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If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.
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Clark Parkway Circle
Project Nears Completion

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – The eight-month-long
project of renovating the traffic circle
off Garden State Parkway exit 135 is
nearly complete, leaving locals ques-
tioning its success.

The renovation added four traffic
lights to the circle to ease confusion
and regulate traffic flow, as well as a
connector road for drivers through
the middle of the circle itself.

The northbound exit ramps have
been widened, and line striping has
been added to control lanes. The
project is set to be complete by July
15, and its cost tops out at $4,289,000.

Joe Orlando, spokesman for the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority, said
construction began at the circle to
help alleviate what he called a “traffic
nightmare.”

“I can’t think of too many areas
that were as maligned as the Clark
circle,” Mr. Orlando said. “We re-
ceived a lot of hate mail about that
area.”

He said since the construction has
been underway and the new traffic
pattern has become operational, these
reactions have been countered.

“I think the best type of feedback is
no negative feedback,” Mr. Orlando
said. “The hate mail has stopped.
Some said construction was causing
backups, but I think people are gener-
ally satisfied.”

Westfield town councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, chairman of the council’s
public safety, transportation and park-
ing commission, said he believes the
project’s effects cannot be seen until
sometime after Labor Day.

“Traffic is typically lighter in the

summer,” Mr. Ciarrocca said. “The
proof will be when it’s not summer
anymore. It’s not fair to gauge it until
construction is complete.”

Clark resident Arthur Purdy said
he uses the circle everyday in his
travels and feels the endeavor has led
to a more congested and confusing
area.

“It was never backed up before,”
Mr. Purdy said. “I think they could
have saved a lot of money, engineer-
ing and inconvenience by not doing
this.”

He said the new project will take
some getting used to before traffic
clears up.

Francis Lichowid, also a Clark resi-
dent, said she has been avoiding the
area all together until construction is
complete.

“I did use it once,” Ms. Lichowid
said. “But it’s very confusing. I would
like to go to Target or Marshalls [on
Central Avenue] over there. I’m sure
it will be better when they get it
running.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said complaints from
residents regarding congestion and
confusion are commonplace after un-
dertakings such as the traffic circle.

“There will be inconvenience any-
time there is a project,” he said. “That
traffic circle was a mess. You hope, at
the end of the day, there will be an
improvement.”

Mr. Orlando said the Turnpike Au-
thority believes this is the end to
traffic issues that once plagued the
Clark circle.

“This is the end,” he said. “We
think this will be the solution. I don’t
see us breaking out the hammers and
nails again after this.”

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
U.S.-MADE ENERGY NEEDED…Republican State Senator and Seventh Con-
gressional District candidate Leonard Lance addresses the media and supporters
at a press conference on rising gasoline prices held Tuesday at a Sunoco Gas
station in Cranford. At left is GOP U.S. Senate candidate Richard Zimmer.

Zimmer, Lance Support
More U.S.-Made Energy

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD –  Republican United
States Senate candidate Richard
Zimmer and Republican State Sena-
tor and Seventh Congressional candi-
date Leonard Lance met at the Sunoco
Station in Cranford on Centennial Av-
enue Tuesday morning to discuss rising
gas prices and the November election.

Mr. Zimmer, who served in Con-
gress 12 years ago, spoke first, criticiz-
ing Democrat Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s recent “recess” on the
July Fourth weekend to the Hamptons
while New Jerseyans were “shelling
out” $4 or more at the pump.

Mr. Zimmer called for more Ameri-
can-made energy, and said that Con-
gress “needs to address the soaring
expenses” that Americans are paying

for gas.
He encouraged New Jersey residents

to send their gas receipts — “like these
here,” he said, fanning his own receipts
— to his office, to pass on to Mr.
Lautenberg.

Mr. Lance said he was opposed to
reinstating the gas tax, and said he was
“critical” of Governor Jon Corzine con-
sidering such a tax.

He also said Washington was led by
a “do-nothing Democrat Congress,” an
oft-repeated phrase through his remarks.

Mr. Lance said he was environmen-
tally conscious, so much so that he had
been criticized for his views during the
recently  concluded seven-candidate
Republican Primary. He called for a
bipartisan and environmental response
to the current gas crisis, while also
remaining fiscally responsible.

Mr. Lance and Mr. Zimmer then took
questions, one of which inquired about
their fiscal responsibility. In response,
Mr. Lance spoke about his “Lance
Amendment.” Such an amendment, he
said, would prohibit further borrowing
for the State of New Jersey.

Both Mr. Zimmer and Mr. Lance
also said they are opposed to off-shore
drilling in New Jersey.

Mr. Zimmer, however, said he
“wouldn’t stand in the way” of off-
shore drilling in states such as Florida
or Mississippi, where he said such drill-
ing already occurs off the Gulf of
Mexico.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FILM FRENZY…Kids gather around the movie screen Tuesday night to watch
Shrek the Third at Fanwood’s Free Movies in the Park. The borough is showing
free movies every Tuesday throughout the summer in LaGrande Park.

GW to Receive $250,000
In Additional State Aid

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tuesday
that it would receive $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid, pending a formal an-
nouncement by the state (on Wednes-
day). This additional aid will further
decrease the tax levy of the borough’s
2008 municipal budget.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he
was informed of the aid by District 21
legislators, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick on Tues-
day. Mr. Bramnick and Mr. Kean
spoke briefly during the meeting to
thank the mayor and council for their
joint efforts in securing the aid.

“We understand how hard it is to do
your job,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We’re
happy that the state recognizes how
important it is to help communities
like Garwood.”

Borough Council President and Fi-
nance Committee Chairwoman,
Kathleen Villaggio, said the additional
aid, combined with $251,550 in Con-
solidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief Aid and the budget cuts rec-
ommended by the finance commit-
tee, should result in an average tax
increase for municipal services of
$191 per home assessed at $100,000,
down from an estimate of $518 in the
initial budget.

“It’s going down $327 per $100,000
assessed household, on the average,”
Ms. Villaggio said.

Ms. Villaggio said that the borough
would adjust residents’ tax bills in their
fourth quarter bills. Ms. Villaggio also
said that the council would hold a new
public hearing on the amended por-
tions of the budget at a later meeting.

During the open comment portion
of the meeting, Charles Lombardo, a
former councilman and current vice-
chairman of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority, delivered a report to
the council. During his report, Ms.
Villaggio asked Mr. Lombardo if the
borough’s anticipated payment to the
RVSA would lessen in 2009 due to
lower water usage in the borough.
Mr. Lombardo said that although there
would still be an increase, the per-
centage increase would likely be
lower.

“I think right now we will see a
slight decrease in our anticipated bud-
get for 2009,” Mr. Lombardo said.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance charging a fee of
$175 for the solemnization of mar-
riages and civil unions. The borough
also introduced an ordinance relating
to the defined contribution retirement
program. The council will hold a pub-
lic hearing on this ordinance during
its Tuesday, August 12 meeting.

has been a committee representa-
tive for the 14th District for the past
few years. She and her husband,
Scott Phillips, a
captain in the
Kenilworth Po-
lice Department,
have three young
children. “I really
am committed to
running a positive
campaign,” she
told The Times.

Ms. Mullen has
practiced as a trial
lawyer in New Jer-
sey for 14 years
and is an officer
of the Union
County Bar Asso-
ciation, and pres-
ently the co-chair-
person of the
county bar’s Civil Practice Commit-
tee. She was also a member of the
Scotch Plains Memorial Day Com-
mittee.

Theresa Mullen

The mayoral race is headed by
Councilman Kevin Glover for the
Democrats and Deputy Mayor Nancy

Malool for the Re-
publicans.

“I’m delighted
to be running on
the ticket with
C o u n c i l m a n
Kevin Glover for
Mayor,” Ms.
Mullen said in a
statement last
week. “I support
his pledge, and
commitment to
holding local gov-
ernment account-
able for its spend-
ing and for stabi-
lizing taxes. I
truly believe we
can make Scotch

Plains even better. It’s time for
change, it’s time to chart a new
course, we can do better, we will do
better.”

anyone else” in the SID. Mrs. Malool
will serve as the council’s representa-
tive on the SID’s board of directors,
and Mr. Levine said she would not be
conflicted in that position.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Detective Donnel Joyce was sworn in
as a sergeant in the Scotch Plains
Police Department. Mr. Atkins also
announced that Detective Lawrence
DeRose would retire on August 1.
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Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRICKS OF THE TRADE…One of the New Jersey Ironmen’s star indoor soccer
players, Andre Berenzon, visited the BFUT soccer camp on June 27 at Houlihan
Field in Westfield to share tips about the game and tell stories about his life
growing up in Brazil. The campers are in the U 9/10 age group and were very
willing listeners. Andre plays forward for the team.

In a press release issued by the
Assembly Democratic Majority Of-
fice, Assembly Speaker Joseph Rob-
erts (LD-5, Camden), who sponsored
the bill, stated, “New Jerseyans need
homes they can afford and jobs they
can reach. The state must lead by
example by expanding access to eq-
uitable and affordable housing.”

In that same press release, Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield), who also sponsored the
bill said, “Low-income New Jersey
families are burdened by some of the
highest rents and housing costs in the
nation. We have a moral responsibil-
ity to countless New Jerseyans – dis-
abled residents, families living on
limited incomes and senior citizens –
to ensure access to housing is safe
and affordable.”

While many are concerned with
the elimination of RCAs, Michael
Cerra, senior legislative analyst for
the New Jersey League of Munici-
palities, said the shortfall for the com-
mercial development fee would have
more of a statewide impact, since the
number of towns currently entered
into a RCA is relatively small.

“The 2.5 percent commercial de-
velopment fee pays for a fraction of
the housing that COAH is projecting
will be generated by commercial de-
velopment,” said Mr. Cerra. “With-
out the state identifying different fund-
ing sources, we can only draw the
conclusion that local taxpayers will
be asked to make up the difference.”

Democrat Colleen Mahr, mayor of
Fanwood and president of the New
Jersey Conference of Mayors, said
one of her main objections to the

restrictions was the 2.5 percent cap
placed on commercial development.

“I think it will put a tremendous bur-
den on the municipalities, which will
translate into more money that we will
have to spend, which could result in
higher property taxes to meet the man-
dated obligations,” Mayor Mahr said.

Fanwood and other municipalities
will join the League of Municipali-
ties in its lawsuit to legally challenge
the legislation.

The creation of the State Housing
Commission is another objection the
League of Municipalities has to the
legislation.

“We [League of Municipalities]
honestly don’t think the way to
streamline and improve affordable
housing policy is to create additional
bureaucracy,” Mr. Cerra said.

According to Mr. Foerst, the cre-
ation of the new “bureaucracy” is
another example of how the state
“ties our hands, takes our money,
[and] allocates it as they see fit.”

“They’re [the state] now taking our
money, and they may give it to some-
body else in our region who we’re
forbidden to work with,” Mr. Foerst
said. “It really penalizes all of the
local governments.”

In a June 29 Star-Ledger article,
Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth), a prime sponsor of the bill,
said, “I don’t think the munipalities
have anything to worry about. If any-
thing, they’ll have more funds. It will
be a more comprehensive, one-stop-
shopping approach for affordable-
housing dollars.”

Michael Pollack contributed to this
article.

The mayor explained that “we have
to cut roughly $500,000” from the
$8-million municipal spending plan
introduced in the spring, and she said
taxpayers would still be “looking at
an 18 percent tax increase in that
budget.”

The borough hopes “extraordinary
aid” from the state – which is still
pending – will enable the governing
body to get that number down.

“Regardless of the decisions we
have to make…I want the public to
understand that we will not jeopar-
dize the safety of our residents,” said
Mayor Mahr.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution that com-
bines eight previously issued bond

measures totaling $3.2 million.
The borough’s bond attorney, John

Draikiwicz, said the “re-character-
ization” of the bonds would “dovetail
with the existing debt” and spread the
repayment over a “50-year
timeframe.”

Mr. Draikiwicz said the new bond
would be sold electronically via the
Internet on Friday, July 24, with the
“closing” to follow two weeks after.
He called the measure “a good deci-
sion to capture today’s interest rates.”

In response to a question from
Councilman Walsh, Mr. Draikiwicz
said there will not be “as significant
of an increase on the tax rate” under
the new measure, compared to the
eight separate bonds previously sold.
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Local Officials Opposed to
Affordable Housing Changes

Fanwood
Sometime between Saturday, June 28

and Tuesday, July 1, a resident in the 100
block of Willow Road reported that some-
one removed her purse from her vehicle
while it was parked locked in the drive-
way.

Tuesday, July 1, Anthony P. Moskal,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Farley Av-
enue for an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.

Wednesday, July 2, Albert M. Wright,
43, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop in the 500 block of North
Avenue. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.

Wednesday, July 2, a Trenton Avenue
resident reported that someone made $783
worth of unauthorized purchases on his
credit card. According to police, the inci-
dent is being investigated by the police, as
well as the credit card company.

Thursday, July 3, William Bamrick,
84, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Friday, July 4, Jose G. Reyes, 38, of
Rahway was arrested for an outstanding
Patterson warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to police,
he posted bail and was released.

Saturday, July 5, Marco Valladeras,
19, was arrested and charged with theft
and possession of burglary tools. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and turned
over to the Customs and Immigrations
Enforcement Agency after an investiga-
tion revealed he was in the country ille-
gally.

Saturday, July 5, Mario E. Alvarez, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with theft, possession of burglary tools
and for breaking and entering vehicles
parked in a business in lot in the 100 block
of South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Saturday, July 5, Oscar Ortega, 22, of
New Brunswick was arrested and charged
with an outstanding South Plainfield war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop in the 100
block of South Avenue. According to
police, he posted bail and was released.

Sometime between 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 3, and 5 a.m. on Friday, July 4,
a resident in the 100 block of Midway
Avenue reported that someone slashed
three of the tires on her vehicle and
scratched obscenities in to the paint with
a sharp object.

Sunday, July 6, someone reported that
a bicycle valued at $150 was stolen from
the front yard in the 100 block of Watson
Road.

Monday, July 7, a resident in the 70
block of Forest Road reported that some-
one removed approximately $155 worth
of DVDs from her vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. According to
police, the victim was uncertain if the
vehicle was locked at the time although
there was no sign of forced entry.

Westfield
Monday, June 30, Tudor Bailey, 41, of

Newark was arrested in the area of North
Avenue and Charles Street on an out-
standing Perth Amboy criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $2,500 bail.

Tuesday, July 1, Stephen Newton, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on two out-
standing motor vehicle warrants after
police responded to a noise complaint on
the 900 block of Central Avenue. The
warrants were from Garwood and New-
ark, with bail amounts of $120 and $250,
respectively. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Tuesday, July 1, Noel Sanchez, 30, of
New Brunswick was arrested on the 500
block of South Avenue, West, on an out-
standing New Brunswick motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$550 bail.

Wednesday, July 2, merchandise with
an approximate value of $112 was re-
ported stolen from a South Avenue liquor
store.

Friday, July 4, following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Stirling Place and Cacciola
Place, Mark D. Walker, 2nd, 21, of Nep-
tune was arrested on two outstanding
Asbury Park warrants – one traffic and
one criminal – with a total bail of $600.
He was released on his own recognizance
as per the Asbury Park Municipal Court.

Friday, July 4, Merih Yavuz, 22, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Cranford traffic warrant following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South Avenue, West,
and Tuttle Parkway. He was released
after posting $81 bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 3, a resident of High-

lander Drive reported cut electrical wires
he noticed on his walk home. Other acts
of vandalism were reported earlier in the
week.

Thursday, July 3, a resident of Harding
Road reported that someone smashed a
window in the rear door of his house.

Friday, July 4, Manuel D. Cardoza, 18,
of Elizabeth was arrested in Jerseyland
Park and charged with underage con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage and
possession of fireworks. He was pro-
cessed and released with a summons,
police said.

Friday, July 4 a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone entered his
unlocked vehicle and removed a cobra
GPS unit, two cell phone and a Dewalt
cordless drill.

Sunday, July 5, a resident of Flemington
reported that while visiting a friend on
Lambertsmill Road over 30 music cds
were taken from her unlocked vehicle.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 1, a vendor notified po-

lice of a situation involving a bounced
check in the amount of $10,451. The
victim reported that he was contacted by
the election committee for Frank
Lautenberg and asked to complete an
order for campaign merchandise (pon-
chos). According to police, the ponchos
were delivered and the check the victim
was given was returned for insufficient
funds on several occasions. Senator
Lautenberg’s office had not returned the
victim’s phone calls at press time.

Tuesday, July 1, a patron of a Route 22
theater reported discovering her driver’s
side door lock was damaged upon return-
ing to the vehicle after the movie. Ac-
cording to police, when she approached
the car, she noticed two black males stand-
ing by the vehicle, who fled in a small
silver vehicle with a fin on the back.

Sunday, July 6, police responded to
Summit Road on a report of a gun being

pointed at a pedestrian by the driver of a
vehicle. According to police, as the vic-
tim waited to cross the street, the driver of
a silver vehicle pointed a black handgun
at her from chest level. The victim re-
ported to authorities that she distinctly
heard a click as the suspect passed by, but
no shots were fired.

Monday, July 7, Ernest G. Williams,
55, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on a warrant in the amount of
$1,026.00
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