’re getting
key hits and our pitching is solid. Its
as simple as that,” said Smith.
Montrose 231 101 0 8
Poplar Place 540 102 x 12

four hits and two RBI. Corey Berger
doubled, singled twice and scored
twice, while Steve Barba ripped three
singles, scored once and had an RBI.
Neil Kaufman had a pair of RBI
doubles and scored twice and Joe
DiFabio doubled, singled and scored
twice. Jon Crowley had an RBI single
and a pair of RBI sacrifice flies. Tim
Walsh (run scored) and Ron
Germinder (RBI) each had two singles
and Jon Lehberger had a single, an
RBI and a run scored.

Investor pitcher Germinder initi-
ated a second-to-first double play and
second baseman DiFabio turned a 6-
4-3 double play. Shortstop Lehberger
made a super over-the-head catch in
shallow left and centerfielder Dayton
made a multitude of great catches at
the fence.

“That’s my area,” commented Day-
ton.

Bellisima third baseman Fisher
made a diving one-handed stab and
second baseman Grinder made a gal-
lant leap to deflect a line drive single.

“If only I was a little bit taller.
That’s the story of my life,” com-
mented Grinder.

Intent on making it an interesting
game, Investors scored four runs on
six hits in the top of the first. Bellisima
answered with Dan Samila’s three-
run bomb over the centerfield fence.

“We got to give them a good match,”
whispered Investor Kaufman.

But Bellissima unloaded with seven
runs on nine hits in the second inning
to grab a 10-4 lead. Savarese had an
RBI single, Parkhill rapped a two-run
triple and Pete Samila followed with
an RBI triple. Parcell poked an RBI
single and Dan Samila pounded a
two-run homer.

“Let’s come back with a ven-
geance,” bellowed Barba.

Walsh and Barba singled and scored
on Dayton’s and Germinder’s RBI
singles in the third but Bellisima
matched the two runs in the bottom of
the inning on Pete Samila’s two-run
double.

After Berger led off the fourth in-
ning with his third straight hit, Barba
said, “He’s a good find for us. He
came from baseball. He’s patient
enough to let the ball turn over.”

DeFabio followed with a single,
Kaufman yanked an RBI double then
Crowley and Lehberger lofted their
RBI sac flies to make the score 12-9.
Brose added an RBI sac fly in the
Bellisima half of the inning. Crowley
added his second RBI sac fly in the
sixth and Bellisima’s Parcell punched
an RBI single in the bottom of the
sixth. Innings seven through nine were
very silent.
Investors 402 301 000 10
Bellisima 372 101 00x 14

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $569,500
Enjoy the convenience of one floor living in the beautifully maintained Expanded Ranch on
a quiet street in Westfield. Entrance foyer leads to a sunken living room, formal dining room,
eat in kitchen, three bedrooms and a full bath. The second level has a fourth bedroom and
powder room; plus an attic room for storage, or can be finished as a fifth bedroom or family
room. This second level has potential for a mother/daughter, master bedroom suite, or guest
quarters. A corner lot with garage and driveway plus a fully fenced in yard with in ground
pool and large shed. Just minutes to the Garden State Parkway. DIRECTIONS: Central
Avenue to Roger #221. MLS # 2504140

WESTFIELD VICTORIAN $1,125,000

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $399,900MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $774,000

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 5 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation. MLS # 2472150

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Spacious updated 4 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths Split Level home on a level lot. Enjoy your
professionally landscaped property from 2 decks or through the many large picture and bay windows.
Updated kitchen (2005), downdraft Jenn Air Range/Gas top and electric Convection Oven, Corian
Counters, Pella Windows, custom tile backsplash and cherry cabinets and door frames. Dining
Room features a large 14 pane Prairie Style Pella Window, crown molding and chair rail. Living
Room and Den both feature fireplaces and built-in bookcases. The Den is brightened by both a
skylight and a large Mullioned Picture Window. Located on a quiet dead end street. Moments
from the Watchung Reservation‘s Children‘s Park and Trailside Nature Center. DIRECTIONS:
Coles or Summit Lane to New Providence #420. MLS # 2518174

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will
host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine
to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master
suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body
sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to
luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all
be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

Very Charming Indian Village Home, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, partially finished basement,
new roof & bath(2008), hardwood floors under carpet in Living Room, Wood burning fireplace
and Central Air. Gorgeous fenced-in back yard. 1 car detached garage. DIRECTIONS: Raritan
to Lexington to Colin Kelly #1. MLS # 2549483

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $760,000
Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded lot in
Berwyck Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen,
beautiful living room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master
bedroom with cathedral ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool
tub. Finally, a full finished basement with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of
storage. MLS # 2534843

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GLIDING HOME WITH A RUN…Poplar Place pitcher Lance Wildstein awaits the throw at home while Montrose’s Jimmy
Swisher glides across the dish on an RBI single by Mike Swisher in the second inning.


