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With everything going up, shouldn’t your savings?  Our
new Prestige Savings account is one sure way to
guarantee your money grows. Just stop by any of our
4 community branches and get your savings heading
in the right direction.

Raise the rate of your savings
with our New Prestige Savings Account.

Since gas hit 4.00 we thought your
savings rate should too.

4.00%4.00% Prestige
Savings
Account

APY*

*4.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a promotional rate that will be guaranteed until 12/31/08.  Minimum opening deposit is $50,000.00.  Minimum daily balance of $50,000 is required to obtain promotional APY.  If
the balance falls below $50,000 the standard tiers and variable rates for this account will apply. As of 7/1/08 the APY for account balances of $0.01 - $999.99 is 0%, account balances of $1,000.00 - $9,999.99 is 1.00%,
account balances of $10,000 - $49,999.99 is 2.00%, and account balances of $50,000.00 or greater is 4.00%. Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice. Accounts with balances that fall below $100.00
will be subject to a $5.00 monthly service charge.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable rate account, interest compounded dailyand paid monthly.  Offer valid for new or existing personal or business customers.
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JON BRAMNICK
Has Represented Individuals

Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Freeholders Only Connected To One
Thing: The Taxpayers Wallets

Fanwood Joins Energy Star
‘Change a Light’ Program

Fanwood GOP to Hold
Picnic Saturday, July 26

Republicans to Host Annual
Family Mini-Golf Tourney

Elizabeth Board of Ed.
To Receive Training

Samuel Calls for End to Spreading
Of ‘Nonsense’ in Scotch Plains

In last week’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, there was an editorial that is remi-
niscent of the style of former Senator
Joseph McCarthy, who destroyed the lives
of many patriotic Americans in the 1950s.
The editorial, apparently referring to the
recent Democratic Primary elections,
asks:

“Where is the massive amount of money
coming from to finance these elections?
Is it from foreign sources or true Ameri-
cans with the interest of the nation at
heart?”

If the writer of the editorial did his or
her homework, he or she would have
known that 2 U.S.C. § 441e. of the Fed-
eral Statutes makes it a crime for a foreign
national to make a contribution or dona-
tion of money or other thing of value, or
to make an express or implied promise to
make a contribution or donation, in con-

nection with a federal, state or local elec-
tion.

If the money for the elections came
from foreign sources, someone commit-
ted a crime. If the editor has reason to
believe that such a crime was committed,
he or she should state the facts supporting
this. If there are no facts to support the
innuendo, it is just another election-time
smear this paper is participating in.

If the intent of the article was to suggest
that the persons who supported [Senators
Barack] Obama and [Hillary] Clinton were
not true Americans with the interest of the
nation at heart, that editor has no place in
a democratic society and certainly should
stop spreading such nonsense in Scotch
Plains.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains DEM Chairman

Letters to the Editor

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOR LOVE...This statue resides in Tamaques Park in Westfield upon its dedica-
tion last Thursday in memory of Megan Beck, a Westfield High School graduate
who passed away from cancer in January 2005.

ELIZABETH — The Elizabeth
Public School Board and Superinten-
dent Pablo Muñoz are among five
school board-superintendent teams
nationwide who have been chosen to
participate in a two-year national
training program. School board mem-
bers Raúl Burgos, Armando Da Silva,
Rafael Fajardo, Francisco González,
Jeremiah Grace, Tony Monteiro,
Marie Lynn Munn, Fernando Nazco
and Carlos Trujillo will participate.
Participation in the program is by
invitation only.

The program, called “Reform Gov-
ernance in Action,” trains reform-
minded school boards and superin-
tendents to become effective, high-
performing teams. Modeled after the
Harvard Kennedy School’s training
for new mayors and new members of
Congress, Reform Governance in
Action specifically trains school
board-superintendent teams to estab-

lish a wide range of efficient and
effective policies and processes that
will improve board operations,
strengthen management oversight and
directly improve learning opportuni-
ties for students.

The following school districts will
also participate: Antioch Unified
School District, Calif.; Houston In-
dependent School District; Memphis
City Schools; and the School District
of Philadelphia.

Over the course of the two-year
training, which includes four off-site
training institutes and 10 on-site con-
sulting visits, participants will dig
into the challenges facing urban gov-
ernance teams struggling to improve
student achievement, district opera-
tions and civic capacity.

Specifically, participants will ana-
lyze numerous case studies on efforts
to improve public education in cities,
including Oakland, Calif.; Buffalo;
Philadelphia; Jacksonville, Florida;
Gwinnett County, Georgia; Houston;
Miami; and Long Beach, Calif.

Participants will also learn from
other education experts nationwide
by debating reform approaches and
working through challenging sce-
narios.

The Broad Foundation covers 80
percent of the program costs, includ-
ing travel expenses for school district
leaders. The district covers the re-
maining 20 percent. For more infor-
mation, visit crss.org and
broadfoundation.org.

Garwood Publication
Reaches Milestone

GARWOOD — The July edition
of the TREE - Roaming Eye and Ear
has been released for complimentary
distribution to the public. This is the
fifth year of the publication – an an-
niversary edition.

The publication by editor Bruce
Paterson contains exclusively
Garwood information, commentary
and facts.

Copies of the publication are avail-
able at News Plus on Center Street
and the Laundromats on South and
North Avenues in Garwood.

Downloadable editions are availble
at The Westfield Leader website –
goleader.com/features.

FANWOOD — Fanwood recently
announced its membership in Energy
Star’s “Change a Light, Change the
World” Campaign, through the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion.

The program is a national initiative
that encourages members to pledge
to replace one standard bulb or fix-
ture at home with a bulb that has
earned the government’s Energy Star
label, in order to fight against global
climate change.

Gary Szelc, chair of the Fanwood
Environmental Commission, said the
organization has set a target goal of
200 pledges for 2008. This goal could
save 56,400 kWh (kilowatt-hour) and
prevent 81,800 pounds of greenhouse
gas emissions.

“Like an increasing number of or-
ganizations, we want to do our part to
reduce our country’s greenhouse gas
emissions and play a role in fighting

climate change,” Mr. Szelc said. “We
are proud to spread the word about
the difference individuals in our
community can make by acting to-
gether to take energy-saving steps
at home.”

According to the Energy Star cam-
paign, if every American home re-
placed one light with one of their
bulbs, every year the country could
save enough energy to light more
than three million homes, save more
than $600 million in energy costs and
prevent greenhouse gases equivalent
to the emissions of more than 800,000
cars.

COUNTY — The Republican
Committee of Union County will be
holding its annual Family Miniature
Golf Tournament on Sunday, August
3 from 5 to 8 p.m. Hosting the event
are State Sen. Tom Kean Jr. and As-
semblymen Eric Munoz and Jon
Bramnick who represent the 21st
Legislative District. A large portion
of the district is located in Union
County. Taking place at Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark, the tourna-
ment will benefit the Union County
Republican candidates for Freeholder.

The cost of $50 per person, $20 for
children under 12 and $125 per fam-
ily includes golf, beverages, a tradi-
tional family barbeque and prizes.

The Hyatt Hills Golf Complex is
located at 1300 Raritan Road, Clark.
Play will commence at 5 p.m. For
reservations and additional informa-
tion, contact the UC Republican Com-
mittee at (908) 789-0200. “Event and
Hole” sponsorships are available and
include a free family admission. In-
terested sponsors can contact Chris-
tine Nugent at (908) 654-0389.

FANWOOD — Senator Leonard
Lance, Republican Congressional
Candidate for the 7th Congressional
District, indicated that he will attend
the Annual Fanwood Republican Pic-
nic on Saturday, July 26,  to be held at
Dave Trumpp’s residence at 10
Oakwood Court, from 2 to 6 p.m.

There will be food, beverages and
the opportunity to meet Senator Lance,

who believes his opponent, a Fanwood
resident, has never done much for
Fanwood, Union County and the State
of New Jersey, when elected to those
offices serving the residents of those
communities except follow the liberal
Democratic party line and vote for
more tax increases.

In case of rain, the picnic will be
held the following Saturday, August 2.

In the U.S., paper is one of the leading
sources of greenhouse gas emissions from
manufacturing. Recycled paper products
generally take far less energy to manufac-
ture, so they’re a very good alternative to
products made from virgin wood pulp.
The greenest way to go is to reduce the
amount of paper waste in your home or
workplace.

The message above comes directly
from the Union County website, specifi-
cally the web pages that talk about the
county’s “Go Green Initiative.”

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada’s
(up for re-election this year) along with
Vice Chairman Alexander Mirabella’s
photos are featured in a glossy, color
mailer, which landed in county residents’
homes this week. The mailer urges county
residents to “Be part of the Solution…be
part of Union County’s Go Green Initia-
tive.”

Now, the initiative itself is certainly
commendable, but was it really neces-
sary to spend money on a countywide
mailer? One has to wonder if the county
used recycled paper, as it doesn’t men-

tion this anywhere on the piece, which
would have been a nice touch. The county
recommends that we reduce the amount
of paper waste in our homes or work-
places. So isn’t it a bit hypocritical that
it produced a four-page mailer when a
simple postcard would have done the
trick and communicated the message
just as effectively.

But wait: after they listed the recycling
hotline (908) 654-9889, or the web pages
at ucnj.org or some actual helpful infor-
mation, there wouldn’t have been any
room left on a postcard for their pictures
or all of the freeholders names with the
reminder no less than three times that
“We’re Connected to You.”

The mailer was an absolute waste of
time and waste of taxpayer monies to
prepare and mail, but does serve to re-
mind the taxpayers that they should not be
fooled and that the Union County Free-
holders are really only connected to one
thing and that is the taxpayers wallets.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Fanwood Resident
Promoted at Rutgers
FANWOOD — Marianne Gaunt, a

resident of Fanwood, was recently
promoted to Vice President for Infor-
mation Services and University Li-
brarian for Rutgers University.

Ms. Gaunt has been the university’s
librarian since 1997 and led Rutgers
in the transition into the digital age by
providing numerous online services
and by making the libraries into in-
formation technology leaders.

In addition, Ms. Gaunt serves as
president of the Association of Re-
search Libraries, is on the board of
the regional library network,
PALINET, and is founding chair of
the statewide academic library con-
sortium as well as the Virtual Aca-
demic Library Environment. Ms.
Gaunt previously served as the presi-
dent of the board of trustees of the
Pennsylvania Academic Library Con-
sortium, Inc. and was a board mem-
ber of the Center for Research Librar-
ies.

Reading Is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Michael Hsing for Congress
Reports on Fundraising

BRIDGEWATER — The Michael
Hsing for Congress campaign office
announced fundraising results, as re-
ported to the Federal Election Com-
mission (FEC) on June 30. Since the
announcement of Councilman
Hsing’s candidacy for U.S. Congress
earlier this year, his campaign has
raised $113,781.

He has $91,637 cash reserve on
hand. Per FEC latest public data (June
30) for the N.J. 7th Congressional
District, Mr. Hsing said his cash re-
serve is ranked in second place, be-
hind that of Assemblywoman Linda

Stender (D). Mr. Hsing said the Re-
publican candidate, State Senator
Leonard Lance is in third place with
$80,792 cash on hand, but he has
incurred $190,166 in debt – hence, he
is about $200,000 behind Mr. Hsing.

“This is a major achievement for an
independent candidate like myself and
clearly separates me from other inde-
pendent candidates,” he said. “But,
this is just the beginning of our
fundraising effort and we are going to
carry this momentum into future
months to further broaden our base
and continue our lead.”


