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In Cal Ripken 10s Semifinals
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a really nice stab and got to the base
to beat the runner. That was the game
right there. That could have been a
huge inning.”

Westfield Blue out hit the White, 8-
3. Roth and George Devanney each
singled and scored. Owen Murray
had an RBI single and Owen
Brancatella had an RBI. Oberman,
Colwell, Parker Hess, Justin Lin and
Dan Criscuolo had one hit apiece.

“We are doing a good job swinging
the bat. You can put a couple of hits
together and they come up and make
a play that takes you out of the inning.
They play defense as well as any 10-
year-old team you are going to find.
They have great athletes all over the
field. Their pitchers throw strikes.
They made the plays they needed to
make and we didn’t find the holes we
needed to find,” said Westfield Blue
coach Mike Murray.

In the top of the first, Blue had a
bases loaded situation but failed to
score. White answered with a run
when Rinaldi walked, stole second,
moved to third on a groundout and
scored on a wild pitch. In the pivotal
third, Roth singled and later scored
on Owen Murray’s single that loaded

the bases with no outs but Rinaldi’s
and Robertshaw’s defensive plays
squashed the rally.

“That was one where we find the
hole, we might change the game a
little bit,” said coach Murray.

White plated a run in the third
when Difilippo singled to bring home
Varakian and added another in the
fourth when Boutsikaris, who walked,
scored on a wild pitch. White’s fourth
run came in the fifth when Difilippo
singled and scored on Mele’s double
to center. In the sixth, Blue’s
Devanney and Lin hit back-to-back
singles. After a popup to second,
Devanney scored on Brancatella’s
roller back to the mound but Lin was
thrown out at third to end the game.

“They are a very well-coached
team. If we play 10 times, it’s prob-
ably 5-5 down the middle, so I’m just
happy to get out of here with a win,”
commented coach Rinaldi.

Justin Lankler and Liam Loughlin
also participated for the Blue, while
Devin Anderson, Hopper Murray,
Ethan Smith and Chris Varano par-
ticipated for the White.
Westfield Blue 001 001 2
Westfield White 101 11x 4

Westfield White 10s Win
District 12 Championship

DISTRICT 12 CHAMPS…The Westfield White 10-year-old team won the Cal
Ripken District 12 Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Devin
Anderson, Christopher Boutsikaris, Hopper Murray, Brett Robertshaw, Nick Mele
and Vincent Difilippo; second row, Thomas Summers, Scott Tupper, Eric Varakian,
Christopher Rinaldi, Christopher Varano and Ethan Smith; back row, Coaches
Rich Varakian, Mike Varano, Glenn Anderson, Joe Rinaldi and Vin Difilippo.

The Westfield White 10-year-old
team finished the Babe Ruth Tourna-
ment with an unblemished 5-0 record
and captured the District 12 title after
defeating South Orange-Maplewood
(SOM), 2-1, in seven innings in the
championship game.

Chris Rinaldi pitched four shutout
innings, allowing just three hits.
Westfield’s defense prevented poten-
tial scoring threats. In the first inning,
shortstop Nick Mele made a nice stab
of a one hopper to force the runner at
second. In the second inning with the
bases loaded, second baseman Eric
Varakian snagged a sizzling grounder
to end the inning.

Westfield scored once in the fourth
by using heads-up base running. After
Chris Boutsikaris and Devin Ander-
son singled, Tommy Summers hit the
ball down the third base line and forced

a wild throw to first, allowing
Boutsikaris to score from second.

Mele relieved in the fifth inning.
With a man on second and one out,
Mele struck out the batter and catcher
Difilippo fired to third baseman
Anderson to nail the runner trying to
steal.

In the sixth, the SOM batter hit a
home run over the right-centerfield
fence to tie the game. Mele then held
SOM scoreless in the top of the sev-
enth with the aid of a heads up play by
Summers. In the bottom of the sev-
enth, Difilippo doubled to left center.
Mele then followed with an RBI bloop
single to score Difilippo with the win-
ning run.

Westfield now advances to the state
tournament in Mount Olive. The team
is chronicling its adventures on its
blog…westfield10white.blogspot.com.

footsteps across home plate in the
second inning. Mark Nies (2 singles,
run scored) opened the door with a
single to left. Neil Kaufman reached
first on a force out and Simo singled.
Monaco drilled an RBI double,
Barba’s confusing chopper loaded the
bases, Dayton lashed his two-run
single and Walsh whacked his two-
run triple. DiFazio brought Walsh
home with his double over second.

As the Roofers approached the plate
in the third, Straniero shouted, “We
got to hit. That’s why we are losing.”

Nobody listened!
Simo made the score 7-1 with his

solo blast to center in the bottom of
the third and DiFazio added an RBI
single in the fourth.

After stringing together five straight
“zero” innings, Straniero pleaded,
“Guys! We got to get 3,4 more runs

now,” as Deegan came to bat in the
sixth. Kevin Woodring, who pre-
vented two Investors from scoring in
the fourth inning with a superb slid-
ing catch in center, and Straniero
slapped back-to-back singles, Matt
Walsh lofted an RBI sac fly and
Kuchar made the score 8-3 with his
RBI double.

The Investors added more cushion
with four runs in the eighth. John
Lehberger, Nies and Simo singled.
Monaco’s fielder’s choice resulted in
Lehberger scoring and all base run-
ners being safe. Barba followed with
an RBI sac fly and the final two runs
scored when Dayton’s grounder to
short was muffed.

The Roofers went down silently in
the ninth.
Deegan 100 000 200 3
Investors 061 100 04x 12

Westfield Blue Takes
North Edison by Storm

The defending champion Westfield
Blue Storm 12U girls softball team
won the North Edison tournament on
June 29 after a 2-0 shutout against
Sparta in the title game. Westfield
finished the tournament with a 4-0
record.

In Game 1, the Blue Storm crushed
Livingston, 12-1. Pitcher Lauren
Schmeider struck out eight, while
walking only one over four innings.
Emily Mastrocola had four RBI. Cali
Chambliss came on in relief to finish
off Livingston.

The Blue Storm nipped Metuchen,
3-1, in Game 2. Pitcher Elena Scarano
went the distance. Chambliss and Julia
Diamantopoulos each came up with
big RBI hits.

In Game 3 of pool play, the Blue
Storm topped Howell, 12-0. Scarano

went the distance, striking out five,
while walking only two. Allie
McBrearty, Chrissy Mosco and
Michelle Kostyack all had multiple-
hits. Catcher Lizzie Fox nailed all three
runners who attempted to steal on her.

Against Sparta, Schmeider went
the distance, striking out four, while
walking just one. In the third inning,
Chrissy Ferraro walked and stole sec-
ond. McBrearty ripped an RBI triple
and later scored on a wild pitch. Short-
stop Mastrocola grabbed three
grounders in the final inning to slam
the door. Second baseman Julia
Criscouolo and first baseman Mosco
provided much of the game’s defense.

Coaches Anthony Mastrocola, Gary
Fox, Mark Scarano and Chet Mosco
were pleased with the girls’ perfor-
mance.

Westfield Blue Storm U12 girls softball team
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Invite Kathy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Kathy Alagna

Call For
More Information!

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD . . . Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This
magnificent custom 4,000 square foot. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by
Ralph Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms,
4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces,
oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended
Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great Room with fireplace and
custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in
closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent
appointments.  $1,895,000.  MLS # 2543144
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OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/13  1-5 PM
209 Scotch Plains Avenue

WESTFIELD. . .Exceptional value for this lovingly maintained gracious 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath
Colonial with a spacious floor plan, hardwood floors in most rooms, Eat-In-Kitchen with a
Butler’s Pantry, wood burning fireplace in Living Room, sunny first floor Family Room, Formal
Dining Room, large bedrooms, full basement and oversized 2 car garage. New York
transportation, schools and picturesque downtown Westfield are all close. View this terrific
home at www.seetheproperty.com/38094. $469,000. DIRECTIONS: W. Broad to S. Scotch
Plains Avenue #209.  MLS # 2543010
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Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $2,995,000.  WSF0065

Fanwood…Charming storybook colonial in move-in condition. 3 BR, 1 ½ BTHS. Many
improvements: new furnace, wndws, roof, landscp, drvwy, fence, brk patio. Beau décor,
w/ built-ins, archways, hardwood flrs,  Quaint screen porch. Rec Rm. Close to town,
park and transportation.      $499,900.  WSF0498

Open House: Sun. July 13th, 1-4PM • 808 Lawrence Avenue

Open House: July 13th 1-4PM • 178 Herbert Avenue


