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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

The recent passage of legislation to
authorize $3.9 billion in new state debt
to construct schools without voter con-
sent  is the latest example of how events
in Trenton have attempted to undermine
the authority of New Jersey citizens.

Building modern and safe schools is
an admirable policy, however the Corzine
administration’s methods for financing
this construction shows a fundamental
contempt for the voters of this State.

Our State Constitution was written to
empower the people – not politicians,
judges or special interests – with the
discretionary power to determine the ne-
cessity of further debt.

Unfortunately, State Supreme Court
decisions have eroded this bedrock prin-
ciple over time, permitting the state to
issue debt that is backed solely by appro-
priations through the creation of so-called
“independent” authorities that have only
those funds that the Legislature provides
in the annual state budget.

As a result of these decisions, only ten
percent of the current $38 billion debt
has actually been approved by tax-pay-
ing voters.

Governor Corzine seemingly recog-
nized that this reckless unapproved bor-
rowing had to be stopped, so he endorsed
a Republican proposal requiring all debt
be approved by the voters.

Despite claiming that he wanted to
“give voters the final say on new debt,
just like the Constitution intended,” a
mere six months after this statement, the
Governor and his Democrat allies in the
Legislature pushed through a bill to pro-
vide $3.9 billion in new spending for
school construction.

To spend almost four billion dollars
on any program is a major decision wor-
thy of voter approval; but to spend it on
a program with a documented history of

‘Events in Trenton Undermine
Authority of NJ Citizens’

waste, fraud and abuse makes the
Governor’s judgment in this matter even
more suspect.

Although Democrats claim to have
changed the school construction pro-
cess, they have made few fundamental
reforms to what has come to be regarded
as the most wasteful public works project
in the State’s history. Changing the sta-
tionary at the former Schools Construc-
tion Corporation and switching one set
of appointees for another is not real
reform.

No one has been held responsible for
the waste associated with the initial $8.6
billion school construction program. We
have a State Comptroller, an Inspector
General and an Attorney General, yet
among the three, none have been able to
hold a single person responsible for the
billions wasted on shoddy construction,
schools built on toxic sites and facilities
constructed at grossly inflated costs.

Given the appalling record of waste
and corruption that has characterized the
school construction program, Republi-
cans wanted to obtain the voters’ per-
mission to dip into $3.9 billion of their
tax money.

Republicans believe that determining
the best way to provide quality educa-
tion is a responsibility that falls on the
voters, especially when it comes to bor-
rowing their money.

Republican legislators, therefore, tried
to amend the school construction bill to
allow voters to have their say. Unfortu-
nately, not a single Democrat legislator
supported this proposition. Once again,
the New Jersey taxpayers will foot the
bill for this action not just now, but for
generations to come.

Sen. Thomas Kean
Westfield

Not Always Timely
News in Wisconsin

It’s been so nice to receive The Westfield
Leader timelier now than ever before.

We moved to Wisconsin because of
our ages, 90 and 91, 10 years ago, to be
near our son after we had lived in Westfield
since 1926. I went to Lincoln School and
my wife, Rose, went to McKinley school.
I graduated from Westfield High School
in 1934.

In the past, we would sometimes re-
ceive your paper 2-3 weeks after the
printed date. Occasionally issues of two
separate weeks would arrive at the same
time.

Last week we received the issue of
June 26 on June 31. Great! Please, con-
tinue to be as timely. We thank you.

Steve and Rose Arbes
Wisconsin

Doesn’t Roberts Rule of Order Apply
To Members of Freeholder Board?

While conducting my right to freedom
of speech during a public hearing before
Union County government passed a $438-
million budget, I was shouted at by elected
freeholders and harassed by county em-
ployees. I was warned several times by
the county counsel that I was breaking
their Roberts Rules of order.

These rules only apply to citizens.
County employees and elected officials
can harass citizens at will. Citizens are
given five minutes to speak and a county
police officer will stop you from speaking
if you go a second over. I have been
physically removed from freeholder meet-
ings several times for the crime of speak-
ing more than my allotted five minutes.

When a citizen sits down after making
a public comment, freeholders can rant on
using all the time they want to discredit
what was said as well as personally attack
the speaker. There is no recourse for the
citizen. It is no wonder that only one or
two citizens bother to attend freeholder
meetings even though county government
is responsible for about a quarter of our
property tax bills.

The county is spending over $1,199,000
per day. My hometown of Cranford is
forced to send the county over $1 million
every month. My family sends the county
approximately $3,000 every year. Yet
when citizens dare to question how this
money is being spent, they are harassed
and badgered.

American citizens should not accept
their government to behave this way.

The Union County Manager George
Devanney called me a liar during the
meeting as well as in a Westfield Leader
article, when I pointed out that his wife
was the Open Space Trust Fund adminis-
trator when the county contracted to give
a non-profit children’s museum $1 mil-
lion. (The county just ended the contract
for which taxpayers are out about half a
million dollars with no museum to show
for it.). I got my information from public
records and a Worrall newspaper article
dated May 20, 2004. It was explained that
representatives of the children’s museum
report to the county on a quarterly basis.
They must provide reports of what they
spent so the county can see if the money is
being spent in a way that is consistent with
the Open Space Trust fund.

“If they haven’t totally spent the
$250,000 yet, they’re not permitted to
come back to us for the next round of
funding,” the paper quoted Open Space
Trust Fund Administrator and wife of
county manager Angie Devanney as say-
ing.

It is an old political ploy to make a
detractor look angry and negative in order
to discredit your character and your facts.
Freeholder Sullivan employed this tactic.
He said my facts regarding county spend-
ing, and Senator Raymond Lesniak’s fam-
ily involvement in particular, was all per-
sonal because my husband is a former
county employee who was forced to sue
county government.

Mr. Sullivan stated that my husband
had cost the county $400,000 in legal
bills. What he didn’t bother to mention is
that it cost the county $400,000 in legal
bills because the county lost the case. My
husband was exonerated and this is a
matter of public record.

Many other county employees have
won law suits against the county in politi-
cally charged cases in recent years. Add
these all up and the cost to taxpayers is in
the millions with more cases still out-
standing. This is what happens when gov-
ernment is accountable to power brokers
and not to the people.

Freeholder Sullivan accused me of hav-
ing a Union County contract to sell adver-
tising for a Union County Alliance publi-
cation. The Government Records Coun-
cil, a county Superior Court Judge and an
Appellate Judge has ruled that the Union
County Alliance is an independent 501(c)3
corporation and not subject to the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) because “the
County of Union has no control over the
Alliance.”

Also that night during freeholder clos-
ing comments, when no one can dispute
them or add to the debate, was the Summit
Common Council’s recent resolution call-
ing for the districting of Union County
government instead of freeholders being
elected at-large. The Union County free-
holder board has been all Democratic for
10 years now. The election numbers show
that the Democrat voters from the cities
out vote others in the suburban towns.

For instance, Freeholder B.J. Kowalski
lives in Cranford, but she has never won
an election there, including her run for a
municipal council seat. According to the
county, Freeholder Kowalski was elected
to represent the people of Cranford,
Westfield, Mountainside, Summit, etc.

“I wish the people on the Summit Coun-
cil would get over it,” said Mr. Sullivan.

I bet he does. I wish everyone else will
get on with it.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Org.

Cranford

Thanks to the Westfield Baseball
League, Coaches and Volunteers

We would like to take this opportunity
to express our heartfelt thanks to the
Westfield Baseball League and all of the
coaches, teammates and parents that have
made our son’s two years playing base-
ball such a wonderful and memorable
experience.

As parents we make many decisions
regarding our kids – some routine and
some risky. While signing your son up for
baseball may seem like a routine deci-
sion, for us it was a difficult choice. Our
autistic son loves baseball, but we were
apprehensive about signing him up for a
team for fear of putting him in a position
where he would not be accepted by his
coaches, teammates or even the parents.
Last year we debated the pros and cons of
signing him up until it was past the regis-
tration deadline, as well as the opening
game. With all the negative stories you
hear about in the news – including one
recently where a coach was convicted of
bribing one of his little league players to
hit an autistic teammate with a ball prior
to a big game so that he could not play –
we were simply too conflicted to take the
chance.

Fortunately, a chance meeting with a
member of the Westfield Baseball League
Board convinced us to take the risk. The
League could have told us we were too
late and that we should register next year
but instead they went the extra mile. They
took our situation into consideration, al-
lowed him to register and found him a
great coach in Scott Kraus. Scott wel-
comed our son to the team – even seemed
excited to have him. He was enthusiastic,
positive and kept him involved in both
practices and games. In fact, moving him
to different positions was much more
nerve-racking for us than Scott, who al-
ways assured us that he would do fine. We
were so touched by how Scott embraced
our son that we have yet to delete the e-
mails he has written us about how much
he enjoyed having him on the team. He
even went out of his way to insist he be on
his team for a second year.

Because of the encouragement from
Scott and each of the Assistant Coaches
(Mike Smith, Mike Meola and Brian
Levine) over the last two years, our son

gained skills and confidence and learned
to love the game even more. He enjoyed
being part of the team so much that even
the possibility that a game would be can-
celed due to rain would disappoint him
for the entire day.

Of course the experience could not
have been so positive without the support
of all of his teammates and their parents.
Each of the players on the 2008 Twins
and 2007 Dodgers (both International
Leagues) helped our son improve, cheered
him on and, most importantly, treated
him as a valued member of the team.
Whether we were winning by many runs
or losing a playoff game in the bottom of
the 6th – his teammates and their parents
continued to be supportive and believed
he could contribute. All of the parents
should be proud of the compassion shown
by each of their children. Everyone truly
seemed happy to have him on the team,
which was something we had not antici-
pated.

While our son may have played his last
baseball game, we know that the connec-
tions he has made and the skills that he has
learned (baseball and otherwise) will be
invaluable to him as he overcomes the
challenges ahead.

We will forever remember and be grate-
ful to the Westfield Baseball League, the
coaches, teammates and parents for their
support and for enabling our son to have
a truly unforgettable experience, which
will always be cherished.

The Esler Family
Westfield

Big Blue Slams Its Fans;
Are Yanks, Mets, Jets Next?

Professional sports are fun, and there are many
loyal fans. The fans stand by their teams, win or lose
— shelling out hundreds of dollars to see a game, buy
shirts and mugs. The fans overlook the millions of
dollars being paid to the players and the profits of the
owners. The little guy even pays the taxes and builds
the stadiums for the big guys. Special income tax
laws also help out the big guys in professional sports.

So, it’s no wonder that season ticket holders of the
Giants are miffed. Most Americans would be more
than a little miffed, too, at the rich grabbing $1,000
to $20,000 more of their hard-earned cash. Which is
why Giants season ticket holders must be thrilled at
the opportunity to personally finance the new sta-
dium and help out the team’s oh-so-strapped owners,
Joe Mara and Steve Tisch.

Following a notification sent to all season ticket
holders on June 26, this is exactly what’s in store for
Giants fans. For many, this latest moneymaking
scheme will be the final straw that breaks the devoted
fan’s back:

The June 26 notification, sent lovingly via mass e-
mail, detailed the onset of Personal Seat Licenses
(PSLs) at Giants Stadium. We wonder what lawyer
came up with this name. The licenses consist of
buying the rights to purchase season tickets at the
stadium, scheduled to open in 2010. These “trumped-
up rights” (which, until this announcement, did not
exist) translate into hefty one-time fees for fans,
applicable on every seat in the stadium. Newsday put
it into housing terms: “PSLs are like buying a home

(the license) but also paying rent (the ticket).”
The PSL charges are between $1,000 for most

upper-level seats to $20,000 (for some of the lower-
level ones). According to The New York Times, the
Giants hope to bring in between $300 million to
$400 million from the licenses.

On the surface, perhaps it’s “good spin” of them to
say they’re asking the fans to finance the new sta-
dium. Except not all fans requested to build the
stadium, much less finance it. The owners wanted
the luxury boxes and the revenues from them. Sadly,
these baloney surcharges on loyal ticket-holders are
in effect a “weeding-out” process of the average Joe.

No longer able to cough up the sky-high prices and
license, many longtime fans — yes, those with blue
collars and beers in hand — will be forced to turn
away from their beloved teams with this announce-
ment. In their places will be the deep-pocketed elite,
sitting pretty in 2010’s new, shiny stadium sky box.

And it’s not just Giants fans. The Jets are consid-
ering the same measure, and rumor has it that the
Mets and Yankee owners have a similar measure up
their sleeve.

Who shall have access to live sports? It’s hard
enough now for a fan to come up with the cash for a
ticket, a pretzel, a hot dog and a beer. This new fee is
a butcher’s knife slitting the throat of every “average
Joe” in the stadium.

What’s next: a license to buy a license to buy a
license to buy a ticket?

It’s no longer “Big Blue.” It’s “Big Phew!”

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Case Study of Union County School
Superintendent Contracts

Progress of this newspaper’s study of liabilities
that New Jersey citizens face totaling over $100
billion can be found at goleader.com. See the link for
“SuperContracts” for the information and feedback
we have to date. Updates are made regularly.

Our approach narrows the review of the problem to
a more manageable level; and, as such, a Case Study
of Union County School Superintendent Contracts is
in progress.

This subject was chosen based on the appeal by
Department of Education Commissioner Lucille
Davy in her letter published in our June 5, 2008
edition. In light of abusive contracts that became
public knowledge, she asked the public to read
existing contracts.

Through an OPRA request, we obtained 23 of the
Union County school superintendent contracts. We
discovered three more superintendent’s contracts in
the county but have been told by Union County

Super-Superintendent Carmen Centuolo that “The
regulations specifically exclude charter schools from
contract review. See NJAC 6A: 23A 3.1(a).” At press
time, we were advised to OPRA the schools directly.

These contracts are for charter schools: Central
Jersey Arts Charter School, Queen City Academy
Charter School and Union County TEAMS (Tech-
nology, Engineering, Architecture, Math and Sci-
ence) Charter School.

Our objectives are “To understand the workings of
the pension system and contracts; enhance public
awareness and encourage corrective action; to re-
duce abuse and corruption while protecting the inter-
ests of legitimate workers and the taxpayers.”

The amount of information we gathered is under-
standably tedious and your perusal will take some
time. Nevertheless, your input is important.

Please follow the link on goleader.com to
“SuperContracts.”

SP-F Superintendent
Explains HS Principals

The following headline appeared in the
Thursday, July 3, 2008 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and, unfortunately, it is
incorrect – “Assistant Principal Position
Cut by BOE at SP-F High School.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education did not cut the position of
assistant principal. The position that was
cut was that of Athletic Director, Super-
visor of Health and Physical Education.

As of July 1, 2008, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will continue to
have three (3) assistant principals. With
the recent retirement of Assistant Princi-
pal Ron Upperman, I am pleased to share
with you that Robert Harmer, our former
Athletic Director, Supervisor of Health
and Physical Education, has accepted the
Assistant Principal Athletics position ef-
fective July 1,2008.

Working with Dr. David Heisey, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Principal,
and Randall Kanter, Director of Human
Resources, we have currently realigned
resources to ensure that all programs are
receiving proper services, guidance, and
leadership.

I fully understand that the headline
writer did not intend to report inaccu-
rately. Any help you can offer in correct-
ing the impression that this headline cre-
ated will be greatly appreciated.

Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.
Superintendent of SPF Schools

Is Parking Free After
Noontime in WF?

I read with interest the letter by Susan
Ruszala-Johnson about being ticketed for
parking in a permit space at the Westfield
Train Station at 4:44 p.m. on a Tuesday. It
is my understanding that drivers are free to
park in unused permit spaces after noon-
time. I believe I have seen this in print and
heard this in commercials promoting down-
town Westfield shopping. Would some-
one representing Westfield municipal gov-
ernment please clear this up for the public?

Pat Fox
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: Parking on the south
side train station lot in permit spaces is
free after noontime, but this is not so on
the north side lot.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved

BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in

women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conver-

sation


