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Montrose Avenue Sinks Midway Softballers, 11-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

WARFIELD HITS GRAND SLAM, FUGETT EYES CYCLE

St. Luke Softball Men Drudge
St. Dave ‘Men in Black’, 22-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The “Force” was definitely with
the men of St. Luke in its 22-4 drudg-
ing of the St. David “Men in Black” in
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 10.

The “Men in Black”, who had been
scoring between 17 and 22 runs in
their previous three outings and boast-
ing an 8-4 record as of July 8, just
could not “gid ‘er done” with the
metal sticks and had no chance de-
fensively after the third inning when
the Lukes began lodging dents all
over the outfield.

Everyone in the Luke’s lineup
looked like superheroes but none more
than Captain Luke Fugett, who went
5-for-5 (kind of) with five runs scored
and an RBI, and just missed hitting for
the cycle by whacking two triples (kind
of), a double and two singles. The man
who did hit a home run, Nash Warfield,
did it in a big way with a grand slam.
However, Harry Semple (3 RBI, 2
runs scored) and Bruce Evans (2 RBI,
run scored) provided some “Force”
with three singles and a double each.

Luke men Rob Zerafa and Gerry

Riepe each had three hits, two RBI
and two runs scored. Tom Ulichny (3
runs scored) and Marv Scherb (2 RBI,
run scored) each had a pair of singles
and a double. Paul Morello rapped
three singles, scored twice and had an
RBI, and Jim Sosinski had two hits,
two RBI and two runs scored.

At the beginning of the game, aware
of St. David’s ability to score runs in
droves, Lukester Evans suggested,
“We are going to need some runs
against this team.”

So, in the top of the second, Fugett
drilled a ground-rule double to right
and scored on Scherb’s single. In the
meantime, St. Dave could not buy a
hit from mound ace Fugett until Dave
Hill (2 hits, RBI, run scored) singled
to left, but Luke second baseman
Zerafa inspired his team with a face-
diving grab for a putout and no Daves
touched home plate.

Dave third baseman Ken Blaes
made a pair of fabulous snags in the
third inning and Hill, at short, made
another.

“Somebody’s got to do something.
We are doing nothing at the plate,”
commented Blaes.

“Usually, we try to put it to them

right away. We are a little slow to-
night,” added Dave’s Dan Nigro.

The Lukes, however, were not slow
in the fourth inning as they sent 13
men to the plate and swiftly scored
nine runs on eight hits. In the bottom
of the inning, Fugett still kept the
Daves off balance and ceded just one
run when Jerry Miccolis tripled and
scored on Nigro’s RBI single.

“I’m just a second-string pitcher.
I’m just pitching,” Fugett said hum-
bly. “The bad thing is they may think
you are a good pitcher and put you in
the pitchers’ pool.”

After Warfield’s grand slam empha-
sized an eight-run fifth inning to cata-
pult the Lukes to an 18-1 lead, all the St.
Dave defense could offer was a glassy
stare but, in the bottom of the inning,
they had their most productive inning
with three runs. Dave Rothenberg and
Jeff Friedlander singled, Hill plopped
an RBI single and Blaes dropped a two-
run single into left.

Ulichny singled and scored on
Riepe’s single in the sixth and Fugett
thumped a leadoff triple in the sev-
enth. When Scherb hit a long fly out
to right and Fugett failed to tag up,
Scherb shouted, “Luke! Where’s my
RBI?” All Fugett could offer was a
grin that blended with his red face.

Sosinski, however, followed with
an RBI single and graciously said,
“Give my RBI to Marv.”

Semple and Evans added RBI
singles in the inning to bring the score
to 22-4. The “Men in Black” faded
away with a whimper in the bottom of
the seventh.
St. Luke 010 981 3 22
St. David 000 130 0 4
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made a daring grab in right.
Veteran mound ace Bob Swisher

seeded all four runs to just two Mid-
way gunners. Steve Wilson banged a
two-run blast and singled and ship-
mate Anthony Blasi triggered a two-
run double. Rich Richardson fired off
a double. Jay White, Manny Perez
and Eddie Perez each triggered a hit.

Defensively, third baseman An-
thony Blasi alertly gunned down two
runners. Leftfielder Matt Blasi dem-
onstrated speed and agility with two
big plays and steady shortstop
Richardson posted three putouts.

“The old man (Bob Swisher), he is
always at his best pitching the second
game of the week because he’s loose.
Seriously, second game he pitches,
he’s loose. Steady dealing, balls on
the ground; we make the plays. We
turned a double play and I don’t think
we committed any errors,” said
Montrose team captain Bill Swisher.

Midway got their guns blazing with
two runs in the bottom of the second
inning when White singled and Wil-
liams crushed his two-run homer to
left. The 9-2 Montrose machine im-
mediately manipulated its “metal
sticks” in the top of the third and
touched off a five-run rampage. Bill
Swisher managed a walk, Jim Swisher
zipped a single and Bob Swisher
plopped a bunt single, loading the
bases.

“You’re ahead! Zone it,” hollered
Jim Swisher.

Ferrara answered with a two-run
single and Kluckas cleared the pods
with a long single and scored on
Boyer’s double.

In the fourth, after team captain
White chanted, “Guys, this is our
inning,”

Midway responded with two runs
when Eddy Perez cracked a single,
Henderson unloaded a double to right

centerfield and Anthony Blasi
launched a two-run double over third.

The second breakout inning oc-
curred in the fifth when Montrose
snapped back with five runs to take a
10-4 lead. Bob Swisher chopped a
single, Kluckas slapped a single and
Ken Kulp worked a walk to load the
pods. Stroger hammered a two-run
double, Jordan followed with an RBI
single and Pancoast laced a single.
Stroger later scored on a misguided
throw to first and Bill Swisher lined
to third but the throw was misguided
and two runs scored.

The final blow came in the sixth
when Bob Swisher crossed the plate
on Boyer’s single. Asked about their
next challenger, Swisher said, “Pop-
lar Place. They’re the number two
team now, so we’re going to play
those guys next week.”
Montrose 005 051 0 11
Midway 020 200 0 4

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LIGHTING ON THE PODS…Montrose shortstop Chris Kluckas glides safely into second base despite a great tag attempt
by Midway gunner shortstop Rick Richardson. Montrose sank Midway, 11-4.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEEVASTATING AT THE PLATE…St. Luke’s Luke Fugett went 5-for-5,
including two triples and a double, and scored all five times.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/20  1-5PM $1,149,900
Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4 Bedroom,
2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite counters, top of the
line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete the lower level. Second
level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes granite counter, Jacuzzi tub, 3
bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor. Easily finishable walk up attic and
basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features mahogany front porch and back deck.
Directions: East Broad or Mountain to North Chestnut to Maple #638. MLS # 2539319

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/20  1-5PM $975,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/20  1-5PM $2,750,000GARWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/20  1-5PM $799,500

Experience the charming appeal of a classic colonial. This 9 Room Custom Home, was built
in 2005 –offers 4 bedrooms and 2.5 Baths with a Formal Dining Room, Den and hardwood
floors throughout. The open floor plan features a spacious gourmet kitchen with natural
stone & Travertine backsplash. It is complete with granite countertops, and center island. A
Viking professional 36” stove, Bosch stainless steel dishwasher, GE Profile refrigerator and
microwave top off the kitchen. An adjacent Family Room w/dual wood-burning/gas fireplace
is perfect for entertaining family and friends. Master Bedroom offers walk-in closet & master
bath with Jacuzzi-style tub and stall shower with double vanity. Walk out to a deck overlooking
a beautifully landscaped property. A 2 car attached garage completes this great home. Located
in a lovely area of Scotch Plains it is close to NYC transportation and ~1 mile to downtown
Westfield. Directions: North Ave. to Crestwood #928. MLS # 2547599

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Wonderful brand new Colonial in Garwood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths. Master Bedroom Suite
with a large walk in closet. Gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Large kitchen with Granite
counters, center island, stainless appliances. Second floor laundry. Large basement with 9ft
ceiling ripe for finishing. 2 car attached garage. Quality throughout. Close to town and
transportation. Directions: South- Center -Spruce –Spruce #401. MLS # 2540595

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,469,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers pantry
with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and a 48"
range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/crown
molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite includes
California closets and a Jacuzzi tub. Directions: E.Broad – Wychwood - Gallowae – Scudder
- Dorset Hill #6. MLS # 2494177

CRANFORD TOWNHOUSE $519,000
Custom Colonial styled townhouse. 3,000 square feet of open and spacious living. Master
bedroom suite with 2 additional bedrooms. Family Room with powder room, mud room,
oak floors, cherry cabinets, granite countertops, gas fireplace with marble surround,
professionally landscaped with a large yard and paved patio on a quiet cul-de-sac. A few
blocks to NYC Train and premier downtown Cranford.  MLS # 2494481

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


