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Judge Allows Experts to
Discuss Machine Findings

NEWARK — The American Civil
Liberties Union of New Jersey
(ACLU-NJ) celebrated a Superior
Court ruling, Friday, allowing ex-
perts commissioned to test the state’s
voting machines to speak about their
findings.

“This decision is a victory for de-
mocracy in New Jersey,” said Avidan
Cover of Gibbons PC, who wrote the
brief on behalf of the ACLU-NJ. “Our
right to vote is only secure when we
know whether our votes will be
counted. If there are problems, we’re
one step closer to knowing before the
election, not after.”

Modifying a previous order, Judge
Linda Feinberg ruled that a gag or-
der on experts inspecting New Jer-
sey voting machines would last for
90 days, beginning June 30. In that
time, the experts will have 30 days to
test the machines and 30 days to
issue their findings. Then, the state
has 30 days to review the experts’
findings.

Following that, the information will
be made available to the public.

“We’re gratified by this ruling,”
said Mr. Cover, who submitted a
friend-of-the-court brief earlier this
month on behalf of the ACLU-NJ,
New Jersey Press Association, North
Jersey Media Group and New Jersey
Foundation for Open Government,
asking Judge Feinberg to reverse her
earlier order silencing experts from
releasing findings about the state’s

voting machines.
“This means that we can have mean-

ingful public debate,” he said.
In May, the court allowed experts

to investigate the integrity of the
machines, but they were not allowed
to discuss results until the lawsuit
was finished, including through ap-
peals, even if they believed there
were security problems or errors.

Lawmakers Pass Amended
Pension Reform Legislation

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA)
launched a statewide protest on June
20 to oppose three bills that would
have changed the formula used to
calculate pensions for certain public
school employees.

The NJEA organized protests at 35
locations across the state, picketing
outside of senators’ offices to garner
support for their cause.

The protests largely ended in suc-
cess, as the three bills that the NJEA
targeted during the protests were dis-
carded. The bills would have forced
members of the Teachers’ Pension and
Annuity Fund (TPAF) and members
of the Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS), who concurrently
hold more than one TPAF- or PERS-
covered position, to designate one
position as the basis for the pension.

The bills would also have shifted
the basis for membership from the
amount of compensation to the num-
ber of hours worked weekly, as well
as revising the definition of compen-
sation, calculating benefits based on
the average salary of an employee’s
five highest-paid years rather than
the three-highest years.

A compromise bill was passed as
The Public Employee Pension and
Benefits Reform Act of 2008, which
included no provisions from the afore-
mentioned bills.

The bill package that was passed,
according to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield), raises the age of
retirement from 60 to 62 for future
pension fund members and eliminates
one paid holiday, Lincoln’s birthday,
from the state government public
employees’ working year.

However, as Assemblyman Rich-
ard Merkt (LD-25, Mendham) pointed
out, “The removal of Lincoln’s Birth-
day as a holiday won’t take effect
until 2011” due to a contract with
state employees.

It also establishes a minimum an-
nual salary of $7,500 to qualify for
TPAF or PERS, up from the current
$1,500 minimum. The package was
voted on in both houses of the State
Legislature, passing through the State
Senate by a vote of 31-8 and through
the Assembly by a vote of 52-13.

On June 20, protesters from the
Westfield school district gathered
outside Mr. Kean’s office on Elm
Street in Westfield, and employees of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district
met outside Senator Nicholas
Scutari’s office in Linden. Both voted
in favor of the amended legislation.

“Who is going to take these jobs in
the future if there’s nothing but a small
salary and no pension?” said Michael
Seiler, Westfield Education Associa-
tion president, who spoke on behalf of
local union members. “We’ll have

chaos. We need these people to be able
to earn a living and a pension.”

Multiple public school employees at
the rally, including Mr. Seiler, repeat-
edly blamed the legislators for “balanc-
ing the budget on [the NJEA’s] back.”

More than 100 protestors marched
back and forth outside of Mr. Kean’s
office, chanting, “We’ll remember in
November; we are not the problem;
we pay our pensions; we teach the
children; bury the vouchers.”

Passersby joined the protest, and cars
honked as they drove past the crowd.

In Linden, SPFEA protestors met
outside of Mr. Scutari’s office. SPFEA
President Dominick Giordano said
between 50 and 60 SP-F faculty mem-
bers showed up for the rally.

“Our organization’s motto is
‘Working Together to Make a Differ-
ence,’ and I feel like we rose to this
motto at the rally,” Mr. Giordano said.

Mr. Giordano echoed Mr. Seiler’s
comments regarding how the changes
would impact the ability of a district to
attract the most qualified employees.

“The SP-F district would lose out
on higher-quality workers…the pub-
lic employees that are being targeted
for the pension reduction/reform are
the hardworking, honest people that
have nothing to do with the problems
in the pension system.”

Last year, the Legislature and the
NJEA reached an agreement to make
changes to the pension system in or-
der to salvage the state’s budget.

The sudden proposal of the new pen-
sion reform bills upset Mr. Giordano.
“The people that came to the rescue of
the legislators are the same people that
are now being targeted [in the original
bill package],” he said.

Daniel Miller, a member of the
Summit teachers union, said the NJEA
made “considerable concessions,”
during negotiations last November.
He said the organization did so with
the assumption that pensions would
be left in tact.

Mr. Kean and Mr. Scutari voted to
approve the revised bill package. Its
goal, Mr. Kean said, is to “protect the
integrity of the [pension] fund” for
both current and future employees. “I
think we need to ensure the pension
system is not being abused for per-
sonal gain,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Scutari addressed the rally out-
side his Linden office, assuring the
crowd that the reforms “are techni-
cal, minor and for new employees
only… they will help bring financial
stability to the fund for people who
are already in it.”

Michael Pollack contributed to the
report.

Unemployment Trust
Fund Law Signed

TRENTON — Gov. Jon Corzine
has signed legislation to redirect $260
million to the Unemployment Insur-
ance (UI) Trust Fund. The fund is set
to automatically increase unemploy-
ment taxes on businesses if the bal-
ance falls below a predetermined
level. Over the past 14 years, $4.7
billion in revenues has been diverted
from the fund to other purposes, lead-
ing to a diminished balance.

 “This contribution to the Unem-
ployment Trust Fund not only allows
us to move forward with the budget
process, but is also a signal that we’re
going to balance budgets without raid-
ing trust funds or using one-shot gim-
micks,” Mr. Corzine said.

 The legislation also has the sup-
port of the business community. “For
the past decade, we’ve been encour-
aging government to put the trust
back in trust funds, based on the con-
sistent raiding of the UI fund for
unrelated purposes,” said Joan
Verplanck, president of the New Jer-
sey Chamber of Commerce.

 “Make no mistake, without this bill,
the state would be imposing a tax
increase on jobs at a time of great
economic weakness,” Philip Kirschner,
of the state’s Business and Industry
Association said.

Governor Corzine Signs
NJ Debt Reduction Bill

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine has signed legislation to pay
down the state’s debt by $650 mil-
lion, an action he said will save tax-
payers $135 million in interest and
debt service payments for the next
five years.

“In past years, surplus funds gener-
ated by unexpected revenue growth
have gone toward operation expendi-
tures and avoided hard choices on
budget reductions. Failure to make
those reductions led to carry over
gaps in succeeding years,” Governor
Corzine said. “This payment on debt
is in keeping with the administration’s
goal to match recurring revenues with
recurring expenses.”

Among the bill’s sponsors was
Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth).

“No longer can we afford to just get
by year after year by only focusing on
the short-term finances of New Jer-

sey,” Senator Lesniak said. “Quite
frankly, we need to start paying down
our state debt in order to free up funds
for much needed investment in our
infrastructure. This legislation cre-
ates the mechanism for us to do just
that.”

The debt reduction bill (S-2052)
establishes the long-term obligation
and capital expenditure fund and
makes an appropriation to pay down
the state’s debt load. Funded prima-
rily by the surplus from the fiscal year
2008 budget, the bill dedicates $650
million toward the repayment of long-
term obligations.

This year’s $32.9 billion budget
also includes: $1.1 billion toward
paying down the state’s pension obli-
gation and $3.3 billion over three
years, more than the previous 16 years
combined and $260 million from the
surplus dedicated to replenishing the
Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund,
a move that will prevent the trigger-
ing of a $350 million payroll tax
increase on New Jersey employers.

The bill also appropriates $34 mil-
lion in funding for capital construc-
tion projects at various state facili-
ties, including the Katzenbach School
for the Deaf and Ancora Psychiatric
Hospital, as well as capital projects
dealing with flood control and simi-
lar projects.

The FY 2009 budget also calls for
slashing 3,000 state employees to
offset a $250-million pension liabil-
ity.

McCain Opens NY-NJ
Office in Woodbridge
WOODBRIDGE — The McCain

campaign opened the doors to its
Regional Campaign Headquarters
for New Jersey and New York on
June 25.

“This headquarters is a very vis-
ible, physical presence that comple-
ments the grassroots support that’s
been building for John McCain for
the past year,” said state Senator Bill
Baroni (LD-14, Hamilton Twp.), New
Jersey state campaign Chairman for
Mr. McCain.

In attendance for the opening of the
office was State Campaign Co-Chair-
men Senator Kevin O’Toole (LD-40,
Cedar Grove), Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield), Assembly Re-
publican Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-
26, Morris Plains), Morris County
Sheriff Ed Rochford, Bergen County
Clerk Kathe Donovan and state Sena-
tor Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington).

McCain, Obama Asked
To Tell More Donor Info.

TRENTON — The League of
Women Voters of New Jersey has
announced that the national League
(the League of Women Voters of the
United States) has urged Presidential
candidates Barack Obama and John
McCain to reveal details about
fundraisers for their  campaigns who
“bundle” contributions in amounts
exceeding what they’re permitted to
contribute on their own, and to fur-
nish data about their small donors.

Letters written to the candidates
specifically ask that a single dollar
figure be reported that represents pre-
cisely and cumulatively how much
money the campaign attributes to each
individual who has bundled contribu-
tions of at least $50,000.

Merkt: Lincoln’s Holiday
Removal is ‘Double-Talk’

TRENTON — Assemblyman Ri-
chard Merkt (LD-25, Mendham) has
said Gov. Jon Corzine’s statements
that he is considering restoring the
day after Thanksgiving as a holiday
for state workers to replace the re-
cently eliminated Lincoln’s Day holi-
day is “more evidence of the
administration’s double-talk on re-
form.”

“If the purpose of eliminating the
Lincoln Day holiday was to save costs,
those savings will be totally negated
by restoring the day after Thanksgiv-
ing as a holiday for state workers,”
Mr. Merkt said. “Making matters
worse, the removal of Lincoln’s Birth-
day as a holiday won’t take effect
until 2011, which means that if the
day after Thanksgiving is restored as
an ‘off-day’ this year, we’ll actually
be enhancing public worker benefits
for the next three years.”

The State Legislature on June 23
voted to remove Lincoln’s Birthday
as a state holiday as part of an effort
to cut back on the costs associated
with state worker benefits. Mr.
Corzine’s statement that he is willing

to look at restoring the day after
Thanksgiving as a holiday for state
workers comes just one year after he
put a stop to that practice by not
granting the day off in 2007.

Mr. Merkt said in interviews with the
Associated Press, the Governor said he
would prefer holidays be negotiated at
the bargaining table, and that reducing
the number to 12 through legislation
could sway him to giving workers off
the day after Thanksgiving.

“Real reform doesn’t mean cut-
ting costs in one place so that you
can increase them somewhere else,
and it doesn’t mean simply shuffling
days off for state workers,” Mr. Merkt
said. “This is just another example
of why the taxpayers don’t take seri-
ously any promises of reform out of
Trenton.”

Mr. Merkt called the $32.9-billion
budget, signed into law this week, an
“artfully crafted lie.” He said the
budget hides more than $1 billion in
government spending off budget,
thus distorting the budget’s bottom
line and misleading the public re-
garding the state’s finances.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  * (908) 756-7623

Right now, for a limited time, you can enjoy tremendous savings on handcrafted 
Shifman mattress. Every style is on sale, including all firmnesses and sizes plus
extra savings on our best-selling quilted matress. If you have been thinking of 

purchasing a new matress, now is the time to do it. 
Shifman - Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

OUR

BEST-SELLING

SHIFMAN MATTRESS

AT THE

LOWEST PRICE

OF THE SEASON.

E N D S  J U LY  6 T H
Extra Savings on Crystal

SALE PRICES
STARTING AT

$149.00
ea. pc.

SAVE 35%-50% 
plus an additional 10%

T W I N E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $410.00    
SALE $219.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $197.00

F U L L E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $550.00    
SALE $299.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $269.00

Q U E E N S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1260.00    
SALE $699.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $629.00

K I N G S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1940.00    
SALE $1049.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $944.00

Save 35%-50% on all other styles

PLUS Valley Furniture Shop Giveaway
Free Mattress Cover With all New Premium Set Purchases

AT THE CIRCLE…Ron Bansky and Associates of Allstate in Westfield celebrate
their grand opening at 519 South Avenue, West after relocating from Central
Avenue. Pictured left to right, are: Susan Minken of the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (WACC), WACC Director Naomi McElynn,  Tyler Bansky, Jared
Bansky, Cindy Bansky, Ron Bansky, Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Town
Councilman James Foerst and Martha Harearik of WACC. Not pictured is
Downtown Westfield Corporation Director Sherry Cronin.

Correction
The Westfield town recreation

director’s name is correctly spelled
as Bruce Kaufmann, not as incor-
rectly spelled in the article last week
titled “Pool Members Upset Over
Palm Trees”.


