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Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price

Match Book

Chardonnay $17.99

Pitch Cabernet

Sauvignon  $14.99

Wine by JOE Pinot

Gris  $15.99

If you really want to celebrate the genius of American
winemaking on the 4th, you can’t do better than Stony

Hill.  We haven’t had a better domestic chardonnay than
this.  As our Revolutionary Army learned from Lafayette,
these folks have learned from Burgundy.  Aged only in

older oak, and with no malolactic fermentation, you can
taste absolute quality of the grapes.  Minerals, apple,

pear, citrus, and bright acid, this is the whole package of
what great California can be.

Stony Hill Chardonnay $44.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$9.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$17.99
$15.99
$10.99
$7.99
$12.99
$12.99
$9.49
$11.99
$10.99
$9.99
$10.99
$9.99
$12.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 07/09/08

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $26.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $34.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $29.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $26.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $30.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $58.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $31.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $20.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $23.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $19.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $19.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $15.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $21.99   750ml

This wine encompasses much
of what marks traditional

California chardonnay; barrel
fermentation, lees aging, deep

tropical fruit flavors and a
long finish.  By carefully
blending in some cooler

climate fruit from the
Northern California Coast,

however, this becomes more
than just another California
chard.  There is a crisp green
apple flavor and a nice fresh
cutting acidity to balance the

creamy wood flavors.

Pitch is exhibit one in the
case of Washington State
being a serious home for
cabernet.  Lots of serious

plum and cherry, some small
earth and herbal tones, and a
structure that suggests a more
expensive wine.  This matches
well with burgers or steak and

it has a nice soft lingering
finish with just enough

smoke to make you think it
kissed your grill.  On the 4th,

it seems right to have
something from Washington.

Oregon is developing an
increasingly good relationship
with the family of pinot grapes.

(Noir and Gris or Grigio –
which are the same grape

genetically just rendered in
French or Italian.)  The Wine by
Joe has the advantages of both

the crisp freshness of the
Northern Italian versions and
the deep richness of fruit with

the make of the French
Alsatians.  There is all kinds of
pear, citrus and apple in this.
Genuinely refreshing, this is a
great porch wine, but it also

has enough heart for
barbequed chicken.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

An All American 4th

30 YEARS . . .FO
R

JON BRAMNICK

Has Represented Individuals
Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

One of the interesting journalistic tradi-
tions of early America is that the political
debate that led to the Revolution was led by
men and women writing under pen names
throughout the colonies. Many of our Found-
ing Fathers contributed to the debate under
“nom de plume,” including Alexander
Hamilton, John Jay, James Madison and
Samuel Adams. The most prolific was prob-
ably Benjamin Franklin, whose many pen
names included the famous “Poor Rich-
ard.” Pseudonyms were used not only for
freedom of expression and dramatic license,
but also for reasons of personal security in
order to protect one’s identity, business and
family in a climate of fear, arrests and
political intolerance.

For many years, newspapers such as
The Westfield Leader have had, for good
journalistic reasons, a policy against pub-
lishing anonymous letters to the editor or
articles written under pseudonyms; how-
ever, the growth, popularity and legiti-
macy of anonymity in the blog and web
spheres has created many new implica-
tions for the movement of opinion in
America today. As in the 1700s, there are
many personal, literary, professional and
political reasons today as to why an on-
line contributor would wish to remain
anonymous. One reason that has become
particularly worrisome is the fear of pub-
licly sounding “politically incorrect.”

The “politically correct” movement be-
gan and succeeded as a much-needed effort
to sensitize American society against offen-
sive conduct and language based on gender,
race, culture, ethnicity, age and disability;
however, it has also expanded in size, scope
and orthodoxy to become an often-used
liberal bully tactic, especially in Presiden-
tial election politics this year and even
against fellow liberals — just ask Geraldine
Ferraro or Bill Clinton.

One sad outgrowth of the politically
correct movement is its leaning towards
censorship and its endangerment of free
speech by limiting what is considered
acceptable public discourse, especially in
our public school classrooms, universi-
ties and political forums. Are we sure this
was a product of the liberal left and not
McCarthyism? Sometimes I wonder.

Another hypocrisy is that the
importance of diversity as a policy goal is
generally ignored in two key professional
areas under liberal control. Tim Russert
(a Democrat) was quoted complaining
loudly to correspondent and author
Bernard Goldberg in a 2003 interview
about the near-total absence of
“ideological diversity” in journalism —
also commonly known as “the liberal
media.” Ideological diversity is also
clearly lacking in the hiring practices of
American universities. A 2007 Harvard
survey of faculty political affiliations
concluded that less than 18 percent of the
630,000 full-time college professors
would self-identify as a conservative of
some degree, 18 percent as “middle of the

Do the Politically Correct Thugs
Force Writers to Use Nom de Plume?

Community View

road” and 62 percent as a liberal of some
degree. Perhaps a college affirmative
action program is in order, one to address
the woeful underrepresentation of
professors with politically conservative
views. It can start with Republicans with
doctorates in journalism. In spite of their
advanced training, they seem unlikely to
find a job in either the newsroom or the
classroom.

A final word about Geraldine Ferraro
and her record on political correctness
(disclosure: I have supported her cam-
paigns in years past). As a Congresswoman,
she was an outspoken leader for women’s
rights and human rights. Mrs. Ferraro spon-
sored the Women’s Economic Equity Act,
ending pension discrimination against
women and seeking greater job training
and opportunities for displaced homemak-
ers. She also played a prominent leader-
ship role in the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment. Will Geraldine Ferraro be
remembered as one of the heroes of politi-
cal correctness in the 1980s, 10 years be-
fore the larger movement? For an out-
standing career in public service, for being
a strong role model for women with politi-
cal aspirations, for shattering the V.P. glass
ceiling in 1984? Or will her legacy be
forever tarnished by the PC bullies who
forced her to resign in disgrace from Hillary
Clinton’s campaign for expressing rea-
sonable doubts, presumably about Barack
Obama’s very thin resume, in this unfortu-
nate fashion:

“If Obama was a white man, he would
not be in this position. And if he were a
woman of any color, he would not be in
this position. He happens to be very lucky
to be who he is. And the country is caught
up in the concept.”

Without hesitation, David Axelrod,
Obama’s media adviser, publicly discred-
ited Ferraro as a bigot and not a single
party leader, including Mrs. Clinton, dared
to come to her defense, or point to a solid
40-year record of contrary evidence.

There are many ordinary citizens with
professional or political careers, children in
school or varied lives who have sensed or
experienced a fear or threat of this kind, and
could have warned Mrs. Ferraro to be care-
ful of the following: there are PC thugs out
there hiding behind a noble idealism that
she, in fact, helped to pioneer; their inner
mission is that of political operatives to
spread a much larger partisan agenda; and,
in McCarthy-like fashion, the suppression
of free speech and public smear campaigns
are their preferred weapon of choice.

I wonder how many screen names Ben-
jamin Franklin would have in the com-
puter age to deal with science, weather,
social, economic and political injustice,
and the personal and public injustices that
sometimes arise in the name of political
correctness.

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman

Review of School Superintendent
Contracts Online is Interesting

Veterans of ‘Forgotten War’ Pleased
With Scotch Plains Parade Celebration

I found your information very interest-
ing and comprehensive (review of school
superintendent contracts in progress
online at goleader.com). Working in the
area of taxation for almost 20 years, I
have long felt that the biggest problem,
the elephant in the corner of the room if
you will, is the simple lack of enforce-
ment of the laws as they exist on the
books.

The sad reality is that every time that
shortfall exists, regardless of the reason,
those of us who work for companies and
get W-2’s or 1009’s are hard pressed to
“shelter” our income. However, the thou-
sands, if not millions, of people who work
for cash in the State of NJ pay far less than
their fair share, I’m sorry to say.

Whether it’s an illegal alien who does
not pay taxes, the landscaper who only
reports a portion of their income or the
business owner who uses their company
van to pull their jet skis to the shore on
weekends, they are all cheating on their
taxes and making it harder on those who
don’t.

Furthermore, the abuse that exists in

the sales tax system is likewise causing
the loss of millions, if not billions, in
revenue. Very few people realize that on
the NJ Income Tax Return is a line to
report “Use Tax.” Use Tax is due when
you purchase something from an out-of-
state vendor that would have been subject
to sales tax if it were purchased from an
in-state vendor. Someone who purchases
a computer through the mail, for example,
owes the equivalent of the NJ Sales Tax
on that purchase and should remit it with
their Income Tax Return.

If we could tighten up these two simple
areas of taxation, we would have so much
revenue coming in that we might even be
able to cut taxes for once.

Also, giving towns and cities the abil-
ity to have a local sales tax, on top of the
state sales tax, would give local munici-
palities a new way to raise revenue, one
that is based upon consumption and not
upon income or the value of your home.
NJ is rather unique in that most other
states have some local sales tax rate.

Regarding the issue of Superintendent
contracts, I think that it is unfortunate that
the system allows for such abuse. There
are lots of ways that the formulas can be
modified to reduce the cost to the public,
but if these are the terms of the contracts
that were negotiated, shame on the people
who negotiated them. I can only suspect
that cronyism is to blame for such lucra-
tive terms.

Regarding unfunded pensions, if the
State has the obligation, it needs to make
good on it. However, coming back to the
taxpayers, who were paying their fair share
all along, seems rather unfair. If poor man-
agement of the fund is to blame, then the
institutions that managed the money need
to be forced to pay. The heady days of the
last few years when pension funds were
getting fantastic returns based on invest-
ments in sub-prime debt are over now, and
the individuals and institutions that failed
to see the risk inherent in those types of
investments need to be held responsible.
The party is over and the punch bowl has
been taken away.

Regarding lifetime medical benefits
for teachers, although this is a very touchy
subject, I simply don’t think that any one
class of people deserves lifetime medical
benefits born on the backs of the taxpay-
ers. If they negotiate them, they need to
pay for them and have the money be paid
into a fund in real time with the benefits
determined based upon the money in the
fund, similar to a self funded insurance
policy. The only real solution to this prob-
lem is for the federal government to give
everyone some level of subsidized medi-
cal benefits. I think that people would
support that.

Keep up the good work.

John Skowronski
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Although the parade was about a month
ago, I’m still getting positive comments
from Korean War Veterans and parade
viewers. This year, the parade theme com-
memorated the 55th anniversary of the
signing of the Korean War Armistice.

Approximately 50 Korean War veter-
ans participated in the memorial service
before the parade, and they later rode in
open cars during the parade. I was
wounded in Korea. Veterans riding in the
parade were very pleased with the public
response of flag waving, applause and
people shouting “thank you.” This gave
the veterans a great sense of pride, and
they were delighted to know their efforts
were appreciated and not forgotten.

In another aspect of expressing appre-
ciation to Korean War veterans, I am
spearheading a community wide effort to
install a commemorative clock in the front
of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
The clock will face two directions with
the design being similar to the clock at
Martine Avenue and South Avenue in
Fanwood. There will be a plaque at the
base of the clock honoring the Korean
War veterans.

The idea of the commemorative clock
is to remind viewers of the sacrifices
made by Scotch Plains veterans who
served our country during the Korean
War and that their service is not forgotten.
The Korean War is often referred to as the

“forgotten war.”
The required funds to purchase and erect

the clock depend solely on public dona-
tions. I need to get as many people as
possible making donations so they too can
look at the clock with the pride of knowing
that their contributions made this honor to
our veterans become a reality.

The committee has raised more than
half of the required $15,000 to purchase
and install the clock. Their goal is to have
the clock ready for unveiling at a dedica-
tion ceremony on Veterans Day, Novem-
ber 11, 2008. Donations, in any amount,
can be made at the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue or by calling
me (Don Wussler) at (908) 889-1709.
Please make checks payable to the Ko-
rean War Memorial Fund.

Don Wussler
Scotch Plains Grand Marshall

Memorial Day Parade

Bramnick Gives DEMs
‘Straight F’s’ on Budget

WESTFIELD – In response to the pas-
sage of the $32.9-billion New Jersey state
budget by the Legislation on Monday,
state Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said he gives the Demo-
crats, the majority party in Trenton,
“straight F’s” on their spending plan.

“The Democrats get an ‘F’ on how they
treated the suburbs. They get an ‘F’ on
their new school construction plan be-
cause the [previous corporation] was laced
with fraud, waste and abuse,” Mr.
Bramnick said, saying the New Jersey
Schools Construction Corporation had
no system of accountability in place on
how tax funds were being spent.

“They (Democrats) get an ‘F’ for their
plan on COAH (Council on Affordable
Housing), [which is being] forced on
towns when they just don’t have the land
to do it (build affordable housing),” Mr.
Bramnick said.

Mr. Bramnick also said he gives Leg-
islative Democrats “F” for “not realiz-
ing” that businesses and state residents
are moving out of New Jersey.

He did give them an “A” for attendance
at budget meetings.

He also recommended that the major-
ity party in Trenton take “a long recess so
they stop doing so much damage in the
state.”

On the Net, learn about
“The State Fiscal Crisis” at

goleader.com

Muhlenberg Hospital Notifies Rescue
Squads of Discontinued Services

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent last
week by e-mail to area rescue squads.

*****
Dear EMS Providers:
I would like to inform you of recent

service changes at Muhlenberg. Our inten-
tion is to stay in touch with you in order to
provide up to date factual information.

Muhlenberg continues to operate a full
service emergency room and an acute
care hospital. You can be assured that we
have the necessary staff and resources to
care for patients that you bring to us.

Muhlenberg has discontinued admis-
sion of patients to its In Patient Psychiat-
ric Unit on June 23. We are currently
continuing to care for the patients remain-
ing on the unit.

Muhlenberg continues to operate a
Screening and Mobile Crisis Intervention
Center. Trinitas Hospital will assume re-
sponsibility for this service at some point
in the future. The service will, however,
continue to operate on the Muhlenberg

campus.
Muhlenberg [closed] its obstetrical ser-

vice on June 30. Plans have been made
with Trinitas Hospital to accept care
Plainfield Health Center patients. PHC
has communicated with its patients re-
garding this change. You can still con-
tinue to bring obstetrical patients in need
of emergency services to Muhlenberg.

In order to assist us in communicating
with you in a timely manner, we are
requesting that you provide an email ad-
dress for future squad communications.
Please forward your email address to
pkumar@solarishs.org or mail it to Priya
Kumar, 80 James Street, Edison NJ 08820.
If you require any additional information,
please feel free to contact me at (908)
668-2000. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.

Nancy Fiamingo
Sr. V.P. and Chief Operating Officer

Muhlenberg Medical Center
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