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WF Girls End MSM’s Streak;
Boys Fall Short of St. Joseph

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If anybody had any doubts about
the 2007-08 WHS swim teams being
ready for the upcoming state tourna-
ment, they were erased on January 22
before a standing room only crowd at
the Y’s Wallace Natatorium.

The Blue Devils took on two of the
state’s big parochial powers and put
on quite a show: the girls knocked off
Mount St. Mary, 91-79, ending the
Lions’ 61-meet unbeaten streak (59-
0-2), which dated back to the 2002
state final against Red Bank Catholic;
the boys put up a huge struggle before
falling for the 15th straight time to St.
Joseph of Metuchen 95-75.

To emphasize the performance,
when the WHS coaches added up the
power points following the meet, the
girls had posted 4,489 – the second
best in school history to 4,518 in last
year’s state final – while the boys’
total of 4,057 was the team’s 14th
best over the past 15 years and second
best in the regular season.

It was the fourth time this year the
WHS girls had put up more than 4,000
power points in a dual meet, the others
being against Bridgewater-Raritan
(4,256), Immaculate Heart (4,224) and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (4,273).

“Judging by the power points, I
think we’re in pretty good shape,”
first-year girls coach Brooke Smith
said. “Some of the girls were a little
sick (against the Mount), but we swam
pretty fast. And I know the girls will
be faster. It’s very exciting.”

As usual, the freestyle duo of se-

nior Alexi Kuska (200, 500) and
sophomore Suzanne Lemberg (50,
100) were the top guns, each winning
two individual events and each swim-
ming on a pair record-breaking re-
lays. Lemberg also clocked a 53.15 to
rebreak the 100-freestyle record.

Kuska and Lemberg were joined by
Emily Budnick and Meredith Smith
on the winning 200-free relay in a
record 1:40.62, the second time in a
week that mark was bettered, and they
teamed with Liz Hawkins and Becky
DeLaFuente for a 3:40.61, nipping .07
of a second off the week-old mark.

But against a team that’s won five
straight state non-Public titles you
don’t win with just a couple of swim-
mers, and Kuska, Lemberg and
Hawkins (second in fly, first in back)
had plenty of assistance.

Smith split the opening medley re-
lay and got the 2-3 she wanted with a
pair of solid times, 1:54.9 and 1:56.2.
Kuska’s win in the 200 was backed by
Smith’s personal best 2:02.7 and a
solid 2:03.9 by DeLaFuente. After
Maguire’s lifetime best 2:19.8 broke
up a possible 1-2-3 by the Mount in
the 200 IM, Lemberg won the 50 and
the Blue Devils trailed 34-28.

But things turned quickly when
DeLaFuente, a freshman, and
Hawkins came from behind in the
final 10 yards to finish 1-2 in the
butterfly. A 1-4-5 in the 100 tied the
meet at 47 and Westfield went up 56-
54 with another 1-4-5 in the 500.

The 4x50 race was extremely close,
as the Mount took the early lead, then
Kuska evened it up and it stayed even

until Lemberg pulled away in the
final few yards to win in 1:40.62.

Hawkins’ win in the backstroke
plus a 2-3 by Heffernan (lifetime best
1:10.9) and Maguire gave WHS an
81-75 lead into the final relay. But the
Mount had used up its guns, and
WHS’s foursome posted a school
record while the ‘B’ team came within
a hair of a 1-2 finish.

“The first part of the season was
really tough,” Hawkins said. “But I
think (beating Mount St. Mary) re-
ally puts us back on the right track.
I’m really happy with my times, and
I’m really excited for the rest of the
season.”

As far as the guys, St. Joseph won
enough touch-outs to hang on and
win a meet that was nearly as close as
the girls. It was tied at 31 after the 50
free and then tied again at 47 after

Stanley wishes everyone
a Happy Valentine’s Day!
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BUNDY, FERRARA, KANIA PLACE THIRD; GORE, JENNINGS GET FOURTH

Cannon, Blaes Win; Barnes, Ridge 2nd
At Union County Wrestling Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders Trevor Cannon and
Joe Blaes took top honors and
Westfield High School Blue Devil

John Barnes, along with Raider Mike
Ridge, finished second at the 33rd
Annual Union County Wrestling
Tournament (UCT) at Union High
School on January 26. Raiders Mike
Ferrara and Tristan Bundy, along with
Blue Devil Joe Kania placed third,
while Raider Dan Gore and Blue Devil
Ryan Jennings both grabbed fourth
place.

No. 8 David Brearley claimed six
individual champions and won its
third straight team title with 274.5
points, followed by the Roselle Park
Panthers, who claimed three champs
and totaled 238 points. The Raiders

placed third with 146 points and
Westfield placed ninth with 87 points.

Seeded first at 152-lbs, Cannon
had little resistance in his quarterfinal
bout but he did engage in a battle with
Brearley’s Steve Margolin, whom he
had beaten in a dual meet. Leading 6-
4 early in the third period, Cannon
found a weakness to add a takedown
and a pair of nearfalls to seize a 13-4,
majority decision.

“He’s so aggressive that I think he
overused it. He’s one of my friends,
so I knew he had stuff coming at me,”
said Cannon.

Cannon’s title bout with Plainfield’s

(P) Dawud Hicks was even tougher.
Leading by one point late in the third
period, Cannon slipped his arm and
head underneath Hicks’ armpit to gain
a reversal. Hicks escaped but it was too
little too late and Cannon won, 9-7.

“He has the same funk style as I do.
I couldn’t really plan anything. He’s
going to be really big in the next
couple of years,” said Cannon. “I
worked so hard for this. I’m glad it
paid off.”

Blaes was seeded first at heavy-
weight and recorded a quick, 1:37 fall
in his quarterfinal bout. In the semis,
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GAB O’LEARY SINKS 17 POINTS, GRABS 11 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Hoop Girls ‘Press’
Tiger Basketball Girls, 43-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Full-court press! A strategy that
was successfully engineered, espe-
cially in the first quarter, by the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team, stunned the visiting Lin-
den Tigers into a deficit they were
unable to erase in the Blue Devils’
crucial 43-39 victory on January 24.

Usually predators, the 10-5 lady Ti-
gers became the prey and the 11-4
Blue Devils became the predators.

Within the first minute of the open-
ing quarter, the tenacious press and
sharp passing paid dividends. Junior
point guard Tara Handza rolled in a
lay-up then an immediate steal on the
Tigers’ takeout set up Erin Miller’s 3-
pointer to give the Blue Devils a 5-0

lead. Within the next two minutes,
Katie Ponce and forward Gab O’Leary
each added two-pointers to stretch
the lead to 9-2. The Blue Devils won
the quarter, 13-7.

“The first part of the game we just
wanted to change some things a little
bit. When we did that, we took them
out of their game plan a little,” said
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANGING ONTO A BIG BEAR…Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes, left, hangs onto Brearley Bear Travis Dilts in the
championship bout. Blaes grabbed the crown with a 7-4 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING AROUND A TIGER…Blue Devil Tara Handza, No. 5, drives around Linden Tiger Courtney Melchione, No. 21,
on her way to the basket.


