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ELLIOTT, FEENEY, DIFRANCESCO EXCEL ON OFFENSE

Cranford 12s Top WF White
For Ripken District 12 Crown

DIFILIPPO, ANDERSON WHACK TWO-RUN DOUBLES

WF White 10s Top SPF Blue
In Ripken Opening Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Aggressiveness on the base paths
and at the plate got the Cranford 12-
year-old baseball team on the high
road to the Cal Ripken District 12
championship with a 14-4 victory
over Westfield White at Gumbert Field
in Westfield on June 25. On June 20,
Westfield White earned the top seed
by sidetracking Cranford, 6-5, in the
opening round of the tournament.

“We did say this tonight. ‘If we got
a base hit, walk, whatever it was, we
were going to turn it into two (bases).’
Be aggressive! If we get thrown out,
we get thrown out, but we were going
to be the upper hand. We were not
going to be the hunted. We were go-
ing to be the attackers,” said Cougar
coach Bob Bruns.

The young Cougars pounced with a
15-hit attack and combined for 15
stolen bases, not including passed balls
and wild pitches. Andrew DiFrancesco,

who went 4-for-4 with a double, three
runs scored and an RBI, was the chief
thief with seven stolen bases. Sean
Feeney, who pitched the final two
innings, provided potent poke with
three hits, including a triple, four RBI
and three runs scored. He also swiped
three bases and scooted home on a
passed ball.

“Andrew has had some games where
he hit four home runs in one game. He
is one of our catalysts like our other
big 12-year-old bodies. He hits the
ball hard and everybody feeds off him,
including my son right through the
whole order,” said coach Bruns. “Sean
has had the biggest growth spurt in the
last year. He is a man playing with
some boys. He’s strong enough where
he can get almost anybody out with
off-speed pitches and his fastball. He’s
a great hitter too.”

Coach Bruns’ son, Bobby, added a
pair of singles and a run scored. Jake
Forrestal had a pair of singles, three

runs scored and an RBI. Johnny
Oblichinski (3 RBI, run scored) bat-
tered a pair of singles and a two-run
double and Mike Guarriello ripped a
two-run double and scored once. Alex
Plick scored twice and Jack
McCaffery lofted an RBI sacrifice
fly. Defensively, Tommy Trotter,
Cameron Kutzer and Tyler Davis ef-
fectively covered the outfield.

Even though Cougar pitchers
Forrestal and Feeney were stingy, yield-
ing only two walks and a hit batter,
Westfield White put the bat on the ball,
striking out only three times, while
collecting eight hits. Dylan Elliott (run
scored) did very well in his three plate
appearances with a two-run double, an
RBI double and being hit by a pitch.
Matt Storcks ripped a pair of doubles,
scored twice and walked. Chris Arena
singled and had an RBI, while Patrick
Decker, Matt Smoot and Peter Zecca
each had a single and Marc Luino scored

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vincent DiFilippo and Devon
Anderson each whacked a two-run
double to lead the Westfield White to
a breakaway, six-run third inning en
route to an 11-1, four-inning victory
over the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) Blue in the opening round of
the Cal Ripken 10-year-old District
12 Tournament at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains on June 28.

The young Blue Devils did put the
bat on the ball to total 12 hits. First
baseman Chris Boutsikaris, who
reached base safely in all three at
bats, rapped a pair of singles, scored
twice and had an RBI. Scott Tupper
tapped a pair of RBI singles and lead-
off hitter Eric Varakian doubled,
walked and scored twice. DiFilippo
and Anderson also scored after whack-
ing their doubles. Cleanup hitter Nick

Mele smacked an RBI double and
scored twice, Brett Robertshaw
singled and scored, and Chris Varano
poked an RBI single. Chris Rinaldi
walked and scored once, Hopper
Murray singled and scored, Ethan
Smith singled and Thomas Summers
had one plate appearance.

“Up and down the lineup we have
been working on being very aggres-
sive. If the first pitch is in, we are
driving it, and also knowing the count.
When they have a hitter’s count, they
are looking for a pitch they can drive,”
said Westfield coach Joe Rinaldi.
“Most of these guys have been to-
gether for three years. We are able to
work with them to get to that next
level.”

The young Raiders totaled five hits
and Jacob Grambor, who walked,
scored the sole run when Connor
Walsh ripped an RBI single in the

fourth inning. Robert O’Brien,
Vincent Conti, Brian McManus and
Marcus Shaw each smacked a single.

“We swung the bats pretty well
today. We made good contact. We put
the ball in play and they just weren’t
finding the holes. Our team is very
capable. Credit to Westfield! They
stayed aggressive. They swung their
bats really well and they ran the bases
very well,” said SPF Blue coach Mike
Walsh.

Defensively, Raider first baseman
Kyle Coupe snagged a steaming line
drive, Dante Trigo made a fine catch
in right field in the second inning and
Griffin Whitmer covered right field
in the third and fourth innings. An-
thony Schenone handled the short-
stop position well.

Westfield turned two double plays
and both killed potential Raider ral-

COLWELL GETS 3 HITS, SCORES 4 RUNS; MURRAY 2 RBI

WF Blue Rips Springfield 10s
In District 12 Tourney, 14-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 10-year-old Westfield Blue
baseball team scored early and rocked
the Springfield Minutemen, 14-4, in
five innings in the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12 Tournament at Memorial Field
in Scotch Plains on June 28. Westfield
played a solid game both defensively
and offensively, yielding just three
hits, two errors and two hit batsmen,
while grouping 14 hits and five walks
with a multitude of stolen bases.

Owen Colwell led the Blue with
two doubles, a single and four RBI.
Owen Murray (2 RBI) whacked two
timely hits. Parker Hess had three hits
and scored once and George
Devanney bashed two doubles and
scored a run. Rowan Oberman ripped
two hits and scored a run, Dan
Criscuolo (RBI) bashed two singles.
Justin Lankler singled twice and
Owen Brancatella contributed a hit.

Starting pitcher Justin Lin kept
the Minutemen off-balance with a
three inning, one-hit performance,
utilizing his deceptive fastball and
change-up. Solid pitching from re-
liever Oberman in the fifth kept the

shutout intact.
“We have a nice line of twelve kids,

who always give us one-hundred per-
cent. We run well. We hit with some
power. We seem to do a good job of
getting two-out base hits. We had hits
all the way down to the bottom of the
order and RBI’s coming out of our
eight, nine guys. We pitched very,
very well. Justin (Lin) gave you a
pretty good idea of what kind of a
pitcher he’s been for us and he gets
better every time he’s out there.
Oberman, he’s the most natural 10-
year old baseball player I’ve ever
seen. He throws strikes and has the
best change-up,” said Westfield Head
Coach Mike Murray.

Westfield jumped Springfield for
four runs in the bottom of the first
inning. Tyler Roth drew a leadoff
walk, Oberman hit a looping single
and Colwell sizzled a RBI double
over third. Murray lofted his RBI
sacrifice fly. Hess singled to right,
swiped two bases and dashed home
on Devanney’s single.

Westfield Blue added four more
runs in the second inning. Lankler
tapped an infield single and Roth

drew a walk. Oberman, Colwell and
Murray each ripped RBI singles. Hess
poked a sac fly to left and Devanney
drilled an RBI double over the
rightfielder’s head.

The Minutemen jumped on
Westfield’s first reliever in the fourth
inning and scored all four of their
runs. Lukas Boettcher reached first
on infield bobble, Mark Jensen
walked, Jimmy Finnegan punched an
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High School Juniors! 
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Our 15th Consecutive Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREVENTING A RALLY AT HOME PLATE…Westfield White’s Matt Storcks gets tagged out at the plate by Cranford
catcher Andrew DiFrancesco after a fine throw from third baseman Sean Feeney in the third inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEATING OUT AN INFIELD SINGLE…Westfield White’s Chris Boutsikaris beats out an infield single in the first inning
as SPF Blue first baseman Kyle Coupe prepares to catch the ball.
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Nestled by impressive grounds, near the top of the Mountainside hills, this well-
maintained brick Colonial captivates you with marvelous details and desirable updates. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, natural wood moldings, sun-catching windows and a grace-
ful flow craft an unsurpassed interior. The living room and formal dining room are com-
plemented by an updated kitchen that opens to the breakfast area, family room and sun-
room. The master suite, added in 1990, pampers you with a bedroom, office, sitting area, 
large customized walk-in closet and a granite accented luxurious bath. Three more bed-
rooms, two & a half more baths, a rec room and a spectacular property with deck, patio 
& fabulous winter view create the ideal venue for you! Presented for $799,000. 
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