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Union County Freeholder News

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctorby Freeholder Rick Proctor

We have been struggling with the issue
of hospital closures in Union County since
last year when Union Hospital closed.
Unfortunately, county elected officials
can do nothing to fix the problem except
call our fellow elected officials at the state
and federal level to solve this crucial
problem.

In the past two years, two Union County
hospitals have failed because of the ne-
glect of the state Department of Health
and Senior Services to address the ur-
gency of the funding problem. The hospi-
tal closures in Union County are caused
by two problems; first, the inadequate
reimbursement schedules of both Medi-
care and Medicaid and second, the state
of New Jersey’s pathetically poor reim-
bursement rate for Charity Care. Medic-
aid is funded jointly by the state and
federal government while Medicare is
entirely federally funded and Charity Care
is state funded in its entirety

The New Jersey Hospital Association
estimates that half of hospital revenue is
Medicaid and Medicare reimbursement.
These programs pay approximately $0.69
(Medicaid) and $0.89 (Medicare) on each
dollar billed. In 2007, state-funded char-
ity care reimbursed approximately $715
million of the $1.3 billion paid out by
hospitals. Governor Corzine’s 2008 bud-
get proposes to reduce this amount by
$143 million – lowering the reimburse-
ment rate to $0.44 on the dollar. Worse
yet, is that there is another $275 million –
$300 million in hospital costs incurred by
undocumented immigrants most of which
is completely un-reimbursed.

There are approximately 1.4 million
uninsured individuals in New Jersey – all
of whom, at some point, will seek medical
care at a local hospital. A troubled economy
will swell the ranks of the uninsured and
obtaining care will become more difficult
as additional hospital closings cause more
and more uninsured people seek care at
fewer hospitals. Not only will this problem
concentrate in urban areas, but the sur-
rounding areas will, no doubt, be nega-

tively impacted as well – everyone will be
vying for the same care with fewer hospi-
tals providing medical service.

In Union County, Trinitas Hospital,
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital at Rahway
and Overlook Hospital will take on a
larger share of charity cases as will the
surrounding area hospitals like Somerset,
John F. Kennedy, RWJ and St. Peters in
New Brunswick. The cancer of hospital
closures will spread as more hospitals fall
victim to unrealistic and inadequate reim-
bursement rates. Already, five hospitals
have filed for bankruptcy in the past 18
months, while 11 have closed since 2006.

Even hospitals with healthy balance
sheets suffer from the reimbursement
stress as there are fewer dollars available
to provide adequate facilities, sufficient
medications and supplies for emergen-
cies; the ability to update facilities that are
among the oldest in the country; inca-
pable to recruit and train qualified staff;
and simply keep up with advancing medi-
cal technology.

I recommend that we immediately;
1. Call on the Governor and State Leg-

islature to address this pressing concern
not with another study commission but
with money. Increase charity reimburse-
ment to a minimum of the greater of the
amounts of Medicaid, Medicare or the
reasonable and customary care reimburse-
ment amount;

2. Call on our Congressional Delega-
tion to improve the Medicare reimburse-
ment rates and supplement state Medic-
aid shares.

3. Call on every county and municipal-
ity to join us in this effort.

A country that spends $256 million
dollars a day in Iraq should be able to take
care of its sick. If the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders needs to bring all
of the players together to address this
problem, then we not only have an obliga-
tion, but we should provide the leadership
to address the essential issue of hospital
closures to protect the health of each
citizen in Union County.

More Money Is Needed to
Solve The Hospital Crisis

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Factfinder
Where the Cell Phone

Ticket Money Goes
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau

told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times about
how money from tickets for cell phone
violation use while driving is distrib-
uted between the state and the town.

Should someone be ticketed by the
Westfield Police for the violation (simi-
lar for other towns), the fine is $130
where $50 goes to the town and $80
goes to the State of New Jersey.

WF Residents Are
Treated as ‘Criminals’
I’ve always believed that good laws

and regulations are intended to benefit the
safety and wellbeing of a town’s resi-
dents. Not so in Westfield, apparently,
where the need for ticket revenues far
outpaces common sense. Here is my re-
cent sad-but-true example.

On June 24, I got off the train in
Westfield to find my two young children
waiting on the platform with our college-
aged babysitter. What a great treat, as so
many parents know.

What was not a great treat was to walk
down from the train to find a parking
enforcement officer pulling up to our car,
which the sitter had mistakenly parked in
a permit space. Though I got to the car in
moments, though she had parked there in
error and only for a few minutes, and
though it was 4:44 p.m. (on the ticket) and
the rightful permit holder was undoubt-
edly long gone, the parking officer was
not to be dissuaded from his duty.

His response? “Well, your sitter can
read, can’t she?”

What a sad role model for my children
and what a disgrace to our area when a
community’s residents are treated as the
criminal element.

Susan Ruszala-Johnson
Scotch Plains

Garwood Brook is Eroding
In and Around Center Street

Fanwood Resident Finds Greco’s
Letter Re: Layoffs to be ‘Disingenuous’

WF Should Cut Costs,
Not Increase All Fees
Honorable Mayor and council, I was

disappointed to see the headlines in The
Leader today. Should we not be boasting
on how we have cut costs or found new
ways to share services with the school or
other communities surrounding us? Do
we need such large public safety organi-
zations (fire/police), recreation or public
works departments?

I know a lot of things are mandated, but
where are the initiatives to try? Let’s make
some hard decisions on spending and not
follow the spirit of what we have in Union
County or Trenton. Your efforts are appre-
ciated, but let us cut costs rather than
increase fees that are really hidden taxes.

Tom Quinn
Westfield

Class of 2008 Gives
Back to WHS BASH
We have known about BASH since our

very first days at Westfield High School.
It is a cherished tradition and an amazing
way to celebrate and be together one last
time. We appreciate all that the Opti-
mists, the PTSO and the Recreation Com-
mission do to provide this night for us.

As a result of four years of fundraising,
the Class of 2008 is pleased to make a
donation of $2,000 to Project Graduation
BASH 2008.

Rachel Ganz, Maureen Mazzrese and
Krista Stefanski

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Mayor and Council and copied
to the newspaper.

*****
Dear Mayor and Council Members:

Thank you for listening to us at the coun-
cil meeting on June 24 about erosion of
the Garwood Brook (reference our letter
to you of June 18, 2008). The erosion and
its continuing propagation create a public
safety hazard and are damaging our prop-
erty.

The situation is urgent, and something
needs to be done by the borough. We
maintain our property and will continue
to do so, but we have no control over
maintenance and correction of the brook.

At the meeting, the council did not
answer the two key issues put forth in our
letter:

1. Who owns the brook so that the
responsible party can be contacted to take
corrective action?

2. How will the borough address the
public safety hazard that is developing at
the east end of the culvert between our
building and the St. Paul’s Church prop-
erty on the other side of the brook?

From the discussion at the meeting and
review of newspaper articles, it appears
that the Borough of Garwood is respon-
sible for the upkeep and maintenance of
the brook. The borough repaired the brook
at Willow Avenue in September 2006.
Also, we heard discussion at the meeting
that the borough would perform gabion
work at the brook near the Pathmark store
on South Avenue.

It was also disclosed at the meeting,
and it came as a surprise to us, that the
culvert was installed in the brook be-
tween our property and St. Paul’s Church
because of fear that the two buildings
would fall into the brook. The added fear
now is that our backyard will fall into the
brook.

The town engineer talked about the
blacktop parking lot and lack of a border
on the side of the brook. We fail to see
how the engineer’s recommendation
would remediate this situation. The
brook’s erosion of the embankment is
dislodging the dirt under the surface of
our backyard.

We invite you to inspect the area. You
will see that the ground has separated
from the north side of the concrete cul-
vert. You will also notice that the top
layer of the gabion, closest to the culvert,
has bulged out more than six inches and is
no longer is line with the rest of the gabion
that goes down the brook. This bulge has
caused a depression and separation of
dirt. Directly behind the gabion, a sink-
hole has formed.

The situation is clearly visible now that
the weeds on the embankment have been
cut down. The bulging of the gabion and
the formation of the sinkhole are clear
indications that a public safety hazard is
developing. This is an urgent and serious
concern.

We did not see the photographs taken
by the town engineer. In our photographs,
the bulging of the gabion and the sinkhole
are clearly visible.

The town engineer noted that there is
an 18-inch difference in height between
our parking lot and the top of the gabion.
It appears to us that the gabion was built
too low and should have been built to
ground level at the time of construction.
We believe that this incorrect height of
the gabion is a contributing factor to the
problem.

The brook embankment has become a
jungle of weeds growing in excess of six
feet in height, intruding into our property
and growing through the slats of our fence.
In maintaining the brook, Garwood work-
ers have come several times to clear the
brush and weeds on the embankment. The
area for them to work in is narrow and
steep. We appreciate their efforts and ac-
knowledge that the borough’s maintenance
work is essential. However, given the ga-
bion and sinkhole problems, clearing the
area may be accelerating the erosion.

We request the borough to examine
this problem in greater depth and answer
our questions. Then, a plan to resolve the
safety hazard and arrest erosion can be
put into motion. Until this is done, we are
powerless and the damage to our property
will continue.

Carol Kearney and Gene Jannotti
Garwood

With allowance for the fact that he has
to address the issues of his constituency,
I found PBA Delegate [Ronald] Greco’s
Letter to the Editor regarding potential
Fanwood layoffs (The Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Times, 6/26/08) to be both dis-
ingenuous and inflammatory.

I preface by noting that I am a partisan
– unashamedly – and my extended family
moved to Scotch Plains at a time when
civil tensions in both Plainfield and New-
ark were perceived as a very real threat. I
have great respect for what the police
offer to the quality of life in both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for all citizens, and I
do not take it for granted.

That said, Fanwood’s current budget
situation is not a partisan issue. Were it
so, I would have expected Councilman
(and former Police Chief) [Anthony]
Parenti’s voice, in what appears to have
been a fairly open process, to be louder. It
has been muted. Were there waste and
fraud on an extensive scale, I would have
expected Mr. Parenti’s running mate dur-
ing the last election cycle to have been
able to point to what he would change or
cut – he could not cite anything. And
despite sweeping generalities, Mr. Greco
does not point to anything he would change
or cut either; I suspect that my municipal
swimming pool and miniature golf course
will be a long time in coming.

An exposition as to why I believe Mr.
Greco should be addressing his concerns
to the county and state would be beyond
the scope of this letter, but suffice to say
that Fanwood is now more a bill collector
than a taxing entity in its own right.

That bill, in turn, is being flowed

through – my portion of it has almost
doubled in the 11 years I have been here.

When my fixed costs go up and my
household income declines, I approach
the problem by a) cutting operating ex-
penses, b) spreading out fixed costs when
possible to preserve cash flow and cutting
them when feasible and c) deferring capi-
tal expenses when possible and going
down market if necessary.

Very simply, we may not be able to
afford the police department we have, but
it must be discussed in a calm, non-parti-
san atmosphere in light of current needs
and finances.

Equally as simple, my fixed property
tax burden is getting more and more dif-
ficult to stretch without dents in the rest of
my budget.

Lastly, several years ago, a town in
Union County – Linden – was actually
discovered to have accumulated a sub-
stantial “rainy day fund” apparently un-
beknownst to anyone. The discovery,
rather as being hailed as a sign of fiscal
rectitude, was seen as a means of main-
taining service levels for a while without
raising taxes.

Eventually the fund was depleted, the
long-time mayor defeated for a variety of
reasons including this, and his successor
left to clean up the mess. The moral I take
from this, Mr. Greco, is that, sometimes,
fiscal responsibility is a matter of being
cursed no matter what you do.

The trick is to come to a consensus as to
what needs to be done.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Fourth of July: Our History and
Our National Identity as Americans

Across the country tomorrow, people will cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July, marking the 232nd birth-
day of the United States of America. Families will
enjoy the traditional barbe-
cues, shore trips and a day off
from work, capped by colorful
firework displays in many
communities. While these
time-honored events have
come to symbolize this holi-
day, the day itself holds much
deeper significance for us as
Americans.

The Fourth of July is a tribute
to the founding of our country,
to the freedoms on which it was
built and the way of life we
enjoy today because of those
who laid the groundwork dur-
ing our Colonial infancy. It re-
calls the courage and conviction
of those long-ago men and
women – some immortalized in
the annals of history and count-
less others anonymous – who banded together against
the mightiest nation on earth to achieve liberty, and in
the process forged a new identity as “Americans.”

Just what forms our identity as Americans? Our
most defining characteristic surely is our unwaver-
ing belief in freedom and democracy, for ourselves
and for others throughout the world. Spelled out in
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution
and the Emancipation Proclamation, these sacred
tenets have shaped our nation’s evolution. They have
also impacted the course of world history. It was for
freedom and democracy that American soldiers have
fought and given their lives, from the Revolutionary
War, to the European, Asian and Pacific battle the-
aters of the 20th century, to the current conflicts in
Afghanistan and Iraq. These ideals formed the cor-
nerstone of our heritage and are rights we believe
belong to all people.

A second integral part of our American identity is
our ability to come together as a nation, time after
time, in the wake of division, disaster and the actions
of those who would seek to destroy the foundation
on which our nation was built. It was this resilience
that enabled us to reunify our country following the
Civil War, to heal after the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and to restore communities after
Hurricane Katrina. By the same philosophy, we
extend a hand to those throughout the world caught
in the grip of tyranny, catastrophe or poverty, creat-
ing a sense of global unity.

A third aspect of our American identity is our
“pioneer spirit,” which since our country’s earliest

days has spurred us to expand our horizons as a
nation and as a people. It is that spirit which led us
westward, carried us out into space and which still

inspires us to pursue goals once
thought impossible. It fuels our
quests for new discoveries and
knowledge, helps us bridge cul-
tural differences and guides us
in shaping the future not just
for ourselves but for future gen-
erations.

Each of these qualities that
define us as Americans is a
direct legacy of our nation’s
founders. Our hard-won fight
for independence bolsters our
desire to see others live free.
Our strength as a nation was
handed down from our forbears,
and honed over generations,
buoying us through times of
war, tragedy, epidemics, social
and economic struggles. We
also inherit our pioneer spirit

from those early Americans who first imagined an
independent land.

We hope everyone has a happy and safe Fourth of
July weekend. Enjoy all the picnic fare, the fun at the
shore, the fireworks and festivities. But also remem-
ber to display your flag with pride. The stars and
stripes – vivid and enduring – are a great symbol of our
history, our freedom and our identity as Americans.

Area Fourth of July Fireworks
Cranford at 9:15 p.m. at Nomahegan Park located on

Springfield Avenue.
Mountainside at dusk behind Our Lady of Lourdes Church

located on Central Avenue.
Kenilworth Sunday, July 6 at 9 p.m. at David Brearley

High School on Monroe Avenue beginning at 6 p.m.
Roselle Park starting at noon on West Colfax Avenue

there will be a street fair with food, craft vendors, games,
bands and contests. Fireworks will be held at dusk on the
Roselle Park High School football field.

Summit July 4th from 9:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. there will be
rides, games and a bicycle parade. There will be the annual
softball game played by the Summit Police, Fire and First
Aid squads. There will be an evening concert and fireworks
at the Soldier’s Memorial Field on Myrtle Avenue.

Springfield starting at 5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Park, there
will be food, drink, music, a 50/50 raffle, pony rides, a petting
zoo and fireworks at dusk.

Union during the July 4th day at Biertuempfel Park on
Winslow Avenue, there will be a day rides, clowns, pony
rides and face painting. At about 7:30 p.m., the Party Dolls
will perform followed by fireworks at dusk.

Clark Fireworks will be held at Arthur L. Johnson High
School at dusk. Rides, novelties and food vendors will be
available in front of Town Hall from 4 to 8 p.m.

Plainfield will hold a daytime parade on East Front Street
at 10 a.m. At 6 p.m., a concert will be held at Cedar Brook
Park, followed by fireworks at dusk.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Valise – A small suitcase
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Philter – A love potion

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
SPRAINTS

1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling stones

Coach Jeff Lowe, a
Friend Remembered
It was with a great deal of sadness that

I read in The Westfield Leader Devils Den
column, of the untimely passing of Jeff
Lowe. I got to know Jeff when he was the
head swimming coach for the FSPY swim
team.

Jeff coached both my daughter, Kerry
Lynne, and, son Darren. I would attend
almost every practice, and, of course, all the
swim meets. It was there that I got to observe
how Jeff would focus on the technical and
motivate the swimmers for the meets.

The results he achieved from his swim-
mers were remarkable. He was hard but
fair, something not always appreciated by
the athletes at the time. Clearly, from the
“old” school!

Jeff was also an outstanding person
outside the pool. He will be sorely missed
by all that knew him. So Jeff, my friend,
you left us way too soon, God’s speed.

Keith Hertell
Westfield


