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Photography is Life
For Berkeley Heights’ Ori

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – To hear
Berkeley Heights resident Nancy Ori
tell it, she takes a “three-pronged ap-
proach” to her photography career.

“Everything I do is related to photog-
raphy. If I am not freelancing or teach-
ing, then I am selling photography,” the
owner of the New Jersey Media Center
recently told The Westfield Leader and
The Times.

Ms. Ori’s complete immersion into
her craft has resulted not only in a
prolific body of her own work, but also
that of the hundreds of students she has
influenced and
taught over the
years, both at home
and abroad.

A distinguished
industrial, portrait
and landscape pho-
tographer in her
own right, she is
always looking for
ways to expand the
artistic perspective of others.

In 1991, Ms. Ori began the New
Jersey Heritage Workshop Series, which
she holds annually in Cape May.

These painting and photography
workshops focus on the gardens, archi-
tecture, portraits and natural environ-
ments of the historic Cape May area.

Digital and film photographers can
improve their landscape, architecture,
portrait and street photography, as well
as study lighting, Photoshop and other
photographic techniques.

The Heritage Workshop’s painting
workshops include topics that address
watercolor, pastel, sketching and oil
painting.

“It’s like crosspollination,” said Ms.
Ori. “I like to infuse other mediums into
a photography workshop. Painters can
learn from photographers, and photog-
raphers can learn a lot from painters.”

Another way Ms. Ori supports local
photographers is through the New Jer-
sey Photography Forum (NJPF), which

she co-founded with Michael Creem of
Summit in 1995.

This forum, dedicated to professional
and semi-professional photographers
interested in exhibiting their work
throughout the state, meets regularly to
discuss all aspects of photography.

NJPF has the distinction of being the
largest group of exhibiting fine-art pho-
tographers in New Jersey. It has re-
cently formed a subgroup devoted to
the Digital Arts.

One of Ms. Ori’s new interests is the
enhancement of her landscape and flo-
ral photographs with pastels and col-
ored pencils, a process she refers to as

“painterly photog-
raphy.”

She also directs
and produces vid-
eos.

Ms. Ori holds a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in Fine Arts
from Elmira Col-
lege and a Master
of Science degree

in Visual Communications from Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn.

It was while she was an undergrad
that her interests changed from paint-
ing to photography.

“I found painting to be too slow,” she
explained. “I needed a form of art that
allowed me to create faster.

“But the bottom line is, once the
photo is taken, editing and printing
issues take a lot of time,” she admitted.

Ms. Ori is on the faculty of the New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts in Sum-
mit; Peters Valley Craftsman in
Layton; Morris Museum in
Morristown; Somerset Art Associa-
tion in Bedminster and the Watchung
Adult School in New Jersey.

Her work has been exhibited in many
group and solo exhibits and can be
found in many permanent and private
collections.

More information about Ms. Ori and
the New Jersey Media Center is avail-
able at nancyoriphotography.com.

UCPAC’s Summer
Theatre Camp

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) in-
vites students to participate in
Children’s Stage Adventures (CSA)
Summer Theatre Camp. Auditions for
the CSA’s musical production of The
Princess and the Pea will be held at
10 a.m. on Monday, July 14, at
UCPAC at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway.

On July 14, the CSA team will hold
an auditions workshop to cast pre-
registered students to perform in a
production. The auditions place more
emphasis on spirit, attitude and par-
ticipation than talent.

The show is rehearsed throughout
the week. Each production is com-
plete with professionally designed
scenery and costumes, props,
makeup and sound and lighting
equipment.

The cost of the program is $200 per
child (per week). This program is
appropriate for students in kindergar-
ten through grade 12. Pre-registra-
tion is requested and advisable. Con-
tact the UCPAC Box Office at (732)
499-8226, or visit ucpac.org for more
information.

Neil Simon’s Laughter
Comes to Local Theater

SUMMIT – Exit 138 Productions
of Union announced performances
of Neil Simon’s Laughter on the
23rd Floor between Thursday, July
10, and Saturday, July 12. All perfor-
mances begin at 8 p.m. at  The Oakes
Center, located at 120 Morris Av-
enue in Summit.

This Broadway hit – which
Newsweek called, “comedy, comedy
all the way!” – is an homage to the
author’s early days as a joke-smith
stuck in a room with a bunch of the
looniest comedy writers ever, who
grew up to be the likes of Mel Brooks,
among others.

As writers try to top each other
with gags while competing for the
attention of head madman Max
Prince, Max contends with the NBC
brass who fear his humor is too so-
phisticated for middle America.

Tim Korublum, starring in the lead
role as Max Prince, is an alumni of
the Union High School Performing
Arts Company. He currently per-
forms as a student at Wagner Col-
lege.

Another alumni of the UHS PAC,
Brian Monaghan, plays Val Skolsky,
a Russian immigrant whose “jokes
are funnier ‘vit’ his accent.”

Other UHS alumni include Kris
Brandberry (as Brian Doyle), Chris
Zincowicz (as Kenny Franks) and
Danielle Kahn (as Carol Wyman).

Current UHS students include Karl
Pfeiffer (as Ira Stone) and Jessica
Legra (as Helen).

Billy Geltzeiler, an alumni of
Westfield High School, plays Lucas
Brickman, Neil Simon’s alter ego.

Exit 138 Productions showcases
local talent from surrounding high
schools and those alumni that have
gone on to theatrical endeavors at
the college level. It was founded this
year by Tony Mowatt, also a UHS
alumni.

Tickets will be available at the
door or by calling (908) 419-5059.
Seats are general admission and cost
$12 for adults and $10 for students
(with I.D) and seniors. Some mate-
rial may not be suitable for students
under 16 years of age.

Grand Falloons Kick Off
Trailside’s Matinee Series

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced that the Grand
Falloons will return to the Trailside
Nature and Science Center on
Wednesday, July 9, at 1:30 p.m.

The Grand Falloons’ unique and
lively matinee performance, entitled,
“Our Earth; What a Gas!” is scheduled
for families with children ages 4 and
up. The New Jersey Clean Communi-
ties Act will fund the presentation.

According to Freeholder Chair-
man Angel Estrada, the Grand
Falloons are 20-year veterans of the
Big Apple Circus and have appeared
on “The David Letterman Show,”
“The Conan O’Brien Show,” on- and
off-Broadway and at museums,
schools and community centers
across the country.

Through magic, juggling, stories,
songs, contests, plate-spinning and

lots of audience participation, fami-
lies are invited to experience this
performance designed to take attend-
ees on an exploration of “Our Earth.”

The Grand Falloons will examine
the bubble of the Earth’s atmosphere
and the delicate cycles of the car-
bon-oxygen-hydrogen exchange be-
tween the plant and animal king-
doms. Families in attendance can
learn how pollution threatens this
delicate balance.

Tickets will go on sale at the door
30 minutes before each show and
cost $4. No infants or babies in stroll-
ers are allowed in the auditorium.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

For more information, call (908)-
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Echo Lake Park to Host
Free Concert July 9

MOUNTAINSIDE / WESTFIELD
– The Union County Summer Arts
Festival concert series continues on
Wednesday, July 9 with the contem-
porary Nashville sounds of Mustang
Sally.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, led by Chairman
Angel Estrada, has invited the public
to attend this free concert, which be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

Mustang Sally is an all-female band
based in Nashville, Tenn. These seven
women combine traditional roots with
diverse backgrounds to produce coun-
try music with a contemporary edge.

Mustang Sally has opened for
George Jones, LeAnn Rimes and
Mark Chestnut.

Freeholder Chairman Estrada has
urged attendees to pack a picnic bas-
ket and bring lawn chairs to enjoy the
concert.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union
County Office of Veterans’ Affairs
and the Office of Consumer Affairs,
to answer questions and offer infor-
mation about interesting programs
available to Union County residents.

The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include:

July 16 – deSol (Latin rock);
July 23 – The Rick Cantor Band

(classic rock);
July 30 – Jobonanno and the God-

sons of Soul (rock);
August 6 – The British Invasion

(Beatles tribute band). Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital “Party in the Park”
– Purchase tickets in advance;

August 13 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band), sponsored by the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee;

August 20 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi (blues and
jazz);

August 27 – Verdict (reggae and
soca), sponsored by the Union County

Education Association.
All Summer Arts Festival concerts

are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
at the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que will
have a food concession, along with
an ice cream and snack vendor, which
will be available at approximately
6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
527-4900 or visit ucnj.org/parks/
summerarts.html.

‘Vintage Alumni’ Reunite
At Cranstock Summer Wing

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Six years ago,
Cranford High School alumnus Bob
O’Donnell and a bunch of pals from
the graduating class of 1978 (give or
take a year or two) threw a backyard
barbeque at Jim Zoltak’s house. Ac-
cording to Mr. O’Donnell, the gather-
ing of friends was prompted by the
sudden death of two classmates in
quick succession.

He told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Many of us were
mourning the loss
of two men in their
early forties. Jim
sent out an e-mail
to all of his friends
and family stating
that he was deeply
hurt by these losses
but that he wanted
us to know how
much he loved
each of us.”

In response, Mr.
Zoltak (who now
resides in Califor-
nia) announced the
first “Cranstock
Summer Wing.”

By the second
year, the party out-
grew the Zoltak
family’s Cranford
backyard. Mr.
O’Donnell noted that there were about
40 in attendance that first year, rang-
ing in graduation years from 1977 to
1979.

The organizers decided to move
the reunion to Nomahegan Park to
better accommodate a larger crowd
and include softball. They also opened
up the barbeque and keg party to
include alumni from numerous gradu-
ating classes and their respective
broods.

According to Mr. O’Donnell,
Cranstock is a team effort. “About a
dozen of us organize all the events,
pool our funds and energy. Folks at-
tending are told donations are op-
tional.”

Word of mouth and posting the
event on Classmates.com attracted
many of the folks to this year’s gig.

Laury (nee Rizkalla) Bakie, class
of 1978, was one of many who learned
of the reunion by logging onto the
popular social media website.

Classmates.com helps people con-
nect with friends from elementary
school through college, as well as the
U.S. military, and costs nothing to
join.

Ms. Bakie is married to Cranford
High School alumnus John Bakie,
and the couple has co-authored “Let’s
Party, New Jersey’s Top Places for
Catered Affairs” and “NJ 125, In-
depth Look at New Jersey Dining.”

Ms. Bakie told the newspaper that
because of the amicable nature of her
hometown residents, Cranford is

known as
“Pleasantville.”

Deciding to amp
up the music was
another reason to
move Cranstock to
the park, as many
of the alumni are
amateur musi-
cians. Steve
To m a s z e w s k i
(class of 1976)
took the lead role
as musical coordi-
nator for the event,
scheduling prac-
tices with fellow
“pick-up band”
members Ron
Reich, Bob
Angelilo and Joe
Scalice.

Between sets of
Grateful Dead

songs, Mr. Tomaszewski performed
double duty as keyboard player and
announcer for water balloon tosses
and sack races.

The Motors, with Bob Bianco, and
Chooch the Mighty Train also per-
formed throughout the party.

Edmund Patrick McCarthy (class
of 1978), also known as “Hoboken
Eddie,” the notable chef and sauce
maker, provided the food for the crowd
and samples of his famous condi-
ments for some partygoers to take
home.

Peter “Jake” Jacobs (class of 1980)
told The Leader and The Times,
“People who grew up in Cranford
never went by their real names – it
was always ‘Mooch’ or ‘Ubie’ or
‘Zolts’ or something.” He added, “So
if somebody got in trouble, nobody
ever knew.”

Time goes by; but some things –
like peace and love – never change (at
least not in Pleasantville).

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

Would you believe yet another TV
sitcom reprised to feature length pro-
portions? Yep, this week’s updated
throwback is Get Smart, the 1960’s
small-screen spoof of everything
spies which featured the quick-
clipped jibes of Don Adams as Agent
86/ Maxwell Smart and Barbara
Feldon as 99, his lovely, competent
sidekick in sleuthing.

The show was vastly successful,
has run in syndication for many years
and, judging from this circa 2008
homage, is apparently inimitable.
Not that Steve Carell isn’t a perfect
choice for the title role. Likewise,
Anne Hathaway as the complement-
ing, no-nonsense beauty is a good
fit. But the magic, the comic je ne
sais quoi, just isn’t there.

Director Peter Segal’s handling of
Tom Astle and Matt Ember’s script
is proficient if not inspiring. The
attention to detail is notable. And
cameos by a who’s who in Holly-
wood should have given it the jaunty
feel it lacks. It reminds of a writer
who exhibits great penmanship but
no creative oomph. It all looks good
on paper.

Such big-screen revivals start with
a strike against them. Like the new
wife of a widower who had a great
first marriage might opine, she’s al-
ways there. No matter that much of it
is nostalgic fantasy, wrapped up in
the perceived innocence of simpler
times and seen through rose-colored
glasses. As a result, there are two
movies to be judged.

First, there’s the paean to an ac-
knowledged television icon. Artistic
reverence must be paid. At the dusk
of TV’s golden age, just after
Kennedy’s assassination, Get Smart
arrives at the official end of our post-
war ebullience. Color is coming in;
naiveté and the TV tray are traded
for introspection. Our inescapable
acerbity finds an outlet.

Then, on a less heavy note, man,
there is the movie in a bubble, deliv-
ered to a generation unfamiliar with
its antecedent and all that entails.
OK. So these under 30s don’t see the
sacrilege of putting ketchup on a hot
dog. Still, their observed ambiva-
lence on the night I viewed the new
Get Smart tacitly closed the genera-
tion gap.

Curiously, there are plenty of funny
lines, interspersed with the usual
derring-do as CONTROL, led by the
ever-amusing Alan Arkin, tries to
rein in the bad guys of KAOS. Yet
the jokes, including some well-
founded running gags, sputter like
safety matches in rain, never catch-
ing ablaze with the comedic mo-
mentum it takes to be a barnburner.

Despite how obediently director
Segal has dotted the i’s and crossed

the t’s of his ode to a sitcom, even its
glossy new look doesn’t imbue the
work with its own, sorely missing
animus. There is no novelty here, no
new, funny way to look at the people,
institutions and situations that we so
desperately needed to laugh at in the
Cold War climate.

It tries. Bringing us into the 21st
century, Terence Stamp is appropri-
ately megalomaniacal as Siegfried,
a terrorist who doubtlessly studied
his Goldfinger (1964). Assisted by
yes-man Shtarker (Ken Davitian),
he informs the U.S. that he has sto-
len twenty nukes and, unless paid a
ransom, will distribute them to un-
friendly countries.

The convolutions are many as Max
and 99 travel to Moscow to get to the
bottom of the plot. Entering into the
mix are complications involving fel-
low Agent 23 (Dwayne Johnson),
the evolving flirtation between our
hero and his at first standoffish part-
ner, and suspicions regarding Smart’s
loyalty.

But the plot is overly intricate for
the purposes of comedy…so much
so, in fact, that too often while we’re
trying to follow the dramatic contor-
tions, the laughs get lost somewhere
in the crevices. This in turn impacts
the character relationships, preclud-
ing the sort of ensemble feel that
might have given the effort an added,
humorous nudge.

Yet almost each portrayal can be
enjoyed in and of itself. You’d be
hard put to find a better lead than
Steve Carell. It is only in the area of
Max’s competence, if splitting hairs,
where fault may be found. While we
always knew Don Adams’s Max
would save the day, he nonetheless
evinced a dicey quality. Mr. Carell
suggests no such uncertainty.

More feminist in interpretation
than Barbara Feldon’s 99, Anne
Hathaway’s accomplice is nonethe-
less entertainingly sexy. Dwayne
Johnson is good in the humorously
hulking sort of thing he does; Stamp
imparts a “serious film” menace to
matters, and Alan Arkin as The Chief
makes you wish he’d abandon pro-
priety and just steal the troubled
show.

But instead, adding insult to in-
jury, it goes on and on, a good twenty
minutes more than necessary. There
is a compulsion to tie up every loose
end, as if filling in useless filigree
might make up for the dearth of
hilarity. Hence, the over-engineered
Get Smart outwits itself…the end
result proving just slightly less than
clever, its comedic IQ nil.

* * *
Get Smart, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Peter Segal and stars Steve Carell,
Anne Hathaway and Alan Arkin.
Running time: 110 minutes.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE GIRLS OF SUMMER...From left to right, Anne Paterno, Marianne (Barton)
Jennings, Sandy (Kaplan) Seiden, Ellen Kaplan, Laury (Rizkalla) Bakie and
Jeanette (Manhardt) Turley catch up on old times at Cranford High School at the
sixth annual Cranstock held at Nomahegan Park on June 21. The event is a
reunion of collective years of alumni from the ’70s and’ 80s.

“Georgia” has the best musical arc, building
up and then letting loose with a fantastic
chorus. Neither is flashy, both are irresistible.

Prior to recording “The Walk,” the Hanson
boys took a trip to Africa to visit villages and
now echo celebs like Bono and Brangelina in
promoting awareness of third-world-coun-
try living conditions. That sensibility drives
cuts like “Great Divide” – “they say that
blood is thicker than oceans, still we box our
brothers in” – and it makes for a powerful
statement.

The downside to their activism? While the
fact that they engrossed themselves in the
continent’s culture and dialogued with people
of all ages is certainly understandable, the
brothers unfortunately chose to demonstrate
their compassion for young impoverished
children by sticking the little kids into their
album everywhere they could.

“The Walk” has about three too many
end-of-song interludes that feature singing
youngsters – by my estimation, one is just
about right. And while it might seem a bit
harsh, that’s no criticism of the band’s chari-
table efforts – groups of singing children just
start to get annoying after their second ap-
pearance on a record. It’s a fact. Or it should
be.

In a nice twist, the brothers give the Ameri-
can version of their album three bonus tracks
(it’s always the Brits who get those little
extras). “I’ve Been Down” showcases their
vocal skills a capella, and the acoustic “Got
a Hold on Me” is one of the album’s best
efforts.

How good is this album? Well, it’s good
enough for me to go out on a limb with my
musical credibility – giving Hanson the
thumbs up isn’t really the way to shoot to the
top of the street-cred chart (and come on,
“Vic’s Picks” has something of a reputation
in local circles…right?).

So yes, these are the three individuals who
are responsible for “Mmbop” (and by exten-
sion, the entire boy-band craze), and they
once graced the covers of magazines like
“Teen Beat.” But that doesn’t mean that they
can’t be legitimate now.

Consider it a makeover ala Justin
Timberlake. JT has unequivocally shed
his former mousekateer/N’Syncer image
and deservedly garnered much credibil-
ity for his R & B/pop fusions. Why deny
Hanson a chance to build their own repu-
tation as classic-rock-influenced alt-rock-
ers?

Then again, this column isn’t really about
Hanson. It’s about expectations. Not com-
mitting the sin of judging a band by its
decade-old teenybopper cover.

Head to Hanson’s website and give one of
their new singles a free spin – if you don’t like
it, you can just close your browser window,
and in an mmbop it’ll be gone.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
... in which Vic apologizes to Hanson

Cranford Artist Exhibits
At Pearl Street Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders pre-
sents an exhibit of paintings by
Theodosia Tamborlane of Cranford
in the gallery space at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl Street
in Elizabeth.

A selection of her paintings, “Colors
of Nature,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until July 31. Gallery
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
weekdays.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said, “I hope this work by an emerging
artist will attract a new audience to the
fine programs available through the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.”

Ms. Tamborlane started a new career
path in 2003 by taking drawing and
watercolor classes through the Union

County College Continuing Education
program.

Last month, Ms. Tamborlane earned
an Associate in Arts degree in Fine Arts
from Union County College. She stud-
ied in the Fine Arts Program under
Director Anthony Nicole with Profes-
sors George Hildrew and Robert
Yoskowitz.

“Most of my paintings are not painted
from scenes or models. They take shape
as the mixed paint is moved over the
canvas. The teachings of Hans Hofmann
compel me to allow form to exist
through color. My colors express a
spiritual contact with nature and my
experience of today and yesterday.”

Union County artists interested in
the gallery space are welcome to apply.
For more information, call (908) 558-
2550 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
N.J. Relay users can dial 711.

Nancy Ori – “Cottonwoods”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Get Smart:
Mission Unaccomplished

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A promise – the next edition of this col-
umn will tackle an album that’s a bit more
dark and twisty (to borrow a phrase from
Meredith Grey). But today, humble pie is
served.

In the latest “Vic’s Picks” to grace these
pages, this columnist committed a music sin
for which she must atone – she judged a band
without checking out its sound. Your favor-
ite (okay, only) Leader/Times music critic
enthused about Kate Voegele and promoted
her next concert gig while snubbing its head-
liner. In all fairness, this critic hasn’t heard a
single release from said headliner in about
seven years. So…

Hanson, I am sorry.
Vic’s Picks and her sister went to the

aforementioned concert with every intention
of leaving right after the openers (well, stick-
ing around for an “Mmbop” throwback was
on the menu, but staying for the whole set?
Not in my plan). But we found something
completely unexpected. Hanson was…good?

Gone were the babyfaces and (some of)
the long hair; in their place were energetic
twentysomethings with catchy alt-rock hooks
and retro sensibilities. The Hansons aren’t
just engaging entertainers – they’ve written
some great songs to back them up.

Eleven years after their teenybopper’s-
dream single, the brothers are rocking out.
No, they’re not going to change the industry
a second time, but they’ve parlayed their
music savvy and entrepreneurial skills into
solid releases on their own record label. And
they deserve our respect.

This is no joke – if Hanson’s first single
had existed only on home movies and made
it no farther than their three-car garage, the
brothers would be enjoying a completely
different kind of success right now.

The brothers’ musical evolution finds them
emulating the angular guitar licks of Maroon
5 while drawing on the classic rock and retro
pop they grew up on. “Tearing It Down”
starts with a challenge and reaches back to
the sunny 70s for its heart. The energetic
“Running Man” derives its bounce right
from Billy Joel’s “My Life.” Clearly, these
guys are nowhere near the Piano Man talent-
wise, but it’s refreshing to hear pop that
salutes past greats instead of the current
flavor of the week.

Taylor Hanson’s voice benefited from
puberty – his adult voice is a scratchy tenor
with resonance and soul. Quagmire (of “Fam-
ily Guy” infamy) wouldn’t mistake the middle
Hanson for a girl anymore. Case-in-point:
the edgy “Blue Sky,” on which Taylor digs in
with all the grittiness he’s got and comes out
with the most amped effort on the album.

“Been There Before” searches for “the
roots of rock and roll,” and album highlight


