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Blue Devil Hoop Girls ‘Press’ Tiger Cagers, 43-39
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

BARNES WINS KEY BOUT, JENNINGS RECORDS FALL

Blue Devils Catch Fire, Burn
Union Farmer Matmen, 37-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the Union County
tournament, which was held on Janu-
ary 26, the Westfield High School
wrestling team caught fire and burned
an improving Union Farmer team,
37-21, in Westfield on January 23.
Unlike earlier in the season, the Blue
Devils, who won eight of the con-
tested bouts, ceded only one forfeit.

“This wasn’t a bad Union team.
This is the best my team has wrestled

all year. We won a lot of head-to-
heads. We minimized the damage in
our losses. It’s a great way to head
into the county tournament,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
“We are improving. That’s what our
focus was at the beginning of the
season. This is the fullest that our
lineup is going to be this year. Now
we need a little consistency. The ques-
tion I have for my team is, ‘can we
show up every day?’”

After heavyweight Joe Kania fol-
lowed up on a Japanese throw with a
1:29 fall over Farmer Rich Gonzalez,
a “no bout” at 103-lbs and Farmer
Kevin Antoine pinning Jey Yingling
with a splaedle at 112-lbs, Blue Devil
Nick DeFreitas took just 46 seconds
to deck Malik Bradley at 119-lbs.

But the highlight bout of the
evening between Blue Devil John
Barnes and Union’s top wrestler,
Calvin LeMatty at 125-lbs, was next

and county seeding was at stake.
LeMatty got two points with a lateral
throw takedown but Barnes answered
with a reversal. Using a devastating
crouch-and-half ride, Barnes added a
two-point nearfall in the second pe-
riod and a three-point nearfall to go
with a reversal in the third period to
grab a 9-2 victory.

“He beat John, 8-2, when he was a
freshman. Last year, he beat him in
overtime. John has just narrowed the
gap and now he has blown past him,”

said coach Kurz.
Farmer Chris Alvarez turned a 6-5

edge into a 12-5 win by converting a
desperation takedown attempt by
Christian Barber into six quick points
at 130-lbs. Joe Panarese gave
Westfield a 21-9 lead after turning
Peter Torres with a half nelson in 1:29
at 135-lbs. Sam Reichbach punished
Farmer Rob Chardien with a pair of
nearfalls and four takedowns to seize
a 14-4, majority decision at 140-lbs.
At 145-lbs, Ryan Jennings turned a
fireman’s takedown into a 2:18 fall
over Farmer Matt D’Amore.

“Ryan. He is giving up some weight.
He’s a pinner. It’s nice to have kids on
the bench, who we have confidence
in,” said coach Kurz.

Matt Shaffer at 152-lbs and Al
Workman at 160-lbs recorded respec-
tive 6-4 and 7-4 victories to up
Westfield’s lead to 37-9 and to clinch
the team’s victory. Despite being
nipped, 6-5, and 3-2, respectively,
Bill Kim at 171-lbs and Zach Frantz
at 189-lbs wrestled with fire.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Gonzalez, 1:29
103: — No bout
112: — Antoine (U) p Yingling, 4:37
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Bradley, 0:46
125: — Barnes (W) d LeMatty, 9-2
130: — Alvarez (U) d Barber, 12-5
135: — Panarese (W) p Torres, 1:29
140: — Reichbach (W) md Chardien,
14-4
145: — Jennings (W) p D’Amore, 2:18
152: — Shaffer (W) d Rory King, 6-4
160: — Workman (W) d Omar Sheibar,
7-4
171: — Jeff Homere (U) d Kim, 6-5
189: — Vin Kowalski (U) d Frantz, 3-2
215: — Jim Williams (U) won forfeit

M.X. Shabazz Bulldogs Rout
Raider Lady Cagers, 53-22

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers, shots that missed the
mark and difficulty in rebounding by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team led to a
53-22 victory for No. 1 M.X. Shabazz
in Scotch Plains on January 24.

Junior center Kaylin Jaichon led
the Raiders with seven points, six
rebounds and two blocked shots. Se-
nior guard Molly Meehan hammered
a 3-pointer early in the game and

finished with five points and two
steals. Junior forward Jackie Law
bucketed three points and grabbed
four rebounds. Senior point guard
Kathryn DeCataldo (2 points, 2 steals)
had two assists. Emily Meehan (1
assist, 1 block) and Kendra Spady
each scored two points and Saxony
Nielsen contributed one point. Jynae
Judson led the 14-0 Bulldogs with a
game-high 16 points and Ebony Wil-
son chipped in seven points.

“We just panicked and lost our
poise. We were not catching the ball,
we were not throwing the ball well,
not moving to good spots, we were
rushing, could not hit shots when we
got them and it played right into their
hands,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis. “They’re quick. They
pressure you. They want you to throw
bad passes and we did. Then we get
behind, get rattled and start thinking
that we can’t do anything right when
we can but we kind of gave up on
ourselves and got a little bit down on
each other and it translates into no
harmony on the court.”

Molly Meehan opened the contest
with her 3-pointer; however, accurate
passes from Bulldog Keidre Simmons
and crafty maneuvers under the bas-
ket by Judson resulted in a 17-5 first-
quarter lead. Scotch Plains was 2-for-
6 shooting free throws in that quarter.

Shabazz played hustle ball and con-
tinued to frustrate the Raiders with an

11-6 run to command a 28-11 lead at
the half. Law hit three points, Spady
went 2-for-2 from the line and Jaichon
contributed one point.

The Bulldogs continued to rattle
the Raiders and won the third quarter,
9-5. Jaichon hit 3-for-4 from the stripe
and dropped in a lay-up. The Bull-
dogs did not let up and won the final
quarter, 16-6. Law, DeCataldo and
Emily Meehan rolled in two points
each.

“We had a ton of turnovers, 28
totally perhaps, 18 at halftime I think.
We can’t run and gun with a team like
this. They have more weapons than
we do,” said coach Davis. “Defen-
sively, I thought we did a pretty de-
scent job once we adjusted a little bit.
When we started in a two-three and a
three-two, they were getting a lot of
stuff open. We switched to more of a
2-1-2 and we stopped some of their
scoring but they scored on turnovers
too, so that you can’t set up a defense
for. They pushed us way away from
the basket so we tried to run our
offense 45 feet from the baskets, while
we ended up relying on Jackie Law to
come out and run things outside for
us 35 feet from the basket. We need
for her to be 10 feet from the basket
hence no offensive rebounds, so scor-
ing inside. We need to go back to
basics.”
MX Shabazz 17 11   9 16 53
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5   6   5   6 22

Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
In a few previous games, the Blue

Devils, normally a good foul shoot-
ing team, had trouble finding the net
from the line but the starters had more
success this time, hitting four in the
first quarter, five in the second and
going 2-for-2 in the third.

“I think the girls were concentrat-
ing a little better this time,” com-
mented coach Marino.

The Tigers got into their game in
the next two quarters, penetrated the
inside more successfully and
outscored the Blue Devils, 12-9 and
13-8, respectively, to take a 32-30
lead. However, when the Tigers keyed
on scoring threats Miller, who fin-

ished with 10 points, and Handza,
who finished with nine points, Gab
O’Leary seized the offensive and led
all scorers with 17 points – seven in
the second quarter.

“Gab is tough inside. She’s going to
be tough to stop. They try to key on Erin.
If they do, we are going to have other
people open,” commented coach Marino.

The Tigers became frustrated be-
cause of the Blue Devils’ ability to
snip at them offensively from all ends
and the strategy of patience added to
the frustration, causing hesitation and
giving Westfield control of the boards
in the final quarter. O’Leary finished
with 11 rebounds (7 offensive, 4 de-
fensive), Miller (5 steals) and Anne

Knisely (3 points) pulled seven boards
each and Ponce (4 points, assist)
grabbed six rebounds.

The patience portion resulted in
the first five, Blue Devil two-pointers
being set up by quality assists. Miller
finished with eight assists, Handza
had one and O’Leary (2 steals) fin-
ished with three.

“We were trying to work it around
and take some quality shots. We
weren’t looking to force anything.
(If) we get some good shots off, we
can make them,” said coach Marino.

Miller completed the Blue Devils’
scoring with a driving lay-up.
Linden   7 12 13   7 39
Westfield 13   9   8 13 43

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WALKAROUND TAKEDOWN…Blue Devil Sam Reichbach performs a
walkaround takedown on Farmer Rob Chardien in the 140-lb bout.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING ONE FROM DOWNTOWN…Raider Molly Meehan, No. 24, nails a three-pointer early in the first quarter
against the Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $497,500
3 Bedroom 2 ½ Bath large colonial home. The entertainment sized living room
features hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The large dining room will
accommodate holiday dinners. The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances. The family
room has a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard. A large
master bedroom features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area
and full bath. Two additional bedrooms, each with hardwood floors, and a full
bath complete the 2nd floor.  MLS # 2451433

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $530,000

WESTFIELD SPLIT LEVEL $649,000WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD GEM $1,499,900

4 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial with hardwood floors, New Kitchen with granite
counter top, huge basement with wine cellar. Immaculate, additional living space,
nanny quarters or in-law suite. Great for extended family.  MLS # 2477857

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This architectural gem blends old world elegance with 21st century technology. An arched
mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front facade. Ten foot high windows,
with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which opens to a formal
dining room, gourmet chefs kitchen & step down family room with 10 foot ceilings. Oversize
windows throughout flood the open floor plan with natural light. The master bedroom features
a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet and balcony overlooking the rear
property. Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom, 4 full & 1 half bath home
offers 4900 SF of beautifully crafted living space.  MLS # 2462117

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,575,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2370739

4 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson School. Its
many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof, CAC and
HWH. A large, sunny FR, newly finished hard wood floors, ample storage space &
convenience to town, schools & NYC transportation complete the appeal of this
lovely home. Make it yours today!  MLS # 2477568

WESTFIELD SPLIT LEVEL $580,000
Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with hardwood floors. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen, huge Family
Room on ground level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen.  MLS # 2461089

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


