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POLICE BLOTTER

Erratum
In last week’s story about the death

of Michael Slekitis, two errors were
made.

It should have stated that Mass of
Christian Burial was held at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, with
burial taking place at Rosedale Me-
morial Park in Linden. Also, the body
of water should have been identified
as the Raritan River, not Rahway
River.

We regret the errors.

traordinary aid. Mayor Colleen Mahr
said the borough is looking at an 18
percent tax increase, which includes
county, school and municipal. Based
on last year’s total, that would put this
year’s increase at $1,576.

Based on information from the
Mountainside tax office, taxes are set to
increase $495 or 5.8 percent for a total
of $8,560. School taxes are rising $205
to $4,089; municipal taxes are increas-
ing to $2,206, a hike of $231, while
county taxes are going up $56 to $2,166.
Mountainside residents also pay a $100
in county open space taxes.
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Taxes

the council.
Mr. Pickering spoke for a second

time at the meeting and asked how
each council member felt about the
possibility of a waiver; all responded
that they were against applying for a
waiver at that time.

Over the course of the evening,
Mayor Mahr repeatedly reminded the
audience that the council feels an 18
percent tax increase is unfair to resi-
dents and is too high a price to pay,
regardless of whether the municipal
budget abides by the state’s man-
dated 4 percent cap on tax levy in-
creases.

“We are not making cuts for the
sake of making cuts, ladies and gentle-
men,” she said. “We are looking at
cutting property taxes.”

The council will meet this Mon-
day, July 28, at 7:30 p.m. at Borough
Hall to introduce an amendment to
the 2008 municipal budget, to con-
sider increasing the permit parking
fees and an ordinance to establish a
bulk waste program.
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Fanwood

Lively, healthy communities de-
pend on a strong slate of outdoor
activities and cultural events. Now
more than ever, it’s important to pre-
serve and improve our local parks
and recreation programs.

To accomplish this, we will have to
do more with less. One avenue worth
exploring is to share more services
between county and local govern-
ments.

This process is already well under
way. Over the past two years, the
freeholder board has conducted five
working sessions to develop new
shared-service agreements. The re-
sponse has been enthusiastic. Several
school districts and all 21 munici-
palities have attended at least one
workshop.

As a direct result, we reached new
agreements in several key areas, es-
pecially in computer-related services
provided through county offices. The
savings to municipalities has already
reached hundreds of thousands of
dollars. We expect this figure to keep
growing substantially.

The amount of money saved is only
part of the story. By sharing resources,
we also cut duplication among differ-
ent levels of government. This pro-
vides local governments with more
leeway to allocate staff and facilities.

County-local sharing is not a new
thing. For example, our shared pur-
chasing contracts have helped mu-
nicipalities cut administrative costs
while getting access to higher quality
vendors. Our K-9 unit and other pub-
lic safety programs offer valuable
services to municipal police depart-
ments. And, our award-winning
county high schools provide voca-
tional and academic opportunities of
the first rank.

Now we’re taking this traditional
approach into new territory. The topic
of our most recent shared services
workshop was parks and recreation,
including cultural events. The ap-
proximately 30 attendees
brainstormed on ways to combine

and share facilities, to improve local
access to county resources, and to
develop more shared county-local arts
programs.

It’s an effort that will pay off in
many ways. Encouraging outdoor
activities is a public health goal that
affects every resident. And for our
youth, early exposure to cultural
events has been linked to lifelong
engagement in the arts, which in turn
leads to better chances for academic
and career success.

By pulling our resources together
in new and innovative ways, we can
ensure that public recreation and cul-
tural events remain a strong and vital
part of our civic landscape, in each of
our 21 municipalities and throughout
Union County.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 15, Salvatore O. Fazio,

24, of Westfield was arrested on the 200
block of Mountain Avenue on an out-
standing Seaside Heights traffic war-
rant. He was released after posting $106
bail.

Wednesday, July 16, Glenn W. Jones,
Jr., 37, of Roselle was arrested on a Jersey
City traffic warrant at Central and Lenox
Avenues following a dispute with a park-
ing officer. He was released after posting
$700 bail.

Friday, July 18, Salvador Sepulveda,
Jr., 41, of Perth Amboy was arrested on
multiple traffic warrants after a motor
vehicle stop at Clover Street and Central
Avenue. The warrants were from
Westfield and Perth Amboy, both with
bail amounts of $500, and Princeton, with
bail of $200. He was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, July 18, David J. Napiorski, 25,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting $155
bail.

Friday, July 18, a front glass window
was shattered at a business on the 200
block of East Broad Street. The approxi-
mate cost of the damage is $500.

Saturday, July 19, Hanna Krysiak, 39,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and North Euclid Avenue. Krysiak
subsequently was turned over to a respon-
sible individual.

Sunday, July 20, after a motor vehicle
stop at Belvidere Avenue and Chestnut
Street, Jeffrey D. Teal, Jr., 29, of
Piscataway was arrested on a charge of
DWI and on four outstanding warrants.
They included a motor vehicle warrant
from Clark, with bail of $1,266, and crimi-
nal warrants from Metuchen, Edison and
Newark, with bail amounts of $880, $250
and $350, respectively.

Teal was held at Westfield police head-
quarters until sober enough for transfer to
the Clark Police Department, as he was
unable to post bail at that time.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 15, a resident of Old

Tote Road reported that someone made
fraudulent charges on her credit card with-
out authorization.

Saturday, July 19, a resident of Indian
Trail reported that she left her purse unat-
tended while she helped at a garage sale
and someone removed $50.

Monday, July 21, the manager of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that he has
been receiving threatening phone calls.
According to police, the current manager
traced the phone number to the residence
of an ex-manager of the restaurant who
was terminated in 2002.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 17, a resident of Essex

Road reported that someone did $75 worth
of damage to his mailbox.

Friday, July 18, a business on Front
Street reported that someone did $85 worth
of damage to the front window of his
store.

Friday, July 18, someone reported a
hit-and-run accident, which damaged the
rear of his vehicle while it was illegally
parked on Park Avenue.

Saturday, July 19, Eric Hendricks, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, he was processed
and released.

Saturday, July 19, Guy Barlow, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Monday, July 21, Gary Jones, 23, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Monday, July 21, a business reported
that someone entered a locked office and
removed approximately $500 in cash from
a locked box.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 16, at 10 p.m., a resi-

dent in the 100 block of Locust Avenue
reported that someone removed a GPS
system valued at $500 from his unlocked
vehicle while it was parked in the his
driveway.

Sunday, July 20, at 1:25 p.m., a Wood-
land Avenue resident reported that a
black female approximately five foot-
six inches tall – wearing a black base-
ball cap, jeans and a red or orange shirt
– rang her doorbell and stated that her
car broke down and she needed to use
her phone.

According to police, the victim asked
the suspect to wait outside while she went
to get the phone. When the victim re-
turned with the phone, the suspect pulled
out a firearm and pushed her way into the
home, police said.

The suspect then led the victim into the
living room to retrieve the victim’s purse
then fled with the purse eastbound on
Woodland Avenue in a lime green, older
-style minivan with box-style windows,
authorities reported. According to police,
the value of the purse and its contents is
$250.

The event is still under investigation,
and no more details can be revealed at this
time, police said.

Man Who Stole from SP
Landscaper Gets Nine Yrs.

ELIZABETH — Randall Zandstra,
who fled during his 2006 in Union
County trial for stealing $16,000 from
a Scotch Plains landscaper and spent
nine months on the run before he was
arrested in Colorado, was sentenced
to nine years in prison on July 18.

Zandstra, 45, was sentenced by
State Superior Court Judge James
Heimlich. He will be eligible for pa-
role after serving four years, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

Zandstra’s sentence followed an
11-month federal prison sentence for
violating supervised release, said
Executive Assistant Prosecutor Eileen
Walsh, who prosecuted the case.

“Zandstra is indeed a danger to the
public,” Ms. Walsh said. “He assaults
and he steals. He’s physical and he’s
financial in his criminal acts. Randall
Zandstra is only one victim away
from his next crime at all times.”

While he was awaiting his federal
trial in New York, Zandstra was work-
ing as a foreman for the Scotch Plains
landscaper.

Zandstra walked out of a Union
County courtroom during a break in
his theft trial in July 2006. He was
free on bail at the time. The jury
found him guilty a few hours later of

the theft of $16,500 from the land-
scaping company.

He was captured in Greeley, Colo.
by five U.S. Marshals from the New
York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive
Task Force along with authorities from
Colo. and Texas last April following a
five-mile high-speed chase that ended
when Zandstra’s vehicle overturned.
Zandstra sustained a broken back, leg
and arm and other injuries in the crash.

Zandstra had previously been con-
victed for attempted murder and ag-
gravated assault after a trial in Texas
in 1994 but only served two years of
the 12-year sentence in a Texas peni-
tentiary when his conviction was over-
turned on a technicality on appeal. He
was released pending a new trial.
Then he disappeared, authorities said.

In October 2000 he was convicted
in the Southern District of New York
of mail fraud and conspiracy for a
scheme to induce people to purchase
a vending machine business. Zandstra
reportedly bilked 29 different vic-
tims out of $276,000, authorities said.

Zandstra also faces charges of mari-
juana cultivation and possession of
marijuana with the intent to distribute
in Colorado. He will be extradited at
a later date.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THEY’VE GOT GAME...Children found plenty of games to enjoy last Thursday
evening at the downtown block party sponsored by the Cultural Arts Committee.

County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

Creative Solutions
For Union County

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBRANCE (From the archives of May 29, 2003)…Grand Marshal Alfred
Riker of Westfield, the chaplain of the Martin Wallberg Post of the American
Legion, gave the opening prayer and benediction at the 2003 Memorial Day
ceremony, which was held indoors. Mr. Riker also was slated to be the parade’s
Grand Marshal. Mr. Riker passed away on Monday, July 21.

Garwood Council Presents
Reduced Municipal Budget

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood munici-
pal taxes are expected to rise $177
over last year under an amended mu-
nicipal budget revealed at Tuesday
night’s borough council meeting.

The revised budget, introduced by
Council President and Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, includes $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid received from the
state.

Within this new budget framework,
she said municipal taxes would rise
$177, a 65 percent decrease com-
pared to the budget’s initial calcula-
tion for borough taxes, which to-
taled roughly $500.

“We got the $177 [tax] by decreas-
ing general appropriations and rev-
enues going up,” Ms. Villaggio said.
General appropriations were reduced
by $123,368, and revenues increased
by $528,000.

Decreasing the tax from the initial
$500 increase to the new $177 amount
is “a tremendous decrease,” said Ms.
Villaggio, and a “big help to our resi-
dents in the borough.”

However, she said, this year’s bud-
get, was “very, very tough,” and “next
year’s will not be any easier.” She
said the council would benefit by
beginning preparations soon for the
2009 budget.

“This is honestly the toughest job
this council has to do all year,” said
Councilman Keith Sluka, regarding
the budget. “Many departments aren’t
happy — honestly, most departments
probably aren’t happy — but the com-
mittee was literally pounding the state
for money.”

Ms. Villaggio said, “most depart-
ments took a reduction” in order to
keep the borough taxes low. She said
the council was not immune to such
decreases either.

“We took a reduction in our ex-
penses ourselves,” she said. “Each
and every one of us feels that we
should also feel the cuts.”

Resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the council as to where the
revenue from taxes is received, spe-
cifically, the county’s portion of the
Garwood tax bill.

“We’re getting nothing for [our
taxes] — 20 cents to the dollar,” he
said. “I can’t believe I’m in here a
second time,” he said, in reference to
previous statements on the matter.

“This is the county versus the resi-
dents,” he said. “This is the people
versus the government.”

During the public portion of the
official meeting, Mr. Paterson said, “I
see $2.2 million of Garwood’s tax
going up to the county. Is it really that
hard to convene a committee to study
this?”

Mr. Paterson, did, however, add
that he would “like to thank Villaggio
and her committee.” He said the bor-
ough must “address all costs,” par-
ticularly because “we’re talking about
a merging situation… if taxes get too
high.”

For the time being, however, “If
you keep taxes low, people will be
less pinched to think about that.”

The public hearing for the amended
municipal budget will be held on
Tuesday, August 12.

Mountainside BOE Reviews
Elementary Math Program

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education met
Tuesday at the Beechwood School to
conduct its only July meeting. In the
meeting, the board discussed math
curriculum, administrative issues and
agreed on changes to the upcoming
school calendar.

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg began the meeting say-
ing the board conducted a successful
retreat at the end of June. At the
retreat, the board spent time discuss-
ing district-wide goals and initiatives
for the upcoming school year.

“It was very informative and pro-
ductive,” Ms. Schaumberg said. She
said the board would be communi-
cating with parents in the coming
months to inform them of any
changes or new initiatives that came

out of the retreat.
Chief School Administrator

Jeanette Baubles introduced Super-
visor of Curriculum Tom Conroy who
has had the mission over the past two
years of developing and evaluating
the district’s kindergarten to grade 5
and grades 6 to 8 math programs. Ms.
Baubles praised his effort on design-
ing a strategic program for incorpo-
rating “real-life” math applications
into the curriculum.

Mr. Conroy gave a presentation to
the board on the district’s focus on the
real-life application of math for stu-
dents. The program, developed at the
PRISM workshop, was developed
during the 2006-2007 school year.

He stressed that the program is
standards-based and provides math
instruction “that empowers students
to better understand the real life ap-
plication of learning.”

doors to inspectors to show that they
run their kitchens properly.

“Establishments in general are very
obliging and, overall, the restaurants
in our eight towns are extremely safe,”
she said.

To help area restaurant owners get
up to speed on the new procedures
and understand how to implement
them, the department holds food han-
dler courses every few months, which
have been so popular that additional
sessions have been added to accom-
modate the high attendance.

In addition to overseeing restau-
rant-related issues, Ms. Cornish has
recently organized and publicized free
influenza vaccinations offered by the
department, in response to new state
laws that require any child six months
and older who is enrolled in pre-
kindergarten or daycare/childcare to
have an influenza vaccine starting in
the fall.

“We’re really trying to make people
aware that we do offer influenza vac-
cines, free of charge,” Ms. Cornish
said. “So if [people] don’t have health
insurance they can come to the local
health department and get it.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WHS Bond Project Nearing
Completion with Repairs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education is nearing comple-
tion of the Westfield High School
(WHS) bond project that was started
in 2000. Last Tuesday, the board ap-
proved a bid to Tekton Development
Corp. in the amount of $399,000 to
make improvements to the high school
ceilings and corridors.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman explained the details of the
bid to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on July 17. This project will
replace the ceilings and lights in the
corridors of the old building, not the
science center, which is new. The
drop ceilings in the back of the high
school that was built in the 1960’s
will be taken out and replaced, and
more energy-efficient lights, with
motion sensors, will be installed. The
part of the school that was built in the
1950’s does not have drop ceilings
and the company will install a drop
ceiling and much brighter lights.
Emergency lights will be built into
the lights as well, making “more
emergency lighting than we ever had,”
Mr. Berman said.

He said the old way of installing
emergency lights is with the emer-
gency box and two lights attached.
The modern method is building them
directly into the existing light fix-
tures in the ceiling. He said when the
lights go out “four will not come on,
but two will.” Meaning half of the
overhead lights are wired for emer-
gencies and will illuminate if a power
outage occurs.

Over the course of the eight years,
the high school has seen an assort-
ment of improvements paid for
through the $21,495,000 bond project.

An addition to the school was built,
as well as a new girls’ field house.
Much of the interior was remodeled,
along with all new floor tiles in the
WHS corridors. The gymnasium was
updated, including new bleachers that

replaced the dated all-wooden bleach-
ers, and the floor was re-sanded. A
science addition was also built.

The guidance and main office area
was renovated. The auditorium was
revitalized with an all new sound and
light system, new seats were put in,
now including over 1,000 seats, and
areas that are handicap accessible.

Mr. Berman  explained that the
auditorium has about 50 to 75 seats
less than before to make room for
handicap seating areas, the lighting
and sound equipment, and the or-
chestra. “We gave more room for the
orchestra.”

As part of the bond project ap-
proved Tuesday, the auditorium lobby
will receive a makeover. The wood
walls will be sanded and re-stained
and the lighting will be updated and
brighter. The cost for the lobby is
$61,000 of the $399,000. Mr. Berman
said since the bid came in at a good
rate that the board had funds to pay
for the auditorium lobby renovation.
As is mandatory, the bid was the
lowest to come in.

“I’m very happy with the contrac-
tor because he is doing Lincoln
School,” Mr. Berman said.

The bond has one more project to
fulfill, installing air conditioning in
the high school. Mr. Berman said the
board is working on the bid specifica-
tion and expects to send it out in the
next two weeks. Stephen Bogart, 89, Fraud

Victim, Dies at WF Home
WESTFIELD – Former Westfield

Tax Collector Stephen Bogart, 89,
who was bilked out of his life savings
by an Elizabeth family, died on Fri-
day, July 18 at his Westfield home.

Richard Garcia, 26, and his mother,
Janet Garcia, 53, were sentenced in
April to three years in state prison and
ordered to make restitution of
$120,000. Lucia Heinz, 23, Richard
Garcia’s girlfriend, was also con-
victed.

Janet Garcia pled guilty to con-
spiracy to commit theft, while Rich-
ard Garcia and Heinz pled guilty to
two counts of theft. Janet Garcia’s
daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also
implicated.

Richard Garcia was Mr. Bogart’s
barber at Jersey Cutz Barber Shop on
South Avenue in Westfield, which he
owned. Initially doing errands for Mr.
Bogart, authorities said Richard Garcia
took advantage of Mr. Bogart’s failing
sight by offering to pay Mr. Bogart’s
bills, but instead, he made the checks
out to himself, his mother and to cash.

Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give her
power of attorney, which she used to
transfer $225,000 to her son’s account
and $11,000 to her own.

The thefts came to light in February
2007, when Helen Rentoulis, owner of
Vicki’s Diner on East Broad Street in
Westfield, noticed that Mr. Bogart had
stopped coming into the diner for his
two meals a day and remembered that
he had told her that Richard Garcia was
helping him pay his bills. Ms. Rentoulis

notified the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

A search warrant of the Garcia’s
home turned up bank documents be-
longing to the Garcia’s and to Mr.
Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s wallet
and jewelry. A legal guardian was
appointed for Mr. Bogart to help him
with his affairs.

Born in Plainfield, Mr. Bogart was
a lifelong resident of Westfield. Ac-
cording to the town clerk’s office, he
served as Westfield tax collector from
November 1956 to December 1981.

Funeral services were held Wednes-
day, July 23, at the McCracken Fu-
neral Home in Union. Burial was at
Hillsdale Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Ben Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN MEMORY OF...A special ceremony for Megan Beck took place July 17 at
Tamaques Park. Megan was a Westfield High School graduate who passed away
from cancer in January of 2005. Pictured are the many who attended this event
where a statue was unveiled and dedicated to Megan.

Seven Vehicles
Damaged in Fire

MOUNTAINSIDE — Seven vehicles
sustained damage from a fire last Friday
at the AMC Loews Theaters on Route 22,
East, in Mountainside, according to
Mountainside police.

Police were the first to arrive on the
scene just before 5 p.m. and to see smoke
and fire coming from a parked 1994 GMC
Yukon.

“The fire continued to spread and
caused damage to six other vehicles,”
according to police.

The Mountainside Fire Department ex-
tinguished the blaze.

An investigation of the fire determined
the fire started in the engine block of the
Yukon. Police said the owner reported
the vehicle was serviced “within the last
week for an unspecified problem with the
fuel pump.”

A light pole also sustained damage, in
addition to the vehicles.

One of the vehicles was towed to
Sevell’s in Westfield; five vehicles, in-
cluding the Yukon, were taken to L&J
Towing in Kenilworth, while the owner
of the remaining vehicle had the car towed
by a private company.

Residents of Springfield, Union, Scotch
Plains, Summit, East Orange and
Mountainside owned the cars that were
damaged. Police withheld their names.


