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Cannon, Blaes Win Titles; Barnes, Ridge Place Second at Union County Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

he went to work on Rahway’s Andre
Hunt and turned him to his back in
3:31 with a plowing half nelson.

“I put as much pressure on him as
I could. He’s a big dude! I knew I was
stronger so I muscled him over with a
power half,” said Blaes, who added,
“It’s like last year (Districts) when I
wasn’t expected to go. This year I am
expected so I have to make a state-
ment.”

Blaes became the victim of a first-
period takedown in the champion-
ship bout with Brearley’s Travis Dilts,
but he quickly escaped. Blaes pulled
off an ankle pick takedown in the
second period, but Dilts tallied a pair
of escapes to ride a 4-3 lead into the

final period. Blaes escaped, received
a penalty point (stalling) then added a
takedown to grab a 7-4 victory and
the title.

“It feels amazing! He was good on
his feet. I just used my weight to my
advantage. I didn’t back up. I knew
the stalling point was going to win it,”
said Blaes.

Seeded third at heavyweight, Kania
won a 9-4 decision over GL’s Matt
Tansey then was locked in a 1-1 tie in
the semis before being caught in a fall
by Dilts. Kania came back to snatch a
3-2, overtime victory over Cranford’s
Joe Brady then he turned Hunt to his
back with a half nelson in 4:55 to take
third place.

“I was disappointed,” Kania said
about his bout with Dilts, “But you
got to have a short memory and get
ready to get back out on that mat. He
(Hunt) came after me like a ball of
fire and I knew he was going to tire
himself out. I saw him wrestle Joe
Blaes. He was sucking wind. He ended
up getting turned and pinned.”

Barnes began his march to the 125-
lb finals with a 3:59 fall over
Brearley’s Allen Phillips. In their sec-
ond meeting in less than a week,
Barnes and Union’s Calvin LeMatty
faced off in the semis. LeMatty had
defeated Barnes handily in his fresh-
man year and nipped him, 5-4, last
year, but Barnes punished LeMatty,

9-2, on January 24. LeMatty was more
conservative in the semis but Barnes
found his opportunity and settled him
with a headlock in 2:46.

“I have been waiting to beat him
since my freshman year. He came out
a little stronger this time, but I was
ready. He came up and I took the
headlock,” said Barnes

Barnes opponent in the finals would
be Panther Craig Montgomery, who
decisioned him, 3-0, at the Panther
Invitational in December.

“I’m going to wrestle him a little
harder. Montgomery slowed me down
last time but I’m going to have a more
fast-paced match,” said Barnes.

Montgomery, whose only loss this

season was a 5-4 decision to
Brearley’s Kenny Knapp (third in the
NJSIAA at 103-lbs in 2007), scored a
first-period takedown and added an
escape in the second period. Barnes
escaped in the third but Montgomery
held on with a 3-1 decision.

“I have to keep my momentum
going, stay strong and learn from
every loss,” said Barnes.

Ridge launched an arsenal of far
side single leg takedowns and
nearfalls to claim a 17-4, majority
decision over Panther Nick Longo in
the 145-lb quarterfinal then he ad-
vanced to the finals with a 3:40 fall
over Jennings.

“Right now, I’m concentrating on
taking it match-by-match and going
at (Brearley’s Matt) Loffa. Last time
I wrestled him, he won by a big mar-
gin, came up big in the third period.
This time it’s my turn to shine,” said
Ridge.

Loffa scored a defensive takedown
and an escape on Ridge to win the
title with a 3-0 victory.

In the wrestlebacks, Jennings
pinned Union’s Matt D’Amore in 4:50
with a wrist and half nelson combina-
tion before being decisioned by Longo
for third place.

Bundy defeated GL’ Joe Hoy, 7-1,
before being defeated by Brearley’s
Knapp (100th career victory) in the
119-lb semis. Bundy then grabbed a
14-3, majority decision over
Cranford’s Carmine Pellino before
blanking Rahway’s Nate St. Elme,
10-0 for third place. Knapp picked up
victory No. 101 and his third title
with a 3:40 fall over Panther Anthony
Zangari.

Ferrara reached the 140-lb semis
with a 9-1, majority decision over
GL’s Bryan Sobol then lost a heart-
breaking, overtime bout to Rahway’s
Octavio Bent. He recovered to pin
Blue Devil Joe Panarese (fifth place)
in 2:20 with a pick-and-twist maneu-
ver then pulled a slick duck under
takedown and added an escape to
defeat Brearley’s Dillon Geoghegan,
3-1, for third place.

“Immediately after that semifinal
bout, right away nothing else crossed
my mind except that I wanted to come
back and get third,” said Ferrara. “That
takedown was huge.”

At 135-lbs, Gore began his
wrestleback with a 1:29 fall over
Linden’s Felipe Ramirez then he
edged Blue Devil Sam Reichbach
(fifth place), 3-1. In the quest for
third, Panther Matt Krynicki scored a
third-period takedown to nip Gore 7-
6.

Brearley’s Jesse Boyden won his
fourth UCT title at 215-lbs with a 5-

2 decision over Panther Mike Lefano.
Bear Umar Taramov recorded the
quickest pin in the final when he
stacked Plainfield’s Rashon Roach in
27 seconds at 160-lbs. Joe Lospinoso
(Outstanding Wrestler at lower
weights) won the 135-lb title with an
8-3 decision over New Providence’s
Wade Baldwin and Hany Elshiekh
won the 189-lb title with a 5-0 deci-
sion over Cranford’s Kevin Aldridge.

GL’s Mike Stepien won the 103-lb
crown with a 1:02 fall over Cranford’s
Joe Graccio and Matt Fullowan (Out-
standing Wrestler upper weights)
grabbed the 171-lb crown with a 17-
1, 4:00 technical fall over Rahway’s
Calib Taylor. Panther Jorge Branco
grabbed the 140-lb title with a 17-2
tech fall over Octavio Bent and Russ
Benner eked a 1-0 decision over GL’s
Pat Eichner for the 130-lb title. New
Providence’s Peter Terrezza won an-
other UCT title with a 6-4 decision
over Panther Anthony Casselli at 112-
lbs.

TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Brearley (B) 274.5, 2. Roselle Park

(RP) 238, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S)
146, 4. Rahway (R) 136, 5. Cranford (C)
115, 6. Governor Livingston (G) 114, 7.
Union (U) 109, 8. New Providence (N)
100.5, 9. Westfield 87, 10. Johnson (J)
62

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Stepien (G) p Giaccio (C), 1:02
112: — Terrezza (N) d Casselli (RP), 6-4
119: — Knapp (B) p Zangari (RP), 3:40
125: — Montgomery (RP) d Barnes (W),
3-1
130: — Benner (RP) d Eichner (G), 1-0
135: — Lospinoso (B) d Baldwin (N), 8-
3
140: — Branco (RP) tf Bent (R), 17-2,
3:18
145: — Loffa (B) d Ridge, 3-0
152: — Cannon (S) d Hicks (P), 9-7
160: — Taramov (B) p Roach (P), 0:27
171: — Fullowan (G) tf Taylor (R), 17-1,
4:00
189: — Elshiekh (B) d Aldridge (C), 5-0
215: — Boyden (B) d Lefano (RP), 5-2
Hwt: — Blaes (S) d Dilts (B), 7-4

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
103: — Anthony Madonia (B) d Jabari
Shults (R), 11-10
112: — Dan Reis (B) md Brandon Santos
(J), 8-0
119: — Bundy (S) md St. Elme (R), 10-0
125: — LeMatty (U) p Phillips (B), :51
130: — Mesut Ozcan (C) d Joe Kilburg
(J), 7-5
135: — Krynicki (RP) d Gore (S), 7-6
140: — Ferrara (S) d Goeghegan (B), 3-
1
145: — Longo (RP) md Jennings (W),
15-3
152: — Margolin (B) p Frank Colder (G),
1:11
160: — Rich Weslock (RP) d James
Caldwell, 14-7
171: — Frank Yuro (RP) d Jeff Homere
(R), 10-8
189: — Zack Troutman (N) p Vin
Kowalski (U), 1:05
215: — Julian Campo (C) d Frank Tullo
(N), 1-0
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Hunt (R), 4:55

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET LOOSE…Panther Craig Montgomery hangs onto Blue
Devil John Barnes’ ankle in the 125-lb title bout.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTERESTING SITUATION…Raider Trevor Cannon, left, considers what to
do in his 152-lb title bout with Plainfield’s Dawud Hicks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STUCK ON BOTTOM…Raider Mike Ridge, bottom, attempts to escape the
grasp of Brearley’s Matt Loffa in the 145-lb title bout.
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WESTFIELD $1,595,000
The personal residence of home builder, Joseph Buontempo of Buontempo Homes, is now available for purchase.

This stately residence combines formal living areas with casual space to accommodate todays lifestyle. Buontempo

has utilized his craft and ideas to renovate and add to the charm of this 5Br, 5.5 bath home originally built in

1958. Noteworthy features include three fireplaces, decorative moldings thru-out, hardwood floors, custom built

bar in Family Room, steam sauna, private heated in ground pool with cabana, and a state of the art Cherrywood

kitchen cabinets by Corsi. The home is situated on a wide landscaped half acre setting in the Franklin Elementary

School district. Visual tour at Realtor.com See by appt contact Anthony D’Agostino 732-388-9144.


