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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Courtesy of NASA
EARTH-RISE DECEMBER 24, 1968...Astronaut William Anders: “We are now
approaching lunar sunrise, and for all the people back on Earth, the crew of
Apollo 8 has a message that we would like to send to you. ‘In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw
the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.’”Adding
to the quotes were Astronauts Jim Lovell and Frank Borman. As the world
celebrates the first man on the moon this week, few remember that the Apollo 8
astronauts were first to leave Earth’s gravity.

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

The Department of Labor last week
released figures showing that in the month
of June, inflation increased at almost twice
the rate it did in May. The Consumer
Price index – which measures prices of
various household products – rose 1.1
percent last month, the largest monthly
gain since September 2005 [New York
Times, 7/16/2008].

The Consumer Price Index is watched as
a measurement of inflation, and in the last
12 months the index has risen 5 percent – the
biggest yearly increase since 1991. The AP
reports that two-thirds of the previous
month’s surge is blamed on high-energy
prices, which increased 6.6 percent.

Our economy is on the brink of a reces-
sion, and yesterday [last week] we learned
the rate of inflation doubled from May to
June.

Economy Is on the
Brink of a Recession

Candidate for Congress in NJ 7th District

As the cost of everything from gas to
food to healthcare continues to rise, New
Jersey families are struggling to make
ends meet. Our housing market is in
shambles and millions of Americans are
in danger of losing their homes. Too
many parents are forced to choose be-
tween taking their child to the doctor
[and] filling up a tank of gas.

As the economy moves toward a reces-
sion, President George W. Bush “reaf-
firmed his opposition” to a timetable of a
withdrawal from Iraq. The war is costing
the country $12 billion a month.

I call upon my opponent, former Re-
publican Leader Leonard Lance, to join
me in opposing President Bush’s policy
on Iraq and to support a timetable for
withdrawal so we may bring our troops
home safely and soon.

SP Resident Saddened by
Handling of Injured Deer

Goldberg Touts Success of Inaugural
Block Party at Village Green in SP

Master Gardeners
Thank Supporters

The Master Gardeners of Union County
would like to thank the local community
for its support during our Spring Garden
Fair and Plant Sale this past May. This is
our only major fundraiser of the year, and
the funds we raise enable us to offer
Horticulture programs to nursing homes,
schools, and other community organiza-
tions; to grow fresh vegetables in our
“Sharing Garden” for distribution to shel-
ters, community food banks and soup
kitchens; to provide speakers on garden-
ing topics; and to grant annual awards to
Union County Vocational Technical
School horticulture students and for 4-H
gardening activities with children.

We would also like to thank the follow-
ing individuals and nurseries for their
support of our fair: Amberg Perennial
Farm and Garden Center; Bartell Farm
and Garden Supply; Dreyer Farms;
Miele’s Greenhouses; Williams Nursery;
the Union County Freeholders; and the
Department of Union County Parks and
Community Renewal.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
Cooperative Extension in its mission to
deliver horticulture programs and infor-
mation to the general public.

Anyone with an interest in gardening
and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Master Gardener. No previ-
ous education or training in horticulture is
required. A new Master Gardener class is
starting this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Lynne
Orlofsky at (908) 654-9854 for an appli-
cation, or mastergardeners-uc.org.

Joanne Krueger
Master Gardener

Chair, Spring Garden Fair

I am writing this letter with such dis-
gust and sadness upon my experience on
Friday, July 18, at approximately 7 a.m.
in Cramer Manor Park in Scotch Plains. I
am so much an animal lover, and  to see
this was upsetting.

A deer had broken both legs and town-
ship police showed up to take care of it
(being told that if I did not want to be
there, I could just leave). I was so very
upset to see this and after telling people of
my upsetting day, some sympathized and
others told me that’s what needs to be
done. Whatever! So I tried to get past it
over the weekend until today [Sunday].

As I took my early a.m. walk as I
always do, having to go pass the same
place again, it was already hard. To my
disgust, I could not believe the deer was
still there with white lime thrown over it.
I am trying to be gentle in my letter, not to
upset people or younger children who
may come upon this and read this. I was
appalled — still there out in the open
approximately six feet from the walking
path where people play basketball, ten-
nis, soccer and just use the park everyday
as we are suppose to. I had to get myself

together to turn around and come back,
(Not sure if I will ever be able to walk by
there again). It’s a very public place  where
we are suppose to take our children, play
sports relax and enjoy – not experience
such an upsetting site.

I immediately called the Scotch Plains
Police Department and was told the com-
pany they use has not been able to come
out yet. This is three days later. This
makes me sick. Who is responsible?

For any of you who do not feel strongly
about this, well skip to the next more
important letter on Westfield parking, or
any others that seem to be in every other
week, because I do feel strongly about
this. Yes, I know I may not be an expert on
the procedure of how this is supposed to
be handled, but...it doesn’t take one to
know that this is wrong. It is a public place
where we all go.

Please think about this because only
attention to these matters can help create
change so you or your child will not have
to experience this. Very saddened.

Millie Wagner
Scotch Plains

Last Thursday, the Scotch Plains Cul-
tural Arts Committee sponsored its inau-
gural block party at the Allan Augustine
Village Green in downtown Scotch Plains.

It was a great event attended by 400 to
500 people of all ages. The weather coop-
erated for the most part as we managed to
avoid any serious rainfall. I want to take
this opportunity to thank the people who
made this event possible.

Thanks to Ray Poerio and the entire
recreation department staff for making
the event possible. Particular thanks go to
Steve Dahl, who coordinated the entire
event.

Thanks to summer camp counselors
Alana Batts, Matt Goor, Nikol Presley,
and Kaitlyn Soriano for their tireless work
at the always-busy face-painting table.
Thanks also to the police department and
the department of public works for mak-
ing the block party successful.

A very special thank you goes to Tom
Britt and his staff at the Tavern at the
Stage House. They did a tremendous job
of preparing and serving the burgers and
hot dogs and making sure that everything
ran smoothly.

I hope that closing Front Street did not
have a negative impact on business for the
Stage House that evening. Thanks to
John’s Meat Market for providing the

food at no cost.
The event could not have happened

without the efforts of my fellow Cultural
Arts Committee members. Council Liai-
son Nancy Malool, along with Ellen Baon,
Mary DePaola, Jackie Giardiello, Pat
Kane, Liz Mangan and Lillian Wiener
joined me in having the vision to create a
new event in town.

Their work made it possible for the
event to come off as well as could have
been imagined. They all worked hard the
night of the event to assure its success.

We expect to continue the event next
summer and if anyone has any sugges-
tions on how the block party may be even
better, please contact any of the commit-
tee members or the recreation depart-
ment.

Please join us for the remainder of our
summer program. We have concerts
Thursday evenings beginning with a
children’s show at 7 p.m., followed by the
main performer at 8 p.m..

The series runs each Thursday through
August 21, with the exception of August
7. That Tuesday, August 5, is National
Night Out, and we will have our concert
in conjunction with the police depart-
ment.

Steve Goldberg,
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Com.

Donaldson Comments,
WF Farmer’s Market
Not by our own choice, but as a result

of a decision by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC), the
Donaldson Farms Family will no longer
be able to participate in the Westfield
Farmer’s Market.

We thank you for your years of support
and patronage, and we value the friend-
ships we have made along the way. As
you know, we have and will continue to
maintain the highest standards in grow-
ing, preparing and displaying our pro-
duce. Please accept our open invitation to
visit us at our retail locations in
Hackettstown.

For those of you wishing to voice your
disappointment, we can only suggest you
contact the WACC (908) 233-3021 or,
for the real story you may call the farm
(908) 852-9129. In response to all of your
phone calls, letters and email messages,
we miss you too.

Gary Donaldson and Family
Donaldson Farms, Hackettstown

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atrabilious – A hypochondriac
2. Supawn – Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Scorse – To trade or barter
4. Vrille – In aviation, a spinning nose

dive

SCRAY
1. Toss; hurl
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. To crumble; scatter
4. The sea swallow

WACHNA
1. The little Alaskan cod
2. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic

having few teeth
3. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-

son
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PSELLISM
1. Any speech defect, as stammering
2. Responding slowly to an external

stimulus
3. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
4. A hissing or whistling sound

JAVEL
1. A sword swallower
2. A vagabond or lowly person
3. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
4. Idle babble or chat

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

This Week, 39 Years Ago,
‘The Eagle Has Landed’

This week, 39 years ago, the entire world was
watching TV with wonderment as the first men
landed on the moon. It was the biggest televised
event ever, connecting all of
mankind on July 20, of 1969.
“Houston, Tranquility Base here.
The Eagle has landed!” A few
hours later, as he stepped from
the ladder of the lunar landing
module to the surface of the
moon, Neil Armstrong, the first
man on the moon, said, “That’s
one small step for man – one
giant leap for mankind.” Buzz
Aldrin was right behind him.
Michael Collins circled over-
head in the Command Module.

The world glowed with self-
esteem. Those who witnessed
that momentous occassion re-
member exactly where they were
at that moment. The astronauts
left a plaque, which is still there
on the moon today. It reads:
“Here Men From Planet Earth First Set Foot Upon
the Moon. July 1969 A.D. We Came In Peace For All
Mankind.”

The moment was a marvel, filled with such prom-
ise for the future. People then grew up as the U.S. and
the USSR (United Soviet Socialist Republic, for
those who don’t know this today) continued to
compete in the “Space Race.” Brave and daring men
from both sides of the iron curtain risked everything
and challenged the unknown – what heart, skill and
bravado! – Yesteryear’s “right stuff.”

It strikes me that most people alive today have no
idea what I’m talking about – they weren’t even born
then. They’ve never experienced a man landing on
the moon. The last time it occurred was with Apollo
17 on December 11, 1972 - Eugene Cernan and
Harrison Schmidt. Ronald Evans was there, too, but
circling the moon as pilot of the Command Module.
I wonder who actually was the last man to leave the
moon, Cernan or Schmidt?

About Apollo 8, Paul Babik made this comment in
a letter to the editor in 2002. “May I point out,
however, that the first men to leave Earth’s gravity
were aboard Apollo 8 during 1968 at Christmas
time. Those men included Jim Lovell, who went on
to command Apollo 13, and Frank Borman. Their
picture of ‘Earth-Rise,’ which should have had much
more of an influence on mankind than it has had, is
a classic 20th century image, and their reading from
Genesis on Christmas Eve as they orbited the Moon
is still chilling to those of us who remember it.”
William Anders also made the trip.

Launched on December 21, 1968, Apollo 8 took

three days to travel to the Moon. The cew orbited 10
times, taking 20 hours. Their Christmas Eve televi-
sion broadcast, in which they read the first 10 verses

from the Book of Genesis, was
the most watched TV program
ever back then. Apollo 8 paved
the way for Apollo 11 to fulfill
President John F. Kennedy’s goal
of landing a man on the Moon
before the end of the decade.

The Apollo Manned Moon
missions were not without heart-
ache and angst. At the start with
Apollo 1 in January 1967, Gus
Grissom, Edward White and
Roger Chaffee lost their lives
during preflight tests on the
launch pad when fire burst out in
their pure oxygen-filled mod-
ule. There was grieving. Then,
extensive investigation and over-
haul was done. No one gave up.
Manned flights resumed with
Apollo 7 in October 1968.

Apollo 13 was filled with drama, as the entire
world observed with dread for days as the astronauts
almost became lost in space. With a crippled craft, no
power, little oxygen and computers lost, the astro-
nauts used a slide rule to navigate home from the
heavens. They also improvised with what is now
known as “duct tape” to make a canister to remove
CO

2
 from their cabin to prevent suffocation. Most

people today don’t know what a slide rule is either –
stop by and I’ll show you one.

Apollo 14’s trip to the moon turned out to be a little
more light-hearted; Alan Shepard took out a six-iron
and hit a few golf balls “miles and miles and miles.”

It troubles me today. I’m curious… could we still
land a man on the moon? Yes, but only if we return
to the spirit of yesteryear – with the “right stuff.”

NASA has decided to go back to the moon starting
in about 2018 and perhaps establish a permanent
base. We hope the people back them with an “Ameri-
can Spirit” that seems lost today.

The Empire State Building was built in one year in
1933. This would be an unheard-of feat today; the
permit to build could not even be obtained in that
time. Case in point also – when will the World Trade
Center rebuild actually be done? It’s been how many
years now?

On energy, our leaders today say that new oil wells
would not help because it would take at least seven
years to build. So they do nothing. They are para-
lyzed with thoughts of windmills and “greenhouse
gases.” President Kennedy would be appalled by
such an attitude, and Earthlings would still think the
Moon is made of green cheese.

Buzz Aldrin

Resident Resents Having to Fight in
Court an Illegal Parking Ticket

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
copied to this newspaper.

*****
This afternoon, I parked in Lot 4 to

drop off a prescription at Baron’s. My
parking stub indicated that I put in $.25 at
4:22 and was paid up until 4:52. When I
returned to my car a few minutes later, I
was surprised to see a ticket on the wind-
shield. The time stated on the ticket is
4:26, four minutes after I had put my
money in the pay station.

I did not try to get away with a quick
errand. I was not breaking the law. I put
my quarter in the machine! A system that
cannot tell that a car has legally parked in
a space is ridiculous!

I resent having to take time to go to
municipal court to fight a ticket I should
not have received in the first place.

This overzealous parking enforcement
does not help Downtown Westfield’s
image or, more importantly, its local
merchants, whom we have loyally sup-

ported for 25 years.
Does the town really want me to avoid

Baron’s and shop instead at a CVS or a
Drug Fair that has its own parking lot?
Should I instead shop in Millburn, where
the parking meters are 10 cents for three
hours, or Summit, where there are several
free municipal lots?

Russell Steenberg
Westfield

Coverage of Museum
Essential to Success

The Miller-Cory House Museum Vol-
unteers would like to thank you (The
Westfield Leader) for your publication’s
excellent coverage of our museum over
the course of our season (September 2007
through June 2008). The museum is dedi-
cated to sharing early American history
through recreating various aspects of fam-
ily life on a colonial-era farm. Your con-
tinued support has been essential to the
success of our programs.

We very much appreciate your help in
reaching the community and keeping our
local history alive.

Melinda Mucha
Services Coordinator

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.


