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Kids ‘n’ Arts Offer Chance
For Creative Expression

WESTFIELD – This second semes-
ter of Kids ‘n’ Arts, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) drop-
off program for 3- to 5-year-olds, pro-
vides opportunities for young children
to express their creativity in art, music
and drama.

The Kids ‘n’ Arts program contains
an art segment, during which children
listen to classical music while they
create arts and crafts in a variety of
mediums. In theater crafts, the children
learn to express themselves through
puppetry, pantomime, creative move-
ment and theater games.

This semester, students enrolled in
this program will have instruction on
the violin. According to Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA founder and executive director,
“The violin teaches children fine-mo-
tor skills through the coordination which
they learn. They also increase their
mental skills through memorization.”
He added, “The violin helps develop
strong listening skills and the ability to

focus and concentrate.”
Additionally, during the music por-

tion of this experience, the children use
their voices to learn about rhythm and
pitch. Music class will also include
opera puppetry based on the theme of
the day.

The Kids ‘n Arts staff consists of
highly qualified and experienced in-
structors in these artistic fields. Art
instructor and practicing artist, Diane
Burkam, holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Art Education and has been a
teacher in the art department of both the
Westfield Summer Workshop and
NJWA.

Valerie Pineda, a graduate in Music
Performance from the Manhattan
School of Music, contributes to the
children’s appreciation of music and
theater crafts. Ms. Pineda, a vocal-
music instructor at the NJWA Music
Studio, is also director of the Little
Opera Company of New Jersey.

Each week, the Kids ‘n Arts pro-
gram meets for a two-hour session.
Parents can choose Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Thursday mornings, from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m., or the same afternoons
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. The second
session, comprising 15 classes, be-
gins on February 12, but enrollment
is on-going and students can join at
any time.

For more information on Kids ’n’
Arts, or any NJWA program, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield. A
complete brochure is available at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Human Services Announces
Annual Teen Media Contest
STATE – Celebrating its 13th year,

the Department of Human Services’
Division of Family Development will
hold its annual Teen Media Contest to
reinforce the department’s mission to
instill a sense of parental responsibil-
ity in teens. The statewide contest is
open to all New Jersey middle- and
high-school students.

This year’s theme depicts how a
parent supports a teen’s dreams. Stu-
dent hand-drawn submissions should
illustrate a time when a parent has
supported one of their dreams. For
example, helping practice soccer
moves for a big game, sitting in the
front row of a dance recital or helping
study for a big exam.

“For the first time in 10 years, teen
pregnancies have risen 3 percent,”
Jeanette Page-Hawkins, director of
the Division of Family Development,

said.
“With that statistic as a backdrop,

the NJ Department of Human Ser-
vices would like to give teens a rea-
son to think about their own parents
and to understand the emotional and
financial commitment it takes to be a
parent. We especially want them to
consider the additional responsibil-
ity parenting would be for a teenager
and how it would impact their
dreams.”

All entries must be postmarked no
later than Friday, April 11. Staff from
the Division of Family Development
and its Office of Child Support Ser-
vices will judge the contest.

Winners will receive U.S. Savings
Bonds and certificates of achieve-
ment during a springtime awards cer-
emony.

Winning submissions along with
additional student entries will be fea-
tured in the annual child support cal-
endar, which is distributed to all
middle and high schools in New Jer-
sey.

To register one’s school, or for more
information on this contest, contact
Laura Febbi at (973) 286-8282 or
laura.febbi@winningstrat.net.

Teachers can register online at
NJTeenMedia.org.

For more information about child-
support services, call 1-877-NJKIDS1
or visit njchildsupport.org.
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Alumni Return to Perform in 60th
Grant/Washington School Show
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On opening night
of Ghost Writer, this year’s Washing-
ton (formerly Grant) School show,
alumni could be spotted not only in
the audience but on stage for a special
“alumni number” directed by alum-
nus Bruce Vasel. Tony Cook wrote
the number into the script as a way to
celebrate the show’s 60th anniver-
sary.

The audience reacted enthusiasti-
cally to Ghost Writer, obviously en-
joying its humorous takes on popular
television shows like “Fame,” “Danc-
ing with the Stars” and “American
Idol.”

When the alumni began singing
and dancing their way across the stage
to a medley of “That’s Entertainment”
and “There’s No Business Like Show
Business” in their sequined vests, the
excitement was palpable.

The crowd responded with thun-
derous applause so loud and so long
that the alumni returned for an encore
right away…in the middle of the show.

It prompted a member of the audi-
ence to shout, “How are you gonna
follow that?”

As in previous years, the 60th show
maintained its “classic” elements, in-
cluding a teachers’ number, a men’s
number and the show’s traditional line
“Hi-ya, Muck,” which was met with
the audience’s reply of “Hi-ya, Mire.”

The true story about how the show
originated at Grant School, where the
Westfield Memorial Library now
stands, was also woven into the anni-
versary storyline.

During intermission, and at a spe-
cial alumni gathering following the
performance, veterans of the show
fondly shared their memories of past
performances with The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

Ann and Dom Fontana, who par-
ticipated from 1969 to 1981, said
they still have costumes from the
1976 show, Who’s Afraid of George
III?, in their attic. Mrs. Fontana cited
that particular show as her favorite,
while her husband said he most en-
joyed 1973’s Knights and Dames.

“I’ve had fun all day thinking about
all the old shows,” Mrs. Fontana said.

Carol Tener, a dancer for many
years and choreographer for Taken
for Granted in 1979, shared scrap-
books filled with photos and newspa-
per clippings.

Esther Carlson wore a “Grant” show
button on her lapel to celebrate the 14
years she sewed costumes, while her

husband, Dean, performed, beginning
in 1964.

Nancy Lau said she joined not long
after moving to Westfield from Chi-
cago, performing in the chorus from
1984 to 2000.

“It was a wonderful way to meet
other parents,” she recalled. “You re-
ally felt involved.”

Bob and Alice Dillon worked vari-
ous aspects of the show between 1963
to 1983, including producing two
shows and even roller-skating across
the stage for Fowl Play in 1980.

Mrs. Dillon was also instrumental
in procuring many pairs of tap shoes
that the Radio City Music Hall
Rockettes no longer needed; many
dancers, including Ms. Tener, then
performed in them.

“There’s a lot of nostalgia here,”
Mrs. Dillon said. “I’m so happy
they’ve been able to continue it all
these years.”

Pat Haran – who, along with hus-
band Denis Sullivan, participated
from 1992 to 2000 – said she really
enjoyed being back on stage for the
alumni number.

She spoke about how, when their
children attended the school, the fam-
ily had decided to move to a bigger
house; however, her husband flat-out
refused to look at homes outside of
the Washington School district.

“You have to understand that once
you join this,” Ms. Haran said with a
laugh, “You’re in it for life!”

Local Band Spreads the ‘Funk’
At Starland Ballroom in Sayreville

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – They may just be
kids in high school, but the members of
the band Southern Fried Funk are al-
ready on their way to making it big.

On Friday, January 11, the band
starred as one of three opening acts for
Mountain – the legendary 70’s hard-
rock band most famous for the song

“Mississippi Queen” – at the Starland
Ballroom in Sayreville.

It was the biggest “gig” yet for South-
ern Fried Funk, who is well known in
local circles.

The band consists of Westfield High
School (WHS) juniors Dan Zavaro on
guitar, vocals, and harmonica, and Julian
Applebaum on bass; WHS sophomore
Andrew Gialanella on guitar; and

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
sophomore Alex Bubnov on drums.

Seth Applebaum, Julian’s older
brother, a WHS alumnus and presently
a freshman at Emerson College, joined
the band on keyboards for the event.

On the band’s performance at the
Starland Ballroom, Julian said, “It was
amazing.”

“By the time we got on stage, the
place was pretty crowded,” he contin-
ued, adding that seeing a nice Westfield
and Scotch Plains contingent in the
audience had a calming effect on the
band.

One of the highlights of the evening,
according to Julian, was the Starland
Ballroom’s excellent sound quality.

“We could hear, really hear, each
other and ourselves. The venue served
our music very well,” he said.

During the band’s half-hour opening
time slot, it played all original songs.

The band collaborates on the cre-
ation of lyrics and music.

“When one band member writes a
song, he brings it to practice, and we
work on it together,” Julian continued.

“Each of us improves [the song], and
[the collaboration] makes a significant
difference.”

Southern Fried Funk’s musical style
is a unique blend of early 70’s jam band
and psychedelic music, southern and
classic rock, funk and blues.

Flamenco Dancer to Join
WSO for Valentine’s Event

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9, at 8 p.m., at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presents
¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA!, a
Spanish-style Valentine’s celebration
of passion, romanticism and virtuoso
performances.

The heartwarm-
ing concert fea-
tures a visually
spectacular presen-
tation of El Amor
Brujo. A sultry and
distinctive orches-
tral work inspired
by gypsy legends,
El Amor Brujo is
presented in its full
version, with a Fla-
menco dance
troupe and Fla-
menco guitar
coupled with the
orchestra, as in-
tended when De
Falla first created
the work.

Renowned Fla-
menco artist
Omayra Amaya, the granddaughter
of Carmen Amaya, stars in the title
role. Ms. Amaya appears in associa-
tion with TEATRO Si, New Jersey’s
premier Hispanic theater arts com-
pany.

Ms. Amaya dances with the same
passion and uncontrolled vagrancy
of gypsy spirit as those of her lineage.

On Saturday, partnering with WSO,
Ms. Amayra will present a new cho-
reography to El Amor Burjo, a capti-
vating original dancework portray-
ing a woman possessed by the ghost
of her faithless former lover.

Embracing the traditional roots of
Flamenco through passionate sing-
ing, syncopated rhythmns and fiery
footwork, Ms. Amaya and her com-
pany add a syncopated stitch to the

tapestry of Flamenco and a brand
new dimension to El Amor Brujo.

In 1999, Ms. Amaya co-founded the
national Conservatory of Flamenco arts
in Alberquerque, N.M. She now also
runs the Omayra Amaya Flamenco
Dance Company and School based in

New York City.
Continuing the

WSO Valentine’s
celebration, up-
coming Scandina-
vian classical-gui-
tar virtuoso
Mattias Jacobsson
– who is currently
studying at the
Julliard School
with full scholar-
ship under Sharon
Isbin – will per-
form Rodrigo’s
Concerto De
Aranjue, the most
famous guitar con-
certo in the world.

The concert also
presents Rimski
Korsakov’s famed
masterpiece of or-

chestration, Capriccio Espagnol, a
work so authentically Spanish that
experts were convinced it was written
by a Spanish composer – not a Rus-
sian.

Presented in a solo-ensemble ver-
sion, its challenging cadenzas show-
case the expertise of the principal
players of the WSO.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at the Town Bookstore on East
Broad Street in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, go to
westfieldsymphony.org or
teatrosi.com or call (908) 232-9400.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KICKING UP THEIR HEELS FOR WASHINGTON SCHOOL...A group of Washington School mothers performs a scene
from the school’s annual revue during last Wednesday night’s dress rehearsal. The event marks the 60th anniversary of the
school’s major fundraiser.
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The WSO will
present a Span-
i s h - s t y l e
Valentine’s Con-
cert featuring re-
nowned Fla-
menco artist
Omayra Amaya,
above, and gui-
tar virtuoso
M a t t i a s
Jacobsson, right.


