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Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘till 9 • Sunday 1-5

A few days that will
change your nights forever.

45-68%SAVINGS
on select Shifman Mattresses and Box Springs. 

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

C R Y S T A L
T W I N S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
F U L L S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
QUEEN SIZE

$309
Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

B A N C R O F T
T W I N S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
KING SIZE

$249
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y

B A N C R O F T
F U L L S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
QUEEN SIZE
$249

Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y
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p i e c e
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C R Y S T A L
KING SIZE

$309
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y
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PLUSH COMFORT
PREMIUM TUFTED

SUGG. SALE
TWIN set 2540 $1399
FULL set 3080 $1699
QUEEN set 3390 $1899
KING set 4850 $2699

ROYAL COMFORT
PILLOW TOP

SUGG. SALE - REBATE

TWIN set 3100 $1849
FULL set 3720 $2199
QUEEN set 4410 $2599 $2499
KING set 5890 $3499 $3399

DIAMOND
PILLOW TOP

SUGG. SALE
TWIN set 2050 $1139
FULL set 2500 $1399
QUEEN set 2780 $1549
KING set 3950 $2199

JADE

SUGG. SALE
TWIN ea. pc. 550 $299
FULL ea. pc. 700 $389
QUEEN set 1620 $899 
KING set 2420 $1349 

S A P P H I R E

SUGG. SALE
TWIN ea. pc. 750 $409
FULL ea. pc. 890 $499
QUEEN set 2020 $1099
KING set 2990 $1649

SAVE 35-50%
on the full line of Shifman Bedding and Beat the August 1st Price Increase

Valley Furniture Shop Giveaway!
Free Mattress Cover with New Premium Sets &

$100 Instant Rebate on Masters Collection King & Queen Sets

GOP Committee Holds
Press Conf. in Trenton

By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – State Assembly Re-
publican Policy Committee Chair-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
last week announced the committee’s
first area of study involving New Jer-
sey environment and energy.

Committee members include: As-
semblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk
(LD-39, Hillsdale), Assemblywoman
Dawn Marie Addiego (LD-8,
Marlton), Assemblyman David Rible
(LD-11, Wall), Assemblyman Scott
Rumana (LD-40, Wayne) and As-
semblywoman Denise Coyle (LD-
16, Somerville), who was appointed
by Assemblyman Bramnick to lead
the study.

“From day one, I said this policy
committee would be progressive and
aggressive,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We
are not going to spend time criticiz-
ing; we are going to spend time creat-
ing a plan that makes sense,” a plan
the Assemblyman is calling a “com-
mon sense plan.”

Ms. Coyle, who spearheaded
Somerset’s smart growth plan, said
the “green initiative” is the next step
from smart growth.

“We’ve been living in an economy
where alternative sources of energy
such as wind and solar, which were
once too costly, now make sense,”
Ms. Coyle said. “The new age of
technology is here and it will be envi-
ronmentally and economically
friendly.”

Assemblywoman Vandervalk said
New Jersey must advance ways to
save energy in homes and businesses.

According to committee members,
there are small steps individuals can
take to run a more cost efficient and
environmentally friendly household.

By purchasing products which con-

tain Energy Star labels, checking
homes weatherization, switching to
long-lasting light bulbs, unplugging
direct currents and turning off com-
puters when not in use are all ways to
save on energy bills and help the
environment.

Individuals can also save on con-
tinuously increasing fuel prices by
driving more conservatively. Driving
55 miles per hour instead of 65 miles
per hour can save up to 12 percent on
fuel and not using air-conditioning
will increase fuel use up to 21 per-
cent.

Mr. Rible said “the state should be
assisting” by “cutting back on its auto
fleet,” which has 15,000 vehicles on
the road, and by “looking into hy-
brid” vehicles.

“We need to create a true and reli-
able form of mass transportation to
save to gas, time and labor,” Mr. Rible
added.

With regards to the new afford-
able housing regulations passed last
month, Mr. Rumana said environ-
mental efforts would be impacted
by the amount of housing to be
constructed, especially if the hous-
ing initiatives “go forward un-
checked.”

Mr. Rible added that the new af-
fordable housing obligations are an-
other reason the state should be look-
ing at mass transportation. “We [the
state] are going to put people in com-
munities through affordable housing,
but how are we going to transport
them?”

Ms. Colye concluded the press con-
ference by stating, “There is tremen-
dous opportunity which lies before
us. Huge forces are merging together
which will give us the opportunity to
do amazing things to impacts the resi-
dents of New Jersey.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

SPBPA Creates Outreach
Program for Charities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) has announced the
creation of its Community Outreach
Program that will help facilitate com-
munication between the business
community, charitable organizations,
and the local residents.

The SPBPA is integrating this new
program into its Farmers’ Market-
place, a seasonal event operating each
Saturday through November 1 at the
municipal parking lot on Park Av-
enue, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“In our continued effort to reach
out and contribute to the community,
we are pleased to invite local non-
profit organizations to participate at
our Marketplace,” said Dr. Frank
DiLollo, President of the SPBPA.
“There are many interesting and im-
portant organizations in our area who
will benefit from this additional com-
munity exposure.”

The new effort will feature one
non-profit organization each week at
the Marketplace. Participating orga-
nizations will be allowed to set up an
informational tent and table from
which to promote their services and
upcoming fundraising events, though
no actual fundraising is permitted on
site. Dates are available through the

SPBPA Board of Directors on a first-
come, first-served basis. Service or-
ganizations must be non-sectarian and
non-political in nature.

“It made sense for us (the SPBPA)
to offer non-profit organizations this
unique venue – to help reinforce their
message, and inform the public of
their needed services,” remarked Jeff
Stein, local marketing strategist, and
Farmers’ Marketplace manager. “Our
Farmers’ Marketplace is part of the
community, and these organizations
play an important role here.”

The Farmers Marketplace is in its
16th season, and features an array of
fresh produce grown locally on New
Jersey farms. Some produce includes
organic fresh roasted coffee beans,
baked goods, handmade granola,
nutty confections, jams, and gour-
met-style products. Gardening en-
thusiasts will also find selections of
herbs and flowers for planting, in
addition to ready-made bouquets.

Non-profit organizations inter-
ested in participating in their Com-
munity Outreach Program should call
SPBPA Board Member Jean Ann
Honig of SeaBound Cruises, Inc. at
(908) 756-1354 For more informa-
tion on the SPBPA,   log on to
visitscotchplains.com.

Feds Launch Investigation Into
Carla Katz Running of CWA
The United States Attorney’s of-

fice for New Jersey has launched an
investigation into Carla Katz, who
was voted out as head of New Jersey
Communications Workers of
America (CWA), the Star Ledger has
reported.

 Local 1034 is the largest state
workers’ union in New Jersey. The
subpoenas were served on CWA’s
national headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C.
Davy Puts Money Back In School

Tax After Voters Reject Plan
New Jersey Commissioner of the

Department of Education, Lucille
Davy, has turned down an action by
the Downe Township Committee to
cut $644,000 from the local school
tax levy following its defeat in April
by voters, the Star Ledger has re-
ported.

The committee’s cut left $627,185
to be collected in local school taxes.
Ms. Davy set the amount to be raised
at $1,240,551, an amount just $30,000
below what the local board had put
before voters.

The school budget came before the
committee after voters defeated the
spending plan. The matter went to
Ms. Davy when the board and com-
mittee failed to reach an agreement
on budget cuts.

Lautenberg Campaign Cancels
Order for Springsteen Tickets
The Frank Lautenberg for Senate

campaign has cancelled an order for
40 tickets to Sunday’s Bruce

Springsteen concert at Giants Sta-
dium. The tickets were to be been
given to those donors giving $1,500
or more to the campaign, the Star
Ledger has reported. The tickets were
canceled after coming under review
by the New Jersey Sports and Expo-
sition Authority and also criticism by
Republicans.

“His fat-cat contributors will have
to be Dancing In the Dark with Sad
Eyes as they recall the Glory Days of
free tickets and backroom deals,”
GOP Senate candidate Richard
Zimmer said. “As for me ... No Sur-
render.”
Half of Corzine’s Donors Come

From Florida and New York
The Record has reported that Gov-

ernor Jon Corzine has raised
$137,050 since April for his re-elec-
tion bid next year. Most of that money
is from out-of-state donors.

The paper said only $9,000 of his
campaign crash came from New Jer-
sey residents with half of Mr.
Corzine’s donors from Florida and
New York. Mr. Corzine has said he
expects to seek a second term as
governor.

 No Republicans have officially
announced their candidacies as of
yet although the names of United
States Attorney Chris Christie and
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
currently the executive director for
the New Jersey chapter of Americans
for Prosperity, have been mentioned.

 Mr. Christie has said he cannot
discuss politics as long as he is serv-
ing as U.S. Attorney.

RVSA Faces Right-of-Way
Issue; Expansion Almost Done

 By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — It was revealed at
last Thursday’s Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) meeting that
some of the authority’s easements
might have been improperly recorded
or filed. Also, the two delay-riddled
projects slowing the expansion of the
sewerage processing facility are now
nearing completion.

A Clark resident had requested
permission to build a garage near or
over the authority’s 60-inch trunk
sewer line. This revealed that the au-
thority had neither a right-of-way,
nor an easement, listed on that prop-
erty. Efforts to locate the cause of the
missing easement have proven fruit-
less, as 80 years have passed since the
installation of the line, officials said.
It was expected that the authority
would be able to negotiate a mutually
agreeable settlement. This is the sec-
ond encroachment problem faced by
the authority in about a year, the other
being the Garwood Department of
Public Works’ garage, which has al-
ready been erected. An agreement is
currently awaiting approval by the
municipality.

Manny Parada of CCMS, the con-
struction management company, said
the sludge dryer project is 98 percent
complete, and testing has begun. He
went on to say that a 48-hour test had
been successfully completed, process-
ing 24.8 tons and uncovering some
minor issues that had been addressed.
A 10-day test was to begin this week,
and if successfully completed, that
portion of the project will be finished.
The related rotary drum thickener
was also described as “nearing
completion.”

Mr. Parada also said that the cogen-
eration facility is 93.85 percent com-
plete. He described an additional de-
lay caused by a requirement to retest
a switchgear. Because of the installa-
tion of temporary backup power dur-
ing the delay, this testing could not be
performed without special permis-
sion from the state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). To
reduce the likelihood of a power fail-
ure during the required shutdown of
the backup system, the test will be
performed during an overnight pe-
riod in mid-August.

 Once this is completed, a four-
week test  period will begin. The

Board of Public Utilities (BPU) has
also granted permission to the au-
thority to operate all the cogeneration
engines on a blend of digester and
natural gas.

The ultraviolet disinfection system,
which will sanitize the wastewater, is
scheduled for testing during the week
of August 11. Michael Brinker, the
authority’s executive director, said
after the meeting that the authority is
examining the possibility of selling
the water for industrial applications
such as cooling.

Mr. Parada’s report also found that
the fire protection system for the
headworks has been approved and
work is beginning on its installation.
He also stated that the scum concen-
trator needs testing and that site work,
such as paving and installing lights, is
now occurring.

It was also revealed that federal
grant money that the authority had
applied for was no longer available.
As a result, the authority determined
to end their contract with lobbying
firm Murray, Montgomery and
O’Donnell.

NGA Taps Corzine
To Economic Panel

WASHINGTON — The National
Governors Association (NGA) has
announced that Governor Jon Corzine
will serve as the chairman of the
organization’s Economic Develop-
ment and Commerce Committee.

Mr. Corzine said issues to be ad-
dressed would include encouraging
Congress and President George W.
Bush to advance an economic stimu-
lus package, as well as assistance
with the escalating costs of Medicaid
and a long-term plan to maintain and
expand the nation’s “strained” high-
ways and other infrastructure.

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOP GOING GREEN… Asm. Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) announces last
Thursday that the Assembly Republican Policy Committee, of which he chairs,
will undertake a study on the state’s environment and energy. Also pictured are
committee members Asw. Dawn Addiego (LD-8, Marlton), left, and Asw. Denise
Coyle (LD-16, Basking Ridge). Asw. Coyle will lead the study.

It’s all on the Net at
www.goleader.com


