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POLICE BLOTTER

FREEDOM SONG…The Westfield Community Band will perform on the gazebo
at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield during the town-wide Independence Day
celebration tonight, July 3, at 7:30 p.m. at the park. The band’s performance will
be part of its 96th season of summer concerts. See release on page 7.

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department
EARLY MORNING FIRE…A house fire occurred in Westfield at 14 Byron
Court on July 1 around 1 a.m. The Westfield Fire Department responded to find
the bedroom on the second floor fully involved. The fire departmentwas able to
keep the fire from spreading although extensive damage to the bedroom, and
smoke damage to the rest of the house was reported. No injuries where reported,
and the fire remains under investigation. Cranford and Scotch Plains Fire
Departments assisted the Westfield fire department on scene, while Mountainside,
Garwood and Fanwood fire departments covered Westfield Fire Headquarters.

With tears in her eyes, Vera Howell,
a long-term Muhlenberg employee,
said, “Close your eyes and imagine
this were your town. This is a shame
and a disgrace.”

“It’s all about money?” she asked.
There was plenty of anger directed

at Solaris and its management for
their perceived failure to come up
with a viable alternative to closure.
“This fight does not end today,” said
Deborah Dow, vice-chairman of the
Plainfield Republican Party.

“We will boycott JFK and initiate
lawsuits,” added Sarah Colvin, pas-
tor at the United Church of Christ in
Plainfield, who referred to the clo-
sure as a product of “institutional
racism.”

Plainfield resident Jesus Delvi
stated that, “we are building hospitals
in Iraq, building hospitals in Afghani-
stan – but closing hospitals here. We
are ready to take this struggle to the
end.”

Bennett Zurofsky, an attorney rep-
resenting the Peoples Organization
for Progress, attempted to file a brief
with the board. He said the board
must reject the application. In refer-
ring to a  duty the state has to protect
and preserve urban hospitals, he ar-
gued that the board had failed to meet
that standard.

As Mr. McGee came to the podium
to formally present the application,
the doors of the ballroom swung open
and two protesters attempted to carry
a large coffin into the room. Judy
Donlen, board chairwoman, objected
immediately and the protesters were
escorted out by police.

Mr. McGee went on to say that
“our healthcare system is broken.”
He cited the lack of state and federal
funding to reimburse hospitals for
charity care as a key reason for the
decision to close the hospital.
Muhlenberg is heavily dependent on
Medicare and Medicaid, with charity
care making up 70 to 80 percent of its
business. He said that the past 10
years have been a challenge, with
Solaris having to regularly transfer
money from JFK to keep Muhlenberg
afloat.

“The easy way out would have
been taking this hospital to bank-
ruptcy,” he said. He stated that he
respected the passion of those op-
posed to the closure “totally.” “I’ve
seen this happen throughout the state.
This system is broken so bad. Our
last alternative was to file a certifi-
cate of need.”

According to Mr. McGee, the deci-
sion was finalized after Solaris’ debt
rating was downgraded to below in-
vestment grade by Moodys and un-
derwriters told management that they
could no longer receive financing if
they continued to prop up
Muhlenberg.

At that point, Mr. McGee said, find-
ing a buyer for the hospital was ex-
plored. Representatives of the con-
sulting firm Accenture, along with
Cain Brothers, an investment bank
specializing in the health care indus-
try, addressed the board and described
how Solaris conducted alternative use
studies for Muhlenberg and looked at
20 different options.

“We could not construct a model
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Muhlenberg Hospital
that got them to break even,” said
Joseph Lemaire of Accenture.
Muhlenberg had ended 2007 with a
$16 million loss and was “burning
cash,” he added. Solaris’ bankers
reached out to potential buyers but
the effort was not successful.

In the end, Mr. McGee said, clos-
ing the hospital or declaring bank-
ruptcy were the only two remaining
options.

Before voting on whether to rec-
ommend approval, the board ques-
tioned Solaris’ management about its
plan to ensure that resources were in
place to meet the needs of the com-
munity if the application was ap-
proved. They will likely recommend
that the satellite emergency room be
kept open for five years and that the
license be kept open for three, with
the hope that a buyer can be found
who can run the hospital as an acute
care facility.

The board praised the work of As-
semblyman Green’s task force, which
brokered an agreement with Trinitas
Hospital to provide obstetrics and
gynecological care for Muhlenberg’s
female patients. Board members also
stressed to Solaris that they expect it
to follow through on its promises to
the community, which include pro-
viding imaging and lab services at
Muhlenberg as well as continuing to
operate the dialysis center and pro-
vide home care services to the public.

“I would not want to be here in six
to eight months with Solaris declar-
ing bankruptcy,” said Judy Donlen,
board chairman, before bringing the
application to a vote. “Reluctantly, I
will be voting for approval of the
application.”

“Rather than lose all services, this
is a plan that maintains necessary
services” and secures the “viability
of the Solaris system,” she noted.

Dr. Sharol Lewis, another member
of the board, said that the “health care
system in New Jersey is in dire straits.”
She voted to approve the application
because “there is no way this hospital
can stay open in its current form.” She
asked that the license be kept open for
three years and called for Solaris to
have a communication plan for in-
forming the public about the trans-
portation options to local hospitals
that are called for in the department’s
recommendations.

The Plainfield Health Center
(PHC), a federally qualified commu-
nity health center, is preparing for an
increase in patients as a result of the
Muhlenberg closure. Rudine Smith,
PHC’s president, said she had been in
talks with Solaris about the PHC es-
tablishing a site at the Muhlenberg
satellite emergency room to deal with
inappropriate self-referrals and non-
emergency health issues. Trinitas also
will have personnel at the PHC to
provide treatment and advice for ex-
pectant mothers.

After the vote was conducted and
the meeting called to a close,
Muhlenberg supporters broke out in
song and said they would continue
their fight to save the hospital.

The ball is now in Commissioner
Howard’s court. She will have 120
days to act on the board’s recommen-
dations.

Area Fourth of July Celebrations
Clark: Rides, novelties and food ven-

dors will be available in front of town
hall from 4 to 8 p.m. After, fireworks
will be held at ALJ High School.

Cranford: Fireworks at 9:15 p.m. at
Nomahegan Park, Springfield Avenue.

Mountainside: Fireworks behind
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church, Central Avenue, at dusk.

Roselle Park: From noon to 5 p.m.
on West Colfax Avenue. There will be
a street fair held with food and craft
vendors, games and contests. Local
bands will perform live during this
time. At 6:15 p.m., The Magic Touch
will play live music, and pony rides
will be available for children. Fire-
works will be held at dusk on the
Roselle Park High School football field.

Summit: From 9:45 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. there will be various rides, games
and a bicycle parade. There will also be

an annual softball game played by the
Summit police and fire departments
and first aid squad. There will be an
evening concert, and fireworks at the
Soldier’s Memorial Field located on
Myrtle Avenue.

Springfield: At 5 p.m., at Meisel
Avenue Park, there will be fireworks,
food, drink, live music, a 50/50 raffle,
pony rides and a petting zoo.

Union: There will be a day program
on July 4, at Biertuempfel Park on
Winslow Avenue, which includes rides,
clowns, pony rides and face painting
activities. Then, beginning at 7:30 p.m.,
the Party Dolls will perform live, fol-
lowed by a fireworks display.

Plainfield: A daytime parade will be
held on East Front Street at 10 a.m. At
6 p.m., a live concert will be held at
Cedar Brook Park, followed by fire-
works at dusk.

County, which was never built. That
museum is now planned for Newark,
officials said.

Mrs. Renna also said the county’s
director of golf operations was re-
placed by Mr. Devanney’s “person-
nel trainer” and will be paid $110,000
per year, an increase of $11,000 over
the previous director, she alleged.

On the county jail, Mrs. Renna said
new directions department director
Brian Riordon lives in Atlantic County
and drives a county vehicle for which
he is reimbursed for his gasoline.

“The jail is pretty much all we need
Union County government for,” Mrs.
Renna said.

After hearing her comments, Mr.
Sullivan responded, “We get it. It’s
all personal with you,” later saying
that Mrs. Renna was contracted by
her husband, Joe Renna, then a county
employee, to sell advertising space in
a publication published for the Union
County Alliance.

He said when the Renna’s stopped
receiving paychecks from the
county, Mrs. Renna started criticiz-
ing county government, while her
husband ran for freeholder in 2003
and 2004.

Mr. Sullivan said lawsuits filed over
the years by Joe Renna “cost the
county $400,000” in legal fees.

During the exchange, Mrs. Renna
told Mr. Sullivan, “You’re going to
hell,” to which Mr. Sullivan quipped,
“I’ll see you there, (but) you’ll be
there before me.”

Mr. Devanney called Mrs. Renna’s
statements “allegations, lies and dis-
tortions.” He said all furniture pur-
chases by the county are through the
state’s public bidding law, where the
lowest bidder is awarded the con-
tract.

Discussing Mrs. Renna’s accusa-
tions concerning his wife, Mr.
Devanney said, “They are nothing
but lies.”

Deputy County Manager Elizabeth
Genievich said the county manager’s
office was not redecorated but
reconfigured due to a lack of suitable
work space for employees.

Roselle Park Councilman Michael
Yakubov, a Republican candidate for
freeholder, said he did not feel elected
officials should get into shouting ex-
changes with residents.

“I hope in the future, there will be
professionalism on both sides of the
[dais],” he said. His running mates,
John Russitano of Westfield and Jo-
seph Franchino of Berkeley Heights,
attended the meeting but did not
speak.

Also opposing the budget was
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson. He
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County Approves
$438 Mil. Budget

described the budget as a “monster.”
“You have now created the mon-

ster with mad scientist names like
Sullivanstein, Froehlichstein,
DeFilippostein,” he said, referring to
Freeholder Sullivan, Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich and County Democratic
Chairman Charlotte DeFilippo.

“This sucking beast is now stealing
huge amounts of tax dollars from the
communities of Union County, com-
munities that are struggling with their
budgets because you are taking their
money and not giving anything in
return but a pittance,” Mr. Paterson
said.

Meanwhile, Freeholder Vice Chair-
man Al Mirabella said the board’s
finance committee, of which he
chaired, “cut $2.37 million from the
2008 tax levy” from Mr. Devanney’s
executive budget.

“Mandated costs, such as salaries,
health insurance and pensions, had
largely contributed to a $26-million
deficit, which was subsequently cut
in half to $13.074 million through
this review,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Finance Director Larry Caroselli,
upon questioning from The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, said the ex-
ecutive budget had increased by $4
million upon receipt of additional
grants.

The board also approved a $1.9-
million bond ordinance, which in-
cludes $1.3 million towards the con-
struction of a new county fire acad-
emy in Linden and $650,000 to pur-
chase the Hungarian Citizens Club
property in Clark.

Mr. Mirabella told The Times that
an architect hired by the county would
unveil the design of the fire academy
before the freeholders in the next few
months. In addition to new class-
rooms and an amphitheater, the facil-
ity will include a new burn building
for firefighters’ on-site training.

In discussing approval of a resolu-
tion by the Summit Common Council
favoring the election of county free-
holders by district, instead of at-large,
Mr. Sullivan said the all-Democratic
board is “diverse” and “reflects the
county’s population.”

All members of the Summit coun-
cil are Republicans. The Summit
mayor is a Democrat, but is a non-
voting member of the governing
body.

“I wish the people on the Summit
council would get over it,” said Mr.
Sullivan, adding that 18 of New
Jersey’s 21 counties elect freehold-
ers at-large.

He said GOP-controlled free-
holder boards are likely happy with
their at-large boards.

Westfield
Monday, June 23, after being stopped

for motor vehicle violations, Wilmer
Castillo, 37, of Bound Brook was ar-
rested on the 500 block of North Av-
enue East on an outstanding Westfield
warrant with bail of $91. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, June 23, Mice Lawson, 20,
of Linden was arrested on two out-
standing Newark warrants at the inter-
section of Windsor Avenue and Ripley
Place after police responded to a report
of fireworks. Lawson, who was not
charged in connection with any fire-
works incidents, was released after post-
ing a total $225 bail on the warrants.

Wednesday, June 25, Vernon Dou-
glas, 42, of Elizabeth was arrested on a
no-bail warrant for civil contempt and
on an outstanding Hillside warrant with
bail of $750, after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Boulevard. He
was turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, June 26, Gary D. Lewis,
27, of Newark was arrested on two
outstanding Newark warrants, with to-
tal bail of $570, after a motor vehicle
stop at Windsor Avenue and Ripley
Place. He was released after posting
bail.

Friday, June 27, Gennaro Franzese,
37, of Old Bridge was arrested at Cen-
tral Avenue and Cacciola Place on an
outstanding Elizabeth warrant with
$133 bail. He was processed and re-
leased per the Elizabeth Municipal
Court.

Friday, June 27, John Polo, Jr., 38, of
Cranford was arrested on an outstand-
ing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. He was released after post-
ing $250 bail.

Saturday, June 28, Peter Rucinsky,
19, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing an investigation on the 300 block of
Jefferson Avenue. He was released on
his own recognizance with summonses.

Saturday, June 28, Lorne Grierel, 20,
of Newark was arrested on an outstand-
ing Newark warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Clark Street and Ferris
Place. He posted $200 bail and was
released.

Sunday, June 29, police arrested four
people after a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Elizabeth and Grandview Av-
enues. Derek Rich, 18, of Cranford and
Jonathan Thompson, 19, of Piscataway
were each charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Emmanuel Baldwin, 19, of New-
ark and Lynde Jules, 19, of Westfield
were each charged with underage pos-
session of alcohol. All were released
with summonses.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 24, Luther P. Lopez, 36,

of Woodbridge was arrested and charged
with theft by deception, forgery, wrong-
ful impersonation for using false identifi-
cation for an incident that occurred on
August 21, 2006 at a local bank. He is
being held at Bayside State Prison for
unrelated charges with an additional war-
rant out of Fanwood for $80,000.

Wednesday, June 25, Joseph M.
Barone, 51, of South Plainfield was
arrested on a Union Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.

Wednesday, June 25, Sean M.
Raymond, 35, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an Ocean County Sheriff’s
warrant. According to police, he was
turned over to the Ocean County
Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, June 26, Wesley J. Dou-
glas, 53, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Long Hill Township warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he posted bail and was released.
Hector J. Lopez, 42, of Plainfield a
passenger in the vehicle was also ar-
rested on warrants out of Warren,
Plainfield, Fanwood and a Franklin
County, Ohio. According to police, he
was processed and will be turned over
to the Franklin County, Ohio police
department.

Thursday, June 26, Damien E. Banks,
30, of Winchester, Va. was arrested and
charged with theft, forgery and passing
fraudulent checks at a local bank on
April 18. According to police, he is
being held at the Middlesex County jail
for unrelated charges.

Thursday, June 26, Mark Madden,
32, of Manhattan, NY was arrested for
theft, forgery and passing fraudulent
checks at a local bank on April 18.
According to police, he is being held at
the Middlesex County jail for unrelated
charges.

Friday, June 27, a resident of King

Street reported that someone activated
a Sears Gold card in his name and made
$14,000 of unauthorized purchases. Ac-
cording to police, the victim will not be
held responsible for the fraudulent
charges.

Friday, June 27, a resident in the 50
block of Glenwood Road reported that
someone stole his unlocked bicycle val-
ued at $220 from a business on Martine
Avenue.

Saturday, June 28, Meghan E. Crehan,
24, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police, she
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, June 28, Roeshon E. Little,
37, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, June 30, a resident in the 50
block of MacLennan Place reported
that someone broke the drivers side
window of her vehicle and removed the
GPS system from the dashboard.

Monday, June 30, Anthony D.
Mazzilli, 20, of Mountainside was ar-
rested for a burglary to a South Avenue
restaurant that occurred on June 27,
2007. According to police, on the night
of the incident, unknown persons en-
tered the establishment and removed an
undisclosed amount of cash. One sus-
pect lacerated a part of his body during
the burglary and left blood at the scene,
police said. According to police, the
sample was submitted to the state for
DNA testing. Fanwood police were re-
cently informed of a match, which sub-
sequently led to the arrest of Mazzilli.
He is awaiting a court date at the Union
County Court, authorities said. Charges
against a second individual from
Westfield are pending.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 24, a resident of Grand

Street reported that someone removed
his unlocked bicycle valued at $200
from his front yard.

Wednesday, June 25, Anthony
Henderson, 27, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he posted bail and was released.

Thursday, June 26, a resident of Elm
Court reported that someone removed
his unlocked bicycle valued at $230
from the front of a Park Avenue store.

Friday, June 27, a business on Jerusa-
lem Road reported that someone re-
moved 200 gallons of diesel fuel valued
at $1,000 from the tank of one of their
trucks.

Friday, June 27, James Joyner, 61, of
Newark was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, June 28, Julio Sanchez, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, June 28, Kyle Weltman, 22,
of Berkeley Township was arrested for
DWI after a motor vehicle violation. He
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, June 28, Joseph
McLaughlin, 41, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, June 24, a resident reported

that someone opened up a CitiBank
line of credit in his name and trans-
ferred $22,500 into an unknown ac-
count without his authorization.
CititBank has been notified of the
fraudulent charges and an investigation
is pending, policer said.

Saturday, June 28, Ikimah V. Drew,
30, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with driving and while on the
suspended list, several outstanding war-
rants out of Orange and one out of
Irvington.

Sunday, June 29, officers responded
to an armed robbery at a gas station on
Route 22. According to police, as the
attendant was processing a sale, a black
male approximately 5 feet 10 inches
wearing grey pants and an unknown
colored shirt approximately 30-years
old entered the office and demanded
the attendant give him “all his money.”
The suspect then stabbed the attendant
in the leg again demanding money, po-
lice said. The attendant then gave the
actor all the cash he had in his pockets
and the register totaling approximately
$160, police said. The suspect then
took several packs of cigarettes and
fled the scene on foot. The incident is
under investigation.

Changes to the Gifted and Talented
Program presented in Q.U.E.S.T.
(Question Understand Explore Seek
Think) guidelines were approved at
Thursday’s meeting.

The Gifted and Talented Program
is for students who demonstrate ex-
ceptional knowledge in one of more
areas and require modified educa-
tional programs.

Madeline Meyer, assistant super-
intendent of schools, said testing
would now be conducted through
Cognitive Abilities Tests, which will
take place in grade three and, again,
in grade five. Once admitted into the
program, students will not exit unless
it is requested from a parent.

Students are able to enter the pro-
gram at any point in grades four
through eight. Eighth graders will be
able to recommend themselves for
the program.

Mr. Whitehouse confirmed that
Michael Klimko, Terrill Middle
School’s vice principal, has accepted
the position of principal at a Cranford
elementary school and a committee
will be formed to set up interviews
and fill the position “as quickly as
possible.”

Bonnie Canevari addressed the
board regarding her “concern over
the condition of the high school.” Ms.
Canevari referenced a letter she sent
in with 100 signatures of parents re-
garding similar concerns.

Some of the problems, she said,
were in the band room and bath-
rooms. According to Ms. Canevari,
there is peeling paint, fixtures miss-
ing from the bathrooms and kids are
afraid to use the bathroom.

“We want to know if we can help,”
Ms. Canevari said, suggesting that a
group of volunteers take a walk
through the facility.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi agreed to the sug-
gested committee of volunteers and
said he would invite the principal to
walk woth the volunteers. “We can
make sure everyone’s items are on the
list of things to accomplish,” he said.

Mr. Del Sordi told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that work
done at the high school within the
past three to five years include the
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SP-F Vice Principal
renovation of the auditorium, gym
and girl’s locker room, an expansion
of the parking lot, a new roof and the
walkway addition. This summer, he
said, the lot will be repaved and the
electrical system throughout the high
school will be upgraded.

Audience member Rona Goldberg
addressed the board over the recent
school closure due to high tempera-
tures. “There are problems with the
system,” she said, citing that because
the decision was made around 10
a.m., parents were unreachable.

Mr. Del Sordi said an early dis-
missal in June is not a common oc-
currence and that the district will
continue to try to make improvements
to the system, possibly reaching out
to PTA groups.

“I think we learned a great deal
from the experience,” he said. “Hope-
fully it will improve in the future.”

In response to a letter referred to
executive session from SPFHS Head
Wrestling Coach John Scholz, Mr.
Del Sordi was only able to tell The
Times that it “is not related to litiga-
tion.”

Board members also approved ex-
tended summer placements for spe-
cial education students, totaling
$545,434.00, as well as the 2008-
2011 Mentoring Program.

Board officials awarded contracts
to 13 vendors for athletic supplies
and equipment totaling $39,710.

During the Good of the Order por-
tion of the meeting, Ms. Costello said
that she was “disappointed” with the
sixth grade awards assembly she at-
tended, stating that while teachers
who have been in the district for 40
years were given paper flowers, while
students received medals just for at-
tending clubs, such as art, for even a
short amount of time.

“I think that is really, really sad,”
Ms. Costello said. She added that a
large majority of students received
high and regular honors, and she ques-
tioned the credentials.

“I’m afraid we’re setting our stu-
dents up to aspire for mediocrity,” she
said. The board said they would dis-
cuss the topic at a later time, as Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
was not in attendance.


