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revenues in 2007, it causes us to be
that cap number. In order to legally
adopt the budget, we have to pare out
$450,000 out of the budget.”

As of last Wednesday, the borough
had not yet heard whether it would
receive extraordinary aid. The bor-
ough has since been notified that they
will receive $425,000 in extraordi-
nary aid from the state. (See related
story on this page.)

“Our appropriations exceed our rev-
enue, so we either have to increase
revenue or decrease appropriations.
Our proposed solutions for 2008 are
applying for extraordinary aid, cuts
in the operating budget and the last
item we can look at is reductions in
workforce,” Mr. Tomkins said.

Mayor Mahr said throughout the
meeting, “This is not just a 2008
challenge. This is not a band-aid to
get your taxes lower this year. We are
looking at making permanent reduc-
tions because this problem is not go-
ing away.”

On a separate note, Monica Felsing,
a Fanwood resident, told the public
the budget is an issue of leadership,
pointing out that state Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-21,
Fanwood), a former borough mayor,
failed to show up to the special meet-
ing.

Former Councilman David
Pickering suggested eliminating
clean-up fees to help the budget, call-
ing the fees a “luxury” that other
towns are operating without. Mr.
Pickering said “the clean up fees add
over $45,000, which needs to be elimi-
nated.”

Mayor Mahr responded by stating,
“We are looking at ways to bounce it
[costs] back to the residents, or re-
duce costs.” The mayor also men-
tioned shared services as a method
for cutting costs.

Last Tuesday, the Scotch Plains
council supported Fanwood’s appli-
cation for a $50,000 state feasibility
study grant to research sharing police
dispatch and other emergency com-
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Fanwood Layoff Discussions
munications with Scotch Plains.

Multiple requests were given by
residents to take a closer look at spend-
ing within the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE), which
currently receives 20 percent of its
funding from Fanwood.

Mayor Mahr said the council has a
limited voice within the BOE, and it
has done everything within its power
to cut the budget.

Concerns over the merger of librar-
ies between Fanwood and Scotch
Plains were discussed, and the mayor
put rumors of a new library building
to rest after she stated that there are
no plans to build a new facility.

The merger between the two towns
was suggested. Robert Manduca, a
borough resident and Republican can-
didate for borough council, said, “Ur-
ban Democrats in Trenton are mak-
ing decisions about what to do with
Fanwood’s money.”

Resident Daniel Zucker added, “I
think it is obvious that the fate of
Fanwood is to end up a part of Scotch
Plains.”

Garwood Resident
Takes His Own Life

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – A Garwood man
plunged to his death, earlier this
month, off the Victory Bridge, leav-
ing behind no note.

Michael Slekitis, 51, jumped off
the bridge, which connects Perth
Amboy and Sayreville, on the morn-
ing of Thursday, July 3.

Sayreville Detective Jeremy Berry
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that Mr. Slekitis had left his
white Ford Taurus running on the
northbound side.

A motorist witnessed the jump and
called police shortly after 6 a.m. that
morning. According to Detective
Berry, Police reviewed a tape from a
nearby Hess Refinery that showed a
splash in the Rahway River at roughly
6:08 a.m.

Other than the caller, Detective
Berry said no one else was in the
“immediate area,” and no note was
left in the vehicle.

Police, firefighters and rescue-squad
officials searched the area by boat,
while New Jersey and New York State
Police scoped the water by helicopter.

Despite the extensive search, no
body was recovered until Saturday,
July 5, when fishermen discovered
the man near the Morgan Bridge,
which connects the Morgan section
of Sayreville to Old Bridge.

According to Detective Berry, the
body traveled an approximate dis-
tance of five miles. The river, he said,

dumps into a bay, and the tides, he
suspects, carried him to the Morgan
Bridge.

Once the body was recovered, po-
lice found a driver’s license in the
man’s wallet. The North Brunswick
medical examiner positively identi-
fied and confirmed him as Mr. Slekitis.

Detective Berry said an autopsy
was conducted to make sure that no
“foul play” occurred. The detective
could not confirm but “believed” that
Mr. Slekitis died on impact. The de-
tective said Mr. Slekitis’ injuries are
“consistent with the fall,” which he
estimated at between 90 and 120 feet.

Mr. Slekitis’ death is not the first of
its kind at Victory Bridge.

“Unfortunately, we do get jump-
ers,” Detective Berry said, adding that
about seven deaths a year occur at the
bridge.

Mr. Slekitis, a mail handler at the
Kilmer Center postal facility in
Edison, leaves behind his wife Marcia,
parents Raymond and Phyllis and sis-
ter Patty.

Darlene Reid, spokesperson for the
post office, said, “Our hearts and our
prayers go out to Mike’s family. He
was a valued member of the postal-
service family.”

Mr. Slekitis was buried Monday at
St. Helens Church in Westfield.

Reached on the phone, last Thurs-
day, Mr. Slekitis’ widow did not wish
to comment — except to say, “Michael
was very loved. He was a very caring
and likeable person. It’s a big loss.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MIND THE GAP…Norman Albert, county representative (right), addresses the
applicant’s planner, William Masters (left), during the cell tower application hearing
at the Cranford zoning board meeting on Monday night. An aerial photograph of the
area where the cell tower would be placed to close the gap in coverage is shown at the
far right. John Schmidt, the opposition’s attorney, sits in the foreground.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CITY OF WATER... Leader-Times reporter Christina M. Hinke captures a pair
of Venice, Italy’s elegant gondolas resting on a canal, July 3. She was invited by
the Italian Tourism Board to participate in a journalist trip to learn and write
about the city and the Po Delta of the Veneto region.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, July 7, Joyce Maxwell, 37,
of Jersey City was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at a Prospect Street
lot for contempt of court involving traf-
fic warrants from three municipalities.

The warrants included two from Jer-
sey City, with total bail of $1,000; two
from Kenilworth, with bail of $325,
and one from Cranford, with bail of
$80. Maxwell posted bail on all of the
warrants and was released.

Tuesday, July 8, police arrested Roy
Williams, 33, of Scotch Plains on an
outstanding Newark traffic warrant with
bail of $165, after conducting a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. Williams
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, July 10, Jesse Jenkins, 24,
of Linden was arrested on an outstand-
ing Roselle traffic warrant with bail of
$300 after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue near Windsor Avenue.
Jenkins was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 12, a resident of Can-
terbury Lane reported the theft of a
keepsake granite golf course marker
from his backyard. The marker had
been located there for four months.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 10, a resident of Essex

Road reported that someone damaged
his vehicle while it was parked in the
driveway. According to police, the dam-
age was valued at approximately $300.

Friday, July 11, a resident of
Shackamaxon Drive reported that some-
one damaged his vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house. According
to police, the damage was valued at
approximately $80.

Friday, July 11, Damarias Acevedo,
19, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, she was
processed and released.

Friday, July 11, Melissa Ellis, 25, of
Irvington was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Friday, July 11, Suburah Goldston,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, she was
processed and released.

Saturday, July 12, Alberto Paez, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, July 12, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported that someone
calls his house several times a day and
then hangs up.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 9, Paige J. Horn,

40, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting from a South
Avenue store. According to police, she
was processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Wednesday, July 9, Anthony G. Head,
37, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting from a South
Avenue store. According to police, he
was also charged with outstanding war-
rants out of Hillside, South Orange,
Union, Irvington, South Plainfield and
Fanwood. He was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail, authori-
ties said.

Friday, July 11, Hector L. Montes,
39, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Patterson warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Friday, July 11, Tangenay Sessoms,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Newark af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue.

Friday, July 11, two 15-year olds,
and one 16-year old Scotch Plains juve-
niles were arrested and charged with
the May 22 strong-arm robbery of a
Fanwood juvenile. According to po-

lice, they were processed and released
pending a court date at the family court
in Elizabeth.

Saturday, July 12, James H. Gordon,
39, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Fanwood,
Watchung, Irvington, Hillside,
Maplewood and Scotch Plains after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Saturday, July 12, Keith B. Ander-
son, 40, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with robbery, terroristic threats,
theft by unlawful taking after attempt-
ing to shoplift from a South Avenue
store. According to police, as he was
being detained by employees, he
punched an employee in the head and
picked up a knife. He is being held on
$60,000 bail at the Union County jail.

Sometime between Sunday, July 13,
at 7 p.m. and Monday, July 14, at 8:50
p.m. a resident in the 100 block of
Beech Avenue reported that someone
entered his unlocked vehicle while it
was parked in the driveway and re-
moved approximately 20 CDs.

Monday, July 14, Maximilia N.
DelNegro, 19, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains after a motor vehicle
stop on Second Street. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Tuesday, July 15, Jamee E. McCoy,
31, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Watchung
after a field investigation. According to
police, he was processed and released
to the Watchung Police Department.

Tuesday, July 8, a secretary of a
Springfield Avenue business reported
that someone removed three checks
totaling $125 and a wallet that was in a
purse on a counter. According to police,
the suspect attempted to use two credit
cards that were in the wallet but were
declined at the point of sale.

Tuesday, July 8, Devon J. Samaroo,
25, a homeless individual was arrested
and charged with defiant trespassing,
theft of movable property, lewdness,
criminal mischief and disorderly con-
duct after he was found bathing in a
public restroom. According to police,
he is being held on $4,500 bail.

Friday, July 11, Martin Santiago
3rd, 29, of Linden was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after being stopped for a
cracked windshield. According to po-
lice, a court date is set for Thursday,
July 24.

Friday, July 11, Dimone S. Floyd,
33, of Jersey City was picked up at the
Hudson County jail on outstanding
warrants out of Mountainside in the
amount of $581, Woodbridge in the
amount of $350 and Princeton for $250.

Applicant Closes Case
In Cell Tower Application

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — In the sixth hear-
ing for the cell tower application
before the Cranford zoning board on
Monday, the applicant’s attorney,
Gregory Meese, closed his case. At
the next meeting on August  25, John
Schmidt, the attorney representing
the residents opposed to the applica-
tion, will bring his expert witnesses
to the stand.

The applicant, SMSA Limited
Partnership, composed of Verizon,
AT&T and T-Mobile, seeks a use,
height and setback variance to place
the 120-foot monopole and an equip-
ment shelter at its base in a residen-
tial zone at the Cranford Swimming
Club located on County Park Drive
and bordering Westfield. It was an-
nounced last month that Sprint
dropped out.

Another variance was added to the
application on Monday. During Mr.
Schmidt’s address to the applicant’s
planner, William Masters, Mr.
Schmidt began reciting parts from
Cranford’s Master Plan. The plan
specifies that in a residential zone,
only one principal use is allowed per
site.

Board vice chairman Jeffrey Pis-
tol requested the board attorney add
this as another variance to the appli-
cation, since the tower would be a
second principal use should it erect
on the swim club property.

At the last meeting, Mr. Masters
said the shelter to house the tele-
communication companies’ equip-
ment will stay the same size “in case
of an additional carrier in the fu-
ture.” At the meeting this week he
amended his testimony, stating that
the size will be reduced by 360 square
feet to 2,400 square feet to account
for the loss of Sprint.

Mr. Masters said this does not
change the side-yard or front-yard
setbacks because the unit would sit
on the east side of the lot in an
interior side of the property.

He said the site is suited for a
telecommunications tower, citing
proximity to major traffic corridors,
such as Kenilworth Blvd. and Spring-
field Avenue, the size of the swim

club property, which he said is 3.02
acres, the proximity of the club to
Lenape Park, some 270-acres of open
land that is green acres property that
cannot be developed for residential
purposes, and a willing landlord. He
also said the landlord picked the spot
on the property where the tower
would sit.

Mr. Masters presented an aerial
photograph of the proposed area to
place the tower, and several posters
with photos showing simulations of
views with the tower in place.

The simulated photos depicted a
red helium balloon erected at the
approximate height where the tower
is proposed. Then he took the same
photograph and digitally added in a
tower where the balloon was shown.
His pictures were taken from areas
on Nomahegan Court, Springfield
Avenue, Lenape Park, the swim club
and Manatoa Circle in Westfield.

“It would have some negative im-
pact, but I don’t think it would be
substantial,” Mr. Masters responded
to Mr. Schmidt’s question of the
impact of the view of the tower from
a home.

Mr. Masters said “it’s possible the
view will change once the 14 trees
are removed.”

Mr. Masters also gave the board
photos showing a simulation of a
tree pole, a pole that is outfitted to
appear like a tree. Mr. Meese said
the applicant is willing to use a tree
pole should the board decide to ap-
prove the application and make that
a condition of approval.

“I believe this board can grant this
variance without substantial detri-
ment to the public good,” Mr. Mas-
ters said.

“Other than the park and Union
County College, I saw no other sites
that were more particularly suited
[to place the tower],” Mr. Masters
responded to a question from the
board.

Mr. Schmidt asked Mr. Masters if
the cell tower is an essential service
as described in the Master Plan and
Mr. Masters said he “agrees it is not
an essential service.”

About 35 residents were in atten-
dance, a drop from previous meetings.

Borough Residents React
To Arrest of Youth Director

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
parents reacted this week to the arrest
of Jason Hagg, the 35 year-old youth
director at Mountainside Gospel
Chapel.

Hagg was arrested and charged of
having a relationship with a 16-year-
old youth group member.

“I hope the girl is okay,” one parent
said. “I don’t like hearing things like
this, especially in my own commu-
nity.” This parent, and others, re-
quested that their names be withheld
from the story.

Hagg, a deliveryman with United
Rental in Piscataway, was arrested
July 7 at his job, by Mountainside
Police Detectives Andrew Huber, Jef-
frey Stinner and Michael Jackson,
Captain Richard Osieja said. The
Piscataway resident was released af-
ter making $100,000 bail.

Hagg is the son of the Chapel’s
Minister, Gregg Hagg. He is married
and is the father of young children.

Capt. Osieja said the charges are
proof that “the system works” when
it comes to having police officers at
the schools. In this case “a counselor
at the school (Governor Livingston
High School) told Officer Huber”
about Hagg’s relationship with the
girl after hearing about it from a stu-
dent. From there the investigation
began.

“The student who initially reported

the incident should be treated as a
hero,” another Mountainside parent
said. “He or she has potentially kept
other kids out of harm’s way.”

According to Capt. Osieja, Hagg is
accused of having sex with the teen-
age girl several times this past spring
at both his Piscataway residence and
at the Spruce Street chapel.

A spokesman for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office said the incident
is still under investigation by his of-
fice and explained that Mr. Hagg was
charged with second-degree assault
because he was in a position of au-
thority over the girl as the leader of
the youth group.

“The investigation continues, but
it’s especially egregious when some-
one in a position of authority takes
advantage of that role, particularly
when it happens within a church,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said in a statement.

Hagg was ordered by state Supe-
rior Court Judge John Triarsi to have
no contact with the girl or her family.
A preliminary hearing is set for
Wednesday, July 23, in Elizabeth.

Officials at Mountainside Gospel
Chapel could not be reached for com-
ment. Hagg’s attorney, Thomas Pavics
of Flemington, did not return mes-
sages left for him but he did tell the
Newark Star-Ledger that his client is
innocent and that he’s “looking for-
ward to the opportunity to be able to
prove that and clear his name.”

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A NUMBERS GAME... Fanwood Councilwomen Katherine Mitchell and Donna
Dolce and Councilman David Valian listen to audience members at last
Wednesday’s hearing on the borough’s municipal budget.

oped into residential properties.
The board, in its May 2006 rejec-

tion, had concluded that the applica-
tion did not meet the criteria for grant-
ing a “D” variance. However, Supe-
rior Court Judge Walter Barisonek, in
overturning the board’s decision a
year ago, found that the proposed use
of the subdivided property would in-
herently serve the public good with
residential use on one half of the
property and the provision of water
services on the other half. The two-
judge appeals panel, in its July 7
ruling, said its decision was based
substantially on Judge Barisonek’s
reasoning.

The zoning board’s next meeting
takes place on September 4.

Laura B. Mortkowitz for The Scotch plains-Fanwood Times
HOT WHEELS…The Fanwood Business and Professional Association and The
Cougar Club of New Jersey held Cruise Night on Tuesday in the municipal
parking lot at the entrance on LaGrande Avenue off Martine Avenue. The next
Cruise Night will be Tuesday, August 12.Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr’s

Letter to Borough Residents
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SP BOA

On behalf of the governing body of the
Borough of Fanwood, I wish to express
my sincerest gratitude to the more than
200 residents that attended the special
meeting on the 2008 municipal budget
held last week at Forest Road Park. The
mayor and council reached out to the
citizens to share their difficulties of pro-
ducing a budget, hear the opinions of the
general public and to open the lines of
two-way communication.

Residents who could not be present at
the special meeting sent letters, e-mails
and placed phone calls to express their
points of view on the budget and taxes.
Their concerns were taken into account
and did not fall on deaf ears.

The 2008 municipal budget has been
the most challenging in the recent his-
tory of Fanwood. Many factors have
contributed to the demanding nature of
this budget, ranging from the sky rocket-
ing utility costs, contractual obligations
with unions, decreases in state aid to
municipalities, unfunded mandates, a 4
percent cap on the tax levy, a sluggish
economy, tax appeals and increased pen-
sion contributions.

Your mayor and borough council have
heard loud and clear the pleas of the
taxpayers. We know you expect this gov-
erning body to be leaders, take a stand and
make the tough decisions in reducing the
2008 municipal budget. The council has
diligently worked since January on the
budget. I commend them for graciously
giving of their time and effort to formu-
late a fiscally conservative budget that
seeks to provide the citizens with services
and superior public safety. Over the few
last weeks, the focus has shifted to a
reduction of workforce and operating ex-

penses. Please understand that this is not
an easy conversation but a necessary dia-
logue. Actions to reduce the enormous tax
burden on residents must and will be taken.

The borough is extremely fortunate to
receive $425,000 in extraordinary-aid
funds from the State of New Jersey that
will go directly to reducing the tax levy. On
behalf of all the Fanwoodians, I would like
to personally convey deep appreciation to
Senator [Nicholas] Scutari, Assemblyman
[Jerry] Green and Assemblywoman
[Linda] Stender for their assistance in se-
curing extraordinary aid for the borough
and acting as advocates of Fanwood’s
right to receive its fair share of aid.

Fanwood is not unique; like so many
small communities across New Jersey, it
is in a budget crisis and examining all
areas to reduce the tax burden on
homeowners and businesses.

The governing body expects to make
final adoption of the 2008 municipal bud-
get in August. Residents should under-
stand that I clearly comprehend the direc-
tive from the residents to make reductions
and cut the municipal budget. Knowing
that the borough can control only 20 per-
cent of the tax bill, please see that I will
make the difficult decisions on the por-
tion over which I have power.

As Mayor of Fanwood, I am extremely
thankful that so many residents came to
the special meeting. It is rare to see, first
hand, democracy at work. The Borough
of Fanwood is a wonderful close-knit
community that came together to discuss
a problem. Please know that a solution is
in sight. Thank you again.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

Man Charged With
Luring 13-Year-Old Girl

Thursday, July 10, police arrested
Derek McDonough, 28, of Plainsboro
at his home on charges that he enticed
a 13-year-old Westfield girl into a sexual
relationship after meeting her on a so-
cial-networking site on the Internet.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed
to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
yesterday that McDonough had been
charged with sexual assault, luring and
enticing a child, endangering the wel-
fare of a child and criminal sexual
contact.

The teenager told authorities that
McDonough had contacted her on her
MySpace account approximately six
months ago and that within the last
month, the two had engaged in sexual
activity at various locations.

Captain Auchter said the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau
is conducting the investigation into the
matter. McDonough was being held on
$150,000 bail at the Union County jail.


