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Library Reveals Dates
For Children’s Events
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor two programs for young-
sters ages 3 and up during February.
These events are open to Westfield
Library patrons and their children.

“Love Bug Hugs” will be pre-
sented on Saturday, February 9, at
10:30 a.m. This program will feature
Annie Hickman’s interactive bugs
and balloons.

“The Stubby Elephant,” a partici-
patory play based on Rudyard
Kipling’s “The Elephant’s Child,”
will be held on Saturday, February
23, at 10:30 a.m.

Individuals may register for each
of these programs at the library’s
Circulation Desk. The Westfield Me-
morial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW ERIK VENHORST
(She is the former Ms. Kendra Elizabeth Slater)

Matthew E. Venhorst
Weds Ms. Kendra E. Slater
Dr. Ronald and Mrs. Annette

Venhorst of Westfield have announced
the marriage of their son, Matthew
Erik Venhorst of West Hartford,
Conn., to Ms. Kendra Elizabeth Slater,
also of West Hartford. She is the
daughter of Ms. Bernice Slater of
Hyde Park, N.Y.

The late afternoon wedding and re-
ception that followed took place on
Saturday, August 4, at Blueberry Hill
Inn in Goshen, Vt. Given in marriage
by her mother, the bride was attended
by her sister and maid of honor, Ms.
Stephanie Slater of Hyde Park, N.Y.,
along with Ms. Julie Russell of New
York City, Ms. Susan Angst of New-
port, R.I., Ms. Jill Duffy of Hyde Park,
N.Y., Ms. Carissa Cullen of Hyde Park,
N.Y. and Ms. Jessica Holland of Hyde
Park, N.Y., all friends of the bride.

Erik Bugel and Chris Camuto, both
friends of the bridegroom from
Hoboken, served as co-best men. The
groomsmen included Jack Curtin of
New York City, Marc Kaplan of New
York City, Rashid Shahid of Washing-
ton, D.C., Vinny Idone of New Haven,
Conn., all friends of the bridegroom,
and Doug Slater of Hyde Park, N.Y.,
brother of the bride.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bridegroom was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociol-
ogy/Anthropology from Middlebury
College in 2001. He went on to earn

a Master of Education degree in Edu-
cational Administration from Harvard
University in 2003.

Mr. Venhorst graduated with high
honors from the University of Con-
necticut School of Law on May 20,
2007 and has since begun a clerkship
with Justice Christine Vertefeuille of
the Connecticut Supreme Court. In
September of 2008, he will join the
Hartford law firm of Shipman and
Goodwin as an associate attorney.

The bride graduated from Franklin
Delano Roosevelt High School in
Hyde Park, N.Y. in 1997 and earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Middlebury College in 2001.
She subsequently received a Master
of Education degree in School Coun-
seling from Boston University in
2004. The bride is employed as a
guidance counselor at Bloomfield
High School in Bloomfield, Conn.

A bridal shower, hosted by the
mother of the bride and the bridal
attendants, took place June 10 at the
home of Mrs. Kyle Raymond, a
friend of the bride’s mother, in Hyde
Park, N.Y.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner the
evening before the wedding at
Middlebury College in Vermont.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in West Hart-
ford, Conn.

Matthew MacIsaac and Ms. Kerry Ann Sheehy

Ms. Kerry A. Sheehy to Wed
Matthew MacIsaac, Esq.

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Sheehy
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Kerry Ann Sheehy of Ridgewood, to
Matthew MacIsaac, also of
Ridgewood. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter MacIsaac of Wanaque,
formerly of Mahwah.

A 1991 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Sheehy earned her Bach-
elor of Science degree in Business
Administration from Villanova Uni-
versity in Villanova, Pa. She is the
director of Human Resources for
Experian Cheetamail, a global leader
in online marketing solutions, lo-
cated in New York City.

Her fiancé graduated from Bon

Bosco Preparatory High School in
Ramsey, Class of 1990, and received
his Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology from Villanova University.
He earned his Juris Doctorate from
Pace University in New York City in
2005. Mr. MacIsaac currently is em-
ployed by Baker Botts, L.L.P., lo-
cated in New York City, specializing
in Intellectual Property Law.

The couple will be married in the
spring of 2008.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, February 4, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

AARP to Hear Talk
About Slot Machines
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons will hold
its next regular meeting on Monday,
February 4, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

Dr. Arthur Bilinko will be the fea-
tured speaker. While he has a practice
in Cranford, his talk will be about the
history of slot machines and will be
accompanied by a slide presentation.
The social hour with refreshments
will follow the program.

Anyone interested in joining the
group is invited to come to a meeting
and sign up as a member.

Trip Chairman Kate Menzer will
begin taking reservations and pro-
vide all details at Monday’s meeting
for a Thursday, May 8 trip to the Platzl
Brauhaus in Pomona, N.Y. for a
“Lobsterfest” celebration. The cost for
this one-day excursion is $70.

Lions Club Invites All
To Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
February 10, from 8 a.m. to noon at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $6; children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets may be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.

This is one of multiple fundraisers
for this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities, com-
munity activities and area organiza-
tions that serve the blind and visually
impaired. For more information on
the pancake breakfast or to reserve a
place, call Pancake Breakfast Chair-
man Ron Kelly at (908) 753-8218.
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Fanwood Presbyterian Plans
Events For Season of Lent

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues, will offer a
new Sunday adult education program
in conjunction with its Coffee Hour.

Each church committee has been
charged with planning one study that
will raise a particular theological or
spiritual issue in their ministry.
Teachers and outside speakers with
particular expertise will lead discus-
sions on a range of issues.

These programs will be held after
worship at 11:15 a.m. in the dining
room. The first program, on Febru-
ary 3, will introduce the church’s
new director of music, Dr. Shelley
Zuckerman, who will help usher par-
ticipants into Lent with a presenta-
tion entitled “Walking Wet – The
Journey of Lent.”

Scott Cotenoff will lead the sec-
ond study on February 24. Mr.
Cotenoff is the interim director of
Home First, a charitable organiza-
tion that provides temporary shelter
and transitional and permanent hous-

ing to individuals and families.
A Shrove Tuesday pancake sup-

per will be served on February 5 at 6
p.m. in the dining room by the youth
of the church. Crafts, projects and
games will be provided for children.
There will be a nominal charge to
cover expenses.

Additionally, Fanwood Presbyte-
rian will hold an Ash Wednesday
service at 7:30 p.m. on February 6
with communion and the Reverend
David Jahnke preaching.

“The Life You’ve Always Wanted”
will be the topic of the Lenten study
each of the following Wednesdays
from February 13 to March 12. There
will be a light meal at 6:30 p.m.
followed by devotions at 7 p.m. in the
dining room. The devotional is fo-
cused on spiritual disciplines and
will be led via DVD by author and
Pastor John Ortberg.

The public is welcome to attend
all of these events. For further infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
889-8891.

Workshop Participants
To Weave Pendants

MOUNTAINSIDE – A craft work-
shop will be offered on Thursday,
February 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. for adults
18 and older at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center on how to make a
Native American beaded pendant.

Using a small loom, which will
be provided, participants will be
able to weave a necklace pendant in
the Native American tradition.
Trailside park naturalist and
craftswoman Ruth Yablonsky will
conduct this workshop.

The fee is $15 per person for
residents of Union County and $20 per
person for non-county participants.
All materials for this program will be
provided. Space is limited, so those
interested are encouraged to register
as soon as possible. Doors will open
15 minutes prior to the program.

For more information on this work-
shop or for a complete brochure of
Trailside’s adult workshops and other
special events, interested persons are
invited to call (908) 789-3670 or to
visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Mr. Mokrauer to Describe
Visit to Peru at Luncheon

WESTFIELD – Donald F.
Mokrauer, past president of the
Westfield Historical Society, will of-
fer “A Tour of Peru” during the society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon. The lun-
cheon will be held at noon February 6
at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Mokrauer visited Peru with his
wife, Ellen, his sister and her hus-
band. He will describe Lima, Peru’s
capital, as well as Iquitos, a city in the
rainforest, and their cruise down the
Amazon in a river boat reminiscent of
the African Queen from the movie of
the same name.

He will discuss visiting villages of
the natives and observing their rituals
and customs; his attempt at cutting
down a banana tree; the Shaman/
Andean priest they met; a night hike;
a fishing expedition and the night
boat ride where they listened to “the
symphony of the rain forest.”

After returning to Lima, they flew to
Cuzco, the capital of the Inca Empire.
Mr. Mokrauer will relate some of the
Inca history and describe their trip to
the village of Machu Picchu, located 75
miles northwest of Cuzco at an altitude
of 6,800 feet, and their visit to the Inca
site itself, situated at 7,900 feet.

In relating the history of Machu
Picchu, Mr. Mokrauer will describe

the construction of the buildings, the
approximate number of people who
lived there, the crops they grew and
why, in his opinion, it was located in
that particular site. Mr. Mokrauer
would jot down everything he saw or
experienced in a little notebook that
he always carried with him.

Anyone wishing to attend the lun-
cheon is asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, February 4. The cost of the
luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

Church Invites People
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, February 3. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate. Individuals are invited to walk
the labyrinth anytime between 2 and
4 p.m., but are asked to begin their
walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks
will be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a
reawakening.  For more information,
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Junior Women Plan
Kids Clothing Drive

WESTFIELD – The Junior
Woman’s Club of Westfield will
hold a children’s clothing drive
Monday through Friday, February
4 to 8, at the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. Like-new and slightly used/
non-soiled baby and children’s
clothing sizes infant to 16, plus baby
blankets, are welcome. The drive
will benefit Cherished Creations
(www.cherishedcreations.com). For
more details, call Barbara Gruters
at (908) 233-6695 or Christine
Zambito at (908) 272-5315.
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