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35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

State Making Changes In
PAAD, Senior Gold Benefits
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Department of Health and Senior
Services (DHSS) is sending PAAD
(Pharmaceutical Assistance for the
Aged and Disabled) and Senior Gold
participants a letter describing pre-
scription benefit changes that will
take effect August 1, Health and Se-
nior Services Commissioner Heather
Howard announced.

“Beneficiaries and caregivers
should watch for these important let-
ters, which describe how the changes
will affect them personally,” Ms.
Howard said. “Senior Gold partici-
pants will need to take action. Benefi-
ciaries must now sign up for federal
Medicare Part D prescription cover-
age in order to remain eligible for
Senior Gold.

“Department staff is available to
answer participants’ questions about
the changes, which also affect co-
pays and coverage for diabetic test-
ing supplies,” she added.

New Jersey’s Fiscal Year 2009 bud-
get makes several changes in the two
benefit programs as of August 1:

PAAD Co-Pays – The first increase
since 1992 will raise the co-pay for a
generic drug prescription to $6, a $1
increase, and the co-pay for brand-
name medications to $7, a $2 in-
crease. PAAD participants with the
lowest income and assets – about
50,000 beneficiaries – will not be
affected by the increase.

Senior Gold Co-Pays – Co-pays
are unchanged for all beneficiaries.

Diabetic Testing Supplies – PAAD
and Senior Gold participants must use
their federal Medicare Part B cover-
age or other insurance for diabetic
testing supplies. PAAD and Senior
Gold will no longer pay for test strips,
lancets and other such items.

Senior Gold Eligibility – The ap-
proximately 6,000 Senior Gold mem-
bers who haven’t yet enrolled in a
Medicare Part D prescription plan
must do so, if they are eligible, and
pay their own Part D premiums, in
order to remain in Senior Gold. The
two plans will work together to help
beneficiaries reduce their prescrip-
tion costs, such as out-of-pocket costs
for deductibles, co-insurance and the
coverage gap known as the “donut
hole,” according to a department press
release.

The Department of Health and Se-
nior Services is sending letters tai-
lored to the needs of beneficiaries.

As a courtesy to Senior Gold par-
ticipants who must sign up with Medi-
care Part D, DHSS will recommend a
plan that best matches each person’s
prescription needs and pharmacy use.
The plan’s phone number will be in-
cluded so beneficiaries can sign up

directly if they decide to choose the
suggested plan, a department spokes-
man said.

After making their choice, benefi-
ciaries should call Senior Gold at
(800) 792-9745 so the program’s
records may be updated. They are
asked not to wait to sign up during the
normal 2008 Part D enrollment pe-
riod, which begins on November 15.

To obtain diabetic testing supplies
after August 1, Senior Gold and PAAD
members must ask their pharmacist to
bill their Medicare Part B or other health
plan for these items. PAAD and Senior
Gold will no longer pay for them.

Members who are on Medicare or
have private insurance may look into
companies that deliver diabetic test-
ing supplies and will bill Medicare or
a private insurance company on be-
half of beneficiaries. A list of such
companies and their phone numbers
is included in each DHSS letter.

The DHSS letters also are available
on the Department’s Web site at: nj.gov/
health/seniorbenefits/services.shtml.

About 168,000 people are currently
enrolled in the PAAD program for
low-income seniors and disabled
people. About 21,000 people are en-
rolled in the Senior Gold prescription
discount program for people with
moderate incomes.

For more information on enrolling
in Part D, Senior Gold participants or
their family members should call the
Medicare program at (800) 633-4227
and have ready their Medicare card, a
list of current prescription drugs in-
cluding strength and dosage, and the
name of their pharmacy. They may
also contact the New Jersey SHIP
health insurance assistance program
at (800) 792-8820.

DESTINATION CHINA…Margaret Hayes, center, joins fellow school superin-
tendents Kathleen Cooke of Hamilton, WI, left, and Superintendent of Mendham
Public Schools, Janie Edmonds, former Westfield assistant superintendent for
curriculum, to tour Beijing’s Forbidden City during a week-long examination of
Chinese schools and universities.

SPF Superintendent Among
School Chiefs to Visit China
SCOTCH PLAINS – Superinten-

dent of Schools for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District, Margaret
Hayes, was among 25 members of the
National Superintendents Roundtable
who traveled to China on June 23
through July 1 to learn about the lan-
guage, history and culture of one of
the world’s oldest civilizations.

The goal of this annual Chinese
Bridge Delegation, completely fi-
nanced by Hanban, an agency of the
Chinese government, is to build sister
school ties and networks with Chi-
nese educators and expand exchange
programs and Chinese language of-
ferings in American schools.

After being introduced to Chinese
language teaching materials in
Beijing and welcomed by national
leaders and the United States Em-
bassy, the superintendents visited
Heilongjiang province and its capi-
tal, Harbin, to meet with regional
leaders and visit elementary and sec-
ondary schools and major colleges
and universities.

“This was a wonderful opportunity
to see the economic and educational
changes that are transforming China
into a great global economic power in
the 21st Century,” Superintendent
Hayes said. “It is one thing to read
about these changes, but you have to
see them to believe them. China is very
focused on becoming a great power and
is pouring investment into the infra-
structure needed to get there – housing,
transportation and education.”

The Chinese Bridge Delegation is
a partnership, formed in 2006, be-
tween the College Board and China’s
Office of Chinese Language Council
International (also known as Hanban)
to build and expand Chinese language
programs in U.S. schools.

“In the new global community,
students will need fluency in other
languages and an understanding of
diverse societies,” College Board
President Gaston Caperton said. “Ad-
vances in technology offer us a great
opportunity for sharing ideas and
creating a better future, and I look
forward to that future being made
brighter by the Chinese Language
and Culture Initiatives that we are
building together.”

The 25 school superintendents were
among 420 educators who partici-

pated in this year’s Chinese Bridge
Delegation program.

“This was an eye-opening experi-
ence,” Superintendent Hayes said.
“We can learn a lot from the Chinese,
and they have a lot to learn from us, as
well. But one thing is clear: the Chi-
nese have a community-wide com-
mitment to learning and to schools
that we need to match. The Chinese
will be very formidable economic
competitors in the future.”

In addition to visits to schools and
universities, the trip brought the su-
perintendents to research institutes
and cultural attractions. The
Roundtable Group visited the For-
bidden City, Peking University, the
Great Wall, the Chin Dynasty
Huining Museum, the Confucian
Institute, and met with Chinese na-
tional leaders in the historic Great
Hall of the People and with provin-
cial leaders in Harbin.

Chamber to Hold
Retail Workshops

WESTFIELD  — Jody Bradshaw
and Tony Damiano of Bradshaw Asso-
ciates Ltd. Consulting firm are offering
a six-part higher education Retail Work-
shop Series for members of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC).

Topics of interest are “Visual Mer-
chandising,” “Merchandising for More
Profit,” “Promoting Your Store on a
Budget,” “Refining Your Mission and
Strategic Message,” “Merchandising
for a Unique Store” and “Store De-
sign.”

The workshops are being held at
the WACC office located at 173 Elm
Street, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first Friday of the month starting
in September. Each class includes
lunch and costs $35, but sign up for
four or more and pay $25 per class.
Registration is required.

Assembly Votes to End
‘Super’ Incentive Perks

TRENTON — The General As-
sembly has passed legislation to de-
rail what some have called the “gravy
train” that has allowed some depart-
ing school superintendents to pro-
vide themselves with hefty severance
packages.

Under legislation A-2975, school
superintendents leaving their jobs –
whether by retirement or other means
– would be prohibited from earning
any payment except for legally al-
lowable buy-backs of unused sick
leave and vacation time.

If enacted, severance payouts would
be limited to the statutorily allowable
$15,000 maximum for each unused
sick and accrued vacation time. The
legislation would be effective imme-
diately upon enactment and would be
applicable to both future and current
contracts.

The bill passed by a 76-4 tally. It
now heads to the Senate for further
consideration. Local legislators As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) and Assemblyman Gerry
Green (LD-22, Plainfield) all sup-
ported the measure.

Assembly OKs Bills
On Hospital Efficiency

TRENTON — The State General
last month passed two measures that
are part of a multi-bill legislative pack-
age aimed at stabilizing the long-
term financial health of the state’s
hospital industry to stave-off future
hospital closings.

According to the Assembly Major-
ity Office, the multi-bill package would
enhance the fiscal transparency, ac-
countability and efficiency at general
hospitals across New Jersey.

A-2607 would require every New
Jersey hospital to hold at least one
annual public meeting to allow the
community to discuss concerns re-
lated to the delivery of health ser-
vices.

A-2608 authorizes the state De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices to perform enhanced monitor-
ing of financial performance and in-
tervene in cases where a hospital is
found to be in fiscal distress.

The two measures passed 77–3 and
80–0, respectively, and now head to
the Senate for further consideration.

The third measure, A-2609, which
passed the Assembly by a vote of 71
–8, would prohibit hospitals from
charging uninsured patients an
amount greater than 15 percent of the
Medicare rate, while creating a slid-
ing-scale based on income to deter-
mine how much an uninsured patient
is charged for services rendered. The
bill now heads to the Governor.

The final measure, A-2606, would
require all general hospital board trust-
ees to complete a training program
approved by the commissioner of the
State Department of Health and Se-

nior Services. The bill is currently
being further considered by Assembly
Speaker Joe Roberts (LD-5, Camden).

Food Bank to Host
 Family Health Fair

HILLSIDE — According to the
Kaiser Family Foundation, more than
one million New Jersey residents are
without health insurance, causing
many of them to miss routine check-
ups and preventative screenings.

To help address this concern, the
Community Food Bank is offering a
free Family Health Fair, located in
Hillside, on Wednesday, July 16, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 31 Evans Termi-
nal (off North Broad Street).

For more information, call (908)
355-3663, or e-mail
FamilyHealthFair2008@gmail.com.

Finding Information
Did you know that you can do a

Boolean search for “Recent Home
Sales” online at goleader.com/search
and obtain home sales prices in the
area for the last ten years?

See www.goleader.com/search for
details on this and on how other infor-
mation can be found.

Dr. Julianne Kane
welcomes

“Our Friendly and Patient Staff is Child Oriented to
Enhance Your Child’s Dental Experience”

Dr. Julianne Kane

555 Westfield Ave., Westfield • 908-232-1231 • kidsandsmiles.com

Call Today

for an

Appointment

Dentistry for Infants,
Children, Adolescents

and Special Needs


