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SIMO HOMERS, SCORES 3 RUNS; WALSH 2-RUN TRIPLE

Investors Rip Deegan Roofers
In SP A Division Softball, 12-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Investor Savings kept right on the
tail of A Division leader Samila’s
Pizza with a 12-3 victory over Deegan
Roofing in the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League action at Farley Field
in Scotch Plains on July 2. Last year
Samila’s Pizza, under the name of the
Outsiders, beat out the Investors for
the A Division title.

“If we be selective at the plate, we
can beat them,” said Investors’ Steve
Barba about his team’s quest to over-
take Samila’s group of very talented
power hitters.

Against the Roofers, the 13-3 In-
vestors totaled 15 hits and banked on
the power of Todd Simo, a former

New Providence High School base-
ball standout pitcher (1997-99 –
Group 1 State champs in 1998). Simo
paid dividends with a solo home run,
a pair of singles and three runs scored.
Tim Walsh cashed in with a two-run
triple and Brian Dayton (2-for-4, run
scored) delivered a two-run single.
Joe DiFazio contributed an RBI
double and an RBI single, and Emidio
Monaco donated an RBI double, a
single and two runs scored. Walsh at
third base, Dayton in center and
DiFazio at second also proved they
still had the right stuff defensively.

Ageless Tom Straniero led the
Roofers with a triple, a single and
two runs scored. Veteran Mike
Kuchar cracked an RBI double and a

single, and Matt Betau poked a pair
of singles.

Straniero gave the Roofers a 1-0
lead in the top of the first after lacing
his triple and scoring on Damon
Roth’s sacrifice fly to right.

“Let’s get 3,4,5 runs back! Let’s
win the inning,” suggested Barba as
the Investors strutted in to bat.

After Deegan pitcher Richie Johns
used only three pitches to retire the
Investors, there was a feeling of ac-
complishment.

“Three! Can’t do any better than
that! That was a tough inning,” said
Johns, while grinning.

His next inning was tough, how-
ever, as the Investors deposited six

ROBERTSHAW TURNS CRUCIAL DOUBLE PLAY IN 3RD

WF White Nips WF Blue, 4-2,
In Cal Ripken 10s Semifinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield White cashed in on a pair
of walks followed by wild pitches and
got a key double play at the right time
to nip the Westfield Blue, 4-2, in the
semifinals of the Cal Ripken District
12 10-year-old tournament at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains on July 5.

Effective pitching and some sensa-
tional defensive plays determined the
direction of the game. At a time when
Westfield Blue had a run across and
the bases loaded with no outs,
Westfield White shortstop Christian
Rinaldi came up with a fine force out
at home and third baseman Brett
Robertshaw followed with the key
unassisted double play to kill Blue’s
bid for a breakout inning.

Westfield White first baseman Chris
Boutsikaris robbed Blue’s Owen
Colwell of an extra base hit that would
have led to runs in the first inning.
Boutsikaris and Rinaldi effectively
put their gloves to work in the second
inning and catcher Nick Mele gunned
down a runner heading for second in
the fourth inning. Westfield Blue
catcher Will Stern gunned down a
runner in the first inning and
centerfielder Rowen Oberman made
a spectacular twisting grab at the fence
in the third inning to rob Mele of an
RBI extra base hit.

Blue’s pitching staff of Tyler Roth

and Oberman held the White to just
one hit in the first four innings before
White added two more in the fifth.
Vincent DiFilippo accounted for a
pair of singles, a run scored and an
RBI, and Mele had an RBI double
and walked once. Rinaldi walked
twice, stole a base and scored once.
Eric Varakian and Boutsikaris, who
walked, each scored once. Scott
Tupper and Thomas Summers also

walked once.
“Credit to them! We have been

hitting the ball great all year and they
really shut us down. Tyler Roth and
Rowen Oberman did a phenomenal
job pitching,” said Westfield White
coach Joe Rinaldi. “We didn’t have
an answer for them but our defense
rose to the occasion. That double play
in the third inning, Robertshaw made
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So. Orange/Maplewood Stops
SPF Gold 10s in Seventh, 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A very good fundamentally sound
baseball South Orange/Maplewood
(SOM) baseball team never stopped
fighting and capitalized on Scott
Harvey’s RBI single in the seventh
inning to seize a 2-1, victory over a
well-schooled Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Gold baseball team
in the semifinals of the Babe Ruth/
Cal Ripken League District 12 Tour-
nament at Booth Field in Scotch Plains
on July 5.

“We try and put the bat to the ball
immediately and put pressure to the
defense as quickly as possible, often
and early. That’s my mantra in the
dugout. With Matt Heath on the
mound we figured we could score a

couple of runs. We had our chances;
bases loaded a couple of times, extra
innings there, what can you do,” said
SPF Gold Head Coach Jason
Weisholtz.

The young Raiders did put the bat
on the ball to total nine hits.
Centerfielder George Leightling
brought home the lone run with an
RBI sacrifice fly ball. Julian Iarussi,
Jason Weisholtz and Anthony
Porchetta each battered a pair of
singles. Matt Heath, AJ Bonadies and
Tyler O’Brien also tapped singles.

Heath, the Gold starting pitcher,
tossed a four-inning one-hitter to keep
the Villagers at bay, notching five
strikeouts, walking one and hitting a
batter. Iarussi relieved in the fifth,
yielded a hit, struck out one, walked

one and hit a batter. Porchetta fin-
ished with a three-hitter, fanned one,
walked three and hit a batter.

Defensively, Leightling made a fine
catch in center field. Connor
McSherry snagged a steaming line
drive at first and Matt Scariatti halted
a scoring threat with a great running
grab in right field in the fifth. O’Brien
made a running catch in right and
Weisholtz, at second, saved two runs
with a great play.

“When Heath is pitching, our de-
fense is out there with Tyler O’Brien
at third, Porch at short, Bryce at sec-
ond and usually Julian (Iarussi) or
Connor McSherry playing first. When
you have that kind of fundamentally
solid defense, you’re in every single
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Westfield Blue’s George Devanney slides safely into third as Westfield White third
baseman Brett Robertshaw watches the ball roll into foul territory. Robertshaw pulled off an unassisted double play in the
third inning to kill a Westfield Blue rally.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECTACULAR PLAY AT SECOND…Investors Saving second baseman Joe DiFazio, while lying on his back, throws in
time to shortstop Jon Lehberger to complete the force play on Deegan’s Kevin Woodring.
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B & G Properties Presents:
The Manor Homes of Clark Street In Westfield

Featuring 4,000 square feet with 4/5 Bedrooms, 4/5 Baths, 210’ deep lot.  Walk to all Westfield amenities.

$1,659,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 13th • 1-4pm
706 Clark Street, Westfield

$1,759,000
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Westfield’s Manor Park,

a Picture Perfect Neighborhood

Welcome home to an enchanting center entrance Colonial. From curbside
this home boasts pride of ownership.  The delightful appearance beckons
the most discerning person.  A living room accented with wood burning
fireplace and bordered by two leaded glass windows. A sizeable formal
dining room, bright open family room, powder room, and a new gourmet
eat in kitchen complete this floor plan.  The second floor includes three
bedrooms and bath and a finished basement offers office, rec-room, and
laundry room. The quaint backyard includes a custom deck, vegetable
garden, and detached 1 car garage.  Notables include CAC, hardwood
floors, and new windows.  Conveniently located, this lovely house is

near town and NYC transportation. Offered for $499,000.
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