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GOP Council Candidates
Oppose Cuts in Fanwood PD

Campaign Release, Fanwood Republicans

FANWOOD – Republican candi-
dates for Borough Council, Mike
Szuch and Robert Manduca, have
announced their opposition to any
staff cuts in the borough’s police
department after a town meeting on
Wednesday evening.

“The PBA made a good case that
we need full staffing in order to main-
tain a very low crime rate in Fanwood
and our citizens clearly support the
police,” Mr. Szuch said.

Mr. Szuch said he has been a life-
long resident of Fanwood and that the
police department has had 21 officers
since 1975. “We have one of the low-
est crime rates in Union County and
that can be attributed to both the cur-
rent staffing level and the quality of
officers we have on the force.”

Mr. Manduca said nearly 200 resi-
dents turned out for the municipal
budget presentation by Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. He said the layoff notices
that went out to all borough employ-
ees last month have upset both em-
ployees and borough residents. “I think
that is the real reason why so many
people turned out. They want to know
just what is going on in this town.”

Mr. Manduca said a number of
residents raised objections to cuts in
state aid to municipalities that is caus-
ing budget difficulties for small towns
like Fanwood. “The one cent increase
in the sales tax was supposed to pro-
vide more money for municipal prop-
erty tax relief,” he said.

Mr. Szuch and Mr. Manduca said
maintenance of public safety pro-
grams should be the number one pri-
ority for the borough government.
They said that “includes equipment
and supplies for our volunteer fire

department and first aid squad as well.
The first responders to any emer-
gency in town must have the resources
to do the job rapidly and effectively.”

Lawmaker: Pull Games
Once Winnings Claimed

TRENTON – A state legislator has
asked the News Jersey Lottery Com-
mission to pull “Scratch-off” games
off the market once the top prizes
have been awarded.

In a letter to William Jourdain, ex-
ecutive director of the New Jersey Lot-
tery Commission, Assemblyman Paul
Moriarty (LD-4, Sewell), vice-chair-
man of the Assembly Consumer Af-
fairs Committee, said the agency’s prac-
tice of continuing sales of lottery games
in which the public stands no chance of
realizing the advertised jackpots is “tan-
tamount to theft by deception.”

New reports state that 14 of the
Lottery’s 79 instant games remain on-
sale despite the top prizes having been
long since awarded. One game,
“$1,000,000 Explosion,” remains on-
sale at $20 per ticket despite the top
prize having already been claimed.

“The New Jersey Lottery has a
responsibility to consumers to ensure
a system that is fair and honest,” Mr.
Moriarty wrote. “Operating condi-
tions that allow games to remain on-
sale despite there being no opportu-
nity for players to realize the adver-
tised winnings are unacceptable.”

Linda Stender Raises
$1.54-Mil. for Cycle

FANWOOD – Assemblywoman
and 7th Congressional District can-
didate Linda Stender announced on
June 9 that she has raised $1.54 mil-
lion for the cycle and nearly $500,000
for the second quarter of 2008 for her
Congressional campaign.

Ms. Stender had $1.2 million in
cash on hand as of June 30.

Linda Stender is from Fanwood,
where she and her husband, Richard,
raised their three children and still
reside today. She currently represents
the 22nd Legislative District in the
New Jersey General Assembly.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Valerie Fund Second
Beneficiary of Walk/Run

By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Mike Peters of the
rock band “The Alarm” gathered with
Union County officials on Tuesday
to announce that the Valerie Fund,
which has a center in Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit, would be a benefi-
ciary of the second annual Rock On!
Walkathon and 5K Rock N’ Run,
taking place on September 6. The
event raises funds through partici-
pant donations that support children
with cancer and blood disorers. It
begins on the morning of Union
County’s MusicFest at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

Peters is a two-time cancer survivor
and founder of the Love Hope Strength
(LHS) Foundation, which helps fight
cancer globally and locally and is also
a beneficiary of the walk/run event.

Ed and Sue Goldstein created the
Valerie Fund in memory of their nine-
year-old daughter, Valerie.

“Valerie’s parents believed there
should be high quality treatment centers
for not just the child but for entire fam-
ily,” said Barry Kirschner, executive
director of the Valerie Fund, “and they
should be close to home so people don’t
to have travel for these treatments that
take weeks, sometimes months.”

According to Union County Man-
ager George Devanney, “The Valerie
Fund and the Love [Hope Strength
Foundation] have the same mission,”
which is to help bring cancer treat-
ments to those who need it.

Last year, “The Alarm” and LHS
held a concert at the summit of Mount
Everest, and the money the concert
raised stayed in Nepal to help build
cancer treatment centers. The people
of Nepal do not have to leave the
country and travel far to get treat-
ment, Peters said.

That concept is also used with the
Valerie Fund by providing transpor-
tation for children and their families.

“You shouldn’t have to come for
treatment and then spend the rest of
the day on the bus trying to go home,”
Mr. Devanney said.

Also present was Tim Matthews, a
21-year-old who was diagnosed with
cancer in “2001 or 2002: No matter
how many times I tell the story I can’t
get the dates straight,” Mr. Matthews
said.

Getting treatment at the Valerie
Fund Center for four years was the
“most amazing thing that happened
to me,” he added.

On August 23, 2005, Tim finished
his cancer treatment, “and that date I
definitely remember,” he said.

The treatment and support Tim re-
ceived at the Valerie Fund Center
helped him during his four years, and
LHS is working to bring that type of
care throughout the world.

This year, LHS will travel to Peru
and raise money for centers there just
as it did in Nepal last year.

“I cannot say thank you enough,”
Mr. Kirschner said. “I hope it gets
bigger in Peru and bigger in Nepal.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

President Bush to Lift Executive
Ban on Off-Shore Drilling

President George W. Bush is ex-
pected to lift an executive ban on off-
shore drilling in the U.S. Outer Conti-
nental Shelf that has stood since his
father, George H.W. Bush, was presi-
dent. The action, by itself, will do
nothing unless Congress acts as well,
according to a Star Ledger report.

There are two prohibitions on off-
shore drilling, one imposed by Con-
gress and another by executive order
signed by former President Bush in
1990. Responding to soaring gas
prices, the current president has
called last month for Congress to lift
its prohibition before he did so him-
self.

Elizabeth, Plainfield Projects
Funded By State Authority

The New Jersey Schools Develop-
ment Authority has approved 53
school projects expected to cost about
$2.6 billion, the Star Ledger reported.
Union County’s two Abbott Districts,
Elizabeth and Plainfield, are among
the projects approved.

Elizabeth will build a $98-million
“new high-performance magnet high
school [that] will house about 900
students,” according to the report.

Plainfield is planning a $26-million
expansion to Woodland Elementary
School to accommodate 400 students.

The approved projects are part of
an overall $4-billion in funding by
the state. Funding for the projects
has not been expanded since 2005,
when the previous New Jersey
School Construction Company was
ceased amid scandal and misman-

agement.
Dems Drop Ethics Complaint
Against Assemblyman Merkt
Two Democratic county leaders

have retracted an ethics complaint
they filed in May 2007 against Re-
publican Assemblyman Richard
Merkt (LD-25, Brookside), the
Gannett State Bureau reported.

Richard Perr, chairman of the
Burlington County Democrats, and Elia
Pelios, former chairman of the Somerset
County Democrats, had previously
accused Mr. Merkt of violating the
state’s conflicts of interest law and the
legislative code of ethics in connection
with the 2002 state budget.

The Democrat chairmen in
Burlington and Somerset counties filed
suit against seven Republican legisla-
tors including Mr. Merkt, and accused
them of steering grants to their spouses
and employers in 2000 and 2001. The
lawsuit was dismissed because the stat-
ute of limitations had expired.

The Democrat chairmen ac-
knowledged the complaint was
based on incomplete information
they later found was inaccurate.
Mr. Merkt, in return, has dropped
his countersuit.

National CDA Board Votes to
Remove Carla Katz from Union
The national executive board of

the Communication Directors of
America (CDA) has voted to remove
Carla Katz, the ex-girlfriend of Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine, as head of the
10,000-member Local 1034.

Ms. Katz has led Local 1034 since
1999 and been a member for 26
years.

Laura Mortkowitz for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GAINING STRENGTH…County Manager George Devanney, cancer survivor
Tim Matthews, Valerie Fund Executive Director Barry Kirschner and Mike Peters
of “The Alarm” gather Tuesday as they announce that the Valerie Fund has signed
as a beneficiary for the Rock On! Walkathon & 5K Rock N’ Run. Peters sings his song
“Love Hope Strength,” which he wrote while he was going through cancer treatment.

NJ Doles Out $14.9 Mil.
In Extraordinary Aid

TRENTON – The New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) announced extraordinary aid
awards of $14.9 million to 62 towns
for municipalities on a calendar year
budget last Friday.

Locally, Fanwood will receive
$425,000 and Garwood will get
$250,000. They are the only towns in
Union County to receive aid. Bound
Brook in Middlesex County received
the largest amount of $1.07 million.

Garwood Council President
Kathleen Villaggio has said the ex-
traordinary aid combined with
$251,550 in Consolidated Municipal
Property Tax Relief Aid and budget
cuts recommended by the finance
committee should result in an aver-
age tax impact of $191 per home
assessed at $100,000, down from an
estimate of $518 in the initial budget.

Fanwood officials were meeting
this week to work out the final budget
numbers and tax impact. Council-
man Anthony Parenti said he heard
that another round of state aid would
be coming for towns with popula-
tions over 10,000.

DCA spokesman Chris Donnnelly
said he “wasn’t sure what he (Mr.
Parenti) is referencing.” He said deci-
sions on towns with budgets on fiscal
years would be made later this year.

The breakdown of towns that re-
ceived aid is as follows:

Allentown (Monmouth),
$100,000; Bellmawr (Camden),
$75,000; Bloomingdale (Passaic),
$100,000; Bogota (Bergen),
$500,000; Bound Brook (Somerset),
$1,070,000; Buena (Atlantic),
$140,000; Caldwell (Essex),
150,000; Carteret (Middlesex),
$100,000; Cedar Grove (Essex),
$100,000; Chesilhurst (Camden),
$318,000; Closter (Bergen),
$250,000; East Newark (Hudson),
$250,000; Egg Harbor (Atlantic),

$300,000; Franklin Borough (Sus-
sex), $220,000; Glen Ridge (Essex),
$150,000; Gloucester City
(Camden), $300,000; Haledon
(Passaic), $140,000; Hasbrouck
Heights (Bergen), $200,000;
Helmetta (Middlesex), $100,000;
Highland Park (Middlesex),
$300,000; Hightstown (Mercer),
$200,000; Laurel Springs (Camden),
$125,000; Lincoln Park (Morris),
$300,000; Lindenwold (Camden),
$150,000;

Little Ferry (Bergen), $125,000;
Manville (Somerset), $250,000;
Matawan (Monmouth), $200,000;
Maurice River (Cumberland),
$200,000; Maywood (Bergen),
$400,000; Metuchen (Middlesex),
$200,000; Middlesex Borough
(Middlesex), $100,000; Milford
(Hunterdon), $50,000; Milltown
(Middlesex), $150,000; Mine Hill
(Morris), $100,000; Moonachie
(Bergen), $150,000; New Milford
(Bergen), $350,000; North Plainfield
(Somerset), $500,000; Northvale
(Bergen), $100,000; Ogdensburg
(Sussex), $300,000; Penns Grove (Sa-
lem), $650,000; Prospect Park
(Passaic), $325,000; Red Bank
(Monmouth), $350,000; Ridgefield
Park (Bergen), $150,000; Roosevelt
(Monmouth), $30,000; Rutherford
(Bergen), $200,000; Salem City (Sa-
lem), $600,000; Sayreville
(Middlesex), $125,000;

Shrewsbury (Monmouth), $40,000;
Somerville Borough (Somerset),
$650,000; South Orange Village
(Essex), $600,000; South River
(Middlesex), $200,000; South Toms
River (Ocean), $75,000; Stratford
(Camden), $300,000; West Amwell
(Hunterdon), $200,000; West Orange
(Essex), $400,000; Westville
(Gloucester), $100,000; Woodbury
Heights Borough (Gloucester),
$150,000; Woodlynne (Camden),
$50,000; Wood-Ridge (Bergen),
$250,000.


