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By Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey

From the Governor's Desk
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By Richard Merkt (R)
Assemblyman LD-25

NJ Assembly Commentary

Governor Jon S. Corzine signed legisla-
tion, on June 9, that provides $3.9 billion in
state borrowing to replace or rebuild doz-
ens of substandard schools across the state.

“Today, we fulfill an important obliga-
tion to our children by making a down
payment on the future of their education,”
Governor Corzine said. “Every student
deserves to attend school in a safe and
healthy building. This legislation recog-
nizes that there are needs in both the
School Development Authority districts
and in the suburban and rural districts.”

The legislation designates $2.9 billion
for Abbott districts and $1 billion for other
districts and school facilities projects. $50
million has also been directed toward

On June 9, the Governor Corzine’s
decision to sign legislation authorizing
$3.9 billion in non-voter-approved
bonding for school construction projects
is an insult to New Jersey taxpayers to
whom he promised in January to put a
stop to state borrowing without voter
approval.

The Governor looked New Jersey vot-
ers in the eye and told them that he was
committed to ending non-voter-approved
debt, only to sign off this morning on a
massive $3.9 billion borrowing program.
This is a program that will spend $1.5
billion more than that which was ordered
by the Supreme Court, with no safeguards
for how the money will be spent, and it is
being done without voter approval.

 In his State of the State speech on
January 8, Governor Corzine proposed a

$3.9 Billion Borrowing Approved
For School Construction

county vocational school projects.
The new legislation calls for the education

commissioner to institute a process that pri-
oritizes financing for school facilities projects
in those districts and to set up a process for the
annual allocation of school facilities project
grant funding available to them.

The bill was sponsored in the Senate by
Senators Ronald L. Rice (D-Essex) and
Shirley K. Turner (D-Mercer). Assembly
sponsors were Albert Coutinho (D–Essex
and Union), Grace L. Spencer (D-Essex
and Union), Nellie Pou (D-Bergen and
Passaic), Elease Evans (D-Passaic), Mila
M. Jasey (D-Essex ), Cleopatra G. Tucker
(D-Essex ) and Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-Mercer).

Corzine’s School Construction
Decision is a ‘Slap in the Face’

constitutional amendment requiring voter
approval for all debt. Said the Governor:
“It is up to those of us in this room to
change the ‘credit card’ culture of New
Jersey’s finances. The public must be put
back in charge of the State’s credit card.
Borrowing must be done sparingly.”

The Supreme Court had only ordered
the state to fund another $2.5 billion in
school construction costs, but somehow,
Trenton has allowed the borrowing to
balloon to $3.9 billion – which will total
more than $7 billion once the debt service
is calculated.

There was no reason why this borrow-
ing could not have been placed before the
voters. The Governor’s action today is a
slap in the face to the state’s voters and it
will only deepen the quicksand into which
our state’s fiscal stability is sinking.

21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

New Jersey Assembly Republican
Whip and Policy Chairman Jon Bramnick
announced that the policy committee
will hold a press conference today, July
17, announcing the first major initiative
of the committee, the New Jersey envi-
ronment.

The committee will be examining en-
ergy alternatives, including green build-
ing, the Energy Star Program and alterna-

State Policy Committee to Proceed
On Environment Issues

tive fuel for cars. Other initiatives will
include a review of New Jersey’s tax
structure, borrowing successful ideas from
other states and countries and educating
consumers on energy conservation and
cost cutting measures.

For more information on this, or the
Republican Caucus Policy Perspective, call
Scott Mersereau at (908) 232-2073 or send
an e-mail to asmbramnick@njleg.org.

Westfield Resident Responds
To Political Spam and Rumors

Often, I receive e-mails from unknown
sources but also sometimes forwarded
from friends and relatives that I delete
without opening since the subject lines
clearly indicate that they are political
spam. Today, I did open one that indi-
cated in its title that Barack Obama was
“scary.” I virtually never respond to such
e-mails, but after first deleting it, I re-
turned to my PC and retrieved it from my
trash folder because I felt the need to
write to those who had either sent this
along its merry way or who had received
it.

Sometimes, too much is just too much.
I thought I’d try to reach a somewhat

wider audience with this letter to the
editor. Here goes.

My own opinion is that we have two
good men, finally, running for president.
Not a circumstance that I can recall has
occurred many times in the past, at least
during my own 38 years as an eligible
voter.

It is completely fair and proper to dis-
cuss, argue and disagree about what these
candidates represent in terms of the im-
portant issues of today. It seems inappro-
priate and harmful to our political system
(and even to ourselves) to use comments
out of context, rumors from who knows
where, and the like, to attack either candi-
date.

Read their books in total (or at least full
chapters), listen to their speeches com-
pletely, study their positions and try to
understand them. Persuade others intelli-
gently with your actual knowledge of
these candidates. We’ve had too many
scare tactics and personal attacks in re-
cent years. Aren’t we better than that?

We get the government we deserve.
Let’s demonstrate that we deserve the
best by our actions and words.

Now I’ll get down from my soapbox.
Thank you.

Bob Chironna
Westfield

Garwood Residents Call Attention
To Brook Erosion and Safety Issue

Unaffiliated Voters Shift
To DEMs – Aberration or Real?

We attended the Garwood Council on
July 8, 2008, and were disappointed at the
lack of action on the council’s part re-
garding the public safety hazard that we
brought to its attention. Except for one
council member who expressed some
concern and a desire to visit the Garwood
Brook and see the bulging and sagging
gabion for himself, no formal action was
taken by the council to address this prob-
lem.

We presented photographic evidence
to the council that clearly showed that the
25 year-old gabion is bulging and sagging
in two locations, at the very top of the
brook and near to the bottom. A depres-
sion in the embankment behind the top
most sagging gabion section and a sink-
hole has formed along with severe ero-
sion. We had two engineers indepen-

dently visit the site, and both reported that
indeed these conditions exist and are a
concern to them.

A spectator at the council meeting spot-
ted me this morning on my way to work,
and he said that he was also surprised at
the lack of the council’s concern about the
problem.

We would have expected, at the very
least, that the council would have in-
structed the town engineer to conduct a
complete inspection of the section of the
brook adjacent to our building and, equally
important, an inspection of the entire
length of the Garwood Brook to record
and report on all bulging and sagging
gabion sections and all areas of erosion.
Then a plan could be put into place to
correct the most severe conditions first.

Specifically, we have a concern that
the section of the brook adjacent to our
property will someday collapse into the
brook during a major storm, similar to
Hurricane Floyd, causing major flooding
and damage to the many homes whose
backyards abut the brook.

This public safety hazard should not be
taken lightly or ignored.

Carol Kearney
Gene Jannotti

Garwood

Unaffiliated voters have shifted to the Democratic
Party in recent months. Even traditionally “Repub-
lican towns” are showing higher levels of registered
Democrats. However, is this surge an aberration or
reality?

According to statistics from the Union County
Board of Elections, as of May 21, 2008, countywide
total registration for Democrats jumped 31,000 to
116,584, while Republicans saw a slight gain of
7,000 to 43,313. A corresponding drop in unaffili-
ated registered voters has occurred. Statewide, reg-
istration shot up 500,000 for the Democratic Party.

Of the 19,803 registered voters in Westfield,
Democrats now total 6,408 (32 percent), as com-
pared to 5,163 Republicans (26 percent) and 8,222
unaffiliated (42 percent) voters. Democrats have a
lead in registered voters over Republicans in all
four wards in Westfield.

Of the 14,996 registered voters in Scotch Plains,
Democrats have a 4,956 to 3,489 edge over Repub-
licans. Unaffiliated voters dropped to 6,555 in the
township after 1,900 voters moved to the Demo-
cratic Party.

Of the 4,808 registered voters in Fanwood, Demo-
crats number 1,564 to 1,223 Republicans. A total of
2,019 registered voters remain unaffiliated.

While Democrats have taken over the registration
advantage, unaffiliated voters still hold the overall
advantage in these towns. The question being asked is,
“Was the increase in Democratic registration due to a
high interest among voters to participate in New
Jersey’s first meaningful Presidential Primary held in
February?” The Barack Obama-Hillary Clinton
matchup was a barnburner. There seemed to be little
interest in the GOP Primary. Or are local towns
moving into the “D” corner?

While the GOP has held a slight edge in voter
registration in Fanwood, Democrats have won the
past few elections and hold a 5-1 majority on the
council, plus the mayor’s seat. The GOP didn’t
even field a candidate for mayor last year.

The GOP has a 6-2 edge on the Westfield council,
along with the mayor’s office.

One must wonder how the race for Scotch Plains
mayor will turn out and if the voter registration
numbers foretell the results. The GOP is in control
now (3-2, including mayor’s seat) and has been for
some time. Is there a real shift coming?

After all is said and done this November, will the
old adage “All politics is local” really tell the story?
The unaffiliated voters remain in control of the
numbers. The mood of the public does not bode well
for national or statewide politicians. The national
Democrats are blaming the Bush administration for
all ills – yet the polls show the public’s view of the
Democratic-controlled Congress to be the lowest in
history.

The Democrats control New Jersey government,
but the public’s view of state government and
Governor Jon Corzine is also abysmal. In spite of
all this, Republicans have not been able to muster
gains statewide or countywide. Sometimes, the
GOP has trouble fielding candidates to compete.

So, what are the real trends? Where is the massive
amount of money coming from to finance these
elections? Is it from foreign sources or true Ameri-
cans with the interest of the nation at heart?

Is the shift in affiliation a trend or an aberration?
Will those who shifted to the Democratic corner
stay there or will they go back to being unaffiliated?
How will they cast their ballots in the General
Election? Only money will tell.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing
2. Matanza – A slaughterhouse
3. Sulcate – Furrowed or grooved
4. Bodega – A wine cellar or place

where wine is sold or kept

ATRABILIOUS
1. A hypochondriac
2. Balanced; stable
3. Cranky; irritable
4. Mentally ill; insane

SUPAWN
1. Twining about; twisting
2. Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Wet mud
4. Salty; saline

SCORSE
1. To belittle or humble
2. Wild strawberries
3. To spread, as a disease
4. To trade or barter

VRILLE
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. In aviation, a spinning nose dive
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Very bright green shade

With the King of Beers Gone,
Where Will the Clydesdales Go?

Just one week after many Americans celebrated
their patriotic Fourth of July weekend with fire-
works, barbeques and beer, brewing giant Anheuser-
Busch (A-B) announced that it had accepted a take-
over bid from a Belgian brewing company, InBev
(makers of Stella Artois and Beck’s, among others),
for roughly $52 billion.

It looks as though yet another American trademark
will be lost to foreign hands. The A-B takeover
comes in the wake of past American brewery foreign
mergers and buyouts that outsourced “homegrown”
beers, including Coors and Miller.

If the deal goes through, Boston Brewing Com-
pany, the makers of Samuel Adams, will hail as the
largest American-owned brewery. To put things into
perspective, A-B held 48.2 percent of the U.S. beer
market share in 2007, while the Boston Brewing
Company only had a meager 0.8 percent.

The buyout will likely translate into job losses in
the St. Louis district, home to A-B’s headquarters,
amidst the looming economic recession. Let’s not
forget that one of A-B’s 12 domestic breweries is
located in Newark, employing 675 full-time workers
and 100 weekenders as of November 2007.

What makes the buyout even more disheartening
is A-B’s latest television ad series, which pays hom-
age to American soldiers returning home, makes
historical references to the company’s founder and
evokes certain patriotic feelings in viewers.

It makes us wonder: will Anheuser-Busch InBev’s
advertising agency betray its longtime American
Super Bowl fans in favor of European “football”
spectators? Will this new mega-brewery infiltrate
American bars by pulling a “bait and switch” and
inciting horrific cries of “Stellaaa!” from custom-
ers? Will the Budweiser Clydesdale horses emigrate
to Belgian stables?

It’s troubling, though we’re not in a big enough
panic yet to bring back Rheingold. Consider Climax
beer brewed in Roselle Park as a backup – available
at Town and Country on South Avenue in Westfield.

To watch a genuine American corporation like
Anheuser-Busch abdicate the King of Beer’s throne
is a disappointment. Regardless, here’s to you, Au-
gust Busch IV. You’ve just sold out your great-great-
grandfather’s legacy.

Editor’s Note: See page 5 for the counter to this
editorial.

It Makes No Sense:
Westfield Post Office
Should Open Earlier
The Westfield Post Office has reduced

its counter hours and now opens at 10
a.m. instead of 8:30 a.m. The result has
been even longer lines and even more
inconvenience to local residents.

While stamps can be purchased in the
lobby from machines or online, services
such as insurance, certified mail and pack-
ages do need to be handled by the postal
clerks.

Area post offices serving communities
with smaller populations and less devel-
oped downtowns (for example, Garwood,
Fanwood and Mountainside) have re-
tained the longer hours and open earlier at
8:30 a.m. The contrasting reduction in
services makes no sense for our town.

Take a brief moment (adding on to
your already long wait) when you are next
in the Westfield Post Office and speak
with the Postmaster. Ask why a commu-
nity like Westfield is receiving reduced
services while neighboring towns con-
tinue to enjoy longer and more conve-
nient hours.

If the reduction in hours makes coming
to the Post Office even harder for you, call
(908) 233-1168 and speak to the Post-
master by phone to express your opinion.

Perhaps if enough residents take the
time to express their views, then the
Westfield Post Office will resume serv-
ing the town to the best of its ability.

Michelle Ehrich
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Controlled Fluoridation
Of Water Supply

 Is Westfield’s Answer
The June 26, 2008, Westfield Leader

article “High Fluoride Intake Possibly
Dangerous” is misleading and should be
retracted. Apparently, the news that
prompted this article is the April 15, 2008,
National Kidney Foundation position
statement on community water fluorida-
tion (kidney.org), which was skewed by
an advocacy group in a press release.

Actually, what the National Kidney
Foundation emphasized in its statement,
considering the potential benefits and risks
of community water fluoridation, includes
the following:

“Fluoride concentration monitoring at
treatment plants should be capable of
detecting the actual fluoride levels di-
rectly.

“It would seem prudent to monitor the
fluoride intake of patients with chronic
renal impairment, particularly those liv-
ing in areas of high naturally occurring
fluoride, children, those with excessive
fluoride intake and those with prolonged
disease.

“There is insufficient evidence at this
time to recommend the use of fluoride-
free water for all patients with renal dis-
ease.

The recommended lowering of the
Environmental Protection Agency stan-
dard for fluoride would not affect the
practice of community water fluorida-
tion, which should result in 0.7 to 1.2
parts per million fluoride.

“Specific recommendations regarding
fluoride intake in chronic kidney disease
patients are not possible based on avail-
able limited data.

“The National Kidney Foundation has
no position on the optimal fluoridation of
water.”

What should have been emphasized in
The Leader is that for the residents of
Westfield and the other customers of the
Elizabethtown Water Company east of
the Raritan River, including those per-
sons with chronic kidney disease, the
safest approach would be to have con-
trolled community water fluoridation, as
the company provides to its customers
west of the river. Instead, we have to
drink water where the fluoride levels are
uncontrolled and naturally fluctuate. This
is not likely to change, however, since the
company will not provide the more ex-
pensive community fluoridation and
monitoring uniformly to all its custom-
ers, and the State Department of Health
and Senior Services and the Board of
Public Utilities have abdicated leader-
ship in this area, despite local action by
the Westfield Board of Health, as previ-
ously chronicled in The Leader.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
Westfield

On the Net


