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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Stay-at-Home Dad Cohen
Makes National, Int’l News

Rotary Awards $92,000
to College-Bound Students

Mountainside Students
At G.L. Receive Awards

Saint Bartholomew Holds
First Commencement

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ro-
tary Club Foundation presented 22
local college-bound students with
scholarship money totaling $92,000,
at the organization’s annual scholar-
ship luncheon held Tuesday, June 3,
at the Westfield Area YMCA. Mark
Zenobia, chairman of the
foundation’s scholarship committee,
presided over the presentations with
the selection committee, comprised
of Rotarians Elizabeth Ensslin, vice-
chair, Alison Brafman, Mary Ellen
O’Boyle, Roger Love, Ronald
Hutchinson and Nancy Jackson. Cri-
teria for consideration, according to
Mr. Zenobia, are based on academic
achievement, service to the commu-
nity and financial need.

Edred Shen, who is chairman of the
foundation board, said that nearly $2
million was awarded to Westfield
scholars since the inception of the
scholarship fund in 1923. He said,
“Rotary’s group of scholarships are
financed by proceeds from the club’s
annual pancake breakfast, other
fundraisers during the year, and a
managed fund comprised of dona-
tions and bequests by Rotarians, their
families and friends. The club’s foun-
dation also administers several schol-
arships on behalf of the community-
based Westfield Foundation.”

Executive Director of the Westfield
Foundation Elizabeth Chance, pre-
sented her organization’s top two
scholarships in memory of Charles
and Florence Wallace, totaling
$15,000 each over the course of four
years. The scholarships went to Ariel
Mone, who will attend the University
of Scranton; and to Angela Kerins,
who will attend the College of New
Jersey.

Jessica Anderson was presented
with the Rotary Club Foundation’s
largest award – a $10,000 four-year
scholarship. She will attend Ithaca
College.

Two $5,000 scholarships in
memory of Harry Sturcke, a Rotarian
for 69 years and major donor to the
Rotary Foundation, went to Christina
Obiajulu, who will attend Swarthmore
College; and to Ioanna Protogiannis,
who plans to attend William Paterson
University.

Two $2,500 scholarships, also in
memory of Mr. Sturcke, were awarded
to Elizabeth Shannon, who is enroll-

ing at Drexel University, and to Maya
Pincus, who will attend Oberlin Col-
lege.

Ms. Chance presented Kristen
Koepfler, who will attend Quinnipiac
University, with The Westfield
Foundation’s Chester Gerdes Schol-
arship valued at $3,000.

Elise Colasanti, who plans to at-
tend Muhlenberg College, received a
total of $3,000 from a combination of
the Linda Read Health Sciences
Scholarship and Rotary-Special
Scholarship. Pamela Read, daughter
of the late Robert Read, a long-time
Rotarian and former club president,
who funded the scholarship, presented
the award. Ms. Read also presented
the Robert and Winifred Read Law
Scholarship valued at $2,000 to
Catherine Cognetti who will attend
Loyola University of Maryland.

Tianyou Xu, who will attend New
York University, and Craig Cognetti,
who will attend Seton Hall Univer-
sity, are recipients of Charles and
Florence Wallace Scholarships val-
ued at $2,500 each. Ms. Chance made
their presentations.

The Weyman Steengrafe Scholar-
ship in honor of a former Rotary Club
president and Rotary District 7510
Governor valued at $2,500 was
awarded to Sean Sullivan, who will
attend the University of Vermont.

The Rotary’s $2,000 Emerson Tho-
mas Scholarship was awarded to
Jaclyn Kirna, who will attend
Bucknell University.

The following scholarships valued
at $2,500 each were also awarded.
The William Holstein Scholarship to
Christine Tolias, Cornell University;
the G.H. Pollack Scholarship to
Alannah Suchomel, Christopher New-
port University, and the Tx Ewan
Scholarship to Christina Cognetti, the
University of Scranton.

Other awards at the $2,500-level
are: the D. Schneider Scholarship to
Brittany VanSickle, University of
Delaware; the H. B. Longshore Schol-
arship to Reece Weiner, Stevens In-
stitute of Technology; the Steven
Keimig Scholarship to Elizabeth
Harbaugh, Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity; the Isabella Dodds Scholarship
to Samantha Luscombe, Drew Uni-
versity, and the Jimmy Coventry
Scholarship to Samuel Johnson, Uni-
versity of Massachusetts.

MOUNTAINSIDE – A number of
Mountainside students received
awards and scholarships from Gover-
nor Livingston High School at its
48th Annual Recognition Program.

Peter Baniuszewicz was awarded
the Union County Counselor’s Asso-
ciation Scholarship and the Governor
Livingston Class of 1973 Scholarship.

Sara Boyle received the Blanche
M. and George L. Watts Scholarship.

Allen Chiconelli received the Tricia
DeRosa Memorial Award.

Katrina Degado, Thomas DeJianne,
Paige Gieger, Erin McGee,
Gwendolyn Perrin and Katelyn
Spadaccini each received the Gover-
nor Livingston PTO Scholarship.

Peter DeJianne was given the
Jonathan Gross Memorial Scholar-
ship.

Andrew DeRose received the Ryan
Patrick Faella Memorial Trust Schol-
arship.

Meghan Eichner was awarded the
Highlander Booster Club Scholar-
ship.

Bridget Greeley received the Ro-
tary Club of Mountainside Scholar-

ship and the Junior League of
Elilzabeth-Plainfield Scholarship.

Trevor Hain was presented with
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion Frederick Rosentiehl Memorial
Scholarship and the Mountainside
Lions Club Scholarship.

Nicole Heersema received the Jo-
seph J. Sott Memorial Mathematics
Scholarship and the Dawn Ciasulli
Memorial Theater Arts Scholarship.

Sasha Lipton was awarded the Jun-
ior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Scholarship and a bronze medallion
from the Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Award on behalf of the
President’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation.

Elena Lopez was given the Ameri-
can Dream Scholarship sponsored by
Commerce Bank.

Dawn Ciasulli received the Memo-
rial Theater Arts Scholarship.

Ashleigh Osieja was awarded the
Mountainside Education Association
Scholarship.

Michael Saldida received the
Mountainside Rotary Club Scholar-
ship.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Saint
Bartholomew Academy held its com-
mencement ceremony for the Class
of 2008 on Friday, June 13. This
year’s 21 graduates comprise the first
graduating class of the newly recog-
nized academy.

Following the processional, par-
ents, grandparents, family members,
friends, staff and faculty joined to-
gether in a tribute to America in song
and prayer. Reverend John J. Paladino
welcomed the attendees and cel-
ebrated the merit of the graduates. He
thanked parents for their sacrifices
and expressed his appreciation to the
principal, faculty and staff who have
supported the students toward achiev-
ing a laudable Catholic education.

Sister Louise, in her last commence-
ment address as principal of Saint
Bartholomew Academy, said, “It is
here, in this place, that you have wor-
shipped as a community of faith, of-
fering one another support and love
as you grew and matured.” She re-
minded the graduates that, as stu-
dents, they entered Saint
Bartholomew Academy in a “frontier
land.” The students journeyed through
their primary and intermediate years
of education learning, discovering and
exploring paths to persevere. Sister
Louise urged the graduates to hold on
to the “3 R’s” – respect, responsibil-
ity and right judgment. Their princi-
pal compelled them to “Go. Make a
difference” in their communities.

The graduates for the 2007-2008
academic school year are: Blair Eliza-
beth Bamrick, Sabine N. Cardio,
Geoffrey Justin Chmura, Noah Aaron
Cummings, Francis Edward Degnan,
Matthew John Donaway, Loren A
Franco, Domenic V. Gubernat, An-
thony Charles Krajcsik, Mary Eliza-
beth Leahy, Anthony Joseph
Livingstone, Edward Daniel Lopez,
Corinne Marie Luongo, Keith A.
Monteiro, Daniel Quinton, Chanise
A. Roberson, Amanda Lauren Searls,
Ananya Sen Gupta, Mary Stephanie
Soorial, Megan Elizabeth Trollo and
Kurtis E. Walcott.

Saint Bartholomew Academy also
presented graduation awards. For
General Excellence, monetary gifts
of $200, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew and IHM Rosary Altar
Society, were awarded to Ananya Sen
Gupta, Amanda Searls and Mary
Soorial. For Excellence, monetary
gifts of $150, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew Holy Name Society
were awarded to Sabine Cardio, An-
thony Krajcsik and Anthony
Livingstone. For High Honors, mon-
etary gifts of $100, donated by Saint
Bartholomew Academy Home School
Association, were awarded to Blair
Bamrick, Francis Degnan, Mary
Leahy and Daniel Quintin. Creative
Writing Awards, monetary gifts of
$50, given by Helen Boguszewski in
memory of Betsy and Tom Orr, were
awarded to Ananya Sen Gupta and
Mary Soorial. The Christian Disciple-
ship Award, a monetary gift of $100
in memory of Father Vincent Sprouls,
was awarded to Edward Lopez. The
Christian Discipleship Award, a mon-

etary gift of $100 in memory of Peggy
Farrell, was awarded to Mary Leahy.
The Religious Teachers Filippini
Founders Award, a monetary gift of
$100 each, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew Knights of Columbus,
was awarded to Sabine Cardio and
Anthony Krajcsik. The Emily Clark
Scholarship, a monetary gift of $250
each, which is funded by an anony-
mous benefactor of the academy, was
awarded to Corinne Luongo and
Megan Trollo. The Kenneth
Grabowski Science Scholarship, a
monetary gift of $250, donated by
Maria Grabowski in memory of her
late husband Kenneth Grabowski, was
awarded to both Anthony Livingstone
and Amanda Searls.

Blair Bamrick received the Mother
Seton High School Seton Scholar and
the Union Catholic Academic schol-
arships. Sabine Cardio was acknowl-
edged as a Mother Seton High School
Seton Scholar. Domenic Gubernat
received a Roman Catholic Scholas-
tic Olympics scholarship. A Mother
Seton High School Caritas scholar-
ship was awarded to Mary Leahy.
Keith Monteiro received three schol-
arships. He was presented with a
Roman Catholic Scholastic Olym-
pics award, a Saint Joseph High
School academic scholarship and a
Seton Hall Preparatory scholarship.
Amanda Searls was awarded a Mother
Seton High School Caritas scholar-
ship. Three scholarships were pre-
sented to Ananya Sen Gupta. In addi-
tion to receiving a Mother Seton High
School Caritas scholarship and a
Union Catholic academic award,
Ananya was acknowledged with a
Roman Catholic Distinguished Honor
scholarship. Mary Soorial was
awarded with both a Mother Seton
High School Elizabeth Seton Scholar
scholarship, as well as a Roman
Catholic Scholastic Olympics award.
Megan Trolls received a scholarship
from Saint Bartholomew Athletics.
The Saint Bartholomew Academy
graduating class of 2008 received a
total of $75,900 in scholarship awards.

The ceremony concluded as the
graduates paid tribute to their par-
ents. Each graduate presented their
parents with a rose, and words of
appreciation and love. Following the
closing prayer, offered by Father
Paladino, the graduates collectively
departed the auditorium where the
principal, church pastor, faculty and
staff extended their congratulations
and best wishes.

By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – When it’s time to do
the shopping and the cooking and
take the kids to and from school,
Caleb Cohen of Fanwood does it.

For the past seven years, Mr. Cohen
has been a stay-at-home dad, taking
care of his sons, Joshua, 7, and Sam,
3, while his wife, Lucinda Cohen,
goes to work. He does everything that
is needed, from running errands to
cooking and cleaning.

He also gets to spend the day play-
ing with Sam, who is too young to go
to school.

“I get to build Hot Wheels tracks
and play with Legos all day,” he added.

Before the Cohens had children,
they had made the decision that one
of them needed to stay home to raise
their children. They had decided
against using daycare.

“We believe that the parents should
be the primary caregivers,” Mr. Cohen
said. “We decided that I would stay
home. My wife has a Ph.D in chem-
istry, and I had a bachelor’s [in com-
puter science], but she had a much
better career potential than I did.”

Although the concept of a stay-at-
home dad was more rare when Mr.
Cohen first became one, things are
beginning to change.

Despite the fact that he’s not “as
readily accepted” at playgrounds by
stay-at-home moms, “this has
changed a lot of the past seven years,”
he said. “It was more of a rejection,
and today, it’s not as difficult.”

Since moving to Fanwood a year
ago, Mr. Cohen has been on the look-
out for other stay-at-home dads. When
the family lived in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
Mr. Cohen had established a
playgroup with eight other stay-at-
home fathers.

Another sign that tides are turning
came in the form of ABC and Japa-
nese Public Broadcast (NHK). Both
shows were interested in Mr. Cohen’s
role as a stay-at-home father, locating
him because of his activity on websites
and message boards that discuss the
phenomenon.

Three months ago, the NHK show
“New York Streets” came to Fanwood
to film Mr. Cohen and his family for
three days. The purpose was “to in-
troduce the Japanese audience to the
stay-at-home-dad phenomenon in the
United States,” according to Mr.
Cohen.

The Japanese camera crew even
followed Mr. Cohen to Stop & Shop.

“They were astonished,” he said.
“The producer came to me and said,
‘You cook? We have to film that! You
shop, too?’”

The NHK show aired in Japan on
June 19. On June 12, ABC sent a
camera crew to follow Mr. Cohen for
six hours. It aired as a two-minute
piece June 15 on ABC World News,
just before Father’s Day weekend.

He was recognized from the piece
after it aired. A woman stopped him
when he was taking Joshua to school.
She asked him if he really enjoyed
being a stay-at-home parent, and when
he said he did, she confessed that she
would rather be working.

“I believe I have the best job in the
world, and I would do it again in a
heartbeat,” Mr. Cohen said.

During the recent heat wave, when
schools were closed, Mr. Cohen did
something special. “I packed the kids
up, and we went to the beach,” he
said. “And that’s a luxury you don’t
have with a regular job.”

Mr. Cohen is looking to network
with other stay-at-home dads and can
be contacted by e-mail at
athomedad@hail2pitt.org.

Local Army Sergeant
Mobilized for Duty

Army Reserve Sgt. Fred W. Doane
has been mobilized and activated for
deployment overseas to a forward
operating base in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. Mr. Doane, a
military police member with eight
years of military service, is normally
assigned 340th Military Police Com-
pany, Flushing, N.Y.

Mr. Doane is the son of Mariel and
Ethridge Doane of Cranford and a
1997 graduate of Cranford HS.

FLAGS FLYING…Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman, left, Alex Mirabella
of Fanwood and Freeholder Rayland Van Blake of Plainfield hand American flags
to the crowd during the 85th Annual Central Jersey July 4th Parade and
Celebration in Plainfield on Independence Day.

WF Students Receive
UNICO Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of UNICO awarded scholar-
ships to four Westfield High School
students. These scholarships were
based on academic achievement, lead-
ership and character.

The recipients include Michael
Melillo, Samantha Luscombe,
Kristian Wendel and Jorie Richlin-
Zack. Michael will attend The Col-
lege of New Jersey and is planning to
pursue a degree in business manage-
ment. Samantha will attend Drew Uni-
versity and will pursue a degree in
psychology. Kristian, a member of
the National Honor Society, will at-
tend St. Francis University to further
her interest in physical therapy. Jorie
will study business administration at
Syracuse University.

UNICO, the largest Italian-Ameri-
can service organization in the United
States, awards scholarships at
Westfield High School annually. It
also contributes to various charities
and donates money towards cancer
research and mental health disorders.


