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WF’s Minichino Surprises
Herself Through Artwork

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Like most accom-
plished artists, Gina Minichino has
viewed her work on the walls of exhibit
venues.

Recently, however, the Westfield
painter, illustrator and character artist
had the opportunity to see her work
exhibited in a different way – on the
pages of the April edition of NJ Savvy
Living Magazine.

The six-page spread featured photos
of Ms. Minichino’s work and included
a short biographical profile of the artist.

After graduating from Westfield High
School, Ms, Minichino attended the
School of Visual Arts in New York City,
where she graduated in 1990.

In a cartoon version of her life, found
on her website, Ms. Minichino explains
that she grew up with a marker, pen or
pencil in her hand.

“I always wanted to be a cartoonist,”
she said.

A painting class that she took after
college exposed her to a completely
different artistic media – one that
quickly became her passion.

“I love…seeing how light works
and studying the subject intimately.
Capturing it in paint is magic. In the
finished work, the subject takes on a
whole new feeling and identity, which
is sometimes even a surprise to me,”
she said.

In 1997, the Allan Stone Gallery in
New York City began representing her.

Earlier this year, Ms. Minichino’s art
caught the eye of George Anderson,
editor of NJ Savvy Living Magazine.

“The first time I saw Gina’s work, I
was amazed at its aesthetic brilliance,”
said Mr. Anderson, who also wrote the
article that appeared in NJ Savvy Liv-
ing.

“I was also surprised at the level of
humor [her work] contains, even though
I feel it sometimes has a dark side,” he
continued, adding that Ms. Minichino’s
work represent both “whimsy and fore-
boding.”

Locally, Ms. Minichino’s work has
appeared in exhibits at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey (VACNJ), the
Arts Guild of Rahway and the Paper
Mill Playhouse, as well as in venues
on Staten Island.

She won an award at the Merck
Union County Juried Art Show, “Cel-

ebrating Excellence,” for three years in
a row.

Ms. Minichino has worked as a cari-
cature artist for the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, Zimmerli Art Museum at
Rutgers University in New Brunswick
and Weird New Jersey Magazine.

Her illustrations have appeared in
Weird NJ Magazine, Chiller Theater
Magazine and Wicked Mystic Maga-
zine, as well as publications put out by
First Amendment Publishing, Eyefull
Press and Dark Muse Publications.

Her work has also appeared on al-
bum covers.

In addition, she travels to private
parties and corporate events to draw
caricatures.

“I enjoy all aspects of my art,” said
Ms. Minichino. “I like that I get to work
in my own studio, but I also enjoy
getting out to events and being around
people.”

Anyone who would like to see selec-
tions of Ms. Minichino’s work can do
so at ginaminichino.com.

SWEET STUFF...Multi-talented artist Gina Minichino has recently dabbled in painting. Above is “Little Powdered Donuts.”

PLAYING THE PART…Catalina Gaglioti, a sophomore at Westfield High School,
will perform the role of Eponine at all of the evening performances. Bobby O’Rourke,
a senior at Westfield High School, will perform the role of Marius at all performances.

Pineda Conservatory
Presents Les Misérables

CRANFORD — The Pineda Sum-
mer Conservatory program for teen
performers will perform Alain Boublil
and Claude-Michel Schönberg’s musi-
cal Les Misérables from July 24 to July
26 at the CDC Theatre in Cranford.

Talented high school performers, as
well as incoming freshman college stu-
dents, auditioned in February for roles
in the production. Thirty-six students
from throughout the area were selected
to attend the five-week intensive musi-
cal theatre training program that began
on June 30. Students attend daily act-
ing, dance and vocal classes, as well as
rehearse for Les Misérables and I Hope
I Get it!, an evening of cabaret per-

formed the last day of the program.
The cast of Les Misérables is headed

by Brian Hart in the role of Jean Val
Jean. Brian is a Westfield resident who
is going into his senior year at the
Pingry School.

Bobby O’Rourke, soon to be a senior
at Westfield High School (WHS), will
perform the role of Marius.

Daniel Berman, a junior at WHS,
will perform the role of Thernardier.

The role of Madame Thernardier is
shared by Pamela Marks of Westfield
and Katy Cockrell of Scotch Plains.
The role of Eponine is also double cast,
with Holly Curran of Colonia and
Catalina Gaglioti of Westfield.

The role of Cosette is double cast and
shared by Mia Pafumi and Sarah Szollar
of Westfield.

Billy Geltzieler of Westfield will
perform the role of Javert, and Tony
Mowatt of Union will perform the role
of Enjolras.

Jennifer Dilzell of Westield and
Anna Dugan of Cranford are double
cast in the role of Fantine.

Jessica Zimmerman of Westfield
will perform the role of Little Cosette,
Kelsey Kilpatrick of Cranford will
perform as Young Eponine and Dylan
Randazzo of Cranford will perform
the role of Gavroche.

Other featured performers include
Mallory Boesch, Rebecca Glasser-
Baker, Peter Carmo, Christopher
Morrissey, Leo Powell, Amy Reich,
Nick Shorrock, Malcolm Spurlock
and David Verchick of Westfield; Cara
Costa, Zach Love, Erica Molfetto,
Elise Moore, Aleta Nadolny and
Victoria Treboschi of Cranford; Julia
Van Etten, Ryan Kiel, Briana
Redmount and William Shore of
Scotch Plains; Stephanie Louis of
Elizabeth, Ariel Sheridan of Rahway,
Andrew MacMaster of Madison and
Rebecca Marcus of Berkeley Heights.

The Pineda Summer Conservatory’s
Les Misérables student edition will be
performed at 8 p.m. on Thursday, July
24; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Friday, July
25; and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday,
July 26. The performances will be
held at the CDC Theatre at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford. For tickets, call
(908) 731-1377. All seats are $10.
Bring a Cranford community pool
membership I.D. to any matinee to get
a $2 discount.

WF Student Receives
Employment Grant

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Summer Workshop, a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a
non-profit organization, has chosen
Devin Cline of Westfield to receive
the Summer Employment Grant from
the Westfield Foundation. The pur-
pose of this grant is to give a student
in the community the opportunity to
explore career skills and expand job
opportunities.

Devin, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), is musically inclined,
having been a member of the New
Jersey band “The Executives” for
three years. The band has recorded
two albums professionally. Devin vol-
unteers at the Agape Soup Kitchen
and will be the opinion page editor
for the WHS newspaper, Hi’s Eye, in
the fall. He has also volunteered to
build houses in El Triunto, Guate-
mala. He is a very active student in
the community.

 His employment this summer will
give him the opportunity to work in
an office setting and provide assis-
tance to the office staff throughout
the month of July.

For more information on the
Westfield Summer Workshop or any
of its programs, call the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts at (908) 789-
9696, or visit its Web site at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

NJWA Concert Features
Classics, Kazoo Concerto

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra, under the direction of
Janet Lyman, will present its final con-
cert on Thursday, July 24, at 7:30 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The
concert is free and open to the public.

“This is our 10th year of making
music,” said Ms. Lyman, “and the sym-
phony has had a terrific season this
summer. Our members are ages six to
adult and each one enjoys making mu-
sic together.”

Among the selections for the evening
are “Dance of the Apprentices” from
Die Meistersinger by Richard Wagner,
and the “Menuetto” from Symphony
No. 5 of Franz Schubert.

According to Ms. Lyman, the con-
cert will include a special tribute to
classical composer Franz Joseph
Haydn. “We are taking a look at
Haydn’s sense of humor by playing
the Second Movement of the ‘Sur-

prise Symphony,’ which includes
loud chords to astonish audience
members, and also the finale of his
‘Farewell Symphony,’ during which
orchestra members leave the stage
one by one,” she said.

Another special feature of this pro-
gram will be a performance of the
“Concerto Gross,” for Three Kazoos
and Orchestra by Robert Hirsh.
Kazoo soloists will be NJWA Ex-
ecutive Director Ted Schlosberg,
Chin-Wen Deng, a member of
NJWA’s piano faculty, and pianist
Pamela Aslin, coordinator of the
Westfield Summer Workshop.

The program will conclude with
the “Baby Elephant Walk” by Henry
Mancini and “Matchmaker” from
Fiddler on the Roof.

Admission to the NJWA Summer
Symphony Concert is free. Call (908)
789-9696 for additional information
or visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF Swing Band to Give
‘Nostalgic’ Performance

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Swing Band “Nostalgia,”
under the leadership of Sal Melillo, will
return to Mindowaskin Park as part of
the Summer Concert Series on Thurs-
day, July 24, at 7:30 p.m.

“Nostalgia” is a 17-member swing
and dance band composed of music
teachers and former professional musi-
cians who have performed with Big
Bands and numerous ensembles
throughout the tri-state area. The band
features vocalist Grace Henning and
performs for Veteran Homes through-
out New Jersey along with their yearly
performance in the park.

The band takes audience members
on a nostalgic journey through the 1930s
and 1940s, recreating the sounds of the
Big Band era from original scores fea-
turing the sounds and styles of Tommy
and Jimmy Dorsey, Count Basie, Glenn
Miller, Artie Shaw and Benny
Goodman, among others.

Ms. Henning will be featured during
performances of “This Can’t Be Love,”
“All of Me” and “I Heard That Song
Before,” in addition to other selections
throughout the evening.

The band will also explore the 1930s
and 1940s through the performances of
“Ol’ Man River,” “The Day in the Life
of a Fool,” “You Made Me Love You”
and “I Had the Craziest Dream,” along

with other songs by Glenn Miller and
artists from the Big Band Era.

Mindowaskin Park is located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield. The
event is free to the public. Audience
members are encouraged to bring blan-
kets or chairs.

The Westfield Community Swing
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department Director Bruce
Kaufmann. For more information, con-
tact (908) 789-4080 or the swing band
at (908) 647-6656.

Arboretum to Host
Sculpture Exhibit

SUMMIT — The public is invited
to attend an artist’s reception at
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, located at
165 Hobart Avenue in Summit, on
Sunday, July 20, from 2 to 5 p.m.
Noted artists from New Jersey and
the tri-state area will discuss their
sculptures, displayed throughout the
Arboretum’s historic gardens and in
the Wisner House.

Invited sculptors include: Peter
Allen, David Bender, Ursula Clark,
Fritz Horstman, Anthony Krauss,
Thea Lanzisero, Jenny Lynn McNutt,
Basha Ruth Nelson, Shelley Parriott,
Karl Saliter and Elaine Allen Smith.

The exhibition is curated by
Michael Tcheyan of Summit. Admis-
sion is free of charge.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is open
365 days a year from dawn until dusk.
It is the only Arboretum in Union
County and is one of the largest green
spaces in the city of Summit. It is a
non-profit conservancy dedicated to
preserving the 13-plus acre historic
estate and gardens, and to promoting
environmental and horticultural edu-
cation for children and adults. Reeves-
Reed Arboretum is listed on both the
National and New Jersey Historic
Registries.

Shelley Parriott’s
Color Field Sculpture: “Polarity”

Peter Allen:  “Red Couple”
Devin Cline


